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ARENA STAGE ANNOUNCES “75 ACTS FOR 75 YEARS”  
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THRIVE DC AND GEORGETOWN MINISTRY CENTER 

 
(Washington, DC) Arena Stage Artistic Director Hana S. Sharif and Executive Producer Edgar 
Dobie, in partnership with Thrive DC Executive Director Shane Mulhern and Georgetown 
Ministry Center Executive Director Claire Wilson, today announced 75 Acts for 75 Years, a 
community service initiative in recognition of Arena Stage’s 75th Anniversary Season. 
The three organizations will kick off this partnership with the run of Chez Joey at Arena’s 
home at the Mead Center for American Theater in Southwest DC. 
 
The partnership will include a resource drive in support of those served by Thrive DC and 
Georgetown Ministry Center. The 20,000 audience members expected to attend Chez Joey 
over its six-week run will be encouraged to bring supplies in demand by community 
members—including high-calorie, pre-packaged food items and travel-size hygiene 
products—to their performance to donate. Following Chez Joey’s run, staff and volunteers 
from Arena Stage, Thrive DC, and Georgetown Ministry Center will gather at the Mead Center 
on March 16 to package all collected items for immediate distribution. Audiences are also 
encouraged to visit arenastage.org/75acts for instructions on how to donate resources 
directly to Thrive DC or Georgetown Ministry Center. 
 
On Wednesday, February 11, Arena will host the constituents of Thrive DC and Georgetown 
Ministry Center for a pre-show dinner, generously donated by Ridgewells Catering. 
Following, guests will attend a performance of Chez Joey, now in its world-premiere 
production in Arena’s Kreeger Theater.  
 
“For 75 years, Arena Stage has been a cornerstone of Washington, DC’s cultural life, creating 
space for storytelling that reflects the full humanity of our city,” says Thrive DC Executive 
Director Shane Mulhern. “What makes this milestone especially meaningful is Arena 
Stage’s decision to mark its anniversary not only by celebrating artistic excellence, but by 
lifting up the needs of DC’s most vulnerable neighbors. That choice speaks to the power of 
the arts to connect community, inspire empathy, and advance a more just and inclusive city. 
We are deeply grateful for Arena Stage’s leadership and partnership, and for their continued 
commitment to ensuring that the arts remain a force for dignity, access, and opportunity for 
all.” 
 
“This partnership with Arena Stage comes at a moment when community truly matters,” says 
Claire Wilson, Executive Director of Georgetown Ministry Center. “For many of our 
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neighbors, this past year, and especially this winter, has been incredibly hard. Being able to 
offer not only essential services, but also meaningful opportunities to gather and experience 
the arts affirms that our most overlooked neighbors deserve joy, creativity, and connection. 
We are deeply thankful to Arena Stage for recognizing the importance of holding space for 
everyone in our city, and for helping ensure that access to culture and community is part of 
how we care for one another.” 
 
As part of 75 Acts for 75 Years, Arena Stage will be organizing their staff, board, audiences, 
neighbors, students, and artists to give back to the community that has supported the 
theater for three quarters of a century. Throughout the remainder of Arena’s 75th Anniversary 
Season, these ambassadors will come together to complete 75 acts of service across the 
DMV. If your organization is in need of volunteers, or if you’d like to engage in a volunteer act 
of your own in recognition of Arena’s 75th Anniversary, please sign up at 
arenastage.org/75acts.  
 
“Arena Stage was founded on the belief that art and community are inseparable,” said Hana 
S. Sharif. “Theater has always been a powerful force for connection, empathy, and collective 
care. 75 Acts for 75 Years is an invitation to turn that care into action. We are proud to stand 
alongside Thrive DC and Georgetown Ministry Center to meet urgent needs and affirm the 
dignity and humanity of our neighbors.” 
 
For additional information about 75 Acts for 75 Years, please visit arenastage.org/75acts.  
 
Thrive DC 
Thrive DC began in 1979 as the Dinner Program for Homeless Women (DPHW), a grassroots 
response to the first major wave of homelessness on the streets of downtown Washington, 
DC. Thrive DC changed and grew over the years to meet the needs of our clients, and in 2008 
we moved from downtown DC to the Columbia Heights neighborhood. With the big move, 
we also changed our name from DPHW to Thrive DC in order to better reflect our growing 
mission. Thrive DC, in partnership with other non-profits and government agencies, strives 
to provide more comprehensive services to a historically underserved population 
experiencing food insecurity, housing instability, and poverty, with the mission to end 
homelessness in the District. 
 
Volunteer: https://www.thrivedc.org/volunteer/ 
In Kind: https://www.thrivedc.org/collectresources/ 
Monetary One-Time Donation: https://www.thrivedc.org/donate/ 
 
Individuals interested in in-kind donations or volunteerism can contact teddy@thrivedc.org. 
Individuals interested in giving monetary one-time donations can 
contact malcolm@thrivedc.org. 
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Georgetown Ministry Center 
Georgetown Ministry Center (GMC) guides service-resistant, chronically homeless 
individuals toward stability through the provision of a welcoming environment where 
everyone is treated with dignity and respect. Entirely privately funded, GMC serves 
individuals and families experiencing homelessness across the greater Georgetown, George 
Washington University, and Glover Park communities, where access to low-barrier services 
is limited. GMC offers a safe place for service-resistant individuals experiencing 
homelessness to meet their basic needs. These are things most people take for granted like 
access to a bathroom, showers, and a place to do their laundry. GMC has three flagship 
programs- Drop-In Centers, Street Outreach, and Seasonal Programming. 
 
We seek lasting solutions to homelessness one person at a time. 
 
Volunteer: https://events.civicchamps.com/organizations/2792/calendar/month 
Monetary Donation: 
https://georgetownministrycenter.salsalabs.org/GeneralDonationPagecopy1copy1/index.h
tml 
Resource Donation: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/19XMK1AH84WEQ/ 
 
Arena Stage 
The first racially integrated theater in our nation's capital and a pioneer of the regional theater 
movement, Arena Stage was founded in 1950, in Washington, DC. Today, under the 
leadership of Artistic Director Hana S. Sharif and Executive Producer Edgar Dobie, Arena 
Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater is a national center dedicated to American 
voices and artists. We produce plays of all that is passionate, profound, deep, and dangerous 
in the American spirit, and present diverse and groundbreaking work from some of the best 
artists around the country. Consistently contributing to the American theatrical lexicon by 
commissioning and developing new plays, Arena Stage impacts the lives of over 10,000 
students annually through its work in community engagement and serves a diverse annual 
audience of more than 300,000. arenastage.org 
 

### 
 
Connect with us: 
instagram.com/arenastage 
facebook.com/arenastage 
youtube.com/user/arenastage1 
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