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Amplifying artists 
of every age.
AARP celebrates artists over 50 of every form. Through 
our Brain Health work, we know that art keeps us 
mentally sharp, as it connects us and preserves our 
collective story. We’re uplifting these dynamic artists 
who have mastered their craft in the areas of costume 
design, dance and hip-hop music.
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Arena Stage is built on the land of the Piscataway people of the 
Algonquin-speaking tribes, as well as the lands of the Native American 

people of the greater Anacostia, Potomac, and Tidewater regions.

ARTISTICALLY SPEAKING
“I was leaving the South to fling myself into the unknown… 

I was taking a part of the South to transplant in alien 
soil, to see if it could grow differently, if it could drink 
of new and cool rains, bend in strange winds, respond 
to the warmth of other suns and, perhaps, to bloom.”
— The Warmth of Other Suns

It is a thrill and a profound honor to continue Arena’s artistic 
partnership with Step Afrika!—this time in collaboration with 

The Phillips Collection—to celebrate the bold, bright, and soul-
affirming art of one of America’s most inspired and influential 

artists. Welcome to The Migration: Reflections on Jacob Lawrence.
In her award-winning literary masterpiece, The Warmth of Other Suns, Isabel Wilkerson 
vividly captures the emotional odyssey of the Great Migration, a movement of exodus 
that began in 1910. Over six million Americans, many less than one generation removed 
from America’s four century-long practice of chattel enslavement, fled the Jim Crow 
South in search of safety and greater educational and economic opportunities in the 
American North, Midwest, and West. Jacob Lawrence, the first of his generation born in 
the North, grew up fully conscious of the thematic power and possibility of ‘movement’ 
both as a term with great political and cultural implications and as a central thread 
in his creative endeavors so much so that it is nearly impossible to extricate the 
Lawrence family’s journey from Virginia and South Carolina to the bustling city streets 
of Harlem from Jacob’s iconic series. 
Though the lingering fingerprints of the Post Reconstruction-era policies that incited 
the Great Migration are still visible and reverberating in our collective consciousness, 
today we bear witness with profound joy to Step Afrika!’s divine and daring 
dancers as they breathe literal life into Lawrence’s portraits of a community—and a 
nation—in transition, bringing this history vividly into the 21st century. Their unique 
interpretation of the 60-panel archive, split between The Phillips Collection and 
New York City’s Museum of Modern Art, collectively encapsulates this pivotal period 
in American History with syncopated rhythms that carry and exalt the power of a 
thousand dreams.
Though brilliant as stand-alone works, each of the panels showcased in The Migration 
Series was created and intended to be witnessed as parts of the whole. In recognition 
of that impulse, every moment of choreography you will witness tonight pulls direct 
inspiration from the series and hopes to capture a community that Lawrence 
described as “vital, energized, and very alive.” 
It is a distinct privilege to close my first season as Arena’s Artistic Director by 
sharing in this collective witnessing of embodied past and present—in the brilliantly 
imagined, polyrhythmic joy of Step Afrika!, as they bring one of our nation's most 
beloved and prolific artistic collections to life. 
With gratitude, 

Hana S. Sharif 
Artistic Director, Arena Stage

ARENA STAGE MISSION
Arena Stage is the voice of 
American theater resident in 
our nation’s capital. Focused on 
American artists, our productions 
are innovative and representative 
of stories from across the country. 
We nurture new plays and 
reimagine classics. We celebrate 
our democracy and diversity 
through a multitude of voices in 
our productions and community 
engagement programs to inspire 
people to action. We produce 
all that is passionate, exuberant, 
profound, entertaining, deep and 
dangerous in the American spirit.

Photo by Nic Lehoux courtesy of Bing Thom Architects.



In service 
of those 
who serve
Boeing is grateful to service members and their families 
for their dedication and we are proud to support the 
Voices of Now Military Ensemble at Arena Stage and 
their efforts to tell more military-connected stories.

Learn more at boeing.com/community
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One of the best aspects of live performance is being able to take 
a two-dimensional idea and make it four dimensional. Theater 

has often brought a piece of history to life in order to tell a 
particular story and bring voice to those who less often or 
never are given a voice.

Arena’s friends at Step Afrika! bring the poignant paintings 
of Jacob Lawrence to life through movement. Lawrence’s 
telling of the story of Black migration to the North through 

image was an immensely creative endeavor, adding a unique 
depth to history. Step Afrika! takes Lawrence’s inspiration one 

step further, literally—bringing the story to life not through words, 
but movement, images, and sound. Storytelling is a wonderful art form 

because stories are told in so many ways.

Theater has a penchant for taking other written words and putting them on the stage 
possibly more often than looking to visual arts partners for inspiration, however, there 
are certainly significant examples of just such a crossover. A very recognizable example 
is Stephen Sondheim’s Sunday in the Park with George (produced at Arena in 1997 with 
co-production partner Signature Theatre). Georges Seurat's painting A Sunday Afternoon 
on the Island of La Grande Jatte comes to life—again in a literal way, but also through 
character and song. Another very recognizable adaptation of visual art to performing 
art is Crowns by Regina Taylor, inspired by the photographs of Michael Cunningham and 
Craig Marberry in Crowns: Portraits of Black Women in Church Hats. The magnificent head 
wear and, of course, the beautiful Black women who owned them came alive through 
costume and song on Arena’s stages four times between 2003 and 2009.

Considering visual artists themselves as well as their artwork, John Logan’s Red (produced 
in 2012 with co-production partner Goodman Theatre) brings Mark Rothko to life and 
features an intense scene where the two characters attack a canvas with their red paint. 
Georgia O’Keeffe is voiced in The Faraway Nearby by John Murrell (produced in 1999) with 
a tale of her personal relationships set among a backdrop of desert landscapes.

The Migration has also given Arena an opportunity to connect with our colleagues at 
The Phillips Collection, which houses many panels of Lawrence’s epic piece. The Phillips 
Collection has a focus on modern and contemporary art, including a Rothko Room (since I 
mentioned him above), and a current exhibition featuring the collections from the Howard 
University Gallery of Art entitled Where We Meet. The intersection of visual and performing 
art has endless possibilities, and perhaps in this digital age we will find more and more 
inspiration from a deeper look at ourselves and our world as represented visually.

Thus Arena’s 2023/24 Season finishes its cycle. Whether this was your first time to Arena 
this season, or your 500th, thank you for being with us, and I hope to see you all in the 
theater again soon.

Warmly,

 
Edgar Dobie 
Executive Producer 
President of the Corporation

FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRODUCER



This is the story of an 
exodus of African-Americans 
who left their homes and 
farms in the South around 
the time of World War I 
and traveled to northern 
industrial cities in search 
of better lives. It was a 
momentous journey. Their 
movement resulted in one of 
the biggest population shifts 
in the history of the United 
States, and the migration 
is still going on for many 
people today…

The Brown Sanchez Family is proud to  
support the incredible work of Step Afrika! 
Keeping Up The Movement

— Jacob Lawrence

To me, 
migration 
means 
movement.

“

”
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to The Migration: Reflections on Jacob Lawrence, 
one of Step Afrika!’s most celebrated productions. This is 
not just a performance, but a unique opportunity for you 
to witness the fusion of dance and visual art. Drawing 
direct inspiration from Jacob Lawrence’s renowned 
work, “The Migration Series,” which chronicles the 

movement of over six million African Americans from 
the South to the North, our performance honors a pivotal 

moment in American history. Through this production, Step 
Afrika! proudly merges the performing and visual arts realms to 

bring Lawrence’s evocative paintings to life on stage.

For this special rendition of The Migration, Step Afrika! has been granted a unique 
privilege. We are extremely proud to project images from both the even and odd 
panels of “The Migration Series,” a collection split between MoMA in New York City 
and The Phillips Collection here in Washington, DC. This is a rare opportunity to 
witness the unification of these panels through the power of dance, and we are 
thrilled to share it with you at Arena Stage!

As Step Afrika! celebrates 30 years of stepping and performing across the 
globe, our 30th Anniversary season is a testament to our commitment. It brims 
with domestic and international engagements, arts education initiatives, new 
community programs, all in ultimate celebration of our three-decade commitment 
to share the joy and cultural significance of stepping everywhere. We are proud to 
have you with us on this journey.

Thanks to our incredible Board of Directors and Reg Brown and Tiffeny Sanchez, 
whose unwavering and generous support of Step Afrika! has played a crucial role 
in bringing this production back to life. We couldn’t have done it without you!

Finally, we extend our deepest thanks to you for joining us on this extraordinary 
journey through history and art. I look forward to the future of Step Afrika! and our 
tremendous partnership with the amazing artists and administrators of Arena Stage. 
I truly hope you will stay with us every step of the way!

Warm regards,

C. Brian Williams 
Founder and Executive Producer, Step Afrika!

P.S. To delve deeper into Step Afrika!’s history, please visit our 30th Anniversary 
Timeline at timeline.stepafrika.org.

STEP AFRIKA! FOUNDER'S NOTE

http://timeline.stepafrika.org


Proudly Shaping 
the Local Landscape

Arena Stage 
Washington, DC
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STEP AFRIKA!
THE STORY OF STEP AFRIKA!
Founded in 1994 by C. Brian Williams, Step Afrika! is the world’s leading authority on the 
art form of stepping. Under Mr. Williams’ leadership, stepping has evolved into one of 
America’s cultural exports, touring more than 60 countries across the globe and ranking 
as one of the top 10 African American Dance Companies in the US.

Step Afrika! blends percussive dance styles practiced by historically African American 
fraternities and sororities; traditional African dances; and an array of contemporary 
dance and art forms into a cohesive, compelling artistic experience. Performances 
are much more than dance shows; they integrate songs, storytelling, humor and 
audience participation. The blend of technique, agility, and pure energy makes each 
performance unique and leaves the audience with their hearts pounding.

Step Afrika! promotes stepping as an educational tool for young people, focusing on 
teamwork, academic achievement, and cross-cultural understanding. The Company 
reaches tens of thousands of Americans each year through a 50-city tour of colleges and 
theaters and performs globally as Washington, DC’s one and only Cultural Ambassador.

Step Afrika! has earned Mayor’s Arts Awards for Outstanding Contribution to Arts 
Education, Innovation in the Arts, Excellence in an Artistic Discipline, and was inducted 
into the National Association of Campus Activities (NACA) Hall of Fame, the first Dance 
Company to earn this honor. Step Afrika! headlined President Barack Obama’s Black 
History Month Reception and performed at the first ever Juneteenth Celebration at 
the White House. The Company is featured prominently at the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of African American History and Culture with the world’s first stepping 
interactive exhibit.

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
C. Brian Williams, Founder and Executive Producer
Lamar Lovelace, Executive Director
Artis Olds, Director, Arts Education and Community Programs
Margo Cunningham, Marketing Manager

ARTISTIC TEAM
Mfoniso Akpan, Artistic Director
Conrad R. Kelly II, Assistant Artistic Director
Jakari Sherman, Director, The Migration: Reflections on Jacob Lawrence
Marianne Meadows, Lighting Designer and Production Manager

Learn more about Step Afrika! 
Share your experience! #StepAfrika 
www.stepafrika.org

http://www.stepafrika.org
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The Migration: Reflections on Jacob Lawrence is presented through 
generous funding from Reg Brown and Tiffeny Sanchez 

and made possible by

with additional support provided by B. Thomas Mansbach. 

We are grateful to Destination DC for their promotional support of this production.

THE MIGRATION
REFLECTIONS ON JACOB LAWRENCE

BY STEP AFRIKA!
DIRECTED BY 

JAKARI SHERMAN
FOUNDER AND EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, STEP AFRIKA! 

C. BRIAN WILLIAMS
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, STEP AFRIKA! 

MFONISO AKPAN
ORIGINAL SCENIC DESIGN BY 

HARLAN PENN
LIGHTING DESIGNER 

AND PRODUCTION MANAGER 
MARIANNE MEADOWS*

ORIGINAL COSTUME DESIGN BY 
KENANN QUANDER

ARENA STAGE
HANA S. SHARIF, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  |  EDGAR DOBIE, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

PRESENTS

Images from Jacob Lawrence’s “The Migration Series” generously provided by The Phillips Collection, Washington, DC 
and the Jacob and Gwendolyn Knight Lawrence Foundation, Seattle/Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York.

*Member of the United Scenic Artists Local USA 829

PROJECTION DESIGNER 
JAKARI SHERMAN

ORIGINAL SOUND DESIGN BY 
PATRICK CALHOUN
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“I was leaving the South to fling myself into the unknown. 
I was taking a part of the South to transplant in alien soil, to see if it 

could grow differently, if it could drink of new and cool rains, bend in strange 
winds, respond to the warmth of other suns, and, perhaps, to bloom.”

— Richard Wright

TRANE SUITE
Original Recording of “Trane” by W. E. Smith
Saxophone by Lionel B. Lyles II
Throughout the Great Migration, the train was an important means of transporting 
people to the North. The entire railroad industry recruited heavily in the South and thus, 
economically, became a primary means of African American’s “one-way ticket” to a new 
life. Named in reference to John Coltrane and paying homage to Duke Ellington’s “Take 
the A Train,” Trane is a journey in three parts, following the story of the Great Migration.

Movement One: TRANE
Choreographed by Jakari Sherman
Creation of Trane made possible by the DC Jazz Festival
The opening movement, Trane, establishes the connection between past and present: 
the rhythm of the train North; and the Alpha “train,” a time-honored element of stepping 
practiced by brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Movement Two: OFF THE TRAIN
Choreographed by Jakari Sherman
Three men arrive in the North, luggage in hand…thrilled about the possibilities.

Movement Three: MY MAN’S GONE NOW
Choreographed by Mfoniso Akpan, Aseelah Alien, Dionne Eleby, Kevin Marr, and Jakari Sherman
Recording of “My Man’s Gone Now” by Nina Simone
During the migration, it was common for men to journey North without their wives or 
children because of the high cost of travel. This left many women at home in the South 
caring for children and struggling to find work. My Man’s Gone Now is the story of three 
women, each in a different phase of their transition to the North and ready to be reunited 
with their loved one. 

CHICAGO
Choreographed by Jakari Sherman
Between the 1910s and 1920, more than 400,000 African American migrants left the 
South for many Northern and Western cities, including Philadelphia, Minneapolis, Seattle, 
Los Angeles, and Chicago. By the end of the 1920s, that number exceeded 1.2 million.
Chicago finds the migrant’s new rhythm in everyday situations. It is a percussive 
symphony using body percussion and vocals to highlight the collective self-
transformation of these brave men and women once they arrived “Up North.”

“Must we remain in the South or go elsewhere? 
Where can we go to feel that security which other people feel?”

— A Colored Woman in Alabama, 1902

DRUM CALL
Choreographed/Composed by Jakari Sherman and W.E. Smith
Original Recording of “African Villages” by W.E. Smith
The drum has always been essential to African culture everywhere and is critical to the 
rhythm of migration. Drum Call depicts an African village, the arrival of foreign ships, and 
the ensuing turmoil.

GO WEST: circa 1890
Choreographed by Makeda Abraham, Mfoniso Akpan, and Delaunce Jackson
Drumming by Abdou Muhammed, Agyei Keita-Edwards, and Conrad Kelly II
Flute by Lionel B Lyles II
When Africans arrived in America, their music and dance traditions were ingrained in 
the culture. Go West explores how West African dance and drum traditions spread and 
maintained their vitality in the New World.

DRUMFOLK
Choreographed by David Pleasant
Drumfolk is a celebration of the early development of African American percussive 
traditions including patting juba, hambone, and ring shout–giving way to art forms like 
tap dance and stepping. While exploring this heritage, Drumfolk reflects on the harsh 
conditions in the South that coincided with the practice of these transcendent musical 
forms. The work shows how the progression of such hardships preempted escape and 
migration, and how the fortitude of the enslaved led to the creation of new traditions like 
spirituals, field hollers and shouts.

WADE SUITE
Choreographed by Kirsten Ledford, LeeAnet Noble, and Paul Woodruff
Vocals by Ariel Dykes, Briona Jackson, Greg Watkins, and Kanysha Williams
Wade shows the continuity in African and African-American percussive dance traditions 
by blending the South African Gumboot Dance, tap, and stepping with the African 
American spiritual.

Movement One: THE DEACON’S DANCE
The African American spiritual played a significant role in lifting the spirit in troubled 
times. In The Deacon’s Dance, a deacon prepares for Sunday services.

Movement Two: WADE
After the abolition of slavery, the church remained a center of refuge and community-
building amidst the harsh conditions and served as a primary means of communication 
for industries recruiting labor during World War I. Wade highlights the importance of the 
church in helping African Americans survive the South, and its critical role in helping 
vulnerable migrants resettle in the North.

Intermission

PROGRAM PROGRAM



ENJOYING THE SHOW?
We seeing your experience at Arena 

on social media! Give us a follow, like, or tag 
and we’ll you back! 

TAG US:
 /arenastage /StepAfrika1994

 @arenastage @stepafrika

 @arenastage @stepafrika

 @arenastage @StepAfrikaHQ

TALK ABOUT US:
#ArenaStage #ArenaStageDC #StepAfrika 

#DCTheatre #ACreativeDC #Only1DC
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COMPANY
Kenneth L. Alexander  Nya Christian  Jerod Coleman 

Ariel Dykes  Keomi Givens Jr.  Leander Gray  Jordin Greene 
Kamala Hargrove  Briona Jackson  Nepri James  Terrence Johnson 

Agyei Keita-Edwards  Conrad Kelly II  Lionel D. Lyles II 
Abdou Muhammed  Isaiah O'Connor  Na'imah Ray  Valencia Springer 

Ericka Still  Brie Turner  Joseph Vasquez  Pelham Warner Jr. 
Robert Warnsley  Greg Watkins  Kanysha Williams

FOR THIS PRODUCTION
Associate Lighting Designer.............................................................................. YANNICK GODTS
Projections Coordinator..........................................................JONATHAN DAHM ROBERTSON
Show Caller............................................................................................................. CHRISTI B. SPANN 
Production Assistant............................................................................ KELSEY NICOLE JENKINS
Production Assistant............................................................................................TREVION WALKER 
Deck Carpenter..........................................................................................................MAX MARSHALL
Props Technician...................................................................................................ERICA FEIDELSEIT
Light Board Operator........................................................................................KELSEY SWANSON
A1.............................................................................................................................................ALEX CLOUD 
A2...............................................................................................................................................LIV FARLEY
Wardrobe Supervisor..........................................................................................ADELLE GRESOCK 
Wardrobe Supervisor.............................................................................................ALICE HAWFIELD 
Wigs, Hair, and Makeup Supervisor......................................................................JAIME BAGLEY

SPECIAL THANKS
Andrew R. Ammerman is the Directing Sponsor of the 2023/24 Season. 
His support allows Arena Stage to feature the work of the finest directors 
on our stages.

The beautiful costumes you see in the 2023/24 Season are generously 
sponsored by Lola C. Reinsch and the Reinsch Pierce Family Foundation.

The videotaping or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited. Please turn off all electronic 
devices. Drinks with a lid are allowed in the theater. Eating is not permitted inside the theater.

COMPANY / FOR THIS PRODUCTION / SPECIAL THANKS
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COMPANY
	 KENNETH L. ALEXANDER is 

a native of Savannah, GA, 
with a BFA in Interior Design 
from Valdosta State 
University. First introduced 
to stepping through the 
Sigma Beta Club, Kenneth 

went on to become a proud member of Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. He has taught 
and performed in and around Tampa Bay, 
FL, and most recently had the honor of 
performing at the Super Bowl LV Halftime 
Show. This is Kenneth’s first season with 
the company.

	 NYA CHRISTIAN is a native 
of Cleveland, OH, with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science, Sociology and 
Dance Arts from Howard 
University. A member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Incorporated, she has served as the Alpha 
Chapter Parliamentarian, Step Mistress, and 
Stroll Captain. Nya has choreographed 
works for Taste of Howard, the White House 
Initiative on HBCU Step performance, 
Howard University’s 2022 Homecoming 
Step Show performance, DC-based Black 
History Month performances, and the 2023 
North Atlantic Regional Step Show’s 
winning number. She has also represented 
the Howard University National Panhellenic 
Council and her Sorority on Good Morning 
America for “The story of 9 historically 
Black fraternities and sororities” segment 
during Black History Month. This is Nya’s 
first season with the company.

	 JEROD COLEMAN is a native 
of Columbus, GA, with a BA 
in History from the University 
of South Alabama. A 
member of the Theta Delta 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc., he has 

WHO’S WHO WHO’S WHO
served as both step and stroll master. Jerod 
has performed with the Atlanta Braves, 
Atlanta Falcons, Red Bull Dance Your Style, 
and DreamHack ATL entertainment teams. 
He taught at Thomas H. Brewer Elementary 
School in Columbus, Georgia, where he also 
ran an all-boys step team called the B.L.U.E. 
Steppers. This is Jerod’s first season with 
the company.

	 ARIEL DYKES is a native of 
Gainesville, FL, with an 
Associate of Arts Degree in 
Musical Theatre from 
Santa Fe College and a BFA 
in Dance from the 
University of Florida. Ariel 

was introduced to stepping and strolling 
as a member of the Iota Lambda Chapter 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., where 
she choreographed step routines for the 
chapter and UF’s National Panhellenic 
Council. She has trained in traditional and 
post-modern dance, jazz, voice, and acting, 
and has worked with such artists as Ailey 
Dancers’ Nathaniel Hunt and Saman tha 
Barriento, Tony Award winner Scott Coulter, 
and Galen Hooks. This is Ariel’s second 
season with the company.

	 KEOMI GIVENS JR. is a 
native of Miami, FL, where 
he trained with Ricardo 
Dume, Traci Young-Byron, 
Jakari Sherman, Conrad 
Kelly II, Tanisha Cide l, 
Maribel Trujillo, and Robert 

Battle. He has studied at the New World 
School of the Arts and the Mahogany 
Dance Theatre, where he served as a 
Rehearsal Director and choreographer. 
Keomi has danced with Gravity Dance 
Troupe and Young Contemporary Dance 
Theatre (YCDT) and has previously toured 
nationally with Step Afrika! as a guest artist. 
In addition to his exceptional work as a 
dancer, Keomi has choreographed for the 
legendary 100 of Florida A&M University, 
RickyDanco, and Booker T Washington 
Lady Twisters. This is Keomi’s first season 
with the company as a full-time artist.

	 LEANDER GRAY is a native 
of Washington, DC, and a 
previous BFA candidate 
with a Contemporary Dance 
concentration at the 
University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts. Leander 

has performed at the Black Leaves Project, 
CityDance Creating the Magic concerts, 
Art All Night DC, Elements Urban Arts 
Collective Annual Showcase, and the DC 
Youth Freestyle Battle. He has participated 
in the prestigious Monsters of Hip Hop 
Intensive and the Kennedy Center Dance 
Lab and was featured in one of Revolution 
Marz's music videos. This is Leander’s first 
tour with the company.

	 JORDIN GREENE is a DMV 
native and graduate of 
Howard University where 
she received her BFA in 
Theatre Arts and Dance 
from the Chadwick A. 
Boseman College of Fine 

Arts. She has a technical dance background 
in tap, ballet, jazz, contemporary, hip-hop, 
Horton, Dunham, and Graham. Jordin is 
currently a working artist with the local DC 
company SOLE Defined, with which she has 
performed and toured across the US, 
including notable stages like The Lincoln 
Center and The Kennedy Center. She has 
had the privilege of working with notable 
choreographers and artists such as Darrell 
Moultrie, Hope Boykin and HB Dance, 
Tommie Waheed, Janice Rosario, Royce 
Zackery, and Brian Flynn of Roult Dance 
Company. Jordan is grateful for all her 
experiences thus far and looks forward to a 
bright future in theater and dance.

	 KAMALA HARGROVE is a 
native of the Bronx, NY, with 
a BA in Mathematics, 
Theater, and Dance from 
Trinity College. Kamala 
studied with the Alvin Ailey 
School and Dance Theater 

of Harlem and has appeared in various 
music videos and live performances. She 

has performed with artists including Estelle, 
Mr. Vegas, Wizkid, and French Montana. 
Kamala has also worked as a teaching artist 
in New York City, teaching elementary, 
middle, and high school students. This is 
Kamala’s second season with the company.

	 BRIONA JACKSON is a 
vocalist, actress, songwriter, 
and teaching artist reigning 
from Washington, DC. She 
graduated from the 
prestigious Duke Ellington 
School of the Arts and 

earned her B.M. in Vocal Performance from 
George Mason University. As a multi-
generist performer, Briona has starred in a 
variety of roles across opera, theater, film, 
and musical tours. Her credits include One 
Mo’ Time (Anacostia Playhouse), Waldy 
Street (Broadway), and Step with Kevin 
Ross (Today Show/National Tour).

	 NEPRI JAMES is a native of 
Atlanta, GA, with a BA from 
North Carolina A&T State 
University. Step Master for 
her Alpha Phi Chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Inc., she is known for 

bringing her step team to victory at the 2018 
Homecoming Step Show. Nepri has worked 
for the Thurgood Marshall College Fund Rise 
and Contra Tiempo and has previously 
toured nationally with Step Afrika! as a guest 
artist. This is Nepri’s first season with the 
company as a full-time artist.

	 TERRENCE JOHNSON is a 
native of Broward County, 
FL, with a BA in General 
Studies from the University 
of Central Florida. Terrence 
has previously stepped with 
the ADIMU: Men of 

Excellence Step Team, and served as a co-
founder, president, and performer with the 
Hazard Step Team. He is also a 2015 
inductee of the UCF Chapter of Progressive 
Black Men, Inc. This is Terrence’s first season 
with the company as a full-time artist.
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	 LIONEL D. LYLES II is a 

native of Boulder, CO, with a 
degree in Music Education 
from Morgan State 
University and a Master of 
Music in Jazz Studies 
Saxophone Performance 

from North Carolina Central University, 
where he studied under jazz legends such 
as Branford Marsalis, Joey Calderazzo, 
Jimmy Heath, Roy Hargrove, Brian Horton, 
Robert Trowers, and Dr. Ira Wiggins. His 
ensemble The Lionel Lyles Quintet has 
produced three albums: The Lionel Lyles 
Quintet: The September Sessions (2006), 
The Lionel Lyles Quintet: At The Precipice 
(2014), and The Lionel Lyles Quintet: 
Simplistically Complex (2019). Lionel has 
received the JAZZY award for Best Jazz 
Tenor and has been recognized by the 
Washington City Paper as both the Best 
New Jazz Tenor Player and Best Performing 
Artist. His extensive teaching career 
includes positions as Director of Bands in 
the Baltimore City Public School System 
and Prince George’s County Public Schools, 
as well as a Woodwind Adjunct at Loyola 
University Maryland. In 2023, he joined the 
faculty of Morgan State University as the 
Director of Jazz.

	 ABDOU MUHAMMED is a 
native of Washington, DC, 
and has studied West 
African drumming since the 
age of 2 years old. 
Muhammad has studied and 
performed with various 

African Dance companies in the Washington, 
D.C. area, such as Coyaba Dance Theatre, 
African Heritage Dancers and Drummers, 
KanKouran Dance Company, and Ezibu 
Muntu African Dance Company. Throughout 
his 28 years of drumming, Muhammad has 
performed at various venues, such as the 
Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, Brooklyn 
Academy of Music in Brooklyn, NY, and The 
State Theatre in Austin, Texas. Currently, 
Muhammad is a Musical Director of Coyaba 
Dance Theatre and is on faculty at The Davis 
Center, The Washington Ballet, and at Inner 

	 AGYEI KEITA-EDWARDS is a 
professional drummer and 
percussionist who made his 
dynamic debut at the 
tender age of three. With a 
rich performance history at 
prestigious venues like the 

Brooklyn Academy of Music and the 
Millennium Stage of The Kennedy Center, 
Agyei has shared stages with celebrated 
artists, including Sheila E., and most 
notably, the acclaimed rapper and record 
producer Busta Rhymes at the MTV Video 
Music Awards. Agyei has over twenty years 
of experience in West African percussion, 
establishing himself as an accomplished 
and sought-after artist. He continues to 
accompany bands both nationally and 
internationally, including guest 
performances with Step Afrika!. A 
spiritually grounded and powerful 
musician, Agyei is the Musical Director of 
the Farafinakan percussion ensemble. His 
motto, “Do it with excellence or don't do it 
at all,” is evident in every performance.

	 CONRAD R. KELLY II is a 
native of Fort Lauderdale, 
FL, who studied Criminal 
Justice at Florida A&M 
University. Following his 
time with A&M’s Marching 
100 and The Strikers, 

Conrad became a soloist for The Rolle 
Project in Las Vegas and a dance 
instructor with Studio 305, where he 
regularly taught classes in hip-hop, 
contemporary, and jazz. Conrad has won 
numerous awards as a choreographer and 
dancer, and is a two-time recipient of the 
DC Commission on Arts and Humanities’ 
prestigious Arts and Humanities Fellowship 
Program. A longstanding member of the 
company, Conrad serves as Step Afrika!’s 
Assistant Artistic Director and most 
recently choreographed The Movement, an 
epic tribute to Black Lives Matter and the 
domino effect of activism experienced in 
2020. This is Conrad’s seventh season with 
the company.

coach, guest choreographer for local 
New York/Virginia majorette teams, and 
as a model for New York and Richmond, 
Virginia, fashion weeks. This is Valencia’s 
fifth season with the company.

	 ERICKA STILL is a native of 
St. Petersburg, FL, with a 
BA in Health Science, Pre-
Occupational Therapy, and 
Rehabilitation Management 
from Florida A&M 
University. Ericka previously 

stepped with AKAdemy Exquisite Gems 
and studied under the direction of 
Paulette W. Johnson and Shepiro 
Hardemon as a member and Co-Assistant 
Artistic Director of Mahogany Dance 
Theatre. This is Ericka’s second season 
with the company.

	 BRIE TURNER is a native of 
Lithonia, GA with a BA in 
Strategic, Legal, and 
Management 
Communications from 
Howard University’s Cathy 
Hughes School of 

Communications where she graduated 
magna cum laude. As an exceptional 
dancer, choreographer, and 
communications professional, Brie’s 
unwavering dedication to her craft has 
propelled her to great heights in her 
knowledge of performing arts. She has 
dedicated over 10 years to technical 
dance training, shaping her into a versatile 
and well-rounded dancer. During her 
undergraduate career at Howard, Brie 
became a member of Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority Inc., where she served as 
president and her passion for stepping 
was nurtured. Additionally pursing a minor 
in Theater Arts Administration, she rose to 
captain and co-captain roles in the 
Howard University Bisonettes Dance 
Ensemble. In her second season with the 
company, Brie is excited to continue 
bringing life to African diasporic stories 
and dance styles.

City Inner Child, an early childcare program 
based in Washington, DC, that introduces 
literacy through music and dance.

	 ISAIAH O'CONNOR is a 
native of Miami, FL, with a 
BS in Biology from Florida 
Agricultural and 
Mechanical University. A 
student of hip- hop, 
modern, and urban soul, 

Isaiah has previously stepped with the 
Strikers Dance Troupe under the direction 
of Shepiro Hardemon. This is Isaiah’s 
second season with the company.

	 NA'IMAH RAY is a native of 
Brooklyn, NY, with a BFA in 
Dance from Montclair State 
University. Na'imah 
performed as a Centennial 
Stepper with her sorority, 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority 

Incorporated, at the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade. She has trained with Dwana 
Smallwood, Earl Mosley, Christian von 
Howard, and Beatrice Capote, and 
participated in dance programs at The 
Ailey School and Earl Mosley’s Institute of 
the Arts. This is her second season with 
the company.

	 VALENCIA ODEYKA
EMONNI SPRINGER is a 
native of Brooklyn, NY, 
with a BA in Elementary 
Education from Virginia 
Union University. Valencia 
is a proud member of the 

Nu Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. 
and the Eta Psi Chapter of Tau Beta Sigma 
National Honorary band sorority and 
served as the first “Stand Queen” (captain) 
with the Ambassadors of Sound Marching 
Band. Previously a student of Restoration 
Youth Arts Academy, Valencia has 
performed with Forces of Nature, Dance 
Africa (Brooklyn), and as part of a live 
installation entitled “A Primordial Place.” 
She has also worked as a social studies 
and science teacher, dance teacher/
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	 JOSEPH VASQUEZ is a 

native of Guttenberg, NJ, 
with a BS in Exercise 
Science from Rutgers 
University in New 
Brunswick where he served 
as a member of Lambda 

Sigma Upsilon Latino Fraternity 
Incorporated. Joseph has led and 
choreographed for the Bachata 
Performance Team, and previously 
performed with The Revels, a stroll team 
led by Francisco Pozo and Carlos Zapata. 
This is Joseph’s second season with 
the company.

	 PELHAM WARNER JR. is a 
native of The Bronx, NY, and 
has a BA from Dutchess 
Community College. 
Pelham is a member of The 
Order of the Feather 
Fraternity where he served 

as the team’s Step Master and captain for 
five years, and has previously danced with 
The Players Club Steppers. Pelham has 
worked as a dance instructor in the 
greater New York City area, and recently 
performed in the a capella musical The 
Movement by Kathy D. Harrison at the 
National Black Theater Festival. This is 
Pelham’s fifth year with the company.

	 ROBERT WARNSLEY is a 
native of Chicago, IL, with a 
BS in Information 
Technology from Illinois 
State University. A member 
of the Eta Tau Chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 

Inc., Robert served as the step and stroll 
master and has organized, competed in, 
and placed first in numerous step shows. 
He has taught stepping to the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of America, and actively participates 
in community service projects in the city 
of Chicago, teaching dancehall and 
various Afro styles in the DMV and NYC 
areas. This is Robert’s fifth season with 
the company.

	 GREG WATKINS is an 
award-winning artist and 
purpose-filled educator. 
Having graduated from 
Duke Ellington School of 
the Arts, Howard University 
(B.M, Music Education), and 

American University (M.Ed, Policy & 
Leadership), Mr. Watkins is a Helen Hayes 
Award winner (Legally Blonde, 2019, Keegan 
Theatre), Capital Fringe Festival Best 
Musical awardee (The Poet Warriors, 2010) 
and two-time Dr. Quincy Jones Award 
winner. He has served as music director to 
Tony Award winner Phylicia Rashad and 
Kennedy Center Honors recipient Debbie 
Allen. As a performer, Mr. Watkins has co-
starred in numerous professional 
productions in the Washington 
Metropolitan area, including Jubilee (Arena 
Stage), Aida (Constellation Theatre 
Company), Rock of Ages (Workhouse Arts 
Center), Sister Act (ArtsCentric), King Lear 
and Gospel at Colonus (Avant Bard), and 
Beyond the Mask (PBS documentary). He is 
the former artistic director of The 
MusicianShip Washington Youth Choir. 
Currently, Mr. Watkins serves as Director of 
Choral Activities and Drama at Washington 
Christian Academy. He is thrilled to return 
to Arena Stage and re-engage in 
collaboration with Step Afrika!.

	 KANYSHA WILLIAMS is a 
versatile singer, songwriter, 
actress, and performer 
from Washington, DC. She 
began her formal voice 
training at 14 at the Duke 
Ellington School of the Arts 

and continued her education at the San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music, earning 
her Bachelor of Music from George Mason 
University. Kanysha has performed at 
prestigious venues like Carnegie Hall and 
The Kennedy Center, sharing the stage 
with both international and local artists. 
Known for her flexibility across genres, she 
has been prominently featured in 
Washington, DC’s theater community, 
gracing stages such as Arena Stage, 

Signature Theatre, Olney Theatre Center, 
and more. In addition to her performing 
career, Kanysha is a singer/songwriter with 
music available on all streaming platforms 
and a podcaster with “Downstage Center” 
available on Spotify and Apple Podcasts. 
She continues to work as a singer, actress, 
performer, and music educator in the 
Washington, DC area.

CREATIVE
	 C. BRIAN WILLIAMS 

(Founder and Executive 
Producer) is a native of 
Houston, Texas, and a 
graduate of Howard 
University. Brian first 
learned to step as a 

member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. – Beta Chapter, in the Spring of 1989. 
While living in Southern Africa, he began 
to research the percussive dance tradition 
of stepping, exploring the many sides of 
this exciting, yet under-recognized 
American art form, and founded Step 
Afrika! in 1994. Williams has performed, 
lectured, and taught in Europe, Central 
and South America, Africa, Asia, the 
Middle East, the Caribbean, and 
throughout the United States. Through 
Williams’ leadership, stepping has evolved 
into one of America’s newest cultural 
exports and inspired the designation of 
Step Afrika! as Washington, DC’s official 
“Cultural Ambassador.” In 2022, the 
National Endowment of the Arts 
designated Williams as a National Heritage 
Fellow, the nation’s highest honor in folk 
and traditional arts. He is the recipient of 
numerous Artist Fellowships; the World 
Alive! Distinguished Artist Award by 
ArtsEmerson; the Mayor’s Arts Award for 
Visionary Leadership from the DC 
Commission on the Arts and Humanities; 
Distinguished Arts Award from the 
Coalition for African Americans in the 
Performing Arts; and the Pola Nirenska 

Award for Contemporary Achievement in 
Dance. He is also featured in Soulstepping, 
the first book to document the history of 
stepping. He also earned the Mayor’s Art 
Award for Innovation in the Arts and has 
led the company to multiple Metro DC 
Dance Awards for “Outstanding New 
Work,” “Excellence in Stage Design/
Multimedia,” and “Outstanding Group 
Performance.” Williams has been cited as 
a “civic/community visionary” by NV 
Magazine, a “nation builder” by the 
National Black Caucus of State Legislators 
and a “minority business leader” by the 
Washington Business Journal. His work is 
featured prominently at the Smithsonian 
Museum of African-American History and 
Culture in Washington, DC.

	 LAMAR LOVELACE 
(Executive Director) As 
Executive Director for Step 
Afrika!, Lamar Lovelace is 
responsible for the 
organization’s strategy and 
operations, leading its staff, 

programs, and the execution of its 
mission. Working closely with Step 
Afrika!’s board of directors, he spearheads 
fundraising, marketing, operations, and 
long-range planning for the organization. 
He brings deep expertise from academia 
and has managed the organization’s 
humanities-based partnerships. In July 
2017, Lamar joined Step Afrika! as Deputy 
Executive Director, where he oversaw the 
dance company’s communications and 
marketing strategy, fundraising efforts, 
and financial operations. Previously, Lamar 
spent 8 years at Columbia University as 
Assistant Director in the Office of 
Community Outreach and Education and 
Director of Public Programs and Events. At 
the New York City-based campus, he 
managed community-based partnerships 
and special events and produced large-
scale, humanities-based programming 
opportunities to engage students, faculty, 
and staff. At Broward College in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, Lamar was Director of 
Cultural Affairs and Student Engagement, 
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where he created arts-based social justice 
programs and exhibitions. He holds 
Master’s degrees in Arts Management and 
Oral History from Carnegie Mellon and 
Columbia, respectively, and a BA in 
Speech and Hearing Science from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
Lovelace is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc.

	 MFONISO AKPAN (Artistic 
Director) has trained 
extensively in tap, ballet, 
jazz, modern, African 
dance, and step. While 
attending the State 
University of New York at 

Stony Brook, she majored in biochemistry 
and cultivated her stepping skills as a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
Mfon began her training at the Bernice 
Johnson Cultural Arts Center and has 
performed at Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher 
Hall, the Apollo Theater, the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, and Lincoln Center. 
Mfon toured with the off-Broadway show 
Hoofin' 2 Hittin, where she was a featured 
stepper and dancer.

JARKARI SHERMAN (Director, The 
Migration: Reflections on Jacob Lawrence) 
is a passionate choreographer, 
ethnochoreologist, and performer whose 
experience extends over 20 years. Rooted 
in the African American tradition of 
stepping, his work pushes the boundaries 
of percussive dance using technology, 
storytelling, and diverse musical scores. 
Jakari served as Step Afrika!’s Artistic 
Director for seven years. He directed 
Drumfolk, Green is the New Black, and 
Symphony in Step, among others. Jakari 
received an M.A. in Ethnochoreology from 
the Irish World Academy of Music and 
Dance and is undertaking groundbreaking 
ethnographic work related to structural 
analysis, teaching methodologies and 
historical archiving of stepping in the 
U.S. Jakari has lectured on stepping 
throughout the world, including Greece, 
Kazakhstan, the U.K., and Belgium.

MARIANNE MEADOWS* (Lighting Designer/
Production Manager) is a member 
of United Scenic Artists local 829. 
Nominated for the Helen Hayes Award 
four times, she holds a BA from Sarah 
Lawrence College and an MFA from the 
University of Washington, with additional 
training at Lester Polakovs’ Studio and 
Forum of Stage Design in NYC. Her 
internship was completed here at Arena.

ARENA STAGE 
LEADERSHIP
HANA S. SHARIF (Artistic Director) has 
enjoyed a multi-faceted theater career, 
including roles as an artistic leader, 
director, playwright, and producer with a 
specialty in strategic and cross-functional 
leadership. Hana began her professional 
career as an undergraduate student at 
Spelman College. From 1997 to 2003, 
Hana served as the co-founder and 
Artistic Director of Nasir Productions, a 
theater dedicated to underrepresented 
voices challenging traditional structure. 
Hana joined the Tony® Award-winning 
regional theater, Hartford Stage, in 
2003. During her decade-long tenure 
at Hartford Stage, Hana served as the 
Associate Artistic Director, Director of 
New Play Development, and Artistic 
Producer. Hana launched the new play 
development program, expanded the 
community engagement and civic 
discourse initiatives, and developed and 
produced Tony®, Grammy, Pulitzer, and 
Obie Award-winning shows. Starting in 
2012, she served as Program Manager 
at ArtsEmerson, a leading world 
theater company based at Boston's 
Emerson College. During her tenure at 
ArtsEmerson, Hana launched an Artists 
in Residency program, led a research 
program assessing barriers to inclusion 
across the region, and leveraged her 

regional theater experience to freelance 
produce for smaller theater companies 
looking to expand and restructure their 
administrative teams. Hana was Baltimore 
Center Stage's Associate Artistic Director 
from 2014 to 2019 and was the architect 
of the innovative CS Digital program: a 
platform that pushes the boundaries of 
traditional theater and looks at the nexus 
point between art and technology. Her 
other achievements at Baltimore Center 
Stage included prototyping the Mobile 
Unit focused on historically underserved 
audiences, strengthening community 
engagement, producing multiple world 
and regional premieres, and helping to 
guide the theater through a multi-million 
dollar building renovation and rebranding 
effort. Hana became the first Black woman 
to lead a major regional theater in 2018 
when she was named the Augustin Family 
Artistic Director of The Repertory Theatre 
of St. Louis. During her tenure at The Rep, 
Hana guided the organization through 
a strategic alignment, revolutionized 
the New Works program, expanding 
access to underserved communities, 
and centering equity and anti-racism as 
the organization's foundational values.
Hana holds a BA from Spelman College 
and an MFA from the University of 
Houston. Hana is the recipient of USITT's 
2023 Distinguished Achievement Award, 
Spelman's 2022 National Community 
Service Award, the 2009-10 Aetna New 
Voices Fellowship, EMC Arts Working Open 
Fellowship, and Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG) New Generations Fellowship. 
Hana is a founding member of The Black 
Theatre Commons (BTC). She serves on 
the board of directors for the TCG, BTC, 
and the Sprott Family Foundation.

EDGAR DOBIE (Executive Producer) Born 
in Vernon, British Columbia, a village 
next to the Rocky Mountains (three years 
after Arena had its first performance in 
1950), I am one of five brothers raised 
by my Dad Edgar, a mechanic and 
small businessman, and Mom Connie, a 
telephone operator and union organizer. 

I am the only Dobie to make a career in 
theater. Luckily for me, drama was an 
arts elective I was offered at the tender 
age of 12 so I hung up my hockey skates 
and joined the drama class, led by 
teacher Paddy Malcolm and her fledgling 
Powerhouse Community Theater after 
school. By the time I graduated from high 
school, we volunteers had built ourselves 
a 200-seat, fully equipped theater on 
its own piece of land in the center of 
town and found a sold-out audience for 
the full season of plays we had on offer. 
That experience taught me so many 
lessons about the power of theater to 
foster collaboration and share meaningful 
stories, as well as the public values that 
attach themselves to building a safe place 
where everyone is welcome. All those 
lessons served me well as a managing 
leader and producer both sides of the 
border and both sides of the commercial 
and non-profit theater divide. Arriving here 
in Southwest with my good wife Tracy and 
our daughter Greta Lee in 2009 makes 
me feel like I am well-equipped to do 
a good job for you all. I am honored to 
have been recognized for my service to, 
and leadership of, the Washington, D.C.-
area theater community as a recipient 
of Theatre Washington's inaugural Victor 
Shargai Leadership Award in 2022.

Arena Stage is a constituent of the Theatre 
Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for the American theater.

*�Member of the United Scenic Artists 
Local USA 829

Headshots of the Company and Mfoniso by Drew Xeron, 
headshots of C. Brian Williams by Jim Saah.
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In Memory of Guy Bergquist
We are deeply saddened by the passing of a member of the Arena 

extended family, Guy Bergquist. Guy joined Arena’s staff in 1982 
and served in many roles over his 25 years with us, including 
production manager, producer, and interim managing director. 
Perhaps his most notable role at Arena was his last, serving as 
facility project director for the construction of our home at the 
Mead Center for American Theater.

“There may never be another who knows the history of Arena’s 
operations inside and out like Guy,” shared former Artistic 

Director Molly Smith at the time of his 2010 retirement. In fact, he 
had the unusual distinction of working under our first three artistic directors — 
Zelda Fichandler, Douglas Wager, and Molly Smith.
In addition to his many Arena credits, his work included roles at the O’Neill Theatre 
Center, the National Theater of the Deaf, the National Playwrights Conference, and 
the Theater and Interpretation Center at Northwestern University. He co-owned 
Melodrama Theater in Austin, Texas. 
We would not be who we are or where we are without Guy. He will be truly missed. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES / YOUNG PATRONS BOARD
ARENA STAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2023/24

CHAIR
Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe

VICE CHAIRS
S. Decker Anstrom
Judith N. Batty
Michele G. Berman
Jeffrey M. Busch
Edgar Dobie
Kristen Donoghue
Rick Froehlich
Nicholas Goad
Sue Henry
Alethia Jackson
Richard A. Newman
David E. Shiffrin
Michele P. Toth
Shawna Watley

TRUSTEES
Jan Adams
Andrew R. Ammerman
Linda A. Baumann
Deborah Bowles
Susan Carter
Celandra Deane-Bess
Joseph P. DiGangi
Jeri Epstein
Richard Feinstein 
David Fisher
Stephenie Foster
Dr. Donald Wallace Jones
Ricki Kanter
Elissa Leonard
John Lynham
B. Thomas Mansbach
David B.H. Martin
Jill McGovern
Robert Pincus
Ilene Rosenthal
Tiffeny Sanchez
Hana S. Sharif
Mignon Smith
Sheila Stampfli
Michael S. Steele

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Jim Abdo
Ashok Bajaj
Joanne Barker
Sander Bieber 
Steven R. Bralove 
Susan Haas Bralove   
Eric Braverman 
John Edelmann
Elliot Feldman
Nancy M. Folger
Natwar Gandhi
Patti Herman 
Vicki J. Hicks 
Daniel Korengold 
Judy Lansing Kovler
Mark Levine 
Ronald A. Paul M.D.
Terry R. Peel
Beverly Perry
Lucia Riddle 
Gene Samburg
Raymond Sczudlo
David Bruce Smith 
Richard W. Snowdon
Margaret Tomlinson

LIFE TRUSTEES
Lee G. Rubenstein
Beth Newburger Schwartz

YOUNG PATRONS BOARD 
TRUSTEE
Whitney Hubbard

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
John M. Derrick
Arlene and Robert Kogod
David O. Maxwell
Joan P. Maxwell
Judy Lynn Prince, 

in memoriam

CORPORATE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Edgar Dobie

TREASURER
Joe Berardelli

SECRETARY
Alison Irvin

THE MOLLY SMITH FUND 
FOR NEW WORK
The Molly Smith Fund for New Work was created to 
honor the tremendous legacy of Molly Smith, Arena 
Stage's Artistic Director Emeritus, who retired at 
the end of the 2022/23 Season after 25 years of 
visionary leadership. The fund will support the artistic 
development of new work at Arena Stage, a pillar of 
Molly’s vision.

Thank you to the following donors who supported this 
initiative through their philanthropic leadership.

Jan Adams
Altria
Amaris
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Joanne Barker and The 

Jake Foundation
Michele and Allan Berman
Diane and Norman 

Bernstein Foundation
Susan and Steven Bralove
Elliot J. Feldman and Lily 

Gardner Feldman
G. David Fensterheim and 

The Joseph E. Robert Jr. 
Charitable Trust

Patricia and David Fisher
Rick and Carol Froehlich
Michael Glosserman
Hamilton and Marchand 

families in honor of 
Ann Hamilton

Sue Henry and Carter 
Phillips

JMA Solutions
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Danny Korengold and 

Martha Dippell
Melanie Franco Nussdorf
Marsha and Alan* Paller
Craig Pascal
Ourisman Automotive 

of Virginia
Tiffeny Sanchez and 

Reg Brown
Beth Newburger Schwartz
Peggy and David Shiffrin 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Shugoll
Katie and Dick Snowdon
John and Cindy Weber
George and Patti White
Sandy and Jon Willen

YOUNG PATRONS BOARD 2023/24
The Arena Stage Young Patrons Board seeks to 
strengthen and support the future of American 
theater at Arena Stage. The Young Patrons Board 
supports the artistic mission of Arena Stage by being 
active ambassadors to the community and arranging 
opportunities for people under 40 years old to 
engage with the theater.

MEMBERS
Michael F. Baylis II
Julie Alderman Boudreau
Victoria Clark Hunter
Dr. Alexandria Edwards
Soshana Golden
Whitney Hubbard
Linda Irizarry

Lucrecia Johnson
Ashley Lawrence
Lauren Pate
Emily Rouse
Hillary Stemple
Dr. Adrienne Brown
Michael Walker
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FULL CIRCLE SOCIETY — ARENA STAGE’S PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges these individuals who ensure the future of Arena Stage by making 
a planned gift. These gifts assure that Arena Stage will continue to challenge, educate and entertain 
audiences, and maintain its excellence in theater nationally, and internationally for generations to come. 

Arena can help you accomplish your personal, family and philanthropic goals while benefiting the 
theater. Supporters who make planned gifts to Arena are invited to join the Full Circle Society and enjoy 
special benefits. 

For more information about planned giving, please contact Maya Weil at 202-600-4158.

The following are members as of May 7, 2024.

MEMBERS
Anonymous (13)
Esthy* and Jim Adler
Dr. Bill Santford Ashley
Elinor R. Bacon
Linda A. Baumann
Nan Beckley
Mary Bender
Sue Benson
Diane Boehr
Steven Bralove
Dr. Robert and Mary Jo Brenner
Bonnie* and Jere Broh-Kahn
Louise Budelis
Donald Burch, III
James C. Burks and 

Dr. Bette Jane Pappas
Anne L. Buzalski
John P. Cahill
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Captain Joan Darrah and 

Ms. Lynne Kennedy
Martin Alan “Marty”* and Belle 

Negrin Davis
Joseph P. DiGangi
John Edelmann and Jeffrey Love
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Barbara B. Ehrlich
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Skip and Laurette Farmer
Nancy M. Folger
Catherine F. and James F.* Fort, Sr. 
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Becky Fredriksson
Dr. Helene C. Freeman
Arlene Friedlander
Rick and Carol Froehlich
Steven Garron
Jon K. Gossett and Alex Urdaneta
Bob Gronenberg
Catherine and Christopher 

Guttman-McCabe
Rita and Wilbur Hadden
Chris Harris
Betty Hawthorne
Dr. JC Hayward
Vicki J. Hicks
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Sallie L. Holder
Lauren and Glen Howard
Ann Ingram
David Insinga and Robert McDonald

Thomas Jesulaitis
James Johnson and 

Matthew Shepard
Drs. Susan and Perry Klein
Dr. Seth A. Koch and 

Barbara Bellman Koch
Patricia and John Koskinen
Justin Latus
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Herb and Dianne Lerner
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
John and Patricia Long
John and Lenora Lynham
Sandra L. Mabry
Alison Masters MacTavish
Wells R. McCurdy
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Paul and Nancy Newman
Marina and David Ottaway
Laura Peebles
Amy Phillips
Robert Pincus
Michael and Penelope Pollard
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Reckford
Paul Rose
Richard Schwartz* and 

Beth Newburger Schwartz
Larry Shaw and Richard Freitag
David E. Shiffrin
Mark and Merril Shugoll
Mike and Patti Sipple
Leonard Sirota, Eileen Ivey and 

Rachel Sirota
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Dick and Katie Snowdon
Sheila A. Stampfli
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Terri L. Tedford
Helene Toiv
Margaret L. Tomlinson
Maya Weil
Val and John Wheeler

BEQUESTS AND GIFTS 
IN REMEMBRANCE

Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 
Clement C. Alpert

Estate of H. Max and 
Josephine F. Ammerman

Estate of Jan Ellen Balkin
Estate of Audrey J. Barnett
Estate of Harry J. Boissevain
Estate of Henrietta T. Braunstein
Estate of Dorothy A. Bunevich
Estate of Marylou Calene
Estate of Patricia Carroll
Estate of Albert Chaiken
Estate of Helen G. Codding
Estate of Marcus Cohn
Estate of Israel and 

Augusta Convisser
Estate of Camille Cook*
Estate of Robert D. Davis Jr. and 

Henry J. Schalizki
Estate of Mr. Wiliam E. Faragher
Estate of Zelda Fichandler
Estate of Donald H. Flanders
In Memory of Helen W. and 

Felix E. Geiger
Estate of Ann Gibbons
Estate of Ezra Glaser
Estate of George Grizzard
Estate of Margaret M. Hansen
Estate of Giselle Hill
Estate of Joan E. Kain
Estate of Margot Kelly
In Memory of Jean Russ Kern and 

Jeannette G. Kern
Estate of Herbert A. Lindow
Estate of LaRue R. Lutkins
Estate of Jeannette Murphy
Estate of Marianne R. Phelps
Estate of Suzy Platt
Estate of Judy Lynn Prince
Estate of Ms. Jane Rissler
Estate of Toni A. Ritzenberg
Estate of Gruine Robinson
Estate of Hank Schlosberg
Estate of Eugene Schreiber
Estate of Helga Tarver*
Barbara R. Walton Endowment Fund 

for New Playwrights
Estate of Eric Weinmann
Estate of Frankie and 

Jerry Williamson

THANK YOU
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OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many individuals and families who support the theater’s work by 
contributing to the Annual Fund. These gifts make it possible for the theater to continue presenting high-
quality productions and innovative education programs that strengthen the community in which we live.

For more information on the benefits of becoming an Annual Fund contributor, 
please call the Development Department at 202-600-4177.

The following are members as of May 2, 2024.

OVATION CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Drs. Elliot J. Feldman and 

Lily Gardner Feldman 
Margot Kelly*
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Judy Lynn Prince*
Tiffeny Sanchez and Reg Brown
Beth Newburger Schwartz and 

Richard Schwartz*

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
Andrew R. Ammerman 
Susan and Steven Bralove
Lola Reinsch and the Reinsch 

Pierce Family Foundation 
Toni A. Ritzenberg*
Mr. and Mrs. 

Richard W. Snowdon

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Joanne Barker and the 

JAKE Foundation
Linda A. Baumann
Michele and Allan Berman
William Caldwell and 

Michele Toth
Pam and Richard Feinstein
Bonnie Feld
Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher
Rick and Carol Froehlich 
Chris and Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe
Sue Henry and Carter Phillips

Dr. Donald Wallace Jones, 
Dr. Betty Jean Tolbert Jones 
and Tracey Tolbert Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Korengold 
Herb and Dianne Lerner
The Revada Foundation of the 

Logan Family
B. Thomas Mansbach
David and Martha Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Pincus
Joe Reef, Peter Nguyen and 

the Reef Team of 
TTR Sotheby’s

Ilene and Steven Rosenthal
Gene Samburg
Sheila Stampfli

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Janice Adams	
Judith N. Batty
Deborah Bowles
Jeff Busch
Susan Carter 
Celandra Deane-Bess
Joseph P. DiGangi
Edgar and Tracy Dobie
Kristen Donoghue and 

Jon Hacker
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Stephenie Foster
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Henock Gebreamlak and 

Nicholas Goad
Alethia Jackson
Ricki and Joel Kanter
Judy and Peter Blum Kovler 

Nancy and Dan Longo
John and Lenora Lynham
Dr. Jill E. McGovern
Richard and Janice Newman
Melanie and Larry* Nussdorf
Craig Pascal and 

Victor Shargai*
Peggy and David Shiffrin
Mignon and Kebharu Smith
Hon. Michael Steele
Shawna Watley

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Erin and Derek Arrison
Eric Braverman and Neil Brown
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Daniel Hamilton
Evan Henschel
Patti and Mitchell Herman
Kimberly Hulsey in memory of 

Shirley Shorter
Sheldon and Audrey* Katz
Mark T. Lewellyn
The Robert and Natalie Mandel 

Family Foundation
Doris Matsui and Roger Sant
Janis Reed and Jack Requa
R. Lucia Riddle
William and Linda Rule
Thalia Sinnamon in memory of 

Lyn Sinnamon
Leonard Sirota and Eileen Ivey 
Peggy and Alec* Tomlinson

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Jim and Mai Abdo
Keith and Celia Arnaud

Tom and Loretta Beaumont
Connie Carter and Gordon Dale
John and Linda Derrick
Kathy and Jody Dreyfuss
John Edelmann and Jeff Love
Rachel Frankeny
Meg and John Hauge
Donald E. Hesse and 

Jerrilyn Andrews
Thomas Jesulaitis and 

Barrie Seidman
Dr. James and Deborah Karesh
Jean and John Lange
Mark Levine and 

Sara Imershein
Charles McBride and 

Margaret DeBell
Ray Olson
Toni and Ronald Paul
Beverly Perry
Whayne and Ursula Quin
Margaret Ann Ross
Judi and Richard Sugarman
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Allison Thomas
Suzanne Thouvenelle and 

Dennis Deloria
Bill and Terry Witowsky
Judy and Leo Zickler

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Dr. and Mrs. C. Wrandle Barth
Nan Beckley 
Dr. Sharon A. Bennett
Sander M. Bieber and 

Linda E. Rosenzweig

THANK YOU
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THANK YOU THANK YOU
Constance Bohon MD
Joe and Sue Bredekamp
Bonnie* and Jere Broh-Kahn
Arlene Brown and 

Eugene Bialek 
Blain and Peg Butner
Bonnie C. Carroll and 

Roy Cooper
John Chester
Debbie and Adam Cohen
Beth Cunningham and 

David Wolfe
James and Dorothy Dake
Belle N. Davis in memory of 

Martin “Marty” Davis
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Katherine Ann Gardner
Bill and Linda Garvelink
Lenue and Barbara Gilchrist
Carol and Bill Gross
Woolf Gross
Michael Greenbaum and 

Sherry Liebes
Susan B. Haight
Laura Hart
Paul R. Henderson
Vicki J. Hicks
Theo W. Hodge Jr., MD and 

Frederick Eugene Taylor, Jr.
David Insinga and 

Robert McDonald
Knight Kiplinger
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Caroline Lewis
Steve Mayer and 

Vera Oye' Yaa-Anna
Richard and Erin Mills
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Meenakshi and 

Arvind Nandedkar
Joe Oppenheimer and 

Edith Fraser
Marina and David Ottaway
James T. Parson, Jr.
Dave Pawlik and 

Susan Albertine
Laura Peebles and 

Ellen Fingerman
Ann and Terry R. Peel
Margaret Pollack and 

Paula Reed Lynch
Mr. Michael Pollard and 

Mrs. Penelope Pollard
Franklin D. Raines and 

Denise Grant
Nancy Regan
Talmadge Roberts and 

Mary E. Roberts
British Robinson
Jill and Rick Robinson
Jean Schiro-Zavela and 

Vance Zavela
Raymond and 

Deborah Sams Sczudlo
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Simaitis
Annelise and Robert H. Smith
Ruth and Arne* Sorenson
Dr. and Mrs. 

Harvey Sweetbaum
Keith and Jeanie Thackrey
Laura L. Tosi
Virginia D. Weber

Patricia Page Williams
Richard and 

Leslie Wojciechowicz
Deborah and David Yaffe
David and Linda Young

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (9)
General Clara Adams-Ender 
Julie Alderman Boudreau
The Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 

Clement C. Alpert
Dean Amel and Terry Savela
Friend of Arena
Barbara Benoit
Robert C. and Elissa B. Bernius
Lucille A. Bland
Richard and Eleanor Bochner
David and Judy Bonior
Rita Braver Barnett
Candice C. Bryant
Susan and Dixon Butler
William and Kathleen Carey
Dr. Myla Carpenter
Nancy Chesser and J.M. Rowe
Lynne H. Church
Karen and Joseph Coleman
Wilson Compton
Mr. Michael Crosswell
Valerie and John Cuddy
Lorraine Day
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Angela Dickey and 

Patricia Norland
Patricia L. D'Orazio
Dr. Alexandria Edwards
Barbara and David Ehrlich
Geraldine Feaster and 

Calvin Bethea*
Peter and Alison Fenn
Trudy Fleisher
Lorraine Fleming and 

Harry Parrish
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flyer
Robert and Carole Fontenrose
Ellen Fox MD
The Henry J. Fox Trust
Mr. and Mrs. 

Davis R. Gamble Jr.
Amnon and Sue Golan
Gregg H. S. Golden
Janet Hall Graff
Dr. Martha Gross and 

Mr. Robert Tracy
Gail Gulliksen
Ellie and John Hagner
Honorable Robert and 

Susan Hale
Richard E. Hardy
Chris Harris
Patricia Harvey
Doris Hausser
Lucia and Fred Hill
Martin and Nene Hill
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb
Lauren and Glen Howard
Whitney Hubbard
Linda Irizarry
John Iwaniec and Tracy Gray
Harolyn and William Jackson

Jason Johnston
John Keator and 

Virginia Sullivan
Cal and Barbara* Klausner
Tuke and Pierce Klemmt
Lauren S. Kogod
Patricia and John Koskinen
Teresa and Richard Kramer
Barry Kropf
Mr. and Mrs. William LaChance
Stuart and Brock Lending
Robert Liberatore and 

Debra Kraft
John and Trish Long
Vicky Marchand
Susan and Dan Mareck
Lorraine and Craig Martin
Mary Martin
Mark and Marsha Mazz
Susan Hall McCannell
Robert and Joelen Merkel
Leigh Method
Dr. Florence K. Millar
David Montgomery
Martha Newman
Frank and Linda Nutter
Dr. Kay Oliver
Anne Paine and Fowler West
Lauren Pate
Howard and Dorothy Pedolsky
Mazel Pernell
Paula and William Phillips
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Pitts
Ane Powers
Lutz Prager and Pat Lark*
Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas J. Reckford
Deborah Remmers
Barbara Riley
Michael P. Rogan and 

Susan Schaffer
Gareth Rosenau
Bruce and 

Lori Laitman Rosenblum
Blair and Sally Ruble
Cathy Rutherford and 

Lisa Levine
Fern Flanagan Saddler
Jo Ella Samp
Jeff and Ellen Sandel
Linda and Arthur Schwartz
Carol Schwartz
Lisa and Jim Shannon
Mark and Merrill Shugoll 
McAdo Shuler, Jr.
Bobbi and Larry Shulman
Toby A. Silverman
Mike and Patti Sipple
Laura Smalligan and 

Eric Sandberg-Zakian
Carl Wayne Smith and 

Michael Burke
Lawrence and Arlene Spinelli
Cecile Srodes
Greig Stewart and 

James Hudson
Robert J. Surovell
Bill Swedish and Linda Griggs
Eileen and Michael Tanner
Linda and Steuart Thomsen 

Barbara Toohill
Judge and Mrs. 

James T. Turner
Mary Vavrina
Glenn Westley and 

Jeanne Holzgrefe
Jon and Sandra Willen
John and Val Wheeler
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Richie and Jim Wright
Robert and Anne Yerman
Michael Zachau Walker

LEAD
Anonymous (7)
Nora Abramson and 

Dave Nathan
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Adamson
Garland Allen
Jenna and Bill Allen
Tonia and Scott Anderson
Virginia Anthony
Kathleen and 

Lawrence Ausubel
Dr. John Bailey and Mrs. 

Juanita O. Coye Bailey
Ronald Bailey and 

Pamela Friedman
Michael Baker
Anna K. Behrensmeyer
Sue Benson 
Carl and Courtney Bergeron
Dava Berkman
Tom Blackburn
Marc Blakeman
Elizabeth L. Blakeslee
Gretta Blatner
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borsuk
Anne Boyden
Ms. Carolyn Broussard
Harold R. Bucholtz
Patricia and Mike Burke
Leslie Calman and 

Jane Gruenebaum
Ms. Patricia Carter
Gail Chambers and 

Scott Baker
Jo Ann Chin
Francis and Terry Coates
The Manny and 

Ruthy Cohen Foundation
Pamela Colbert
Brian Cooke
Joe and Randi Cosentino
Deanna K. Dawson
Nancy Dawson
Don Douglas and 

Carolyne Weil*
John Driscoll
Sue Duncan and Leo Fisher
Mrs. Elizabeth Edgeworth
Dr. James Ellzy and 

Mr. Francis O’Malley
Gary Felser
JoEllen and Martin Frost
Amy C. Gilbert
Mark* and Sara Goldberg
John M. Goodman
Bob Gronenberg
Tim and Norene Guilford
Jack E. Hairston Jr.

Robert and Carol Hall
Mr. Lars Hanson and 

Ms. Rosanne LeVitre
Shawn C. Helm and 

J. Thomas Marchitto
Ms. Margaret Hennessey
Mr. Jonathan A. Herz
Jessica Hirschorn and 

Henry Howard, Jr.
Clarence G. Hoop
Paul and Bonnie Hopler 
Drew Huffman
Patricia Jackman and 

Stephen L. John
Martha L. Kahn and 

Simeon M. Kriesberg 
Belinda Kane
Kyle Kerr and Stephen Bique
Kathleen Knepper
Ms. Jane Mary Kwass
Jane Lang
Richard and Cecilia Larkin
Elaine R. Leavenworth
John and Jane Lewis
Carol Ann and 

Kenneth Linder
Albert L. and 

Doris M. Lindquist
Mrs. E. Kathleen Linville
Jim and Sharon Lowe
Kenneth C. and 

Elizabeth M. Lundeen
Captain Lory Manning 

USN (RET)
Ms. Linda Marks and 

Mr. Rafael V. Lopez
Joanne S. Martin
Lou Mazeway
David Mitchell
Robin Mockenhaupt and 

Ralph Popp
Steve and Sylvia Moore
Donald and Lynne Myers
Jeffrey Neal and Kevin Loeffler
John and Carol Noble
R. Frances O’Brien and 

Stephen Flott
Doris Parker and Michael Spatz
Jane Passman and Jack Moyer
Stan Peabody
Scott Pearson
Liz Pennisi and Matt Butcher
Anne E. Peret
Judy Perry, Col (USAF Retired)
Randy and Kathy Pherson
Carroll Quinn
Clyde Relick and Julie Davis
Margaret Rice and Bill Sette
Christopher Robinson
June A. Rogul
Herbert and Nancy Rosenthal
Helen Ross
Trina and Lee Rubenstein
Alan and Florence Salisbury
Jean Sammon
Richard and Jacqueline Sellers
Erin P. Shannon
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Patricia Stonesifer and 

Michael Kinsley

Dr. Sheila Taube
Elizabeth and Jerome Teles
Douglas Trainum in memory of 

Peggy Laves Trainum
Dr. Carolyn Peoples Veiga
Roger and Diane Warin 
Cameron and 

Susan Weiffenbach
Deborah V. Weinstein
Robert Wilson

SUPPORTING ROLE
Anonymous (13)
Susan Absher
Gloria D. Allen
Hon. Frank and 

Mrs. Antoinette Almaguer
Victoria Arana
Ramona Arnett
Marion S. Ballard
Mary Barton and 

Beth Biegelsen
Janet and David Batlan 
Ann Blackman and 

Michael Putzel
Mr. Edward Blanton and 

Mr. Rustyll Lynn
Alex Bogdanovsky and 

Elena Shtern
Nettie Bouchie
Randall A. Bowman
Cynthia Boyer*
Sandra Bremer and Al Mears
Valerie Briggs and Peter Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Brittle
Hazel Broadnax
Diane Brown
Richard Allen Brown
Yvette Benton Bullock
S. M. Bumbrey
Cynthia Bunton
David M. and Susan F. Burke 
Avery Burns
Donna Butts and William Libro
Sandra and Paul Byrne
Marni Byrum and 

Martha McQuade
John Cahill
Jason and Ashley Campbell
Carla Cartwright
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Carty
Michael Carty and 

Linda Brothers
Cecilia M. Chandler
Allayne and Brian Chappelle
Jeffrey Clark 
William and Louise Cleveland
Rese Cloyd
Jane Cohen
Ann C. Cole
Brian Collins
James and Ann Connell
Debora J. Cottrell
Paul and Barbara Couture
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Johanna S. Cummings in 

memory of Ian Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Currie
Laurie Davis and Joe Sellers
Stephen A. Dean and 

Pamela S. Hinds

Cynthia J. Decker
Lisa and Tony Delity
Mr. and Mrs. Michael DeNardo
Dr. Terri Dickerson and 

Colonel (Ret) Kevin Hawkins
Antonio Diez and 

Maria-Manuela S. Diez
Althea Dixon
Kimberly Dixon
Edward Donahue, III
David Dunn
Teddie Dyson
Jerome Edwards
Barbara Elkus and Roger Poore
Ann Elliott
Evelyn and Barry Epstein
Christopher Ernst
David and Ana Evans
Ralph and Gwendolyn Everett
Jill A. Fields
Ben Finzel and Mark Pimble
Angelo Fiorenza
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Phyllis and Marc Fleischaker
Cathy and Donald Fogel
Heather Foley
Mr. Gary Fontaine
David Frantz
Allan D. Friedman
Bob Fugate
Catherine Gahres and 

James Woolford
Paul Gamble
Wynn Gambrill
Natwar Gandhi
James and Maria Gentle
Richard Gervase and 

Stuart Delery
Dr. Kirk Geter
Eileen M Gleimer
James and JoAnn Goedert
Paula S. Goldman
Martha Goldstone
Gerry and Alan Graham
Ruth B. Gramlich
Brad Gray and Helen Darling
Madi Green, in memory of 

Duff Green III
Maxine Green
Karen T. Grisez
Sue Guenther
Frank Guzzetta and 

Paul Manville
Dr. Marlene Haffner
Daniel and Therisia Hall
Betsy A. Harris
Brenda Hawkins
Rachel Hecht
Cynthia Heckmann
Bert Helfinstein and 

Margaret Rodenberg
Connie Heller
Paul Herman and 

Karen Goldman
Jill Hill and Julie Hill
Dorothea Hiltenbrand
Bill and Marie Hoffman 
Roger and Neesa Hoskin
John and Debra Howard
Jerry Hungerman

Heather Huyck
David and Kaori Inoue
Corrine and Bill Irwin
Smyrna N. Jackson
Paul Jaikaran
Cheryl Janey Calhoun
Diane Johnson-Quinn and 

Vincent Quinn
Kenneth and 

Thereese Johnston
Kimberly and Tad Johnston
James and Susan Jones
Trina Jones
Olivia and Brian Kane
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Karpick
Gale Kaufmann
Joseph and Jane Keady
Michael Kielbiewicz and 

Barbara Strong
Peter Kimmel and 

Stephanie Jackson
Carol A. King
Mrs. William Kingsbury
Laura Kirkconnell
Marie-Therese Klay
Kenneth and Carol Doran Klein
Mary Lou and Jack Kramer
Paul Kung
Sarah Kyrouac
Mr. and Mrs. James Landberg
Carrie and Howard Langsam
MK Lanzillotta and Lee Becker
Allan and Sondra Laufer
Robin Lee
Philip and Lisa Leibow
Steve Leinwand and 

Ann Lawrence
Paul Levine
Dr. and Mrs. Randall J. Lewis
Jan and Elizabeth Lodal
Shirley Loo
Nga Lopez
Lucinda Low and 

Daniel Magraw
Joan Lunney
Noreen Lyne
Chris and Christine Magee
Gerald and Madeline Malovany
Martin Malsch and 

Jane Axelrad
Harry Manin
Hon. John E. Mansfield
Margaret Marin
Michelle Mason
Lou Mayo
William McBride and 

Susan Caporaso McBride
Anna Therese McGowan
Elizabeth Ann McGrath
Margaret McKelvey and 

William Harkins
David McKinney
Patricia McMahon
Sarah McMeans
Terry and Tom Melo
William Michie
Eleanor Miller and Chris Finch
Sandy Mitchell
Charles and Patricia Moler
Bob and Wendy Morris
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THANK YOU
Stephen Morris and Barry Abel
Kent and Dale Morrison
Helaine G. Morss
Delphine Motley
Marilyn L. Muench
Nick Newlin
William and Louisa Newlin
Sheila Newman
Jeremy I. Novak 
Louise Novitch
John Nullmeyer and 

Donny Malles
Michael and Laura Opincar
Col and Mrs. Tommy T. Osborne
Victoria Chu Pao
Charles and Janet Parker
Wilson and Deborah Parran
Ms. Barbara Patocka
Michael Perel and 

Jeanne Kadet
Jeanne and Burnie Peters
Margaret and Carl Pfeiffer
Gail Povar and Larry Bachorik 
Vijay Ramachandran and 

Emily Johnson
Emil and Judith* Regelman
Catherine Remijan
Maria Farese Rendine
Sandra Rennert
David and Lynn Rickard
Lynda Robb
C.K. Robertson
Marietta S. Robinson
Dr. Tommie L. Robinson, Jr.

Charles Rohe
Denise A. Rollins
Gene and Shirley Rosenfeld
Sheryl Rosenthal and 

Marty Bell
Dr. Bernard and Louise Rostker
Carol and Richard Roth
Barbara Sable
Mr. and Mrs. John Sacchetti
Evelyn Sandground and 

Bill Perkins, in memory of 
Frank and Marta Jager

Linda B. Schakel
Stanley Schurgin
Dr. Frederick* and Peri Schuyler
Diane E. Seeger
Sandra and David Sellers
Ambassador 

Mattie R. Sharpless
Kathleen Sheehan
Sylvia Shenk
Stephanie Shipp
Luann S. Sinclair
Mary and Charles Sjoquist
Pamela Brown Smith
Kate Snyder
Janet Stanley
Rochelle Steinberg (Shellie)
Donald R. and Dorothy T. Stone
Susan and John Sturc
Martha and David Swanson
Ruth Tate
Paula S. Thiede and 

C. Wakefield Martin

Dennis and Rosalind Thomas
Deborah Thompson
Dr. Adrienne Thompson Brown
Mr. Al Thompson and 

Ms. Carol Michaelsen
Patricia Thorne
Juergen Tooren
Rita C. Toscano
Darrell Totman
Roger and Elizabeth Trangsrud
Lyman G. Van Nostrand
Steve Verna
Geoffrey and Susan Vincent
Ms. Maria Wagner
Michael Waldman & Linda Coe
Howard Walgren and Lee Allen
Julie A. Walker
Pamela Walker
Rudolph and Lillian Watkins
Linda and Steve Weltz
Drs. Ann and Stephan* Werner
George and Patti White
Helen White and Andy Leighton
Greg and Mary Whiteman
Bernetta and Kevin Williams
Jean and Sam Williams
J. David Willson
Beth and John Wright
Edith Wyeth
David Young
Victor Zitel

* Deceased

Legend:
Ovation Circle 

$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle 

$50,000 – 99,999
Benefactor’s Circle 

$25,000 – 49,999
Leadership Circle 

$15,000 – 24,999
President’s Circle 

$10,000 – 14,999
Producer’s Circle 

$6,000 – 9,999
Director’s Circle 

$3,000 – 5,999
Playwright’s Circle 

$1,500 – 2,999
Lead: $700 – 1,499
Supporting Role: $350 – 699

We endeavor to provide a 
complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. 
However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the 
Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also 
grateful to the thousands 
of other contributors to 
Arena Stage.
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THANK YOU
OUR INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
The vital support Arena Stage receives from many institutions makes our work possible. We thank those 
institutions who have generously donated $1,500 or more to our Annual Fund campaign this year. This list 
represents supporters as of May 7, 2024.

OVATION CIRCLE

Anonymous 

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE

Share Fund

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

deLaski Family Foundation
William S. Abell Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Anonymous
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation, Inc.
Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for 

the Performing Arts

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Alice Shaver Foundation
ArentFox Schiff
BakerHostetler LLP
Central Parking System
Comcast NBC Universal
The Davis/Dauray Family Fund
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Hattie M. Strong Foundation 
Mars Foundation
Pritzker Pucker Family Foundation
S&R Evermay
Southwest Business Improvement District
Venable Foundation

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
The Bernstein Companies
Dimick Foundation
England Family Foundation
Friends of Southwest DC
Graham Holdings Company
JBG Smith Cares
Lowe
The Morgan Fund at Seattle Foundation
The Nora Roberts Foundation
Strategic Education
The Reef Team of TTR Sotheby’s

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
The Howard and Geraldine Polinger Foundation
Potomac Law Group, PLLC
Wawa Foundation

Legend:
Ovation Circle……………$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle………..$50,000-$99,999
Benefactor’s Circle......$25,000-$49,999
Leadership Circle.........$15,000-$24,999
President’s Circle.........$10,000-$14,999
Producer’s Circle..........$5,000-$9,999
Director’s Circle............$2,500-$4,999
Playwright’s Circle....... $1,500-$2,499

We endeavor to provide a complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also grateful to the thousands of 
other contributors to Arena Stage, whose names space 
will not permit us to print.

We Share Your 
Dream for the Future
Powering our communities is just the beginning. At 
Exelon, we consider it our responsibility to improve the 
quality of life for people in the communities where we 
live, work and serve. Participation in good corporate 
citizenship is an integral part of our culture, and we 
inspire our employees to help everyone succeed.
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AUDIENCE SERVICES
Director, Audience Services.............Andrew Rampy
House Managers................................................ Ric Birch, 

Bruce Perry, Ellie Pline
Parking........................................................................ SP Plus

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE & 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Director, Business Intelligence  
and Information Systems...................... Rich Johnson
System Administrator........................................Brian Oh
Business Intelligence and 
Tessitura Lead (Consultant)..................Sabrina Clark
IS Help Desk..............................................Eddie Wieland

EARNED REVENUE
Director, Earned Revenue........................ Isaac Evans
Earned Revenue Assistant.............. Sabrina Zillinger
Lead Manager, Sales.................... Jessica Comstock
Managers, Sales.......................................Caroline Hunt,  

Marion Levy Qualls
Interim Assistant Manager, 
Sales.......................................................Hannah Damanka
Assistant Manager, Group Sales.......... Donald Jolly
Group Sales Coordinators .........Brandon Ferguson, 

Meaghan Karch
Lead Sales Associate........................ Aaron Hutchens
Sales Associates............Mary Ann Anderson-Garlic, 

Keshaun Connor, Jamie Lazarus, 
Olivia Martin, Gary Shackleford

Manager,  
Events and Rentals..........................Chrystal Vaughan
Lead Events 
and Rentals Associate.............................Trevor Haren
Events and Rentals Associate................Aisha Noma
Lead Manager, 
Retail Operations...................................... Jody Barasch
Lead Bartender..........................................Erika Wallace
Bartenders................. Edwin Cortez, Greg Gonzales, 

Kaitlyn Sakry, Brad Teague

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Director, Marketing and 
Communications..........................................Ashton Beck
Associate Director, Marketing 
and Communications..................... Ryan Impagliazzo 
Manager, Digital and 
Social Media................................................. Juliana Avery
Manager, Email and 
Digital Content......................................... Clare Lockhart
Lead Associate, 
Public Relations............................ Anastasia St. Hilaire
Junior Multimedia Designer........... Kristopher Ingle
Marketing and Media Fellow................Destiny King*
Graphic Design Fellow.......................Darien Mitchell*

PRODUCTION
Director of Production..............................Robert Hand
Production Manager.............................. Trevor A. Riley
Assistant Production 
Manager..................................................Rachel Crawford

STAGE MANAGEMENT
Resident Production 
Stage Manager......................................Christi B. Spann

SCENIC
Interim Technical Director........................Travis Smith
Associate Technical Director................Clare Cawley
Stage Supervisor.................................... Hannah Martin
Carpenters.................................................Erick Boscana, 

Matthew Grisdela, 
Julia Junghans, Max Marshall, 
Logan McDowell, Frank Miller,

PROPERTIES
Properties Director..............................Jennifer Sheetz
Associate Properties Director...... Jonathan Borgia
Head Props Artisan........................................Niell DuVal
Props Artisan..............................................Kyle Handziak
Props Assistant.....................................  Erica Feidelseit

LIGHTS
Lighting Supervisor.................................Paul Villalovoz 
Assistant Lighting Supervisor..................Olivia Rudd
Electricians...............Scott Folsom, Kelsey Swanson
Lighting Fellow.......................................... Indigo Garcia*

SOUND
Sound and Video Supervisor.............Brian Burchett
Master Sound and Video 
Technician...................................Timothy M. Thompson
Sound Technicians...............................Lex Allenbaugh, 

Alex Cloud, Liv Farley

COSTUMES
Costume Director......................Joseph P. Salasovich
Associate Costume Director...................Cierra Coan
Drapers.......................... Erika Krause, Carol Ramsdell
First Hands......................................Michele Macadaeg, 

Elizabeth Spilsbury
Craftsperson..............................................Deborah Nash
Wardrobe Supervisors.......................Adelle Gresock,  

Alice Hawfield
Wigs, Hair, and  
Makeup Supervisor...................................Jaime Bagley

*2023/24 Class of the Allen Lee Hughes 
BIPOC Fellowship Program

THEATER 
STAFF
Artistic Director.........................................Hana S. Sharif 
Executive Producer....................................Edgar Dobie
Founding Director..............................Zelda Fichandler 

(1924-2016)
Founding Executive
Director......................................... Thomas C. Fichandler 

(1915-1997)
Artistic Director
Emeritus.............................................................Molly Smith

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT
Associate Artistic Director...................Teresa Sapien
Senior Artistic Producer....................Reggie D. White
Literary Manager...........................Otis C. Ramsey-Zöe
Artistic Associate, Casting.................Joseph Pinzon
Artistic Development 
Coordinator............................................Melissa Singson
Dramaturg..................................................Jocelyn Clarke
Artistic Development Fellow........ Vanessa Dalpiaz*
Current Commissioned Writers........The Bengsons, 

Lee Cataluna, Kia Corthron, 
Lady Dane Figueroa Edidi, 

Emily Feldman, Idris Goodwin, 
Caleen Sinnette Jennings, Deepak Kumar, 
Octavio Solis, Vera Starbard, Cheryl West, 
 Lauren Yee, Karen Zacarías, Zack Zadek

ADMINISTRATION
Chief Financial Officer/ 
Corporate Treasurer................................Joe Berardelli
Chief of Staff..................................................... Alison Irvin
Executive Assistant.......................Hannah Viederman
Interim Director of Finance..................John Monnett
Accounting Manager.................................... Chris Murk
Staff Accountant..........................................Mark Runion
Accounting Associate..........................Matthew Paige
Payroll & HRIS Administrator.................... Tyra Picazo
Human Resources Consultant....................Lighterfly, 

Susan Shin, Jill Hulnick, Stella Lim
Auditors............................ Bormel, Grice & Huyett, P.A.
Legal Counsel...............................ArentFox Schiff LLP; 

Kramer Levin Robbins Russell
Capitol Projects Consultant......RenTec Consulting

BUILDING OPERATIONS
Director of Facilities 
and Operations.......................................Keaun Windear

Maintenance Assistant................................Tevin Smith
Porter.......................................................... Lawrence Wise
Building Technician................................Harvey Ceasar
Stage Door Attendant.................................Kay Rogers 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Director of Community 
Engagement..................................Sean-Maurice Lynch
Director of Education...........................Ashley Forman
School Programs Manager.......Rebecca Campana
Community Programs Manager..........Mauricio Pita
Training Programs Manager............................ Zoë Hall
Community Engagement 
Programming Coordinator...............Kayla A. Warren
Community Programs Fellow..........Genean Grobe*
School Programs Fellow........Winta Habtemichael*

DEVELOPMENT
Chief Development Officer ...............Ryan E. Merkel
Director of 
Institutional Relations.............Shayla Hines-Graham
Director of Development Operations 
and Events.......................................................Maria Corso
Director of 
Strategic Philanthropy..................R. Wesley Meekins
Associate Director of 
Institutional Communications................Abigail Cady
Membership Manager...........................Lauren Lopaty
Gift Planning Specialist.................................Maya Weil
Development Operations and 
Events Specialist...................................... Casey Radner
Institutional Partnerships 
Specialist............................................... Mary Helen Pryal
Membership Assistant................................Oscar León
Development Fellow.....................................Mina Sollars*

GENERAL MANAGEMENT
General Manager.............................................Alicia Sells
Assistant General 
Manager......................................... Katharine Templeton
Company Manager........................................Trisha Hein
Assistant Company Manager....................Bowen Fox
General and Production 
Management Coordinator...................Jenna Murphy
General and Company 
Management Fellow.........................Alexandra Lopez*

AUDIENCE SERVICES, BUSINESS 
INTELLIGENCE & INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS, EARNED REVENUE
Chief Marketing & Strategy Officer, 
Vice President............................................ Shonali Burke
Administrative Coordinator & 
Executive Assistant......................Connor Muldowney

THEATER STAFF



BECOME A 2024/25 
SUBSCRIBER

Welcome to the highly anticipated 2024/25 Season at Arena Stage! 
This season is chock-full of can’t-miss experiences, and with our affordable, 

flexible subscription packages, you can catch them all starting now.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
ARENASTAGE.ORG/SUBSCRIBE  |  202-488-3300

SUBSCRIPTION ADD-ON:

A G A T H A  C H R I S T I E ’ S

NEW MUSICAL
TO BE ANNOUNCED


