
2024/25 SEASON

FEBRUARY 4 — MARCH 16



UP NEXT AT 
ARENA STAGE

SEE IT ALL WITH OUR FLEX PASS!
MORE SHOWS. MORE SAVINGS. 

MORE FLEXIBLE THAN EVER!
ARENASTAGE.ORG/FLEX

FEB 28 – MAR 30 APR 3 – MAY 4 MAY 16 – JUN 15



2024/25 SEASON  3

ARENA STAGE
1101 Sixth Street SW
Washington, DC 20024-2461
ADMINISTRATION 202-554-9066
SALES OFFICE 202-488-3300
arenastage.org

© 2025 Arena Stage.
All editorial and advertising material 
is fully protected and must not be 
reproduced in any manner without 
written permission.

The Bedwetter program book 
published February 4, 2025.

program book staff

Ashton Beck, 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications

Ryan Impagliazzo, 
Associate Director of Marketing & 
Communications

Kristopher Ingle, 
Graphic Designer

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	5	 Artistically Speaking

	 7	 From the Executive Producer

	8	 Dramaturgy Note

	11	 Title Page

	12	 Cast / Musicians

	13	 For this Production / Special Thanks

	15	 Setting / Musical Numbers

	17	 Bios — Cast

	21	 Bios — Creative

	25	 Bios — Arena Stage Leadership

	29	 Board of Trustees / Young Patrons Board

31	 Thank You — Full Circle Society

	32	 Thank You — Individual Donors

	37	 Thank You — Institutional Donors

	38	 Theater Staff

WIFI NETWORK: 
ArenaGuest

PASSWORD: 
arenaguest

                   @arenastage
#ArenaStage  #ArenaStageDC #ArenaBedwetter

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE!

Aria Kane for The Bedwetter. Photo by Tony Powell.



Arena Stage is built on the land of the Nacotchtank and Piscataway 
people of the Algonquin-speaking tribes, as well as the lands of  
the Native American people of the greater Anacostia, Potomac,  
and Tidewater regions.

OUR LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

ARENA STAGE’S 
MISSION
Arena Stage is the voice of 
American theater resident in 
our nation’s capital. Focused on 
American artists, our productions 
are innovative and representative 
of stories from across the country. 
We nurture new plays and 
reimagine classics. We celebrate 
our democracy and diversity 
through a multitude of voices in 
our productions and community 
engagement programs to inspire 
people to action. We produce 
all that is passionate, exuberant, 
profound, entertaining, deep and 
dangerous in the American spirit.
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“Look, there’s not much useful to take away from this book —
it’s largely stories of a woman who has spent her life peeing on herself.

But there is one way I really believe I can help the world, 
and that is to encourage everyone, in all things, to ‘Make It a Treat.’”

	 — Sarah Silverman

Happy 2025, and welcome back to the theater! As we embrace the start of a new year, and the 
changes it brings, it has never been more important to find time to lean into the things that make 
us feel most like ourselves—the comforting embrace of nostalgia for a bygone era, a belly laugh 
that catches you by surprise and hits you deeper than expected, a shared moment of breath with a 
stranger that you don’t soon forget. 

Enter Sarah Silverman, a prolific comedian who has entertained audiences for decades with her 
trademark brand of thought-provoking (and provocative) humor that simultaneously shocks and 
delights. From SNL, to her stand-up specials, to her bestselling 2010 memoir, The Bedwetter: Stories 
of Courage, Redemption, and Pee, no one makes us laugh and think the way Sarah does. But beneath 
the levity lies a deeply nuanced understanding of the complex burden of being alive, and the 
triumphs and trials that illuminate the human condition. Sarah’s work reflects the visceral truth that 
we all know—life is hard, life is indescribably beautiful, and that these contradictions coexist every 
day. Our most joyous discoveries can often happen in the moments where our hopes and failures 
collide. For Sarah, it was the year she was 10 and grappled with her parents’ divorce, a new school, 
and an embarrassing secret that haunted her. For us, navigating the collisions in our own lives, may 
make it difficult to see a pathway to joy, but throughout her career, Sarah has bravely invited us all 
to laugh through our pain alongside her, giving us the precious gift of permission to revel in the 
freedom that is shared catharsis.

And what’s better than one incredible comedian? A team of peerless artists, each comedic 
geniuses in their own right, collectively mining Sarah’s bestselling memoir to create an unforgettable 
musical spectacle. Playwright Joshua Harmon, composer/lyricist David Yazbek, and director Anne 
Kauffman, a trio of brilliant Broadway veterans who have joined Sarah in transporting this irreverent 
tale from page to stage. Joshua’s knack for creating prismatic characters, Yazbek’s razor-sharp wit, 
and Anne Kauffman at the helm with her extraordinary ability to infuse every moment onstage with 
humor and heart have taken Sarah’s story and truly brought it to full three-dimensional life. And I 
wouldn’t be holding the contradictions of life—its pain and its brightness—close to my heart without 
recognizing and honoring the musical's original composer and co-lyricist, the late Adam Schlesinger, 
who passed away at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, leaving in his memory a score that 
reflects his own signature joie-de-vivre with every lyrical idiosyncrasy and mirthful refrain. 

I’m so thrilled you could join us as we journey back to the 1980s, where perms, side-ponies, and 
acid-washed jeans abound, to revel in the highs and lows of what it means to grow up and grow into 
yourself. As Sarah so poignantly reminds us in her book, “My early trauma was a gift, it turned out, 
in a vocation where your best headspace is feeling that you have nothing to lose.” Stories about our 
shared humanity and the singular, unifying power of humor can help us find joy amidst the uncertainty 
that each new year brings. And together, in laughter and communion, we have nothing to lose.

Warmly,

Hana S. Sharif 
Artistic Director

ARTISTICALLY 
SPEAKING
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The Great White Hope has been a topic of late. We’ve 
been dreaming forward to our 75th Anniversary Season 

(2025/26) which naturally also prompts looking back to 
celebrate special memories. As you may be aware, Arena 

premiered Howard Sackler’s The Great White Hope in 1967, 
and it became the first production from a resident theater that 

transferred to a commercial production on Broadway. The show launched careers as 
it won Tony Award-winning acclaim. It’s the kind of detail that an organization boasts 
about in its lists of accomplishments.

Yet this accomplishment also represents a major shift in the ethos of the 
regional/resident theater movement. The movement initially formed in opposition 
to Broadway’s commercial focus with aspirations of supporting resident artists and 
local community. “In opposition” in this context does not mean against; rather as 
opposite, or, to paraphrase Zelda Fichandler, for a different kind of profit.

Arena’s experience with The Great White Hope did more than establish a path from 
not-for-profit to Broadway. It paved the way for creating partnerships that benefited 
all sides. Arena did not see any renumeration from The Great White Hope’s success 
in spite of the time and energy put into the development of the play and premiere 
production, and in fact lost resident artists to the glare of The Great White Way. Zelda 
was not a fan of discussing the experience. Tom Fichandler took the experience 
and led the way for not-for-profit theaters to build partnerships that allowed for 
participation in the play’s future, which helps not-for-profit theaters continue to have 
resources to support new projects.

So despite being founded as an alternative to Broadway, Broadway producers 
discovered there was a lot to be shared and learned in collaboration with not-for-profit. 
Molly Smith was also a champion of theater-as-community and also understood this 
valuable connection. During her time with the company, Arena Stage workshopped 
more than 100 productions, produced 39 world premieres, staged numerous second 
and third productions, and was an important part of nurturing nine projects that went 
on to have a life on Broadway. You may recall a little project called Dear Evan Hansen. 
And already early in her tenure Hana has embraced the idea of world premieres with 
six this season and at least three having designs on Broadway.

Now we gather here today in partnership with Tom Kirdahy and Barry and 
Fran Weissler to share Sarah Silverman’s The Bedwetter – A New Musical. It remains 
exciting to craft this new musical with these great partners and see how far its 
aspirations take it after its run with Arena. 

Warmly,

 
Edgar Dobie 
Executive Producer 
President of the Corporation

FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER



by Otis Ramsey-Zöe, 
Literary Manager

& Objectively  
    Abjectly Meta

 There is more to THE BEDWETTER 
than meets the eyes or ears. The 
simple, not-so secret of the plot is 
that the musical tracks a ten-year-
old Sarah Silverman who was then 
a regular bedwetter. The simplicity 
of the central dilemma allows for a 
picaresque adventure that delves into 
huge philosophical questions. THE 
BEDWETTER serves as an origin 
story for both Sarah Silverman and 
her meta-comedy persona of the same 
name. In this essay, I’ll use “Sarah” 
when speaking about the figure in 
the play, “Silverman” when conjuring 
the real-life comedian or her comedy 
persona, and “Sarah Silverman” to 
implicate both the figure inside and 
outside of the musical. The episodes 
covered in this year-in-the-life-of 
portrait find Sarah and her family 
navigating fitting in, shame, trauma, 
identity, illness, purpose, and myriad 
other states along this thing called 
life. The show presents as a play 
about peeing but very intentionally 
contains a treatise on being. 

 As content dictates form, we are 
aptly launched into the story by 
a voice announcing, “Ladies and 
gentlemen: Please say hello to Sarah 
Silverman.” Here in the show, the 
voice belongs to Sarah’s teacher, Mrs. 
Dembo, but this type of introduction 
is also very common for a comedian 
taking the stage for standup. In 
this inaugural gesture, the show 
invites us to hold multiple contexts, 
timeframes, realities, and locations. 
It is a subtle communication of the 
rules by the suggestion that if, at 
the top, we can be shown one place 
while simultaneously conjuring 

Sometimes strength is leaving 
the house when you want to 
stay in bed. Or making peace 
with staying in bed when you 
wish you were well enough  
to leave the house.

— Andrea Gibson, “Illness and the Myth of Strength”

But maybe my lack of stage 
fright was the upside of years 
of nightly bedwetting. Maybe 
that daily shame had ground 
away at my psyche, like 
glaciers against the coastline, 
so that somewhere in my 
consciousness, I understood 
that bombing on stage could 
never be as humiliating. My early 
trauma was a gift, it turned out, 
in a vocation where your best 
headspace is feeling that you 
have nothing to lose.

— Sarah Silverman, The Bedwetter:  
Stories of Courage, Redemption, and Pee
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by Otis Ramsey-Zöe, 
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persona, and “Sarah Silverman” to 
implicate both the figure inside and 
outside of the musical. The episodes 
covered in this year-in-the-life-of 
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navigating fitting in, shame, trauma, 
identity, illness, purpose, and myriad 
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life. The show presents as a play 
about peeing but very intentionally 
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 As content dictates form, we are 
aptly launched into the story by 
a voice announcing, “Ladies and 
gentlemen: Please say hello to Sarah 
Silverman.” Here in the show, the 
voice belongs to Sarah’s teacher, Mrs. 
Dembo, but this type of introduction 
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taking the stage for standup. In 
this inaugural gesture, the show 
invites us to hold multiple contexts, 
timeframes, realities, and locations. 
It is a subtle communication of the 
rules by the suggestion that if, at 
the top, we can be shown one place 
while simultaneously conjuring 

Sometimes strength is leaving 
the house when you want to 
stay in bed. Or making peace 
with staying in bed when you 
wish you were well enough  
to leave the house.

— Andrea Gibson, “Illness and the Myth of Strength”

But maybe my lack of stage 
fright was the upside of years 
of nightly bedwetting. Maybe 
that daily shame had ground 
away at my psyche, like 
glaciers against the coastline, 
so that somewhere in my 
consciousness, I understood 
that bombing on stage could 
never be as humiliating. My early 
trauma was a gift, it turned out, 
in a vocation where your best 
headspace is feeling that you 
have nothing to lose.

— Sarah Silverman, The Bedwetter:  
Stories of Courage, Redemption, and Pee

a different context then, later, we 
might be asked to more deliberately 
witness other fluid slippages of time 
and place. In this opening event, 
following Mrs. Dembo’s introduction, 
young Sarah details her external 
circumstances vis-à-vis her homelife, 
but that information contains seeds 
of some of the interior struggles that 
will play out in the show. 

 Sarah’s filthy mouth and urine-
stained bedsheets make her persona 
non grata among the in-crowd at 
her new school. Her classmates 
have no qualms in expressing that, 
essentially, Sarah Silverman is not 
like us. By virtue of Silverman’s 
later success in comedy, we have 
the benefit of knowing that she—to 
evoke a sentiment expressed in a 
chart-topping single by Destiny’s 
Child—is a survivor. However, as her 
memoir attests, Silverman found 
herself habitually on the outside. 
The musical illustrates how, at an 
early age, Sarah Silverman began 
assembling tools that allow her to 
thrive in abjection. The musical’s 
concentrated timeframe means that 
episodes that can’t be contained in a  
middle school setting are not included 
in this story, but these early encounters 
of not fitting in, profound loneliness, 
and abjection feel like breadcrumbs 
leading to the performer we know,  
or think we know, today. 

 It seems not incidental that 
Silverman’s comedy often engages 
with the abject. Abjection concerns 
that which is rigorously rejected 
or ejected; the abject falls into such 
categories as social, symbolic, and 

biological. Socially, abject figures 
and communities are those people 
who are rejected, often involving 
violent mean and rhetoric, by society. 
In the context of Nazi Germany, for 
example, the Jewish population was 
labeled and treated abject. “Dirt” 
and “dirty” are common terms 
associated with the socially abject. 
Mary Douglas in Purity and Danger 
proposes that dirt is merely matter 
that is out of place. Then, the social 
implications are that these are people 
who don’t belong in our society, 
according to whoever is claiming 
dominion over the concept “our.” 
In her memoir, Silverman recounts 
several stories featuring physical 
and emotional violence directed at 
her for such things as her Jewish 
identity and vegetarian diet. An 
episode involving a friend’s parent 
and the word “scumbag” refuses  
to leave my mind.

 In THE BEDWETTER, it seems 
the children are all, in some ways, 
living out lessons and narratives 
that they’ve learned at home. Sarah 
learned how to use stories and 
humor to challenge conventions 
but also as an equalizer. One of the 
merits of practicing humor related to 
bodily functions is that it obliterates 
hierarchy. No matter who you are or 
how high your status, we all have 
certain bodily functions and needs. 
From that premise we can ask again 
what constitutes the self and others.

All I could focus on  
w

as that I w
as alone  

in m
y body.

—
 Sarah Silverm

an, The B
edw

etter:  
Stories of C

ourage, R
edem

ption, and Pee
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Aria Kane for The Bedwetter. Photo by Tony Powell.



Sarah Silverman's The Bedwetter – A New Musical is sponsored by Susan and Steve Bralove 
and Beth Newburger Schwartz with additional support from Sheila Stampfli.

World Premiere presented by Atlantic Theater Company, New York City, 2022

BOOK BY JOSHUA HARMON AND SARAH SILVERMAN
MUSIC BY ADAM SCHLESINGER

LYRICS BY SARAH SILVERMAN AND ADAM SCHLESINGER
ADDITIONAL MUSIC AND LYRICS BY DAVID YAZBEK

BASED UPON THE BEDWETTER: STORIES OF COURAGE, REDEMPTION, AND PEE  BY SARAH SILVERMAN

CHOREOGRAPHED BY DANNY MEFFORD
DIRECTED BY ANNE KAUFFMAN

BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH 
TOM KIRDAHY AND BARRY AND FRAN WEISSLER

ARENA STAGE
HANA S. SHARIF, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  |  EDGAR DOBIE, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

PRESENTS

ORCHESTRATOR AND ARRANGER 
DAVID CHASE

MUSIC SUPERVISOR 
MEGHANN ZERVOULIS BATE

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
REBEKAH BRUCE

SET DESIGNER 
DAVID KORINS

COSTUME DESIGNER 
KAYE VOYCE

LIGHTING DESIGNER 
JAPHY WEIDEMAN

SOUND DESIGNER 
KAI HARADA

VIDEO DESIGNER 
LUCY MACKINNON

HAIR AND WIG DESIGNER 
TOM WATSON

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR  
ASH(ER) LLOYD EHRENBERG

ASSOCIATE CHOREOGRAPHER 
NIANI FEELINGS

ASSOCIATE MUSIC DIRECTOR 
MATTHEW LOWY

DIALECT AND VOCAL COACH 
LISA NATHANS

CASTING 
THE TELSEY OFFICE / 

RACHEL HOFFMAN, CSA

DC CASTING 
RAIYON HUNTER

STAGE MANAGER 
RYAN GOHSMAN*

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER 
DAYNE SUNDMAN*

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER 
SAMANTHA WILHELM*
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CAST
(in alphabetical order)

Beth Ann...................................................................................................................SHOSHANA BEAN*
Miss New Hampshire, Dance Captain.....................................................ASHLEY BLANCHET*
Dr. Grimm/Dr. Riley..........................................................................................................RICK CROM*
Donald.................................................................................................................DARREN GOLDSTEIN*
Laura................................................................................................................................AVERY HARRIS*
Sarah........................................................................................................................................ARIA KANE*
Abby............................................................................................................ EMERSON HOLT LACAYO*
Nana.......................................................................................................................................LIZ LARSEN*
Ally................................................................................................................................... ALINA SANTOS*
Amy...............................................................................................................................ELIN JOY SEILER*
Mrs. Dembo........................................................................................................ ALYSHA UMPHRESS*

UNDERSTUDIES
For Laura, Abby, Ally, Amy — GIGI BECKETT

For Dr. Grimm/Dr. Riley, Donald — AARON BLIDEN*
For Sarah — LYLA RANDALL
For Nana — SUSAN ROME*

For Beth Ann, Miss New Hampshire, Mrs. Dembo — CANDICE SHEDD-THOMPSON*

*Members of Actors’ Equity Association

MUSICIANS
Music Director/Keys I (through March 2)......................................................REBEKAH BRUCE
Associate Music Director/Keys II (through March 2)/ 
Music Director/Keys I (March 4 –16)..................................................................MATTHEW LOWY
Keys II (March 4 –16).....................................................................................................LUCIA LANAVE
Reeds...................................................................................................................................KELSEY MIRE
Guitar...................................................................................................................................JIM ROBERTS
Bass...........................................................................................................................ARNOLD GOTTLIEB
AFM Musical Contractor/Drum Set/Percussion....................................DANNY VILLANUEVA
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FOR THIS PRODUCTION
Associate Set Designer................................................................................. AMANDA STEPHENS
Associate Costume Designer.............................................................................AMANDA GLADU
Associate Lighting Designer...........................................................................................KEN WILLS
Associate Sound Designer.................................................................................OWEN MEADOWS
Associate Video Designer..............................................................................DYLAN UREMOVICH
Associate Hair and Wig Designer...............................................................................WILL VICARI
Music Copyist................................................................................................................JACKLYN RIHA
Music Assistant............................................................................................. MARIKA COUNTOURIS
Electronic Music Programming...................... BILLY JAY STEIN, HIRO IIDA, ETHAN DEPPE
MainBrain/Ableton Programming............................................................................... CHRIS PETTI
Lighting Programmer............................................................................................JACKSON MILLER
Assistant Lighting Designer................................................................CHRISTIAN HENRRIQUEZ
Video Programmer..........................................................................................................DEVIN KINCH
Production Assistant......................................................................................MARGARET WARNER
Youth Company Supervisors..........................................RACHEL DIXON, GRACE O. GYAMFI
Casting Associate...........................................................................................CHARLIE HANO, CSA
Stage Carpenters.................................................................MAX MARSHALL, SYDNEY McNEIL
Props.......................................ERICA FEIDELSEIT, MARY HEFFERNAN, CAROLINA TOMASI
Light Board Operator......................................................................................... KELSEY SWANSON
Followspot Operators......................................................JOZEF ORISICH, SIMON SINNREICH
Audio Engineer.......................................................................................................... JORDAN PORCH
Second Audio.............................................................................................................. KEBBY SEYOUM
Wardrobe Supervisor............................................................................................. ALICE HAWFIELD
Wardrobe...................................SARAH SCHLEHLEIN, SABRINA SIMMONS, OLIVIA VIOLA
Wigs, Hair, and Makeup Supervisor......................................................................JAIME BAGLEY
Wigs, Hair, and Makeup..................................................PAX GREGORY, CORINNE KRASNER 

SPECIAL THANKS
The Family of Adam Schlesinger, Jere Harris and the PRG Team, 
Physical Therapy provided by Body Dynamics, Inc., 
Children Studio Teacher provided by On Location Education, 
Craig Balsam, Brad Blume, CliffHopkins/DanSilver Productions, 
Dave Johnson Productions, Wendy Federman, Marguerite Steed Hoffman, 
John Gore Organization, Willette and Manny Klausner, Peggy Koenig, 
Michael P. Kruke, LD Entertainment, Peter May, Tom McGrath, 
Erin and Ramesh Narasimhan, Thomas M. Neff, Richard Pechter, 
Gregg Pollack, Stan Ponte, Rosalind Productions, Segal NYC Productions, 
Silva Theatrical Group, The Nederlander Organization
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MULTI-ARTS SUMMER DAY CAMP
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGES 8 – 15

AT GEORGETOWN VISITATION

REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER 2025 NOW OPEN!
RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY AT ARENASTAGE.ORG/CAMP

SUMMER 2025
3-Week Session: 

JULY 7– 25
2-Week Session: 

JULY 28 – AUG 8

The Allen Lee Hughes Fellowship The Allen Lee Hughes Fellowship is a is a 
hands-on professional training program hands-on professional training program 
that cultivates the next generation of that cultivates the next generation of 
theater professionals. If you’re interested theater professionals. If you’re interested 
in training with top theater professionals in in training with top theater professionals in 
artistic, production, education, fundraising, artistic, production, education, fundraising, 
or marketing —this program is for you! or marketing —this program is for you! 
Candidates from underrepresented Candidates from underrepresented 
communities are encouraged to apply.communities are encouraged to apply.

LEARN MORE AND APPLY AT

ARENASTAGE.ORG/FELLOWSHIP

APPLY BY MARCH 14!
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SETTING
New Hampshire, 1980s.

MUSICAL NUMBERS
Hi, My Name is Sarah..................................................................................................................SARAH
Crazy Donny’s Factory Outlet.........................................................DONALD, JINGLE SINGERS
I Do Not Know This Person...................................................................................................... LAURA
I Couldn’t Agree More...........................................................................SARAH, ABBY, ALLY, AMY
Sarah’s Dilemma...........................................................................................................................SARAH
There They Are...............................................................................MISS AMERICA HOST, SARAH
To Me.................................................................................................................................................... NANA
Follow The Path...................................................................................................DR. GRIMM, SARAH
There For You..........................................................................................................................BETH ANN
Miss New Hampshire................................................MRS. DEMBO, ABBY, ALLY, AMY, SARAH, 

MISS NEW HAMPSHIRE 
In My Line Of Work.............................................................................DONALD, JINGLE SINGERS
The Rose...................................................................................................................... ABBY, ALLY, AMY
I Heard.......................................................................................................................... ABBY, ALLY, AMY
Xanax...........................................................................................................................................DR. RILEY
Manchester Toyota....................................................................................MISS NEW HAMPSHIRE
You Can’t Fix Her....................................................................................................................BETH ANN
I Do Not Know This Person (Reprise)/ 
Crazy Donny’s Factory Outlet (Reprise)............................................DONALD, NANA, LAURA
	 BETH ANN, JINGLE SINGERS
When I Was Nine...................................................................................................... SARAH, DONALD
The Bedwetter.......................................................MISS NEW HAMPSHIRE, SARAH, CARSON
Finale...............................................................................................................................FULL COMPANY

The videotaping or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited. Please turn off all electronic 
devices. Drinks with a lid are allowed in the theater. Eating is not permitted inside the theater.



RESERVATIONS

DINNER AND A SHOW
A DELICIOUS COMBINATION

STEPS FROM THE  
THEATER, RIGHT ACROSS  
MAINE AVENUE

635 Wharf St SW, Washington, DC 20024 | 202.601.8888 | PhilippeChow.com
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CAST
	 SHOSHANA BEAN (Beth Ann) 

was most recently seen starring 
in Alicia Keys’ new musical Hell’s 
Kitchen, for which she received 
Tony, Grammy, Drama League, 
Drama Desk, and Lucille Lortel 
Award nominations for her 

portrayal of Jersey. In 2022, she received Tony 
and Grammy nominations for her starring role 
as Susan Young opposite Billy Crystal in 
Broadway’s Mr. Saturday Night. She previously 
starred on Broadway as the first replacement 
for Elphaba in Wicked and Jenna in Waitress. 
Her six independent studio albums and EPs 
have landed her on top of the iTunes and 
Billboard charts, including the peak position of 
#1 on the Billboard Jazz Chart. She has sold out 
concerts around the globe and lent her voice to 
countless films and television shows, including 
Sing, Sing 2, Enchanted, Jersey Boys, Glee, and 
Galavant. Shoshana made her Broadway debut 
in the original cast of Hairspray, appeared Off-
Broadway in the 2000 revival of Godspell, and 
performed in Songs for a New World at City 
Center Encores. She won an IRNE Award for her 
performance as Fanny Brice in Funny Girl and 
earned a Jeff Award nomination for her portrayal 
of Cee Cee Bloom in the pre-Broadway musical 
production of Beaches. She has appeared in 
Bloodline, Bill and Ted Face the Music, and 
recently filmed a solo concert special for PBS.

	 ASHLEY BLANCHET (Miss New 
Hampshire, Dance Captain) is 
excited to be back, floating on a 
golden sea, for this Arena Stage 
debut! Broadway credits include 
Dawn in Waitress with Sara 
Bareilles, Frozen (as the first 

Black Elsa), Beautiful: The Carole King Musical 
(ACCA Award), Star to Be in Annie, and Memphis. 
Select Regional: Belle in Beauty and the Beast 
(The Muny); Maria in The Sound of Music and the 
title role in Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella 
(Paper Mill Playhouse); and Kate Mullins/
Charlotte Cardoza in last summer’s City Center 
Encores! production of Titanic, directed by the 
marvelous Anne Kauffman. Film/TV: The Good 
Fight, The Equalizer, Wonder Pets, Noggins 123, 
Better Nate Than Ever, and Raquelle in the 
animated short film Are You Okay? by Wonder 
Media. Instagram: @a_blanchet

	 RICK CROM (Dr. Grimm/Dr. Riley) 
has appeared on Broadway in 
the original casts of The Goodbye 
Girl, Footloose, and Urinetown. 
On television, he’s had roles on 
HBO’s Divorce, The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel, Succession, and 

others. Film: The Post, Bros, The Lennon Report, 
among others. Rick performs regularly at the 
Comedy Cellar in NYC where he also runs the 
top stand-up comedy school in the city. Recently, 
he taught “Stand-Up Comedy for Actors” at 
Stella Adler. He is the author of several Off-
Broadway revues including Newsical The Musical 
which ran for 10 years on Theatre Row in NYC. 
Rick is also the subject of the documentary “Oh, 
Rick!” on YouTube.

	 DARREN GOLDSTEIN (Donald) 
Broadway: Lillian Hellman’s The 
Little Foxes, Bloody Bloody 
Andrew Jackson. Off-Broadway: 
The Bedwetter, Oohrah! (Atlantic 
Theater); Continuity, The Madrid 
(Manhattan Theatre Club); 

Rasheeda Speaking, The Good Mother, Abigail’s 
Party, Mouth to Mouth, Terrorism (The New 
Group); Mary Rose (The Vineyard). Regional: 
The Forgotten Woman (Bay Street), Beyond 
Therapy (Williamstown / Bay Street). Film: 
Sharper, Paterno, Detroit, The Girl on the Train, 
Limitless. TV: Pat Shannon on HBO’s The 
Franchise, Charles Wilkes on Ozark, Oscar 
Hodges on The Affair, Other TV: The Gilded Age, 
American Crime Story: Impeachment, Under the 
Banner of Heaven, Inside Amy Schumer, Billions. 
MFA: NYU Graduate Acting Program.

	 AVERY HARRIS (Laura) is thrilled 
to be making her Arena Stage 
debut playing Sarah Silverman’s 
big sis. Regional: The Little Girl 
in Ragtime at Signature Theatre. 
Local: Matilda in Matilda JR., 
Ariel in The Little Mermaid JR. 

Performing Arts: Dottie in Utopia and Tiny 
Diamond in Trolls World Tour at Metropolitan 
School of the Arts, where Avery has also taken 
dance for 10 years. During the summer, Avery 
hones her skills at Stagedoor Manor Performing 
Arts Center and at Broadway Artists Alliance in 
New York. Avery’s love and thanks to her mom, 
dad, and brother, Jonah; her vocal coaches, 
Laura Mehl and Heather Gifford; MSA’s Sara Hart 
and Matt Nall; and her school drama directors 
who helped instill in Avery her love of acting, 
Julie Johnston and Jack Lockrem. Instagram: 
@avery.laina.harris
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	 ARIA KANE (Sarah) is honored 
to bring the hilarious, yet 
touching, story of Sarah 
Silverman’s childhood to life. 
Theater: Young Anna in Frozen 
North American Tour, Primrose/
Young Marybeth in Mad Hatter 

the Musical. TV: FBI: Most Wanted, The Blacklist, 
and SNL. Thanks to Susan Lipton, Bonnie 
Shumofsky Bloom, Lucius Robinson, and 
Stewart Talent; Katie, Emily, Steven, Annie, and 
Annie’s Playhouse; and Celeste Simone for 
believing in her; Rachel Hoffman, Charlie Hano, 
and The Telsey Office for giving her every 
opportunity to shine; and Fran, Jeff, and Iris at 
SYP for working around her crazy schedule. 
Special thanks to Sarah Silverman, Anne 
Kauffman, Arena Stage, Tom Kirdahy, and Fran 
& Barry Weissler for trusting her to take on this 
incredible role. “I won’t let you down!” Hugs to 
Mom, Dad, Eena, Dylan, & Bonnie!	
Instagram: @ariakane_actress

	 EMERSON HOLT LACAYO 
(Abby) is thrilled to make her 
Arena Stage debut as Abby in 
The Bedwetter! She was recently 
seen in A Christmas Carol as 
Fan at Ford’s Theatre and in 
Ragtime as The Little Girl at 

Signature Theatre (Helen Hayes nominee). 
Emerson’s other theater credits include Shrek 
as Young Fiona, The Music Man as Amaryllis, 
and Seussical as Jojo. She is a part of the 
Broadway Artists Alliance in NY, Broadway 
Theatre Connection in MD, and is a student of 
The Prep NY. Biggest thanks to Mallory Levy/
DDO Kids, Bercy Talent, Anne Kauffman, The 
Telsey Office/Rachel Hoffman, Raiyon Hunter, 
Jessi Clayton, Andrew Hann and, of course, 
Sarah Silverman, for sharing her hilarious story 
with big heart. www.emersonholtlacayo.com 
Instagram: @emholtla

	 LIZ LARSEN (Nana) won the 
Helen Hayes Award for her 
portrayal of Dot in the Arena 
Stage production of Stephen 
Sondheim’s Sunday in the Park 
with George. She was nominated 
for the Tony, Drama Desk, and 

Outer Critics Circle, and won the LA Drama 
League Award, for her performance in 
Broadway’s The Most Happy Fella. She recently 
starred in the world premiere of A Transparent 
Musical as the fabulous matriarch Shelly 
Pfefferman at the Mark Taper in Los Angeles. 
Broadway: Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, 

Hairspray, Damn Yankees, The Rocky Horror 
Show, A Little Night Music, Smell of the Kill, 
Starmites, Fiddler on the Roof, A New Brain 
(Lincoln Center). Off-Broadway/Regional/
Tours: Annie, Du Barry Was a Lady, Baby (Helen 
Hayes nomination), Loman Family Picnic, 
Company, New Yorkers, Bingo. TV: Madoff (w/ 
Richard Dreyfuss) Mr. Robot, Law & Order (10 
years), SVU (4 years), The Americans, Bunheads, 
Criminal Intent, Sopranos, Raising Kanan, Third 
Watch, The Street, Deadline, The Breaks. 
Movies: The Week Of, Hudson Tribes, The Boy 
Downstairs, One Percent More Humid, Keeping 
the Faith. Upcoming: Liz stars in the new Jay 
Duplass feature film Baltimorons.

	 ALINA SANTOS (Ally) is thrilled 
to make her theatrical debut 
with The Bedwetter! Recent 
credits include Summer of 69 
(Hulu) and Together We Can 
(PBS). She has also worked on 
national campaigns for brands 

such as Target, Nike, Lilly Pulitzer, and La Roche-
Posay. Special thanks to Barry Kolker, Michelle 
Aravena, Keely Hutton, BKA, Taylor Henderson, 
Deena Freeman, and Jennifer Dustman. Lots of 
love and appreciation to her family, friends, and 
teachers for their support and encouragement! 
Instagram: @santosfamilyva

	 ELIN JOY SEILER (Amy) is 
excited to be making her debut 
at Arena Stage and continuing 
her journey with Sarah 
Silverman’s The Bedwetter. A 
native of Chicago, Elin’s stage 
credits include Young Elizabeth 

in The Audience (Drury Lane); Debbie Wilkinson 
in Billy Elliot (Paramount); and Amaryllis in 
Music Man, Baby June in Gypsy, and Grover Dill 
in A Christmas Story (Marriott). Special thanks 
to Anne Kauffman, Arena Stage, and the entire 
creative team for the opportunity to be a part 
of this story of pain, perseverance, and pee; 
Jim and Siobhan at Stewart Talent; and her 
family for making this possible. Prov. 17:22 
Instagram: @ejseiler

	 ALYSHA UMPHRESS (Mrs. 
Dembo) Arena Stage debut! 
Previously seen in the DC area 
originating the role of Cee Cee 
Bloom in the world premiere of 
Beaches at Signature Theatre 
(Hayes nomination for 

Outstanding Lead Actress). Broadway credits 
include On the Town, Bring It On, Priscilla Queen 
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of the Desert, On a Clear Day You Can See 
Forever, and American Idiot. She was nominated 
for a Lucille Lortel Award for her work in the NYC 
revival of Smokey Joe’s Café. Her television 
credits include Murphy on two seasons of 
Netflix’s Bonding, Royal Pains, Girls5Eva, Chicago 
Med, Blue Bloods, Law & Order: SVU, and Nurse 
Jackie. She performs with symphonies 
throughout the US and Europe and made her 
principal soloist debut at the world-famous La 
Scala opera house in Milan, Italy, last year. 
Instagram: @alyshaumphress

	 GIGI BECKETT (Understudy 
Laura, Abby, Ally, Amy) is 
delighted to be making her 
theatrical debut with Arena 
Stage! Her favorite roles 
include Annie in Annie (OHTC), 
Brigitta in The Sound of Music 

(OOH), and Wednesday in The Addams Family. 
She has studied ballet at ABT in NYC and was 
a competition dancer at Studio Bleu. Thank 
you Stewart Talent, Avay Management, Kurt 
and Jeff at BKA, The Prep NY, A Class Act, 
Project X Dance Company, Kimberly Crandall, 
family, and friends for all of your love and 
support! Instagram: @gigi.beckett

	 AARON BLIDEN (Understudy 
Dr. Grimm/Dr. Riley, Donald) is a 
DC-based actor, musician, 
designer, and writer. DC area 
credits include Endgame 
(Baltimore Center Stage); 
Spoiler Alert: Everybody Dies, 

America: All Better! (Second City/Woolly 
Mammoth); Twist Your Dickens (Second City/
Kennedy Center); Old Wicked Songs, Trevor, Fly 
By Night [Helen Hayes awards for Best Musical 
and Ensemble, nomination for Outstanding 
Lead Actor in a Musical], Lobby Hero (1st 
Stage); Wonderland: Alice’s Rock & Roll 
Adventure [Helen Hayes nomination for 
Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Musical], 
Escape from Peligro Island (Imagination Stage); 
Minnie the Moocher (Pointless Theatre); 
Threepenny Opera (Signature); Love, Factually 
(Second City/Kennedy Center); Romeo and 
Juliet (Folger); The Cerulean Time Capsule, 
Mockingbird (Kennedy Center); Rabbit Hole 
(Olney); The Illusion (Forum); Yentl (Theater J); 
and Beep Beep (Arts on the Horizon). TV/Film 
credits include Turn (AMC), Mercy Street (PBS), 
Sultan and the Saint (PBS), and Gothic Slayers. 
Aaron graduated from the University of 
Maryland, College Park.

	 LYLA RANDALL (Understudy 
Sarah) is thrilled to make her 
professional theater debut at 
Arena Stage! A seasoned 
performer, Lyla has been 
dazzling audiences as a 
competitive dancer since the 

age of 5. She made her film debut in Hulu’s 
2024 horror hit Mr. Crocket and voices a 
recurring character in the new animated 
series Drone Cats. Heartfelt thanks to 
Bedwetter creatives, Anne Kauffman, and 
Raiyon Hunter. Gratitude to her incredible 
team at CESD and Rebel Creative Group, 
voice coach Dani Brindisi, acting coach Jessi 
Clayton, and BKA’s Kurt Domoney, Judy 
Brown-Steele, and Jeff Ostermueller. So much 
love to family, friends, and mentors! Special 
appreciation to her first coach, Mary Kate 
Morrissey, who taught Lyla the skills to excel 
as an understudy and is a constant source of 
inspiration. “You’re exactly where you’re meant 
to be.” Instagram: @lylanoelani

	 SUSAN ROME (Understudy 
Nana) has been seen 
previously at Arena Stage in 
Angels in America, Indecent 
(also at KCRep and Baltimore 
Center Stage), All the Way, and 
The Great Society. Some recent 

stage credits include The Art of Care (Mosaic); 
Becoming a Man (American Repertory 
Theater); Something Moving (Ford’s); Our Town, 
Folks at Home, Indecent, After the Revolution, 
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, Mud 
Blue Sky, An Enemy of the People (Baltimore 
Center Stage); Easy Women Smoking Loose 
Cigarettes (Signature); Love’s Labor’s Lost 
(Folger); If I Forget, Hand to God (Studio); The 
Diary of Anne Frank, The Joy We Carry (Olney); 
Edward Albee’s Occupant, Roz and Ray, The 
Last Night of Ballyhoo, Brighton Beach Memoirs, 
After the Revolution (Theater J); many more. 
Film: Burst the Silence, Fishbowl, My One and 
Only, John Waters’ A Dirty Shame. Television: 
The Wire, We Own This City, House of Cards. 
www.susanrome.com
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Sarah continues to lend her voice to several 
animated series, including Bob’s Burgers.

JOSHUA HARMON (Book)’s plays include 
Bad Jews, Significant Other, Admissions, 
Skintight, and Prayer for the French 
Republic. His plays have been produced 
on Broadway; Off-Broadway at Roundabout 
Theatre Company, Lincoln Center Theater, 
and Manhattan Theatre Club; across the 
country at Geffen Playhouse, SpeakEasy, 
Studio Theatre, Theater Wit, About Face, 
Actor’s Express, and The Magic, among 
others; and internationally on the West End 
and in a dozen countries. He is a two-time 
MacDowell Fellow and an Associate Artist at 
Roundabout. Graduate of Juilliard.

ADAM SCHLESINGER (Music and Lyrics) 
was a songwriter and music producer and 
a founding member of the bands Fountains 
of Wayne and Ivy. He won three Emmys and 
a Grammy and was nominated for Oscar, 
Tony, and Golden Globes awards. He also 
co-wrote and produced more than 150 songs 
for the television show Crazy Ex-Girlfriend 
starring Rachel Bloom. His other work 
includes the title song from the Tom Hanks-
directed film That Thing You Do; the Broadway 
musical adaptation of John Waters’ film Cry-
Baby; original songs for the Tony Awards, 
performed by Neil Patrick Harris; production 
and original songs for The Monkees’ albums 
Good Times and Christmas Party; and, with 
David Javerbaum, original songs for Stephen 
Colbert’s A Colbert Christmas: The Greatest 
Gift of All. Adam’s final project was music and 
lyrics for The Bedwetter. He died at the age of 
52 from COVID-19.

DAVID YAZBEK (Additional Music and Lyrics) 
For Broadway, David has written music 
and lyrics for The Full Monty, Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels, Women on the Verge..., The 
Band’s Visit (10 Tony Awards), Tootsie, and 
the upcoming Dead Outlaw. He is a producer 
and creative consultant on Buena Vista Social 
Club. In the world of music, he’s released five 
solo albums, produced the cast albums to all 
his shows (Emmy Award for The Band’s Visit), 
and continues to perform with his band. 
The New York Times called him “a daredevil 
juggler catching spiked pins in the traveling 
carnival of his imagination.” In TV and film, 
credits include Boardwalk Empire, Late Night 
with David Letterman (Emmy Award in Best 

	 CANDICE SHEDD-THOMPSON 
(Understudy Beth Ann, Miss New 
Hampshire, Mrs. Dembo) is 
thrilled to be returning to Arena 
Stage, having last appeared in 
Unknown Soldier. Favorite DC 
area credits include A.D. 16, 

Nicola in Kinky Boots (Olney Theatre Center); 
Monica in Rooms: A Rock Romance (MetroStage); 
Gynecia in Head Over Heels (Monumental 
Theatre); Snow White in Disenchanted [Helen 
Hayes nomination for Outstanding Ensemble], 
Babette in Beauty and the Beast (Creative 
Cauldron); and Rita LaPorta in Lucky Stiff 
(NextStop Theatre). Regional highlights include 
Maureen in Rent, Woman 1 in Songs for a New 
World (Milton Theatre) and Esmeralda in The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame (Riverside Center). 
She is a former Production Vocalist for Celebrity 
Cruises and is currently a singer with the 
Bachelor Boys Band, one of DC’s top wedding 
and event bands. BA in Musical Theatre from 
James Madison University.

CREATIVE
SARAH SILVERMAN (Book and Lyrics) is a 
two-time Emmy Award-winning comedian, 
actress, writer, and producer. Her special Sarah 
Silverman: Someone You Love is streaming on 
Max and the album is available on vinyl and all 
streaming platforms. She also continues to host 
her critically acclaimed weekly podcast, The 
Sarah Silverman Podcast, through Lemonada 
on all platforms. Sarah also appeared in 
Netflix’s Oscar-nominated Maestro, a biopic 
on the life of composer Leonard Bernstein, 
where she portrayed Bernstein’s sister Shirley. 
She also executive produced the short film 
Jack and Sam, which follows two Holocaust 
survivors who were miraculously reunited after 
80 years, and are now spending the precious 
time they have left rekindling their friendship 
and educating others about the dangers of 
hatred. In Spring 2022, Sarah’s off-Broadway 
musical adaptation of her 2010 New York Times 
bestselling memoir The Bedwetter: Stories of 
Courage, Redemption, and Pee had a sold-
out run with Atlantic Theater Company. She 
previously hosted TBS’ Stupid Pet Tricks, an 
expansion of the famous David Letterman late-
night segment, and the Emmy & Writers Guild-
nominated Hulu series I Love You, America. 
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Writing), hundreds of songs, including the 
infamous Carmen Sandiego theme. Yazbek 
has received every major American theater 
award, many grants and honors, and, most 
recently, a thorough colonoscopy from 
Rockland Digestive Associates.

ANNE KAUFFMAN (Director)’s credits include 
the New York Philharmonic, BAM, Ars Nova, 
NYTW, Roundabout Theatre Company, 
Encores! Off-Center, Women’s Project, 
Playwrights Horizons, MCC, The Public, 
P73 Productions, New Georges, Vineyard 
Theatre, LCT3, Yale Rep, Steppenwolf, 
Goodman Theatre, La Jolla Playhouse, Z 
Space, American Conservatory Theater, and 
Berkeley Rep. She is a Resident Director 
at Roundabout Theatre, Artistic Associate 
and Founding Member of The Civilians, a 
Clubbed Thumb Affiliated Artist and co-
creator of the CT Directing Fellowship, a New 
Georges Affiliated Artist, an SDC Executive 
Board Member, Vice President and Trustee 
of SDCF 2020-2023, and Artistic Director of 
City Center’s Encores! Off-Center 2017-2020. 
Her awards include a 2024 Tony nomination 
for Best Director for Mary Jane, a 2023 Tony 
nomination for Best Revival for The Sign 
in Sidney Brustein’s Window, three Obies, 
the Joan and Joseph Cullman Award for 
Exceptional Creativity from Lincoln Center, 
the Alan Schneider Director Award, a Lucille 
Lortel Award, a Drama League Award, and the 
Joe A. Callaway. She is co-creator of the Cast 
Album Project with Jeanine Tesori.

DANNY MEFFORD (Choreographer) is 
thrilled to return to Arena Stage after 
choreographing Dear Evan Hansen here prior 
to its Broadway and West End productions. 
He recently directed and choreographed 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
at the Kennedy Center in the fall of 2024. 
His other Broadway choreography credits 
include Kimberly Akimbo and Fun Home, 
both Tony winners for Best Musical, along 
with the aforementioned DEH, which also 
won the Olivier for Best Musical. He directed 
and choreographed a national tour of Shrek 
and the world premiere of The Fitzgeralds of 
St. Paul. He is choreographing the Richard 
Linklater film version of Merrily We Roll Along, 
a 20-year project, and he created dances for 
Rise on NBC, Dickinson on Apple TV+, and 
Fleishman is in Trouble for FX. He has an MFA 
in Acting from Brown University/Trinity Rep.

DAVID CHASE (Orchestrator and Arranger) was 
last at Arena Stage as an audience member 
in 1983. Since then: over 40 Broadway shows 
as music director/supervisor and/or arranger. 
TV credits include Sound of Music Live! and 
Peter Pan Live! (Emmy nominations for both), 
Schmigadoon! (currently onstage at the 
Kennedy Center), Adam Schlesinger’s Crazy Ex-
Girlfriend, The Gilded Age, The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel (in which he also appeared onscreen), 
and the upcoming Étoile. Also: several 
Kennedy Center Honors, the Boston Pops, and 
Radio City Music Hall. Lots of choral music, 
published by Hal Leonard. Recently, David was 
commissioned to write music for the upcoming 
VA250 celebrations. Grammy and Olivier 
nominations. David lives in New York with his 
wife, Drama Desk nominee Paula Leggett 
Chase, and their sons, Kyler and Dashiell.

MEGHANN ZERVOULIS BATE (Music Supervisor) 
is currently serving as the music director of 
Cabaret at the Kit Kat Club on Broadway. Other 
Broadway: Funny Girl, West Side Story, The 
Prom, Mean Girls, Great Comet. Off-Broadway: 
Here We Are (The Shed), White Girl in Danger 
(Second Stage/Vineyard), Only Gold (MCC), 
The Visitor (The Public), Merrily (Fiasco), 
Cagney, Rated P. Regional: Numerous credits 
at Paper Mill Playhouse. She is also active as 
a music educator and music therapist and is 
a proud member of Local 802 and Maestra. 
Education: Carnegie Mellon University. 
www.megzmusic.com

REBEKAH BRUCE (Music Director) is a New York 
City-based conductor, pianist, and vocal 
coach. Her Broadway work includes The Hills 
of California, Company, A Strange Loop, The 
Lehman Trilogy, and Mean Girls, with Off-
Broadway work on Dead Outlaw, Here We Are, 
and White Girl in Danger. She was honored to 
recently perform with the Kennedy Center 
Honors orchestra. Before making New York 
her home in 2018, Rebekah served on the 
music faculty at Oklahoma City University and 
performed with the Oklahoma City Philharmonic, 
Lyric Theatre of Oklahoma, and Pollard Theatre. 
Rebekah is deeply grateful to her husband 
David, her family, her friends, D&P, Matt (DGRW), 
and her past music and theater educators. 
Instagram:@rebekahnbruce
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DAVID KORINS (Set Designer) is thrilled to 
be returning to Arena after having designed 
Dear Evan Hansen in 2015. A four-time Tony 
nominee, Korins’ recent work includes 
Hamilton, Dear Evan Hansen, Beetlejuice, All 
In, Just For Us, The Who’s Tommy, and Here 
Lies Love. Korins has been the designer or 
creative director for notable works including 
Immersive Van Gogh, Last Week Tonight, 
Grease Live!, The Big Brunch, and the 91st 
& 94th Academy Awards, and is a proud 
recipient of the Emmy, Obie, Drama Desk, 
Lortel, ADG, OCC, and Hewes Award.

KAYE VOYCE (Costume Designer) is happy to 
be making her Arena Stage debut and to be 
returning to DC. Through the years she has 
designed many shows at the Shakespeare 
Theatre, Studio Theatre, and Wolf Trap Opera. 
Broadway credits include Uncle Vanya, Sea 
Wall/A Life, True West, The Nap, Significant 
Other, The Real Thing, The Realistic Joneses, 
and Shining City. Recent Off-Broadway 
credits include The Welkin, Jonah, Morning 
Sun, and Staff Meal. She also often works in 
opera, most recently on the world premiere 
of Missy Mazzoli’s The Listeners.

JAPHY WEIDEMAN (Lighting Designer) is a 
five-time Tony-nominated lighting designer 
with 20 Broadway credits to date. At Arena, 
Japhy designed lighting for Dave, Dear Evan 
Hansen, and The Mountaintop. His many Off-
Broadway credits include productions at 
Lincoln Center Theater, Roundabout Theatre 
Company, Manhattan Theatre Club, New 
York Theatre Workshop, The Public Theater-
NYSF, Playwrights Horizons, and Second 
Stage. Internationally, Japhy has designed 
on the West End, Royal Shakespeare 
Company, La Scala, Nederlandse Opera, 
Edinburgh International Festival, National 
Theater of Korea, and National Theatre of 
Greece. He collaborated with rock icon Liz 
Phair as production designer on her “Exile 
in Guyville” 30-year anniversary tour and 
as production designer for Hasan Minhaj’s 
“The King’s Jester” national tour, which was 
captured for Netflix.

KAI HARADA (Sound Designer)’s Broadway 
credits include A Wonderful World; Once 
Upon a Mattress; Days of Wine and Roses; 
Merrily We Roll Along (Tony nomination); 
Spamalot (co-design); New York, New York 
(Tony nomination); Kimberly Akimbo; The Old 

Man & The Pool; Mr. Saturday Night; Head Over 
Heels; The Band’s Visit (Tony Award, Drama 
Desk Award); Amélie; Sunday in the Park With 
George; Allegiance; Gigi; Fun Home; On the 
Town; First Date; Follies (Tony, Drama Desk 
nominations); and Million Dollar Quartet. West 
End: Crazy For You; Million Dollar Quartet. 
Other: Cats: The Jellicle Ball (PAC NYC); Peter 
Pan (Tour); The Karate Kid (Stages St. Louis); 
Soft Power (Public Theater, CTG); Marie, 
Dancing Still (5th Ave); The Light in the Piazza, 
Candide (LA Opera); The Black Clown (A.R.T.); 
Zorro (Moscow; Atlanta); Hinterm Horizont 
(Berlin); many musicals at City Center 
Encores! and the Kennedy Center. Education: 
Yale University. 

LUCY MACKINNON (Video Designer) is a 
projection designer and video artist who 
lives in Brooklyn. She is a two-time Tony 
Award nominee whose Broadway design 
credits include All In, The Notebook, Kimberly 
Akimbo, A Christmas Carol, How I Learned 
to Drive, Jagged Little Pill, The Rose Tattoo, 
Lifespan of a Fact, Six Degrees of Separation, 
and Deaf West’s revival of Spring Awakening. 
She teaches projection design at Brooklyn 
College, and has previously taught at Ithaca 
College and Fordham University.

TOM WATSON (Hair and Wig Designer)	
Originally from N. Ireland, Tom headed the 
wig/makeup department at the Metropolitan 
Opera for 17 years. He has designed more 
than 100 Broadway productions, including 
Wicked, Rock of Ages, The King and I, Fiddler 
on the Roof, Oslo, Falsettos, The Little 
Foxes, Junk, My Fair Lady, King Kong, All My 
Sons, Great Society, Parade, Spamalot, and 
Plaza Suite.

ASH(ER) LLOYD EHRENBERG they/she 	
(Associate Director) is a trans/nonbinary 
director, poet, and creative with a focus in 
new theatrical work. They have directed and 
developed work with the National Alliance for 
Musical Theatre, Clubbed Thumb, Breaking 
the Binary Theatre, Samuel French OOB 
Festival, and more. She has assisted and 
been the associate of directors such as Billy 
Porter, Laurie Woolery, Rebecca Taichman, 
and Anne Kauffman. Asher has also served 
as a guest speaker and director for panels 
and seminars at New York University and 
Atlantic Theater Company. In 2019, Ash was 
named the inaugural Directing Apprentice 
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at New York City Center for their Encores! 
Off-Center season. They are a former 
Brooklyn Poets Fellow and the Associate 
Creative Producer for Jeanine Tesori & Anne 
Kauffman’s Cast Album Project. Instagram: 
@ash.lloyd.ehrenberg

NIANI FEELINGS she/her (Associate 
Choreographer) is a New York City-based 
performer and choreographer most recently 
serving as Associate Choreographer for The 
Kennedy Center’s production of The 25th 
Annual…Spelling Bee. She made her Broadway 
debut as Assistant Choreographer for the 
recent revival of Once Upon a Mattress. Niani 
served as New York City Center’s inaugural 
Ann Reinking Encores! Choreography Fellow 
in 2024. As a performer, Niani served as a 
swing/dance captain for the First National 
Tour of Mean Girls and has appeared on 
regional stages such as North Shore Music 
Theatre, The Muny, Starlight Theatre, and 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival. She is a 
Boston Conservatory alum. Huge thanks to 
the family, Arena Stage, Danny, Annie, and the 
entire Bedwetter team! Instagram: @niani_

MATTHEW LOWY (Associate Music Director) 
is an NYC-based music director and 
composer. Matt worked as a sub/rehearsal 
pianist for The Music Man and Beetlejuice 
on Broadway. He was the MD/pianist for 
The Sabbath Girl Off-Broadway at 59E59 
Theaters and Penguin Rep Theatre, and 
the Associate MD for Fiddler on the Roof at 
Paper Mill Playhouse. Matt has worked on 
numerous national and international tours, 
including A Chorus Line (MD/Conductor/
Orchestrator) and 42nd Street (MD). Matt is 
a composer in the Advanced BMI Lehman 
Engel Musical Theatre Workshop (2019 
First Year Jerry Harrington Musical Theatre 
Award). His original musicals have been 
performed at Soundbites, Winterfest, and 
the New York International Fringe Festival. 
matthewlowy.com

LISA NATHANS (Dialect and Vocal Coach) is 
thrilled to be coaching again for Arena Stage 
with this fabulous team after previously 
coaching Death on the Nile, The Other 
Americans, Data, POTUS, Holiday, Catch Me 
If You Can, Disney’s Newsies, Anything Goes, 
and others. Other DC credits include various 
productions with The Kennedy Center 
Theater for Young Audiences, Shakespeare 

Theatre Company, Olney Theatre Center, 
Signature Theatre, Theater Alliance, Keegan 
Theatre, and MetroStage. Regional credits 
include Guthrie Theater, 5th Avenue Theatre, 
and Theatricum Botanicum. TV credits 
include National Geographic. Teaching 
(USA and UK): University of Maryland: TDPS 
(Associate Professor, Voice, Speech, and 
Acting); CalArts; Stella Adler Academy; 
RADA; Royal Welsh; Royal Central; University 
of Washington (PATP MFA); and University 
of Minnesota (Guthrie BFA). Training: Royal 
Central School of Speech and Drama: MFA 
(Voice Studies); Boston University: BFA 
(Acting); Linklater Voice Designation; and 
Colaianni Speech Practitioner. Break legs all!

THE TELSEY OFFICE (Casting) With offices in 
both New York and Los Angeles, The Telsey 
Office casts for theater, film, television, 
and commercials. The Telsey Office is 
dedicated to creating safe, equitable, and 
anti-racist spaces through collaboration, 
artistry, heart, accountability, and advocacy. 
thetelseyoffice.com

RAIYON HUNTER (DC Casting) is a casting 
director, producer, and arts administrator 
from New Orleans, Louisiana. She currently 
works as the Casting Director/Line Producer 
of Arena Stage. Previously, she worked as 
the Casting Director of Children’s Theatre 
Company and the Spelman Leadership Fellow 
at the Alliance Theatre (Atlanta, GA) where 
she has contributed to a multitude of shows 
in varying capacities ranging from Casting 
Associate to Director on productions such as 
Do You Love the Dark?, Darlin’ Cory, Bina’s Six 
Apples, Good Bad People, Confederates, and 
more. Additionally, she has been in residency 
at Oregon Shakespeare Festival under Nataki 
Garrett and The Repertory Theater of St. 
Louis under Hana S. Sharif.

RYAN GOHSMAN (Stage Manager) is thrilled 
to be making his Arena Stage debut! This 
is Ryan’s fourth collaboration with Anne 
Kauffman following Mary Jane and Hundred 
Days at New York Theatre Workshop and 
Detroit and Maple and Vine at Playwrights 
Horizons. Ryan recently made his Broadway 
debut with David Byrne’s Here Lies Love 
(which he also worked on at The Public 
Theater and London’s National Theatre). 
His favorite NYC credits include Little 
Shop of Horrors (current revival); …Amazon 
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Warehouse Parking Lot and The Light Years 
at Playwrights Horizons; and Pretty Filthy with 
The Civilians. Regionally, Ryan has worked 
with Barrington Stage, Westport Country 
Playhouse, and Bard SummerScape.  He has 
toured nationally and internationally with 
Beth Morrison Projects, ArKtype, and Ireland’s 
Wide Open Opera/Landmark Productions. 
Instagram: @rye.gohsman

DAYNE SUNDMAN (Assistant Stage Manager) 
is always glad to be back at Arena Stage. Past 
favorite shows at Arena include Death on the 
Nile, Unknown Soldier, POTUS, Angels in America 
Part One: Millennium Approaches, Catch Me If 
You Can, Newsies, The Heiress, and Anything 
Goes. Other credits include Murder on the Orient 
Express (Great Lakes Theater); Natasha, Pierre & 
The Great Comet of 1812, Sense and Sensibility 
(Idaho Shakespeare Festival); Jane Anger, The 
Notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci (STC); and The 
Great Society, Born Yesterday, and The Little 
Foxes (Asolo Repertory Theatre). Allen Lee 
Hughes Fellow. Baldwin Wallace University 2015.

SAMANTHA WILHELM (Assistant Stage 
Manager) has been a DC area freelance stage 
manager for nearly 10 years. After graduating 
from the University of Mary Washington, she 
moved to DC and began working full-time 
at theaters such as The Kennedy Center, 
Ford’s Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre, Round 
House Theatre, and Signature Theatre. Some 
highlights of her career have been the pre-
Broadway tryout of Come From Away, Ragtime 
at Ford’s Theatre, and King Lear starring Patrick 
Page at STC. Most recently she served as the 
PSM on The Comeuppance at Woolly Mammoth 
Theatre and the ASM on Macbeth at STC 
starring Ralph Fiennes and Indira Varma. Sam 
has been a proud Actors’ Equity Association 
member since 2018. Love to MJEKA et al.

TOM KIRDAHY (Producer) is a Tony/Olivier 
Award-winning theater and film producer 
whose projects span Broadway, Off-Broadway, 
West End, and national/international tours. 
Select NY/UK credits: upcoming musical Just 
In Time starring Jonathan Groff; Gypsy starring 
Audra McDonald as Rose, directed by George 
C. Wolfe; upcoming film adaptation of Kiss of 
the Spider Woman starring Jennifer Lopez, 
directed by Bill Condon; Sondheim’s final 
musical Here We Are; Hadestown (Eight Tonys, 
Best Musical); The Inheritance (Tony/Olivier, 
Best Play); The Piano Lesson (Drama Desk, 

Best Revival); Little Shop of Horrors (Drama 
Desk, Best Revival); Frankie and Johnny in the 
Clair de Lune; Anastasia; It’s Only a Play. 2019 
Robert Whitehead Award for Achievement in 
Producing; 2023 Medal of Honor, ECF; 2020 
Miss Lilly Award; NYU Distinguished Alumni 
Award. Executive Board, BC/EFA.

BARRY AND FRAN WEISSLER (Producer) have 
over 40 years of experience producing first-
class theatrical ventures on Broadway, West 
End, and internationally. They are the winners 
of seven Tony Awards: Othello, Fiddler on the 
Roof, Gypsy, Annie Get Your Gun, La Cage aux 
Folles, Pippin and the worldwide hit, Chicago, 
the longest-running American musical in the 
world, currently in its 28th year on Broadway. 
Their recent hit musical, Waitress, following 
a successful four-year Broadway run, a West 
End engagement, as well as North American 
and UK tours, helped reopen Broadway 
following the pandemic with a revival of the 
show, starring Sara Bareilles. Waitress is in the 
middle of its international roll-out with foreign 
language productions in French, Spanish, and 
Japanese. The Waitress stage film can be 
streamed on Max beginning February 14th. 
This spring, they will open their new musical, 
Real Women Have Curves, on Broadway at the 
James Earl Jones Theatre.

ARENA STAGE 
LEADERSHIP
HANA S. SHARIF (Artistic Director) has 
enjoyed a multi-faceted theater career, 
including roles as an artistic leader, director, 
playwright, and producer with a specialty in 
strategic and cross-functional leadership. 
Hana began her professional career as 
an undergraduate student at Spelman 
College. From 1997 to 2003, Hana served 
as the co-founder and Artistic Director of 
Nasir Productions, a theater dedicated 
to underrepresented voices challenging 
traditional structure. Hana joined the Tony® 
Award-winning regional theater, Hartford 
Stage, in 2003. During her decade-long 
tenure at Hartford Stage, Hana served as 
the Associate Artistic Director, Director 
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of New Play Development, and Artistic 
Producer. Hana launched the new play 
development program, expanded the 
community engagement and civic discourse 
initiatives, and developed and produced 
Tony®, Grammy, Pulitzer, and Obie Award-
winning shows. Starting in 2012, she served 
as Program Manager at ArtsEmerson, a 
leading world theater company based 
at Boston’s Emerson College. During her 
tenure at ArtsEmerson, Hana launched an 
Artists in Residency program, led a research 
program assessing barriers to inclusion 
across the region, and leveraged her regional 
theater experience to freelance produce 
for smaller theater companies looking to 
expand and restructure their administrative 
teams. Hana was Baltimore Center Stage’s 
Associate Artistic Director from 2014 to 2019 
and was the architect of the innovative CS 
Digital program: a platform that pushes 
the boundaries of traditional theater and 
looks at the nexus point between art and 
technology. Her other achievements at 
Baltimore Center Stage included prototyping 
the Mobile Unit focused on historically 
underserved audiences, strengthening 
community engagement, producing multiple 
world and regional premieres, and helping 
to guide the theater through a multi-million 
dollar building renovation and rebranding 
effort. Hana became the first Black woman 
to lead a major regional theater in 2018 
when she was named the Augustin Family 
Artistic Director of The Repertory Theatre 
of St. Louis. During her tenure at The Rep, 
Hana guided the organization through a 
strategic alignment, revolutionized the 
New Works program, expanding access to 
underserved communities, and centering 
equity and anti-racism as the organization’s 
foundational values.Hana holds a BA from 
Spelman College and an MFA from the 
University of Houston. Hana is the recipient 
of USITT’s 2023 Distinguished Achievement 
Award, Spelman’s 2022 National Community 
Service Award, the 2009-10 Aetna New 
Voices Fellowship, EMC Arts Working Open 
Fellowship, and Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG) New Generations Fellowship. 
Hana is a founding member of The Black 
Theatre Commons (BTC). She serves on the 
board of directors for the TCG, BTC, and the 
Sprott Family Foundation.

EDGAR DOBIE (Executive Producer) Born in 
Vernon, British Columbia, a village next to the 
Rocky Mountains (three years after Arena had 
its first performance in 1950), I am one of five 
brothers raised by my Dad Edgar, a mechanic 
and small businessman, and Mom Connie, a 
telephone operator and union organizer. I am 
the only Dobie to make a career in theater. 
Luckily for me, drama was an arts elective I 
was offered at the tender age of 12 so I hung 
up my hockey skates and joined the drama 
class, led by teacher Paddy Malcolm and her 
fledgling Powerhouse Community Theater 
after school. By the time I graduated from 
high school, we volunteers had built ourselves 
a 200-seat, fully equipped theater on its own 
piece of land in the center of town and found a 
sold-out audience for the full season of plays 
we had on offer. That experience taught me 
so many lessons about the power of theater 
to foster collaboration and share meaningful 
stories, as well as the public values that 
attach themselves to building a safe place 
where everyone is welcome. All those lessons 
served me well as a managing leader and 
producer both sides of the border and both 
sides of the commercial and non-profit 
theater divide. Arriving here in Southwest 
with my good wife Tracy and our daughter 
Greta Lee in 2009 makes me feel like I am 
well-equipped to do a good job for you all. I 
am honored to have been recognized for my 
service to, and leadership of, the Washington, 
D.C.-area theater community as a recipient of 
Theatre Washington’s inaugural Victor Shargai 
Leadership Award in 2022.

This theater operates under an agreement 
between the League of Resident Theatres and 
Actors’ Equity Association.

	 The actors and stage managers 
are members of Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage 
Managers in the United States.

	 The scenic, costume, lighting and 
sound designers in LORT theaters 
are represented by United Scenic 
Artists, Local USA-829 of the IATSE.

	 The Director and Choreographer are 
members of the STAGE DIRECTORS 
AND CHOREOGRAPHERS SOCIETY, 
a national theatrical labor union.

	 The musicians in this production 
are represented by the Metropolitan 
Washington D.C. Federation of 
Musicians, AFM Local 161-710.

Arena Stage is a constituent of the Theatre 
Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for the American theater.
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In service 
of those 
who serve
Boeing is grateful to service members and their families 
for their dedication and we are proud to support the 
Voices of Now Military Ensemble at Arena Stage and 
their efforts to tell more military-connected stories.

Learn more at boeing.com/community
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BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 

YOUNG 
PATRONS BOARD

ARENA STAGE 
LEGACY GIVING 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

CHAIR
Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR
Decker Anstrom

VICE CHAIRS
Michele G. Berman
Deborah E. Bowles
Jeffrey M. Busch
Susan Carter
Celandra Deane-Bess
Edgar Dobie
Kristen Donoghue
David Fisher
Stephenie Foster
Rick Froehlich
Nicholas Goad
Sue Henry
Vicki J. Hicks
Alethia Jackson
David B.H. Martin
Richard A. Newman
Tiffeny Sanchez
Hana S. Sharif
Mignon Smith

TRUSTEES
Jan Adams
Andrew R. Ammerman
Linda A. Baumann
Anthony Coley
Jeri Epstein
Richard Feinstein 
Raymond Janvier
Dr. Donald Wallace Jones
Ricki Kanter
Danny Korengold
Daphne Kwok
Elissa Leonard
John Lynham
B. Thomas Mansbach
Jill McGovern
David E. Shiffrin
Tiffeny Sanchez
Michael S. Steele
Karen Zacarías

The Arena Stage Young Patrons Board seeks to 
strengthen and support the future of American 
theater at Arena Stage. The Young Patrons Board 
supports the artistic mission of Arena Stage by being 
active ambassadors to the community and arranging 
opportunities for people under 40 years old to 
engage with the theater.

MEMBERS
Michael F. Baylis II
Julie Alderman Boudreau
Dr. Adrienne Brown
Dr. Alexandria Edwards
Shoshana Golden
Whitney Hubbard
Linda Irizarry
Lucrecia Johnson

Ashley Lawrence
Lauren Pate
Emily Rouse
Hillary Stemple
Michael Walker

CHAIR
Victoria Clark Hunter

The Arena Stage Legacy Giving Advisory Council 
includes current and former trust and estate attorneys, 
financial advisors, and wealth managers. The Council 
serves as a resource, sounding board, and consultative 
body that enhances the professional development 
expertise of Arena Stage and helps build enthusiasm 
for legacy gifts for the theater. We are so grateful to the 
Council members for their service:

Edward Jay Beckwith, 
private wealth attorney, 
Partner, BakerHostetler

Debbie Bowles*, CFP®, 
retired wealth manager, 
Wells Fargo Advisors

Mara Bralove, CFP®, family 
wealth advisor, The Bralove 
Group at Morgan Stanley

Celandra Deane-Bess*, 
CFP®, Senior Vice 
President, Private Client 
Advisor, Bank of America 
Private Bank

John Lynham, Jr.*, estate 
planning attorney, 
Principal, Offit Kurman

Aimee Griffin, Esq., LLM, 
estate planning attorney, 
President of the Association 
of Black Estate Planning 
Professionals and Principal, 
Life & Legacy Counselors

Anna Katherine “A.K.” Moody, 
J.D., LL.M., private wealth 
strategist, BNY Wealth

Lisa McCurdy, estate 
planning attorney, Managing 
Partner, The Wealth 
Counselor, LLC, and CEO, 
Defining Legacy Group, LLC

Richard “Dick” W. Snowdon*, 
retired estate planning 
attorney

* �Arena Stage Trustee or 
Honorary Trustee

HONORARY 
TRUSTEES
Jim Abdo
Ashok Bajaj
Joanne Barker
Sander Bieber 
Steven R. Bralove 
Susan Haas Bralove   
Eric Braverman
Joseph P. Digangi 
John Edelmann
Elliot Feldman
Nancy M. Folger
Natwar Gandhi
Patti Herman 
Judy Lansing Kovler
Mark Levine 
Ronald A. Paul M.D.
Terry R. Peel
Beverly Perry
Lucia Riddle 
Ilene Rosenthal
Gene Samburg
Raymond Sczudlo
David Bruce Smith 
Richard W. Snowdon
Sheila Stampfli
Margaret Tomlinson 
Michele P. Toth
Shawna Watley

LIFE TRUSTEES
Lee G. Rubenstein
Beth Newburger Schwartz

YOUNG PATRONS  
BOARD TRUSTEE
Victoria Clark Hunter

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
John M. Derrick
Arlene and Robert Kogod
David O. Maxwell
Joan P. Maxwell

CORPORATE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT/EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER
Edgar Dobie

TREASURER
Judy Leventhal

SECRETARY
Alison Irvin



Amplifying artists 
of every age.
AARP celebrates artists over 50 of every form. Through 
our Brain Health work, we know that art keeps us 
mentally sharp, as it connects us and preserves our 
collective story. We’re uplifting these dynamic artists 
who have mastered their craft in the areas of costume 
design, dance and hip-hop music.

Ruth E. Carter 
Award-Winning  
Costume Designer

Nasha Thomas  
National Director,  
AileyCamp Master Teacher

Doug E. Fresh 
Hip-Hop Legend

Discover more today at 
AARP.org/BlackCommunity
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MEMBERS
Anonymous (11)
Esthy* and Jim Adler
Dr. Bill Santford Ashley
Elinor R. Bacon
Linda A. Baumann
Nan Beckley
Mary Bender
Sue Benson
Diane Boehr
Deborah E. Bowles
Susan and Steven Bralove
Dr. Robert and Mary Jo Brenner
Bonnie* and Jere Broh-Kahn
Louise Budelis
Donald Burch, III
James C. Burks and Dr. Bette Jane 

Pappas
Anne L. Buzalski
John P. Cahill
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Captain Joan Darrah and Ms. 

Lynne Kennedy
Martin Alan “Marty”* and Belle 

Negrin Davis
Joseph P. DiGangi
John Edelmann and Jeffrey Love
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Barbara B. Ehrlich
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Skip and Laurette Farmer
Nancy M. Folger
Catherine F. and James F.* Fort, Sr. 
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Becky Fredriksson
Dr. Helene C. Freeman
Arlene Friedlander
Rick and Carol Froehlich
Steven Garron
Suzan and Gary Gladstone
Jon K. Gossett and Alex Urdaneta
Bob Gronenberg
Catherine and Christopher 

Guttman-McCabe
Rita and Wilbur Hadden
Chris Harris
Betty Hawthorne
Dr. JC Hayward
Vicki J. Hicks
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Sallie L. Holder
Lauren* and Glen Howard
Ann Ingram
David Insinga and Robert 

McDonald

Thomas Jesulaitis and Barrie M. 
Seidman

James Johnson and Matthew 
Shepard

Drs. Susan and Perry Klein
Dr. Seth A. Koch and Barbara 

Bellman Koch
Patricia and John Koskinen
Justin Latus
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Herb and Dianne Lerner
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
John and Patricia Long
John and Lenora Lynham
Sandra L. Mabry
Alison Masters MacTavish
Wells R. McCurdy
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Paul and Nancy Newman
Marina and David Ottaway
Laura Peebles
Amy Phillips
Robert Pincus
Michael and Penelope Pollard
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Reckford
Paul Rose
Richard Schwartz* and Beth 

Newburger Schwartz
Larry Shaw and Richard Freitag
David E. Shiffrin
Mark and Merrill Shugoll
Mike and Patti Sipple
Leonard Sirota, Eileen Ivey and 

Rachel Sirota
Molly Smith and Suzanne Blue 

Star Boy
Dick and Katie Snowdon
Sheila A. Stampfli
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Terri L. Tedford
Helene Toiv
Margaret L. Tomlinson
Maya Weil
Val and John Wheeler
Alexander and Michelle Zajac
Pamela Zitron and Glen Howard

*Deceased

BEQUESTS AND GIFTS 
IN REMEMBRANCE

Anonymous (2)
Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 

Clement C. Alpert
Estate of J. Alton and Cynthia 

Boyer
Estate of H. Max and 

Josephine F. Ammerman
Estate of Jan Ellen Balkin
Estate of Audrey J. Barnett
Estate of Harry J. Boissevain
Estate of Henrietta T. Braunstein
Estate of Dorothy A. Bunevich
Estate of Mary Lou Calene
Estate of Patricia Carroll
Estate of Albert Chaiken
Estate of Judith Claire
Estate of Helen G. Codding
Estate of Marcus Cohn
Estate of Israel and 

Augusta Convisser
Estate of Camille Cook
Estate of Robert D. Davis Jr. and 

Henry J. Schalizki
Estate of Mr. Wiliam E. Faragher
Estate of Zelda Fichandler
Estate of Donald H. Flanders
In Memory of Helen W. and 

Felix E. Geiger
Estate of Ann Gibbons
Estate of Ezra Glaser
Estate of George Grizzard
Estate of Margaret M. Hansen
Estate of Giselle Hill
Estate of Joan E. Kain
Estate of Margot Kelly
In Memory of Jean Russ Kern and 

Jeannette G. Kern
Estate of Herbert A. Lindow
Estate of LaRue R. Lutkins
Estate of Jeannette Murphy
Estate of Marianne R. Phelps
Estate of Suzy Platt
Estate of Judy Lynn Prince
Estate of Ms. Jane Rissler
Estate of Toni A. Ritzenberg
Estate of Gruine Robinson
Estate of Hank Schlosberg
Estate of Eugene Schreiber
Estate of Helga Tarver
Barbara R. Walton Endowment 

Fund for New Playwrights
Estate of Eric Weinmann
Estate of Frankie and 

Jerry Williamson

ARENA STAGE’S PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges these individuals who 
ensure the future of Arena Stage by making a planned gift. These 
gifts assure that Arena Stage will continue to challenge, educate, 
and entertain audiences, and maintain its excellence in theater 
nationally, and internationally for generations to come. 

Arena can help you accomplish your personal, family, and 
philanthropic goals while benefiting the theater. Supporters who 
make planned gifts to Arena are invited to join the Full Circle Society 
and enjoy special benefits.

For more information about planned giving, please contact 
Maya Weil at 202-600-4158.

The following are members as of January 9, 2025.



CONTINUE SUPPORTING THE ARTS 

LEAVE A LEGACY
HERE AT ARENA STAGE
Everyone needs an estate plan to ensure their assets 
benefit the people and causes they value the most.  
Please consider leaving a gift in your will or designating 
Arena as a beneficiary of your retirement plan or Donor 
Advised Fund to help future generations enjoy theater. 
If you have already included Arena, let us know so we can 
include you in the Full Circle Society.

For more information, contact Maya Weil, CAP®, Arena’s Gift Planning Specialist  
at 202-600-4158 or mweil@arenastage.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many individuals and families who support the theater’s work by 
contributing to the Annual Fund. These gifts make it possible for the theater to continue presenting high-
quality productions and innovative education programs that strengthen the community in which we live.
For more information on the benefits of becoming an Annual Fund contributor, 
please call the Development Department at 202-600-4177.
The following are members as of January 9, 2025.

OVATION CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Margot Kelly*
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Judy Lynn Prince*
The Toni Ritzenberg Fund for 

Educational and Community 
Outreach Programs at 
Arena Stage

Tiffeny Sanchez and Reg Brown

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
Andrew R. Ammerman 
Susan and Steven Bralove
Rick and Carol Froehlich 
Lola Reinsch and the Reinsch 

Pierce Family Foundation 
Beth Newburger Schwartz and 

Richard Schwartz*

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Joanne Barker and the 

JAKE Foundation
Linda A. Baumann
Michele and Allan Berman
Deborah Bowles
Pam and Richard Feinstein
Bonnie Feld
Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher
Chris and Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe
Daniel Hamilton
Sue Henry and Carter Phillips
Daniel Korengold and 

Martha Dippell
Herb and Dianne Lerner
The Revada Foundation of the 

Logan Family
B. Thomas Mansbach
David and Martha Martin 
Ilene and Steven Rosenthal
Mr. and Mrs. 

Richard W. Snowdon
Sheila Stampfli

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Janice Adams	
Jeff Busch
Susan E. Carter 

Anthony Coley
Celandra Deane-Bess
Edgar and Tracy Dobie
Kristen Donoghue and 

Jon Hacker
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Stephenie Foster
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Virginia McGehee Friend
Henock Gebreamlak and 

Nicholas Goad
Vicki J. Hicks
Alethia Jackson
Raymond Janvier
Ricki and Joel Kanter
Daphne Kwok
John and Lenora Lynham
Dr. Jill E. McGovern
Richard and Janice Newman
Melanie and Larry* Nussdorf
Craig Pascal and 

Victor Shargai*
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Pincus
Peggy and David Shiffrin
Thalia Sinnamon in memory of 

Lyn Sinnamon
Hon. Michael Steele
Karen Zacarias and 

Rett Snotherly

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Erin and Derek Arrison
Eric Braverman and Neil Brown
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Drs. Elliot J. Feldman and Lily 

Gardner Feldman
Evan Henschel
Patti and Mitchell Herman
Richard Johnson
Thomas Jesulaitis and Barrie 

Seidman
Sheldon Katz
Mark T. Lewellyn
Nancy and Dan Longo
The Robert and Natalie Mandel 

Family Foundation
R. Lucia Riddle
William and Linda Rule
Leonard Sirota and Eileen Ivey 
Peggy and Alec* Tomlinson
Joseph and Linda Young

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Keith and Celia Arnaud
Tom and Loretta Beaumont
Nan Beckley 
Sharon Bennett MD
Judy and Peter Blum Kovler 

Foundation
Bonnie C. Carroll and 

Roy Cooper
Richard H. Cleva
John and Linda Derrick
Mihir Desai
Kathy and Jody Dreyfuss
John Edelmann and Jeff Love
Meg and John Hauge
Donald E. Hesse and 

Jerrilyn Andrews
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb
David Insinga and 

Robert McDonald
Dr. James and Deborah Karesh
Caroline S. Klemp
Ray Olson
Janis Reed and Jack Requa
Judi and Richard Sugarman
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Suzanne Thouvenelle and 

Dennis Deloria
Virginia D. Weber

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Jim and Mai Abdo
Friend of Arena
Dr. and Mrs. C. Wrandle Barth
Judith N. Batty
Sander M. Bieber and 

Linda E. Rosenzweig
Richard and Eleanor Bochner
Constance Bohon MD
David and Judy Bonior
Jere Broh-Kahn
Blain and Peg Butner
William Caldwell and 

Michele Toth
Gail Chambers and Scott Baker
John Chester
Debbie and Adam Cohen
Beth Cunningham and 

David Wolfe

James and Dorothy Dake
Belle N. Davis in memory of 

Martin “Marty” Davis
Joseph P. DiGangi
Bill and Linda Garvelink
Michael Greenbaum and 

Sherry Liebes 
Woolf Gross
Carol and Bill Gross
Susan B. Haight
Laura Hart
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Theo W. Hodge Jr., MD and 

Frederick Eugene Taylor, 
Jr., AIA

John and Anne Holman
Dr. Donald Wallace Jones, 

Dr. Betty Jean Tolbert Jones 
and Tracey Tolbert Jones

Cal and Barbara* Klausner
Drs. Susan and Perry Klein
Barry Kropf
Jean and John Lange
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Mark Levine and 

Sara Imershein
Caroline Lewis
John and Trish Long
Abby Mandel
Vicky Marchand
Steve Mayer and 

Vera Oye' Yaa-Anna
Ryan E. Merkel
Richard and Erin Mills
David Montgomery
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Marina and David Ottaway
James T. Parson, Jr.
Toni and Ronald Paul
Laura Peebles and 

Ellen Fingerman
Ann and Terry R. Peel
Mr. Michael Pollard and 

Mrs. Penelope Pollard
Gail Povar and Larry Bachorik
Franklin D. Raines and 

Denise Grant
Mary Ann Re
Nancy Regan
Talmadge Roberts and 

Mary E. Roberts

  
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Jill and Rick Robinson
Margaret Ann Ross
Trina and Lee Rubenstein
Blair and Sally Ruble
Jo Ella Samp
Jeff and Ellen Sandel
Jean Schiro-Zavela and 

Vance Zavela
Raymond and 

Deborah Sams Sczudlo
McAdo Shuler, Jr.
Mark and Merrill Shugoll 
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Simaitis
Annelise and Robert H. Smith
Ruth and Arne* Sorenson
Robert J. Surovell
Dr. and Mrs. Harvey Sweetbaum
Keith and Jeanette Thackrey
Barbara Toohill
Shawna Watley
Glenn Westley and 

Jeanne Holzgrefe
Jaan Whitehead
Jon and Sandra Willen
Richard and Leslie 

Wojciechowicz
Deborah and David Yaffe
Jane Yanulis
Judy and Leo Zickler

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (7)
General Clara Adams-Ender 
Julie Alderman Boudreau
Garland Allen
The Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 

Clement C. Alpert
Dean Amel and Terry Savela
Robert C. and Elissa B. Bernius
Lucille A. Bland
Joe and Sue Bredekamp
Candice C. Bryant
Susan and Dixon Butler
William and Kathleen Carey
Dr. Myla Carpenter
Lisa I. Cholmondeley
Lynne H. Church
Jeremy and Stefanie Cohn
Karen and Joseph Coleman
Wilson Compton
Mr. Michael Crosswell
Valerie and John Cuddy
Nancy Dawson
Cynthia J. Decker
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Angela Dickey and 

Patricia Norland
Patricia L. D'Orazio
Dr. Alexandria Edwards
Dr. Gloria J. Edwards
Dr. James Ellzy and 

Mr. Francis O’Malley
The Farmer Family
Geraldine Feaster and 

Calvin Bethea*
Peter and Alison Fenn
Trudy Fleisher
Lorraine Fleming and 

Harry Parrish
Mr. Gary Fontaine
Robert and Carole Fontenrose
Ellen Fox MD
Mr. and Mrs. Davis R. Gamble Jr.
Lenue and Barbara Gilchrist
Eileen M Gleimer
Amnon and Sue Golan
Gregg H. S. Golden
Janet Hall Graff
Sally W. Gresham
Ellie and John Hagner
Richard E. Hardy
Chris Harris

Patricia Harvey
Ms. Margaret Hennessey
Martin and Nene Hill
Lauren* and Glen Howard
Whitney Hubbard
Arthur Hyland and 

Suzanne Jenkins
Linda Irizarry
John Iwaniec and Tracy Gray
Lucrecia P. Johnson, Esq.
John Keator and 

Virginia Sullivan
Tuke and Pierce Klemmt
Lauren S. Kogod
Leslie S. Kogod
Teresa and Richard Kramer
Ashley J. Lawrence
Jim and Sharon Lowe
Lorraine and Craig Martin
C. Wakefield Martin and 

Paula S. Thiede
Mark and Marsha Mazz
Susan Hall McCannell
Robert and Joelen Merkel
Steve and Sylvia Moore
Martha Newman
Sheila and Ford Newman
Frank and Linda Nutter
R. Frances O’Brien and 

Stephen Flott
Joe Oppenheimer and 

Edith Fraser
Anne Paine and Fowler West
Lauren Pate
Howard and Dorothy Pedolsky
Judy Perry, Col (USAF Retired
Mazel Pernell
Randy and Kathy Pherson
Paula and William Phillips
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Pitts
Margaret Pollack and 

Paula Reed Lynch
Marjorie Lynne Powell
Ane Powers
Lutz Prager and Pat Lark*
Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas J. Reckford
Elise and Dennis Reeder
Barbara Riley
Christopher Robinson
Gareth Rosenau
Bruce and 

Lori Laitman Rosenblum
Emily B. Rouse
Cathy Rutherford and 

Lisa Levine
Linda and Arthur Schwartz
Carol Schwartz
Richard and Jacqueline Sellers
Erin P. Shannon
Lisa and Jim Shannon
Hana Sharif
Bobbi and Larry Shulman
Ken Simonson and Jan Solomon
Mike and Patti Sipple
Carl Wayne Smith and 

Michael Burke
Mignon and Kebharu Smith
Lawrence and Arlene Spinelli
Cecile Srodes
Greig Stewart and 

James Hudson
Patricia Stonesifer and 

Michael Kinsley
Bill Swedish and Linda Griggs
Eileen and Michael Tanner
Linda and Steuart Thomsen 
Laura L. Tosi
Mary Vavrina
John and Val Wheeler
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Ken and Dorothy Woodcock

Robert and Anne Yerman
Michael Walker
Bill and Terry Witowsky
Jeffrey and Johanna Zinn

LEAD
Anonymous (9)
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Adamson
Jenna and Bill Allen
Hon. Frank and Mrs. 

Antoinette Almaguer
Tonia and Scott Anderson
Virginia Anthony
Kathy and Lawrence Ausubel
Dr. John Bailey and 

Mrs. Juanita O. Coye Bailey
Ronald Bailey and 

Pamela Friedman
Michael Baker
Janet and David Batlan 
Anna K. Behrensmeyer
Karen Beiley and Eric Fingerhut
Dava Berkman
Peter and Ellen Berty
Elizabeth L. Blakeslee
Vincent and Veronica Boles
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borsuk
Jan Boyce
Rita Braver Barnett
William and Emily Brittle
Dr. Adrienne Brown
Harold R. Bucholtz
S. M. Bumbrey
Donna Butts and William Libro
Nancy Chesser and J.M. Rowe
Jo Ann and Wesley Chin
Rese Cloyd
Francis and Terry Coates
The Manny and Ruthy Cohen 

Foundation
Brian Cooke
Joe and Randi Cosentino
Johanna S. Cummings in 

memory of Ian Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Currie
Richard Dagen
Julie Davis and Clyde Relick
Pat Davis and Wes Callender
Deanna K. Dawson
Lorraine Day
Lisa and Tony Delity
Althea Dixon
Kimberly Dixon
Edward Donahue, III
Don Douglas and Carolyne Weil*
Cheryl Dragoo
John Driscoll
Sue Duncan and Leo Fisher
Mrs. Elizabeth Edgeworth
Rick and Renee Edson
Fern Flanagan Saddler
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flyer
JoEllen and Martin Frost
Richard Gervase and 

Stuart Delery
Amy C. Gilbert
Mark* and Sara Goldberg
Paula S. Goldman
John M. Goodman
The Greene-Milstein 

Family Foundation
Bob Gronenberg
Gail Gulliksen
Jack E. Hairston Jr.
The Honorable Robert and 

Susan Hale
Robert and Carol Hall
Mr. Lars Hanson and 

Ms. Rosanne LeVitre
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Hart
Doris Hausser
Elizabeth C. Hawthorne

Shawn C. Helm and 
J. Thomas Marchitto

Paul R. Henderson
Liz Hilder and Randy Smith
Jill Hill and Julie Hill
Lucia and Fred Hill
Jessica Hirschorn and 

Henry Howard, Jr.
Clarence G. Hoop
John and Debra Howard
Drew Huffman
Ms. Lyn Ingersoll
Patricia Jackman and 

Stephen L. John
Dr. and Mrs. 

William B. Jackson II
Wayne and Susan Jonas
Thelma D. Jones
Jason Johnston
Martha L. Kahn in memory of 

Simeon M. Kriesberg 
Belinda Kane
Dr. and Mrs. Ron Karpick
Joseph and Jane Keady
Kyle Kerr and Stephen Bique
Kathleen Knepper
Patricia and John Koskinen
Ms. Jane Mary Kwass
Jane Lang
Richard and Cecilia Larkin
Elaine R. Leavenworth
John and Jane Lewis
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
Mrs. E. Kathleen Linville
David Lloyd, Realtor
Shirley Loo
Kenneth C. and 

Elizabeth M. Lundeen
Ms. Linda Marks and 

Mr. Rafael V. Lopez
Joanne S. Martin
Lou Mayo
Marlene Mayo
Lou Mazeway
Dr. Florence K. Millar
David Mitchell
Donald and Lynne Myers
Meenakshi and 

Arvind Nandedkar
Dave Pawlik and 

Susan Albertine
Stan Peabody
Liz Pennisi and Matt Butcher
Anne E. Peret
Whayne and Ursula Quin
Carroll Quinn
Vincent and Nancy Radosta
Emil and Judith* Regelman
Margaret Rice and Bill Sette
Lynda Robb
June A. Rogul
Helen Ross
Alan and Florence Salisbury
Kenneth and Chris Sale
Jean Sammon
Evelyn Sandground and 

Bill Perkins, in memory of 
Frank and Marta Jager

Molly Smith and 
Suzanne Blue Star Boy

Sharon Steele
Dr. Sheila Taube
Elizabeth and Jerome Teles
Ryan Neels Terry and Louis Loh
Elizabeth Thornhill
Douglas Trainum in memory of 

Peggy Laves Trainum
Judge and Mrs. James T. Turner
Roger and Diane Warin 
Cameron and 

Susan Weiffenbach
Walter Wentz
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George and Patti White
Debbie and Daniel Williams
J. David Willson
Robert Wilson

SUPPORTING ROLE
Anonymous (15)
Susan Absher
Ms. Carol J. Anderson
Victoria Arana
Robert J. Bachman
Kevin Baker
Mary Baldini
Marion S. Ballard
Mary Barton and 

Beth Biegelsen
Edward and Iris Beckwith
Sue Benson 
Tom Blackburn
Ann Blackman and 

Michael Putzel
Edward Blanton and Rusty Lynn
Tanya Bodzin
Alex Bogdanovsky and 

Elena Shtern
Nettie Bouchie
Randall A. Bowman
Anne Boyden
Cynthia Boyer*
Steven Brady
Valerie Briggs and Peter Kelley
Ms. Carolyn Broussard*
Diane Brown
Kathy Brown in memory of 

Ted Bean
Richard Allen Brown
Terrence J. Brown and 

Linda D. Whitlock-Brown
Yvette Benton Bullock
Cynthia Bunton
Susan and Mike Burk 
Avery Burns
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Cameron Byrd
Sandra and Paul Byrne
Marni Byrum and 

Martha McQuade
John P. Cahill
Jason and Ashley Campbell
Maria Carmona
Ms. Patricia Carter
Carla Cartwright
Michael Carty and 

Linda Brothers
Cecilia M. Chandler
Allayne and Brian Chappelle
Beth and Ron Cogswell
Jane Cohen
Ann Collins
Brian Collins
James and Ann Connell
Ray and Mary Converse
Debora J. Cottrell
Barbara and Paul Couture
Susan M. Crawford
Laurie Davis and Joe Sellers
Stephen A. Dean and 

Pamela S. Hinds
Clark and Emilie Downs
David Dunn
Ann Elliott
William E. Elwood
Evelyn and Barry Epstein
Christopher Ernst
Ralph and Gwendolyn Everett
Catherine Fadel
Gary Felser
Bonnie and Larry Fields
Jill A. Fields
Phyllis and Marc Fleischaker
Cathy and Donald Fogel
Heather Foley
Allan D. Friedman

Catherine Gahres and 
James Woolford

Paul Gamble
Natwar Gandhi and Panna Naik
Susan B. Garland
Rachel Gartner
Dr. Kirk Geter
Wayne and Laura Gifford
Martha Goldstone
Alvin and Maxine Golub
Joyce and Richard Gordon
Gerry and Alan Graham
Palmer and Barry Graham
Ruth B. Gramlich
Madi Green, in memory 

of Duff Green III
Maxine Green
Mr. and Mrs. 

Abraham Greenstein
Karen T. Grisez
Sue Guenther
Frank Guzzetta and 

Paul Manville
Wilbur Hadden
Daniel and Therisia Hall
Brenda Hawkins
Rachel Hecht
Bert Helfinstein and 

Margaret Rodenberg
Connie Heller
Paul Herman and 

Karen Goldman
Dorothea Hiltenbrand
Karen Hirakawa
Toby Horn
Roger and Neesa Hoskin
Jerry Hungerman
Heather Huyck
Geraldine Inge
Ann Ingram
Smyrna N. Jackson
Paul and Pam Jaikaran
Robin Jenkins
Norm and Anita Johnson
Diane Johnson-Quinn and 

Vincent Quinn
Kenneth and 

Thereese Johnston
Kimberly and Tad Johnston
Trina Jones 
Joyce E. Jordan
Corey K.
Thomas Kane
Robert Kain
Robbie Katson
Gale Kaufmann
Peter Kimmel and 

Stephanie Jackson
Michael Kielbiewicz and 

Barbara Strong
Mrs. William Kingsbury
Emily Irish Kohler
Kenneth and Carol Doran Klein
Mary Lou and Jack Kramer
Paul Kung
Sarah Kyrouac
Mr. and Mrs. James Landberg
Allan and Sondra Laufer
Robin Lee
Philip and Lisa Leibow
Steve Leinwand and 

Ann Lawrence
Stuart and Brock Lending
Paul Levine
Dave Levy
Michael and Paula Levy
Dr. and Mrs. Randall J. Lewis
Jan and Elizabeth Lodal
Nga Lopez
Frank and Liz Lostumbo 
Joan Lunney
Chris and Christine Magee

Olusola Malomo
Gerald and Madeline Malovany
Martin Malsch and 

Jane Axelrad
Harry Manin
Hon. John E. Mansfield
Susan and Dan Mareck
Margaret Marin
Steve Marsh
Michelle Mason
Hans and Marianne Mayr
William McBride and 

Susan Caporaso McBride
Elizabeth Ann McGrath
Margaret McKelvey and 

William Harkins
Patricia McMahon
Sarah McMeans
Terry and Tom Melo
Lenore Meyers
Alan Miller
Sandy Mitchell
Mary Beth Moore and 

Douglas Ruby
Bob and Wendy Morris
Mr. Robert J. Morse
Stephen H. Morris and 

Jill L. Clark
Robert and Mimi Morse
Helaine G. Morss
Delphine Motley
Jack Moyer and Jane Passman
Marilyn L. Muench
Hedy Nash and John Wetterau
Nick Newlin
William and Louisa Newlin
Ms. Laurence Nolan
Jeremy I. Novak 
Kay A. Oliver, Ph.D.
Charles and Janet Parker
Doris Parker and Michael Spatz
Wilson and Deborah Parran
Bill and Jenny Pate
Ms. Barbara Patocka
Scott Pearson
Jeanne and Burnie Peters
Margaret and Carl Pfeiffer
Sophia Phillips
Gavin Pinchback
Wendell and Kathy Primus
Emily Johnson and 

Vijay Ramachandran
Howard and Emily Reichel
Catherine Remijan
Maria Farese Rendine
Richard B. and 

Constance Rhind Robey
David and Lynn Rickard
Marietta S. Robinson
Dr. Tommie L. Robinson, Jr.
Charles Rohe
Denise A. Rollins
Setsuko Rosen and 

Robert Luther
Steven M. Rosenberg and 

Stewart C. Low III
Herbert and Nancy Rosenthal
Sheryl Rosenthal and Marty Bell
Dr. Bernard and Louise Rostker
Mr. and Mrs. John Sacchetti
Carol Sadler and 

Steve Geimann
Linda B. Schakel
Richard Schiller
Dr. Frederick* and Peri Schuyler
Jennifer Segal
Sandra and David Sellers
Charlotte Selton
Sylvia Shenk
Sally Simms
Luann S. Sinclair
Mary and Charles Sjoquist

James A, Smailes
Donald M. Smith and 

Claire L. Filemyr
Pamela Brown Smith
Dan Snyder and Rory Austin
Kate Snyder
Rochelle Steinberg (Shellie)
Susan and John Sturc
Ruth Tate
Dennis and Rosalind Thomas
Mr. Al Thomson and 

Ms. Carol Michaelsen
Deborah Thompson
Patricia Thorne
Juergen Tooren
Rita C. Toscano
Roger and Elizabeth Trangsrud
Angela Tucciarone
Kathryn Turner
Dr. Carolyn Peoples Veiga
Steve Verna
Geoffrey and Susan Vincent
Kathy Waldman and 

Steve Sabat
Ms. Maria Wagner
Michael Waldman & Linda Coe
Howard Walgren and Lee Allen
Pamela Walker
Richard and Joann Weiner
Helen White and Andy Leighton
Greg and Mary Whiteman
Robert and Barbara Whitten
Linda Jepson Willen
Bernetta and Kevin Williams
Jean and Sam Williams
Larry and Patti Williams/Pride
Patricia Page Williams
Robert and Gwendolyn Williams
Antoinette WinklerPrins
Beverly and Chris With
David Woodson
Beth and John Wright
Elaine Wunderlich
Edith Wyeth
Karen and Todd Yoder
David Young
Joel and Pamela Zingeser
Victor Zitel

*Deceased

Legend:
Ovation Circle 

$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle 

$50,000 – 99,999
Benefactor’s Circle 

$25,000 – 49,999
Leadership Circle 

$15,000 – 24,999
President’s Circle 

$10,000 – 14,999
Producer’s Circle 

$6,000 – 9,999
Director’s Circle 

$3,000 – 5,999
Playwright’s Circle 

$1,500 – 2,999
Lead: $700 – 1,499
Supporting Role: $350 – 699

We endeavor to provide a 
complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. 
However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the 
Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also 
grateful to the thousands 
of other contributors to 
Arena Stage.

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Today is the day to 
inspire, delight 
and amaze.

We’re proud to support Arena Stage and the joy you bring to our 

community every day.

pnc.com
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We Share Your 
Dream for the Future
Powering our communities is just the beginning. At 
Exelon, we consider it our responsibility to improve the 
quality of life for people in the communities where we 
live, work and serve. Participation in good corporate 
citizenship is an integral part of our culture, and we 
inspire our employees to help everyone succeed.
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INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING US!
The vital support Arena Stage receives from many institutions makes our work possible. We thank those 
institutions who have generously donated $1,500 or more to our Annual Fund campaign this year.  
This list represents supporters as of January 6, 2025.

OVATION CIRCLE

Anonymous 

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE

Share Fund

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

deLaski Family Foundation
William S. Abell Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Anonymous
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation, Inc.
Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for 

the Performing Arts

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Alice Shaver Foundation
BakerHostetler LLP
The Bernstein Companies
Boston Consulting Group
Comcast NBC Universal
The Davis/Dauray Family Fund
Mars Foundation
Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation
S&R Evermay
Southwest Business Improvement District
The Morgan Fund at Seattle Foundation
Venable Foundation

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
Dimick Foundation
England Family Foundation
Friends of Southwest DC
Gallery 64
Graham Holdings Company
Hattie M. Strong Foundation 
JBG Smith Cares
Strategic Education
The Nora Roberts Foundation
The Reef Team of TTR Sotheby’s

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
ArentFox Schiff
Enterprise Mobility Foundation
The Howard and Geraldine Polinger Foundation

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Potomac Law Group, PLLC
Wawa Foundation

Legend:
Ovation Circle……………$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle………..$50,000-$99,999
Benefactor’s Circle......$25,000-$49,999
Leadership Circle.........$15,000-$24,999
President’s Circle.........$10,000-$14,999
Producer’s Circle..........$5,000-$9,999
Director’s Circle............$2,500-$4,999
Playwright’s Circle....... $1,500-$2,499

We endeavor to provide a complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also grateful to the thousands of 
other contributors to Arena Stage, whose names space 
will not permit us to print.
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Artistic Director............................................Hana S. Sharif 
Executive Producer........................................Edgar Dobie
Founding Director..................................Zelda Fichandler 

(1924-2016)
Founding Executive
Director.............................................Thomas C. Fichandler 

(1915-1997)
Artistic Director
Emeritus.................................................................Molly Smith

ADMINISTRATION
Chief of Staff.........................................................Alison Irvin
Executive Assistant.......................... Hannah Viederman
Chief Financial Officer.............................Judy Leventhal
Controller......................................................... John Monnett
Accounting Manager..........................Christopher Murk
Staff Accountant............................................. Mark Runion
Payroll & HR Administrator............................Tyra Picazo
Human Resources Consultant.......................Lighterfly: 

Susan Shin, Jill Hulnick, Stella Lim
Auditors................................................................Marcum LLP
Legal Counsel...................................ArentFox Schiff LLP; 

Kramer Levin Robbins Russell

ARTISTIC
Associate Artistic Director...................... Teresa Sapien
Senior Director, Artistic Strategy 
and Impact.................................................Reggie D. White
Literary Manager.............................. Otis C. Ramsey-Zöe
Casting Director/Line Producer............Raiyon Hunter
Artistic Associate...........................................Misy Singson
Artistic Fellow............................................Abigail Thomas*
Current Commissioned Writers...........The Bengsons, 

Lee Cataluna, Noah Diaz 
Lady Dane Figueroa Edidi, 

Emily Feldman, Idris Goodwin, 
Caleen Sinnette Jennings, Deepak Kumar, 

Taylor Mac, Octavio Solis, Vera Starbard, 
Cheryl West, Lauren Yee, 

Karen Zacarías, Zack Zadek

BUILDING OPERATIONS
Director of Facilities 
and Operations...........................................Keaun Windear
Maintenance Assistant....................................Tevin Smith
Porter..............................................................Lawrence Wise
Building Technician....................................Harvey Ceasar
Stage Door Attendant.....................................Kay Rogers
Environmental and Security Services................SWBID  

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Director of Community 
Engagement.....................................Sean-Maurice Lynch
Camp Programs Director..............Rebecca Campana
Community Engagement  
Producer...........................................................Tiffany Fulson
Learning Engagement 
Managers.................................................... Katie Campbell,

Grant Emerson Harvey
Training Programs Manager................................Zoë Hall
Learning Engagement 
Coordinator......................................................Kayla Warren
Community Partnership 
Assistant.................................................Douglas Robinson
Senior Community 
Engagement Fellow......................Winta Habtemichael*
School Programs 
Fellow................................... Esteban Marmolejo-Suarez*

DEVELOPMENT
Interim Chief 
Development Officer......................... Betsy O. Anderson
Director of Development  
Operations and Events.................................Maria Corso
Director of 
Strategic Philanthropy......................R. Wesley Meekins
Interim Director of 
Institutional Partnerships ..........................Abigail Cady
Membership Manager...............................Lauren Lopaty
Gift Planning Specialist.....................................Maya Weil
Institutional Partnerships 
Specialist...................................................Mary Helen Pryal
Membership Assistant....................................Oscar León
Development Operations  
and Events Assistant.........................................Mina Sollars
Development Fellow................................... Nathaniel Huff*

GENERAL MANAGEMENT
General Manager................................................ Alicia Sells
Associate General 
Manager.............................................Katharine Templeton
Company Manager........................................... Trisha Hein
Assistant Company Manager........................Bowen Fox
General and Production 
Management Coordinator.......................Jenna Murphy
General and Company 
Management Fellow..................................... Rachel Halili*

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATION
Information Technology  
Consultant..............................................Ren Tec Solutions:

Travis Armbuster (Director), 
Tima Theppakdee (Help Desk Tier II),  

Jime Marquez (Help Desk), 
Jarrett Poole (System Administrator)

IS Help Desk..................................................Eddie Wieland

ARENA STAGE THEATER STAFF
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MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Director of Marketing & 
Communications.............................................Ashton Beck
Associate Director of Marketing & 
Communications...................................Ryan Impagliazzo 
Senior Graphic Designer..........................Jenny Hwang
Content and 
Email Specialist........................ Gaby Castro-Rodriguez
Social Media Specialist............................ Steven Franco
Public Relations Specialist..........Anastasia St. Hilaire
Graphic Designer....................................Kristopher Ingle
Marketing & Communications  
Administrative Assistant.............................. Destiny King
Marketing and Media Fellow..............Danait Haddish*
Multimedia Design Fellow....................... Jane Gerrard*

PRODUCTION
Interim Director of Production.........Calvin Anderson
Senior Production Manager...................Trevor A. Riley
Assistant Production 
Manager..................................................... Rachel Crawford

STAGE MANAGEMENT
Resident Production 
Stage Manager.........................................Christi B. Spann

SCENIC
Technical Director........................................... Travis Smith
Associate Technical Director...................Clare Cawley
Scene Shop Supervisor................................. Frank Miller
Stage Supervisor........................................Hannah Martin
Scenic Charge Artist.....................................Colleen Doty
Scenic Artist..............................................Misha Rodriguez
Carpenters.....................................................Erick Boscana, 

Matthew Grisdela, Julia Junghans,  
Max Marshall, Logan McDowell, Lily Rehberg

PROPERTIES
Properties Director..................................Jennifer Sheetz
Associate Properties Director..........Jonathan Borgia
Head Props Artisan........................................... Niell DuVal
Props Artisan................................................. Kyle Handziak
Props Assistants.........Erica Feidelseit, Kayla Prough

LIGHTS
Lighting Supervisor....................................Paul Villalovoz 
Assistant Lighting Supervisor......................Olivia Rudd
Electricians.................. Scott Folsom, Kelsey Swanson 

Nicole Trantum
Lighting Fellow...............................Christian Henrriquez*

SOUND
Sound and Video Supervisor................ Brian Burchett
Assistant Sound and   
Video Supervisor...................................... Lex Allenbaugh
Sound Technicians................................Alexander Cloud,  

Liv Farley, Kirubell Seyoum

COSTUMES
Costume Director..........................Joseph P. Salasovich
Associate Costume Director.......................Cierra Coan
Drapers.....................................Seth Gilbert, Erika Krause
First Hands..........................................Michele Macadaeg, 

Elizabeth Spilsbury
Craftsperson..................................................Deborah Nash
Wardrobe Supervisor.................................Alice Hawfield
Wigs, Hair, and  
Makeup Supervisor...................................... Jaime Bagley  
Dressers................... Caitlin O’Brien, Sabrina Simmons

SALES & AUDIENCE SERVICES
Senior Director, Sales & 
Audience Services........................................... Isaac Evans 
Sales Operations Specialist & 
Executive Assistant.................................Sabrina Zillinger 

SALES OFFICE 
Associate Director of Sales Services & 
Operations ......................................................Caroline Hunt 
Junior Tessitura & Ticketing 
Systems Specialist..................................Aaron Hutchens 
Managers of Sales Services.......... Hannah Damanka, 

Olivia Martin 
Lead Sales & Audience 
Services Associate................................Keshaun Connor
Sales & Audience Services 
Associates........................... Mary Ann Anderson-Garlic,

Sydné Marie Chesson, Colin O'Bryan,
Dylan Parham, Iara Rogers Benchoam,

Gary Shackleford

GROUP SALES
Lead Manager of Group Sales..................Donald Jolly 
Group Sales Coordinators..............Brandon Ferguson 

Melissa Lin Sturges

AUDIENCE SERVICES
Director of Audience Services............Andrew Rampy 
House Managers....................Ric Birch, Vicky Kobelka, 

Bruce Perry, Zachary Radhuber
Additional Staff for 
This Production..............................................Grant Collins,

Dalton Lamberth, Hayley McGuirl 

EVENTS & RENTALS
Manager of Events & Rentals...................Trevor Haren 
Events & Rentals Coordinators..................Hiwot Hailu, 

Jasmine Martin

MERCHANDISING, FOOD, & BEVERAGE
Associate Director of Merchandising 
& Guest Experience....................................Jody Barasch 
Lead Bartender, Hospitality......................Erika Wallace 
Lead Bartender, Operations.....................Edwin Cortez 
Bartenders.........................................................Rachel Halili, 

Esteban Marmolejo-Suarez, Megan Neftali, 
Kaitlyn Sakry, Abigail Thomas

* 2024/25 Class of the Allen Lee Hughes BIPOC Fellowship Program



Care that puts you  
in the spotlight.
At MedStar Health, we're here for you when you need us. That's why 
we offer more urgent care locations than any healthcare system in  
the region, including our newest location in Navy Yard. We provide 
on-demand telehealth, available 24/7. Plus, we’ve added more than 
700 new providers across MedStar Health—all to better treat you.


