.  LEARNING GUIDE

Music by ' 4L)‘;r|cs i New Book by

RICHARD RODGERS LORENZ HART RICHARD LAGRAVENESE

Inspired by John O’Hara’s novel,
based on the 'Pal Joey' stories published in The New Yorker

Choreographed by SAVION GLOVER
Co-Directed by TONY GOLDWYN and SAVION GLOVER

CONTENTS Welcome to Chez Joey © The Play ® Meetthe New Creatives ® The Great Migration of Jazz e

From Maryland to Broadway and Back ® The Sounds e Three Big Questions ® Resources



Welcome to

Arena Stage's production of Chez Joey is a reimagining of
the classic 1940 musical Pal Joey and the short stories of
the same name. Now titled Chez Joey, the musical features
a new script written by screenwriter Richard Lagravenese.
The script is accompanied by Pal Joey classic songs like
"Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered” and “"WhatIsa Man?”
as well as songs from other Rodgers and Hart musicals like
“My Funny Valentine” and “I Wish | Were in Love Again.”

John O’Hara

Meet the
Original Creators

Pal Joey began as a collection of short stories by John
O'Hara published in The New Yorker magazine. Told in
the form of letters from Joey to his friend Ted, the stories
follow Joey, a Chicago nightclub singer, who chases after
women, money, and fame. Readers of the stories were
attracted to Joey's blunt and distinct voice, which is filled
with spelling and grammatical errors. O'Hara was a 20th
century American short story writer and novelist. When

he was in high school, O'Hara’s father unexpectedly

passed away, leaving the once wealthy family without

any money. O'Hara’s experience with money and social
class influenced his writing on America in the 1920s to
1940s. His gravestone writes, “Better than anyone else,
he told the truth about his time.”

O'Hara approached composer Richard Rodgers about
adapting his “Pal Joey” stories into a musical. The musical
Pal Joey premiered on Broadway in 1940 with a book
by O'Hara, music by Rodgers, and lyrics by Rodgers'
collaborator Lorenz Hart. Rodgers and Hart wrote songs for
over 30 musicals during their partnership, including classics
like Babes in Arms and On Your Toes.

Richard Rodgers .
and Lorenz Hart igm

(above and below) Source: Wikimedia Commons

The Play

Set in 1940s Chicago, the jazz scene is sizzling.
Joey Evans is a smooth-talking performer
at Lucille’s, a nightclub run by Lucille Wallace.
Talented and ambitious, Joey is striving for
recognition on the Chicago club circuit. Linda
English, a new performer at Lucille’s, immediately
catches Joey's attention, and the two bond over
their shared passion for music.

When Joey learns that Lucille’s is running out
of money, he makes a plan to save it. He teams
up with former tap dancer Melvin Snyder
to bring the wealthy building owner's wife,
Vera Simpson, into the club. With her husband's
money, Vera can make Joey's dreams come true—
however, it comes at a price. Meanwhile, Joey's
relationship with Linda grows as they continue
to perform together. Torn between integrity
and ambition, Joey is faced with a decision that
will determine his future, both as a performer

and a lover.

O’'Hara’s
Joey

“Well I heard about this spot through a
little mouse I got to know up in Michigan.
She told me about this spot as it is
her home town altho spending her
vacation every year in Michigan.
I was to a party one nite (private)
and they finely gotme to sing afew
numbers for them and the mouse
couldn’t take her eyes off me.”

— Excerpt from “Pal Joey”

by John O’Hara, published

in The New Yorker in
October 1938



“What if Joey’s ... an artist who’s really

got something to say, and his frustration

and ambition comes from the fact that he

is truly gifted and has genius in him?”

— Tony Goldwyn

Tony Goldwyn

Goldwyn (Chez Joey Co-Director) is an actor,
producer, and director. He starred in the ABC
drama Scandal as President Fitzgerald Grant IIl.
Goldwyn has directed four feature films as well
as episodes for TV series like Grey’s Anatomy and
Scandal. On Broadway, he starred in shows such
as Holiday and The Inheritance.

Cats
Glossaly The musicians,

dancers, and

Chez Joey features language singers

that reflects the setting of the
1940s Chicago jazz scene.

Here are a few terms that are
helpful to know:

Chez

“Joey's Place”

Hoofer

ining a different personality

«\We’re enterta -
that is in the Pal Joey tha.t we :;\11{1;1{\Y
This version of Pal Joey is MY srfe -

1 know cats who still live that lite.

_ Savion Glover

Savion Glover

Glover (Chez Joey Co-Director, Choreographer, and
Orchestrologist) is a hoofer, choreographer, and actor who
has been performing since childhood. In 1996, he won the
Tony Award for Best Choreography for Bring in ‘da Noise,
Bring in ‘da Funk. In addition to his Broadway career, Glover
has created tap repertoires that have toured worldwide. He
also choreographed and performed the tap dances for the
penguin character Mumble in the Happy Feet film series.

Watch Glover and the cast of
Bring in ‘da Noise perform during
the 2002 MDA Labor Day Telethon!
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Tramp  Vaudeville

A scandalous woman A type of entertainment
(derogatory) popular from the late
1800s and early 1900s
that contains a mix
The song “The Lady Is a of comedy, dance,
Tramp” pokes fun at how magic, and music
typical actions are seen
as scandalous when a
woman does them

A master jazz/rhythm tapper who
embodies the deep, percussive,
improvisational spirit of the art form
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CHICAGO
JAZZ SCENE

Chez Joey is set in the jazz capital of the U.S.,
where legends like Louis Armstrong and
King Oliver pioneered a smoother, more
dramatic style that featured sparkling solos
and incorporated saxophones and guitars.
In addition to his trumpet, Armstrong used
his voice as an instrument by singing random
syllables, birthing a new technique -called
scatting. While New York City dominated
the music publishing business and attracted
professional songwriters, Chicago attracted
performers who thrived in its nightclubs, dance
halls, and cabarets. The lively nightlife provided
opportunities for tap dancers, who developed
a vibrant tap scene known for hoofing, which
focuses on improvisation. The tap community
grew from an alliance between an older
generation of African American tap dancers
and a younger generation of hoofers. Like the
character Joey, Chicago hoofers were striving
for recognition, as tap dance was mainly
spotlighted in New York and California.




FROM MARYLAND .,q
TO BROADWAY

AND BACK

An alumnus of Wootton High School in Rockville,
Maryland, Myles Frost returns home to the
DC area after his celebrated Broadway debut to
star as Joey Evans in Chez Joey. In an interview
with hometown radio station WTOP, Frost shared 1
how he was introduced to theater in high school
when he landed the role of Seaweed in Hairspray,
making him the first freshman to get a lead role in
the school musical. Frost developed his vocal and
performance skills through school productions,
local talent shows, and church performances.
After high school, Frost pursued music at
Belmont University, then Bowie State University.

In 2021, his future acting coach stumbled upon
a YouTube video of Frost performing Michael
Jackson'’s “Billie Jean” at his school talent show,
which was filmed on his mom’s iPad. He made
a call to Frost and after a whirl of auditions, Frost
was offered the role of Michael Jackson in MJ 2
the Musical on Broadway. His performance won
him the Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical
in 2022, becoming the youngest male solo winner.
The record was previously held by Ben Platt for his
performance in the musical Dear Evan Hansen, which
had its world premiere at Arena Stage in 2015.
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“Sound is the second sense tied to memory.

We can hear the outside world before we can

see it, taste it, touch it . . . Sound is so part of our
subconscious that we don’t realize how much we
actually rely on sound in our day to day lives.”

ot / ‘ — GW Rodriguez
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How can music and What does it mean to
dance deepen how have a dream?
stories are told?

What does it take to follow
your dreams while staying
true to who you are?
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HELPFUL HINTS
FOR THEATER AUDIENCES

As an audience member at the theater, YOU are part of the show!
Just as you see and hear the actors onstage, they can see and
hear you in the audience.

To help the performers do their best, please remember the following:

- Arrive early.

- Visit the restroom before the show starts.

- Sitin the seat indicated on your ticket.

- Ushers are there to help you!

- Before the show begins, turn off your phone, watch alarms,
and any other electronic devices. If anything rings by
accident, turn it off immediately.

- Do not use your phone for texts, calls, games, pictures,
or recording.

- Respond to the show! You can laugh, cry, and gasp.
However, don't distract the performers onstage.

- There is no food allowed in the theater.

- Intermission is the best time to discuss the show
and visit the restroom.

- If you must leave during the show, wait for a scene
change and exit quietly and quickly. 5%

- Be sure to applaud at the end! During a‘musical,
audiences sometimes clap after a song or dance.

- If you love the show or a performer, you can give
a standing ovation. The actors bow to thank you.

CREDITS

Written by
Wonnie Kim, Learning Engagement Fellow

Edited by
Rebecca Campana, Creative Learning Programs Director
Kayla Warren, Learning Engagement Associate

Designed by
Kristopher Ingle, Graphic Designer

Support for Chez Joey is provided by David and Patricia Fisher;
Daniel Korengold, Martha Dippell, and @IHSMAN Bonnie Feld;

and Catherine and Chris Guttman-McCabe.
Special thanks to Boston ‘Consulting Group.

Arena Stage offers this production in memory of long-time usher and patron,
Anne Buzalski, in grateful recognition of her very generous bequest.

(Back Cover) Awa Sal Secka for Chez Joey. Photo by Ambe J. Williams.
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