
DRUMFOLK

2021/22 SEASON



SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 202-488-3300

BE A PART OF THE
CLASSIC AND MODERN, COMEDY AND DRAMA, MUSICALS AND MUSIC-FILLED

SUMMER 2022 ADD-ON PRODUCTION

WORLD-PREMIERE MUSICAL

AMERICAN PROPHET
BY FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 
MARCUS HUMMON & CHARLES RANDOLPH-WRIGHT
MUSIC & LYRICS BY MARCUS HUMMON
DIRECTED BY CHARLES RANDOLPH-WRIGHT
KREEGER THEATER  |  JULY 15 – AUGUST 28, 2022
Charles Randolph-Wright (Arena’s Born for This: 
The BeBe Winans Story, Broadway’s Motown 
the Musical) returns to Arena Stage with a 
groundbreaking musical powered by Frederick 
Douglass’ own speeches and writings. Coupled 
with soaring new melodies and an original script 
from Grammy Award-winning songwriter Marcus 
Hummon and Randolph-Wright, Douglass rises 
as a fierce abolitionist and distinguished orator. 
Filled with an electrifying new score, this world 
premiere celebrates the revolutionary legacy of 
one of history’s first freedom fighters, whose fire 
is needed now more than ever.

SUBSCRIPTION SEASON

SPARKLING ROMANTIC COMEDY

HOLIDAY
BY PHILIP BARRY
DIRECTED BY ANITA MAYNARD-LOSH
FICHANDLER STAGE  |  OCTOBER 7 – NOVEMBER 6, 2022
An up-and-coming Wall Street lawyer from a 
working-class family aspires to quit and enjoy life 
once he’s made enough money, a prospect that 
doesn’t thrill his wealthy, well-born fiancée but 
excites her more unconventional sister. Can his 
dreams survive his soon-to-be bride’s narrow view 
of affluence? Opposing societal hierarchies and 
differing views of success confront each other in 
this timely commentary on how to pursue a life 
worth living. This classic romantic comedy set in 
the 1920s became a beloved 1938 film starring 
Cary Grant and Katharine Hepburn.

POIGNANT NEW AMERICAN STORY

SANCTUARY CITY
BY MARTYNA MAJOK
KREEGER THEATER  |  OCTOBER 21 – NOVEMBER 27, 2022
Pulitzer Prize winner Martyna Majok brings us 
the powerful story of two young DREAMers 
who fight to establish a place for themselves in 
America, the only country they know as home. 
Poignant, timely and highly theatrical, Sanctuary 
City illuminates the triumphs and challenges 
these lifelong friends face, and how much they 
are willing to risk for each other when they have 
everything to lose.
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QUIRKY CULT MUSICAL

RIDE THE CYCLONE
BOOK, MUSIC & LYRICS BY 
BROOKE MAXWELL & JACOB RICHMOND
DIRECTED BY SARAH RASMUSSEN
KREEGER THEATER  |  JANUARY 13 – FEBRUARY 19, 2023
Part comedy, part tragedy and wholly unexpected, 
this wildly imaginative story delivers surprises 
at every turn. The lives of six teenagers from a 
Canadian chamber choir are cut short in a freak 
accident aboard a roller coaster. A mechanical 
fortune-teller invites each to tell their story of a 
life interrupted, offering the chance to come to 
terms with their fates. At once quirky and smart, 
edgy and beautiful, Ride the Cyclone ultimately 
reveals the resilience of the human spirit in spite 
of senseless tragedy.

VISCERAL POWER PLAY

THE HIGH GROUND
BY NATHAN ALAN DAVIS
DIRECTED BY MEGAN SANDBERG-ZAKIAN
ARLENE AND ROBERT KOGOD CRADLE  |  FEBRUARY 10 – APRIL 2, 2023
A Black man in an army uniform stands his ground 
atop Tulsa’s Standpipe Hill, bearing witness 
to the destruction and desecration of Tulsa’s 
Greenwood District — but other forces, both 
friendly and hostile, conspire to remove him. A 
play in conversation with Tulsa, Oklahoma’s 1921 
race massacre, The High Ground offers a complex 
portrait of what it means to root, to resist and to 
proceed from devastation.

GREAT AMERICAN EPIC

ANGELS IN AMERICA,
PART ONE: MILLENNIUM 
APPROACHES
BY TONY KUSHNER
DIRECTED BY JÁNOS SZÁSZ
FICHANDLER STAGE  |  MARCH 24 – APRIL 23, 2023
Tony Kushner’s Pulitzer Prize- and Tony Award-
winning drama Angels in America is one of the 
great epic American plays of this past century. 
We meet Louis and Prior and Harper and Joe, two 
couples whose relationships are on the rocks; 
the former because of Prior’s AIDS diagnosis and 
Louis’ inability to cope with illness, and the latter 
because of Joe’s closeted homosexuality and 
Harper’s incessant fears and hallucinations. The 
brilliant Hungarian director and filmmaker János 
Szász will stage Angels in America, Part One: 
Millennium Approaches in-the-round 30 years after 
its Broadway premiere.

WICKEDLY FUNNY POWER PLAY

EXCLUSION
BY KENNETH LIN
KREEGER THEATER  |  MAY 5 – JUNE 25, 2023
A reluctant historian is thrown out of her element 
when her acclaimed book about the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882 is optioned by a larger-
than-life Hollywood mogul with a track record for 
making smash-hit TV shows. The professional 
bleeds into the personal when she finds herself 
weighing the historical facts against her own 
awakening ambitions. In a hilarious workplace 
comedy with teeth, tensions rise and deals are 
made and broken.



A MULTI-ARTS 
SUMMER DAY CAMP

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGES 8 – 16

REGISTER TODAY!  ARENASTAGE.ORG/CAMP

Making arts magic 
this summer!

3-WEEK SESSION
July 5 – 22

2-WEEK SESSION
July 25 – August 5

Monday – Friday, 9am– 4pm at 
Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School
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Arena Stage is built on the land of the Piscataway people of the 
Algonquin-speaking tribes, as well as the lands of the Native American 

people of the greater Anacostia, Potomac and Tidewater regions.

ARENA STAGE MISSION
Arena Stage is the voice of 
American theater resident in 
our nation’s capital. Focused on 
American artists, our productions 
are innovative and representative 
of stories from across the country. 
We nurture new plays and 
reimagine classics. We celebrate 
our democracy and diversity 
through a multitude of voices in 
our productions and community 
engagement programs to inspire 
people to action. We produce 
all that is passionate, exuberant, 
profound, entertaining, deep and 
dangerous in the American spirit.
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Step Afrika! is a distinctive and explosive dance company 
and a powerful part of Washington’s artistic community. 
I am excited to formally begin our multi-year partnership 
with this production of Drumfolk in the Fichandler.

I have admired Step Afrika!’s work for many years. Founder 
C. Brian Williams has built a deeply meaningful artform that 
blends percussive dance styles practiced by historically 
African American fraternities and sororities through an 
array of contemporary dance and other art forms. The work 
of the company is vital and full of dynamic power and joy.

Drumfolk is inspired by historical events, a rhythmic storytelling of the history of 
African American percussive traditions. When faced with a prohibition on using 
musical instruments, enslaved people lost the right to use their drums. This 
dramatic telling shows how the beats still found their way into the bodies of the 
people. The Fichandler will echo as a drum itself as the theater as an instrument 
is inspired by this story.

Behind the scenes, Arena embraces the opportunity to provide the company 
with a home base and both organizations will share important resources with 
each other. Arena has had several partnerships over the years, and I’m excited 
that this relationship with Step Afrika! is for five years; this depth of time will 
mean a profound relationship between the companies. Our hope is that this 
unique collaboration will help expand both Arena Stage and Step Afrika! through 
this partnership.

When considering a long-term partnership like this, it’s important to have a 
connection for audiences, artists and be rooted in Arena’s mission. Showcasing 
American stories from different artistic angles is vital to ensuring that the voices 
ringing through our theaters are varied and diverse.

At its core, art is about storytelling, and plays and dance share this same 
perspective. Even if there are no words, there is story, vocalization and music. 
Having an artistic partner with a different discipline will challenge us both 
and help us to grow artistically. Brian and I have had conversations that are 
invigorating about how we can build on each other’s successes.

I look forward to sharing next steps with this partnership as it evolves. Welcome 
Step Afrika! We are so glad to have you in residence at Arena Stage!

Molly Smith 
Artistic Director

ARTISTICALLY SPEAKING
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The Mead Center for American Theater was built with the vision 
to serve Arena Stage’s artistic mission (briefly stated: focused 
on American artists to produce all that is passionate, exuberant, 
profound, entertaining, deep and dangerous in the American 
spirit), and also our community. This was envisioned as public-
facing partnerships for productions, performances, events, 
as well as behind-the-scenes sharing of resources with fellow 
artists and artistic organizations. 

This aspirational goal was highlighted during the pandemic. 
You may think that is strange to say, when the pandemic forced 

closure of theaters and stopped live performance. This goal was reinforced by the 
recognition that Arena’s beautiful and dormant facility was a community-supported 
resource that needed to be shared even beyond Arena’s direct programming.

Arena’s five-year partnership with Step Afrika! not only fulfills this envisioned goal but 
most importantly provides Step Afrika! with an opportunity to share their artistry to new 
audiences. It’s a win-win.

When we were planning the Mead Center, it never occurred to us that there would be 
a world-wide pandemic in the building’s 10th year. Yet the idea for sharing the space 
was there from inception, with several successful attempts along the way, including 
pandemic-related ones, like the high-capacity COVID-19 vaccination site hosted here 
March to July 2021, with thousands of DC residents vaccinated. Forging a multi-year 
relationship as with Step Afrika! is key to truly sharing this wonderful space on an 
ongoing basis. The meaningful and spirited performance you are about to experience 
is just the tip of the iceberg for great artistic collaborations and sharing of expertise 
over this time. 

Arena has also recently entered into a relationship with DC Jazz Festival, sharing 
valuable office space and, we hope, opportunities to help fulfill their artistic 
programming with presentations as well. Years ago we were able to share office space 
with the SWBID when it had just started. So we know from experience that sharing the 
less-public parts of our facility provides deep connections to the community and a 
needed resource to other organizations.

Gil and Jaylee Mead would be proud to see the facility that bears their name having 
strong community connections and partners. It is so very important to recognize 
the resources that were created through generous community support are worth 
protecting so they can be shared broadly with our community in an inclusive and 
equitable way. In Arena’s case we have a physical space to share, but beyond 
that many other talents to contribute to our new friends’ success and growth. I 
am personally excited to have the energy and sounds of Step Afrika! and DC Jazz 
animating our halls and theaters. Thank you for joining us today.

Edgar Dobie 
Executive Producer 
President of the Corporation

FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
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STEP AFRIKA!

FOUNDER'S NOTE
I am extremely excited to introduce Drumfolk, a new work by 
Step Afrika! that chronicles and celebrates the African-American 
experience in America. Grounded in extensive research and 
over 28 years of percussive practice, Drumfolk reveals hidden, 
transformative events that greatly impacted American life, 
and the performance explores the drum as an instrument of 
community, resilience and determination.

The Stono Rebellion of 1739, a revolt initiated by 20 enslaved 
Africans in the then-British colony of South Carolina, is one of 
the largest rebellions organized by Africans in the “New World.” 

Africans used their drums as a call for action, leading a fight for freedom that would 
spark fear throughout the colonies.

Their defiance, however, would lead to the devastating Negro Act of 1740, a bill enacted 
by the South Carolina Assembly “for the better ordering and governing of Negroes and 
other slaves in this province.” The Act singled out the drum as an illegal weapon and 
greatly restricted Africans’ rights to read, to gather in groups, to wear clothing “above 
their stature;” and to use their drums. 

Who were these African/American activists who rejected the institution of slavery? Are 
they early examples of American protest, speaking out against tyranny, oppression and 
systemic racism? Why haven’t we learned more about their fight against injustice years 
before American colonists revolted against Imperialist England at the Boston Tea Party?

Drumfolk is Step Afrika!’s intention to reclaim the history of these unsung American 
heroes and heroines who so bravely fought for freedom. There is still so much of 
American history to explore and uncover…and we welcome you on this journey!

 
C. Brian Williams 
Founder & Executive Producer, Step Afrika!

THE STONO REBELLION
Stono is the name of a riverbed just 
outside of Charleston, South Carolina. 
It is also known as the site of one of 
the bloodiest revolts organized by 
enslaved people in North America. In 
1739, South Carolina was a colony of 
Great Britain, and the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade had begun abducting citizens of 
African nations and bringing them to 
North America for the purpose of brutal 
slave labor.
Map inset showing Stono River. Crisp, E., Nairne, T., 
Harris, J., Mathews, M. & Love, J. (1711). Library of Congress, 
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004626926/.
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STEP AFRIKA!

ABOUT
Founded in 1994 by C. Brian Williams, Step Afrika! is the first professional company 
dedicated to the tradition of stepping — a polyrhythmic, percussive dance form that 
uses the body as an instrument. Through Mr. Williams’ leadership, stepping has evolved 
into one of America’s cultural exports, touring more than 60 countries across the globe, 
and the Company now ranks as one of the top ten African-American dance companies 
in the United States.

Step Afrika! blends percussive dance styles practiced by historically African American 
fraternities and sororities; traditional African dances; and an array of contemporary 
dance and art forms into a cohesive, compelling artistic experience. Performances are 
much more than dance shows; they integrate songs, storytelling, humor and audience 
participation. The blend of technique, agility and pure energy makes each performance 
unique and leaves the audience with their hearts pounding.

Step Afrika! promotes stepping as an educational tool for young people, focusing on 
teamwork, academic achievement and cross-cultural understanding. The Company 
reaches tens of thousands of Americans each year through a 50-city tour of colleges 
and theaters and performs globally as Washington, D.C.’s one and only Cultural 
Ambassador.

Step Afrika! has earned Mayor’s Arts Awards for Outstanding Contribution to Arts 
Education, Innovation in the Arts, Excellence in an Artistic Discipline and headlined 
President Barack Obama’s 2016 Black History Month Reception at The White House. 
The Company is featured prominently at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African 
American History and Culture with the world’s first stepping interactive exhibit.

Visit www.stepafrika.org to learn and see more.

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
Lamar Lovelace, Executive Director
Connie L. Perez, Director of Institutional Relations and Research
Kristen L. Taylor, Company and Communications Manager
Joe Murchison, Arts Education Consultant
C. Brian Williams, Founder & Executive Producer

BOARD
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Conrad Woody, Chair
Kym Taylor, Vice Chair
Natasha Watkins, Secretary
Jeffery D. Kennerly, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lamont Akins
Marc Battle
Ann Belkov
Brady Birdsong
Ran Borgersen
Dyonicia “Dy” Brown
Beverly Burke
David Canada
John W. Hill

Janel Merritt
Kymber Lovett-Menkiti
Christopher Montgomery
Latrena Owens
Troy Patterson
Glenn Eric Singleton
Kebharu Smith
Brandon Todd
Melanie Trottman
C. Brian Williams



SPECIALTY COCKTAILS
Try one of our Arena-themed 

cocktails or family-friendly drinks.

PRE-ORDER REFRESHMENTS
Avoid the intermission concessions 

line and order your drinks before the 
performance. Your order will be 

waiting for you in the lobby 
at intermission.

CONCESSIONS ARE BACK!

CLOSED CAPTIONING AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
Enjoy the performance from the comfort of any seat.

Download the free GalaPro app today! (Android and iOS)

AVAILABLE FOR ALL PERFORMANCES STARTING JUNE 8
Arena Stage can also provide devices for use during the performance at Visitor Services.

Arena Stage’s Arts Accessibility initiatives are sponsored by 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT ARENASTAGE.ORG/ACCESSIBILITY 
OR CALL THE SALES OFFICE AT 202-488-3300.
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TITLE PAGE
Arena Stage 

Molly Smith, Artistic Director  |  Edgar Dobie, Executive Producer

  PRESENTS 

DRUMFOLK
BY STEP AFRIKA!

FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, STEP AFRIKA! 
C. BRIAN WILLIAMS

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, STEP AFRIKA! 
MFONISO AKPAN

DIRECTED BY 
JAKARI SHERMAN

ASSISTANT ARTISTIC DIRECTORS 
CONRAD R. KELLY II AND 

JORDAN SPRY 

COMPOSER 
STEVEN M. ALLEN

COSTUME DESIGNER 
KENAAN M. QUANDER

MASK DESIGNER 
ERIK TEAGUE

LIGHTING DESIGNER 
MARIANNE MEADOWS†

SOUND DESIGNER 
PATRICK CALHOUN†

SOUND ENGINEER 
DANIELLE MCBRIDE

STAGE MANAGER 
KENDALL ARIN

Prime Sponsorship for Drumfolk is generously provided by .

Supporting Sponsorship for Drumfolk is generously provided by .

The presentation of Drumfolk was made possible by the 
New England Foundation for the Arts’ National Dance Project, with lead funding from 

the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

† A member of the United Scenic Artists Local USA 829.



SOCIALLY SPEAKING
We seeing your experience at Arena 

on social media! Give us a follow, like or tag 
and we’ll you back! 

TAG US:
 /arenastage

 @arenastage

 @arenastage

/StepAfrika1994

@StepAfrikaHQ

@stepafrika

TALK ABOUT US:
#ArenaDrumfolk #Drumfolk #ArenaStage #ArenaStageDC 

#StepAfrika #DCTheatre #ACreativeDC #MyDCCool 
#ExperienceDC #VisitDC
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FOR THIS PRODUCTION
Production Manager...................................................................................MARIANNE MEADOWS
Assistant Production Manager...............................................................................KENDALL ARIN
Assistant Lighting Designer.................................................................................YANNICK GODTS
Assistant Stage Manager.........................................................................................MISHA MICHEL
COVID-19 Compliance Officer...........................................................................TREVOR COMEAU
Stage Carpenters....................................................................JESS RICH, SARAH SCHLEHLEIN
Props............................................................................ALESSANDRA SHINES, GRACE TRUDEAU
Wardrobe Supervisor............................................................................................. ALICE HAWFIELD
Wardrobe Crew........................................................................................................... EMILY MCCORT
Light Board Operator......................................................................................... KELSEY SWANSON
Audio Engineer....................................................................................................... DREW MOBERLEY

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
Please turn off all electronic devices, unless using specifically for 

GalaPro closed captioning service.
All patrons who visit the Mead Center for American Theater and/or attend performances 

must be fully vaccinated by the date of their visit.
Eating and drinking are not permitted inside the theater.

Masks must be worn at all times during the performance.
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SETTING
Drumfolk begins in a Praise House in 1739 amid the formulation of the 
Stono Rebellion in the British Colony of South Carolina.

The Praise House
The central structure for Drumfolk is 
the Praise House, a simple, clapboard 
structure built by Africans as a place 
for worship and significant community 
events. Meetings in the Praise House 
usually occurred on week nights 
rather than Sunday mornings and the 
structures provided a rare “safe space” 
for Africans to gather. Even under 
the degrading conditions of slavery, 
religious life and practice strengthened 
and sustained the African community. 
The building of the praise houses 
reveals the struggle of the enslaved to 
maintain their humanity in the midst of 
an inhumane system.

REFERENCE: W. Scott Poole, South Carolina Encyclopedia. 
https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/praise-houses/

Praise house at Sapelo (1939). Photograph by Muriel and 
Malcolm Bell. Library of Congress. https://www.loc.gov/
item/2011645376/.

CAST / SETTING

CAST (in alphabetical order)

Christylez Bacon  Emanuel "Manny" Chacon

Agyei Keita Edwards  Dionne Eleby  Kayshon Hawkins

Akievia Hickman  Jabari Jones  Conrad R. Kelly II

Abdou Muhammad  Ayana (Reed) Ogunsunlade  Dustin Praylow

Anesia Sandifer  Joel Santiago  Jakari Sherman

Valencia Odeyka Emonni Springer  Jordan Spry

Pelham Warner  Robert Warnsley  Kanysha Williams
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Drumfolk20
Choreography by Jakari Sherman, Dr. David Pleasant, 
Jeeda Barrington and Mfoniso Akpan

When Africans lost the right to use their drums, the drum found its way into 
the body of the people. Acclaimed Folk Artist Bessie Jones called them the 
“Drumfolk:” a people who created rhythm with their bodies, giving rise to new 
American movement practices like ring shout, tap, hambone and stepping.

In the Wilderness
Choreography by Dustin Praylow and Ronnique Murray 

Under the cover of night enslaved Africans often risked their lives to gather for 
secret meetings and to plan acts of resistance. These gatherings often took 
place in a “praise house,” a building of no more than 150 square feet, and one of 
the only places where Africans were able to congregate in groups. Women often 
played a very important role in organizing such meetings across the South.

The work includes music and lyrics from “All Africa” by Max Roach, “In de Wildaness” 
composed and recorded by Steven M. Allen and lyrics based on “A Plantation 
Melody” by Paul Laurence Dunbar.

Stono
Choreography by Jakari Sherman, Jordan Spry, Mfoniso Akpan and Júlio Leitão

The Stono Rebellion, an uprising initiated by 20 enslaved Africans, is one of 
many large-scale confrontations where tyrannized communities challenged 
their persecutors. The Rebellion began near the Edisto River in South Carolina 
on September 9, 1739. About 20 Africans raided a store near Wallace Creek, a 
branch of the Stono River. Seizing guns and other weapons, the rebels headed 
south towards a promised freedom in Spanish Florida, waving flags, beating 
drums and shouting “Liberty!” 

As they marched, many colonists were killed, and the rebellion numbers grew 
from 20 to approximately 100. Once the rebels reached the Edisto River, even 
more colonists descended upon them and the revolt was defeated. After Stono, 
South Carolina authorities moved to greatly restrict the lives and culture of 
Africans in the colonies, leading to the Negro Act of 1740.

Intermission

“They took the drums away... 
but they could not stop the beat.”

— Dr. David Pleasant

PROGRAM
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Un/Afraid
Choreography by Jakari Sherman with contributions from 
Jeeda Barrington, Conrad R. Kelly II and Dustin Praylow

The Negro Act of 1740 prohibited enslaved Africans from growing their own food, 
learning to read, moving freely, assembling in groups or earning money. Africans 
also lost the right to use and play their drums.

Un/Afraid responds to this historically impactful code of law through the 
lens of 21st Century American culture. While the drum was physically taken 
away hundreds of years ago, art forms like beatboxing, hip hop and stepping 
demonstrate how the instrument retained a significant space in the lives of 
African-Americans. 

The work includes “Ezekiel Saw de Wheel” performed by the Tuskegee Institute 
Choir and arranged and conducted by William L. Dawson. “Nxt/Step Hip Hop” was 
composed and recorded by Jakari Sherman.

Free
Choreography by Jakari Sherman

Stepping is an art form whose origins have been in question since the very 
beginning. Free centers the art form firmly on American shores but welcomes 
back the drum, the stamping stick and the rhythms shaped by the Africans who 
first arrived here in 1619 (and before!).

Though the drum was taken away and labeled a tool for insurrection, the 
instrument has been reclaimed through generations of music and dance 
traditions nurtured in African American communities for over 400 years. 

PROGRAM



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ALL OF OUR SAFETY PROTOCOLS, 
PLEASE VISIT ARENASTAGE.ORG/SAFETY

STAY SAFE
We are excited to welcome you back to the Mead Center for American Theater. Our team 
is confident in our ability to safely provide you with groundbreaking entertainment!

VACCINATION REQUIREMENT
 � All audiences must provide proof of full 

vaccination on the date of their visit. 
Arena staff and volunteers are required to 
be fully vaccinated as well.

MASK REQUIREMENT
 � All audiences, staff and volunteers must 

wear facial masks that cover their mouth 
and nose.

HEALTH PRECAUTIONS
 � We are asking any audience member 

who is feeling ill to please stay home and 
utilize our many ticket exchange options. 
Our staff and volunteers are expected to 
do the same.

HVAC UPGRADE
 � We have upgraded our HVAC systems 

with MERV 13 filters wherever possible 
to ensure superior air quality, per CDC 
recommendation.

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
 � We know we are in uncertain times. Rest 

assured that if for any reason we must 
cancel performances, we will honor your 
commitment to us by offering a full array 
of ticket exchange and refund options.

 is proud to support Arena Stage 
to help keep artists, administrators 

and audiences safe and healthy.

rentals@arenastage.org  |  202-488-4380

BOOK YOUR NEXT CELEBRATION 
AT THE MEAD CENTER
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WHO’S WHO

CAST
	 CHRISTYLEZ BACON is a 

GRAMMY® Nominated 
Progressive Hip-Hop artist 
and multi-instrumentalist 
from Southeast, 
Washington, D.C. Christylez 
multi-tasks between 

various instruments such as the West 
African djembe drum, acoustic guitar and 
the human beat-box, while continuing the 
oral tradition of storytelling. With a 
mission towards cultural acceptance and 
unification through music, Christylez is 
constantly pushing the envelope. He has 
received multiple awards including the 
Washington Area Music Association Artist 
of the Year in 2013 and the Montgomery 
County Executive Award for Excellence in 
the Arts.

	 EMANUEL "MANNY"
CHACON is a dancer and 
choreographer from 
Wilmington, Delaware. 
His love for movement 
began at a young age 
with the Afro-Brazilian 

martial art of Capoeira followed by his 
collegiate experience with Lambda Sigma 
Upsilon Latino Fraternity, Inc. and mentor 
J-Romeo. His styles include Capoeira, 
Hip Hop, Reggaeton, Afro & Caribbean 
movement, Stepping/Body Percussion, 
Gumboot and Zulu. He has performed on 
Telemundo, MTV Tr3s and Revolt TV.

	 AGYEI KEITA EDWARDS is a 
recorded professional 
drummer and 
percussionist. His debut as 
a dynamic performer was 
at the tender age of 3. 
With a rich history of 

performances under his belt, to include 
venues such as the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music and the Millennium Stage of the 
Kennedy Center, Agyei has performed for 
and with celebrated artists such as 

Sheila E. In 2021, as a choreographer, 
dancer and drummer, Agyei shared the 
stage with the acclaimed rapper and 
record producer Busta Rhymes for the 
MTV Video Music Awards. Agyei has been 
in the business of West African 
percussion for over twenty years and is 
certifiably an accomplished, sought-after 
artist; he continues to accompany bands 
nationally and internationally. Agyei is a 
spiritually-grounded, powerful musician 
and Musical Director of Farafinakan 
percussion ensemble. Agyei’s motto is: 
Do it with excellence or don’t do it at all.

	 DIONNE ELEBY is a 
graduate of Elon University 
where she majored in 
Musical Theater and 
minored in African-
American Studies and 
Business Administration. A 

native of Atlanta, Georgia, Dionne has 
performed with the African American 
Dance Ensemble, ArtPark Regional 
Theatre and Rotterdam’s Lef in Holland. 
She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc.

	 KAYSHON HAWKINS is a 
dancer, choreographer 
and teacher from 
Henderson, North Carolina. 
He has been teaching 
dance for four years, 
teaching all ages, 

specializing in hip-hop. He taught at The 
Pointe! Dance Studio in Greensboro, NC, 
for two years. Kayshon graduated from 
Fayetteville State University with a 
Bachelor's degree in Theatre in 2018, with 
a profession in audio and sound.

	 AKIEVIA HICKMAN is a 
native of Tallahassee, 
Florida. She attended 
Florida A&M University 
where she received a BA 
in Business Administration 
and an MBA. Akievia was 
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introduced to stepping in high school as 
a member of the Code Red Step Team. In 
college she joined the Rampage Step 
Team. She is trained in hip-hop and jazz 
and she studied modern contemporary 
dance under the direction of Shepiro 
Hardemon as a member of Mahogany 
Dance Theatre. She is a member of the 
Beta Alpha chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc.

	 JABARI JONES is a native 
of Detroit, Michigan. He 
started dancing at the age 
of 8 — inspired by the 
performances of recording 
artist Usher. He was a 
featured performer for 

artists such as Aloe Blacc, Detroit 1-8-7, 
Elijah J, Jacob Latimore, K Jay Music and 
The Music Factory. He has performed in 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and 
acted in productions of College 
Boyfriends and Mooz-Lum. Jabari studied 
English at Morehouse College. He joined 
Step Afrika! in 2017. He is a proud 
member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 

	 CONRAD R. KELLY II, 
Assistant Artistic Director 
of Step Afrika!, is a native 
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
where he attended Dillard 
High School of the Visual 
and Performing Arts. While 

attending Florida A&M University, he 
became a member of the Marching 100 
and the Strikers. After college, Conrad 
became a soloist for The Rolle Project in 
Las Vegas as well as a dance instructor 
with Studio 305, where he regularly 
taught classes in hip-hop, contemporary 
and jazz dance. Conrad plans to use his 
performing and teaching experiences to 
open a mentoring program for young 
male dancers.

	 ABDOU MUHAMMAD is a 
native of Washington, D.C., 
and has studied West 
African drumming since 
the age of 2 years old. 
Muhammad has studied 
and performed with 

various African Dance companies in the 
Washington, D.C. area, such as Coyaba 
Dance Theatre, African Heritage Dancers 
& Drummers, KounKouran Dance 
Company and Ezibu Muntu African Dance 
Company. Throughout his 28 years of 
drumming, Muhammad has performed at 
various venues, such as the Kennedy 
Center in Washington, D.C., Brooklyn 
Academy of Music in Brooklyn, N.Y. and 
The State Theatre in Austin, Texas. 
Currently, Muhammad is a Musical 
Director of Coyaba Dance Theatre. 
Muhammad is on faculty at The Davis 
Center, The Washington Ballet and at 
Inner City Inner Child, an early child care 
program based in Washington, D.C., that 
introduces literacy through music and 
dance.

	 AYANA (REED)
OGUNSUNLADE is a 
singer and actor from 
Washington, D.C., who is 
becoming known for her 
unique ability to capture 
an “audience's emotions” 

as mentioned by the press. She is on a 
mission to bring meaningful stories to 
life on stage and in front of the camera. 
Ayana showcases her versatility through 
performances such as an opera debut in 
Italy as Pamina in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte 
to starring in the Helen Hayes-
nominated blues musical Blackberry 
Daze which garnered rave reviews from 
The Washington Post. Her performance 
skills were developed at the renowned 
Duke Ellington School of the Arts high 
school and the Friends of Carter Barron 
Performing Arts Foundation, landing her 
on stages as prestigious as the Kennedy 
Center, Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Theatre. 
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She has a Bachelor of Music degree 
in Vocal Performance and a minor in 
African and African American Studies 
from George Mason University. Ayana is 
an acting student of Anthony Abeson of 
New York.

	 DUSTIN PRAYLOW is a 
native of South Carolina. 
He began his dance 
training at Dancin’ On Main 
Studios in Lake City under 
the instruction of Karl 
Singletary and Paige 

Strickland. Dustin studied modern, 
contemporary and ballet at the University 
of South Carolina, where he received his 
BS in Biology with a minor in Dance. 
Dustin began his professional dance 
career in 2016 with Norwegian Creative 
Studios, performing in the Broadway 
show After Midnight on the Pride of 
America, RSSC Mariner and the 
Norwegian Escape. This is Dustin’s third 
season with Step Afrika!.

	 ANESIA SANDIFER is a 
native of Augusta, Georgia. 
She attended the 
University of Georgia 
where she received a BBA 
in Finance and minored in 
Dance. She is a member of 

the Zeta Psi chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc, where she served as Step 
Master. Anesia was a full scholarship 
recipient at the 2015 Debbie Allen 
Summer Intensive in Los Angeles, CA. She 
has performed on ESPN for the Special 
Olympics 2015 World Games as a dancer 
for O.A.R. and Siedah Garrett.

	 JOEL SANTIAGO is a 
musician and 
interdisciplinary music 
artist — a vocalist and 
multi-instrumentalist 
based in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Besides his 

distinguished performance portfolio, 

what makes his artistry unique is that his 
projects are multi-media, combining 
music, art, poetry and animation to 
create a journey that represents the 
challenges and triumphs in his own life 
and experience.

	 JAKARI SHERMAN is a 
passionate choreographer, 
ethnochoreologist and 
performer whose 
experience extends over 
20 years. Rooted in the 
African American tradition 

of stepping, his work pushes the 
boundaries of percussive dance using 
technology, storytelling and diverse 
musical scores. Jakari served as Step 
Afrika!’s Artistic Director for seven years. 
He directed The Migration: Reflections of 
Jacob Lawrence, Green is the New Black, 
Symphony in Step, among others. He is 
the Founder of Ordered Steps, a nonprofit 
that teaches stepping as a tool for youth 
outreach. Jakari received a M.A. in 
Ethnochoreology from the Irish World 
Academy of Music and Dance and is 
undertaking groundbreaking 
ethnographic work related to structural 
analysis, teaching methodologies and 
historical archiving of stepping in the U.S. 
Jakari has lectured on stepping 
throughout the world, including Greece, 
Kazakhstan, the U.K. and Belgium.

	 VALENCIA ODEYKA
EMONNI SPRINGER is a 
native of Brooklyn, New 
York. Valencia received 
her BA in Elementary 
Education and served as 
the first “Stand Queen” 

(captain) with the Ambassadors of 
Sound Marching Band at Virginia Union 
University. She studied ballet, jazz, 
African, hip-hop and contemporary dance 
at Restoration Youth Arts Academy and 
has performed with Forces of Nature and 
Dance Africa (Brooklyn, NY). Valencia is 
a proud member of the Nu Chapter of 
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. and the Eta 
Psi Chapter of Tau Beta Sigma National 
Honorary Band Sorority. This is her third 
season with Step Afrika!.

	 JORDAN SPRY, Assistant 
Artistic Director of Step 
Afrika!, a native of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
joined Step Afrika! in 2012. 
He was first introduced to 
stepping in high school, 

when he joined the Progressive African 
American Cultural Society. Jordan 
attended Howard University and 
graduated with a BBA in Marketing. At 
Howard University, he stepped with Drew 
Hall Step Team. Jordan served as a head 
coach for the Drew Hall Step Team, where 
he choreographed many first-place 
winning pieces for the Howard University 
Homecoming Step Show. Jordan is also a 
freelance photographer, capturing 
moments from Step Afrika!’s tours around 
the world and personal work at home in 
the D.C. area, as well as an aspiring model.

	 PELHAM WARNER, a native 
of The Bronx, New York, 
attended Dutchess 
Community College. As a 
teenager, Pelham was a 
member of The Players 
Club Steppers. He then 

found his home stepping with the Harlem, 
New York-based group, The Order of the 
Feather Fraternity, where he served as 
the team’s Step Master and captain for 
five years. He is blessed to have the 
opportunity to continue his passion for 
stepping, performing and teaching with 
Step Afrika!.

	 ROBERT WARNSLEY is a 
native of Chicago, Illinois. 
He graduated from Illinois 
State University with a BS 
in Information Technology. 
Robert learned to step and 
stroll as a member of the 

Eta Tau chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. In addition to stepping, he 
practices hip-hop and Chicago-style 
footworking. This is Robert’s third season 
with Step Afrika!.

	 KANYSHA WILLIAMS is a 
native of the Washington 
metropolitan area and a 
dynamic actress and 
singer. She began 
studying vocal 
performance at the age of 

14 at the Duke Ellington School of the 
Arts in Washington, D.C., and and she 
continued her studies at the San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music and 
George Mason University. Kanysha has 
performed at Carnegie Hall in New York, 
NY and the Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts in Washington, D.C. 
Kanysha has performed in The Color 
Purple, The Wiz, Ain't Misbehavin' and 
Little Shop of Horrors. Off stage, Kanysha 
is a museum educator for the 
Smithsonian Institute and a private voice 
and piano instructor.

CREATIVE
MFONISO AKPAN (Artistic Director, Step 
Afrika!) has trained extensively in tap, 
ballet, jazz, modern, African dance and 
step. While attending the State University 
of New York at Stony Brook, she majored 
in biochemistry and cultivated her 
stepping skills as a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Mfon began 
her training at the Bernice Johnson 
Cultural Arts Center and has performed 
at Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, the 
Apollo Theater, the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music and Lincoln Center. Mfon toured 
with the off-Broadway show Hoofin' 2 
Hittin, where she was a featured stepper 
and dancer.
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KENDALL ARIN (Stage Manager and 
Assistant Production Manager) is thrilled 
to be a part of Step Afrika!’s Drumfolk. She 
is a native of Detroit, MI. She received her 
BFA in Acting & Stage Management from 
the Conservatory at Point Park University. 
Kendall is an all around theatre artist 
trained both on and back-stage.  Her 
recent stage management credits include 
HERstory (Kennedy Center), Stirring the 
Waters (The REACH @ Kennedy Center), 
and Step Afrika!’s Magical Musical Holiday 
Step Show. She has also held titles in film 
as Assistant Production Coordinator on 
Peace of Mind with Taraji (Facebook Watch, 
Emmy Nominated) and Second Assistant 
Director with Octet Productions. Compelled 
by her faith in Christ and commitment to 
community, she always reminds herself — 
“it's an US thing!” and Philippians 2:1-11.

PATRICK CALHOUN (Sound Designer) is a 
native of Charlotte, North Carolina. He 
received a BS in Technical Theatre from 
Greensboro College and he completed 
graduate studies in Sound Design at the 
University of North Carolina School of the 
Arts. Patrick is an East Coast-based sound 
designer living in New York City, working 
in Broadway, Off-Broadway and regional 
theatres around the country. Highlights 
from his recent work: Step Afrika!: The 
Migration, Magical Musical Holiday Show, 
Drumfolk; Broadway: The Nap (Assoc.); 
Off-Broadway: Drunk Shakespeare, The 
Migration, Amerike — The Golden Land, 
Little Shop of Horrors (Assoc.), Bob 
& Carol & Ted & Alice (Assoc.), KPOP 
(Assoc.), Trainspotting Live NYC (Assoc.); 
International Tour: Wit’s End Puppet 
Theatre: Saudade; Selected Regional: 
Boston Colonial Theatre (Pre-Broadway): 
A Beautiful Noise (Assoc.); Drunk 
Shakespeare — DC & Chicago; Kennedy 
Center: Bud, Not Buddy; Woolly Mammoth: 
An Octaroon; Folger Theatre: The Winter’s 
Tale, Mary Stuart; Everyman Theatre: Long 
Day’s Journey into Night, Wait Until Dark. 
Patrick is a member of United Scenic 
Artists Local 829. www.patrickcalhoun.info

YANNICK GODTS (Assistant Lighting 
Designer) is a Washington, D.C.-based 
lighting designer and visual artist. He 
has worked with Step Afrika! since 2019, 
designing various works for the company 
and as the touring lighting supervisor 
for Drumfolk since 2020. He is currently 
the lighting supervisor for Pilobolus 
Dance Theater and his lighting and props 
designs for Pilobolus have been seen 
across the US, Europe and the Middle 
East. When not on the road, he enjoys 
taking care of his many plants.

MARIANNE MEADOWS (Lighting Designer 
and Production Manager) is delighted 
to continue her work with Step Afrika!, 
and doubly delighted to be at Arena 
Stage where she did her graduate 
school internship. She lives in Royal 
Oak, Maryland and has been a designer 
since 1982. She received a BA from Sarah 
Lawrence College, an MFA from the 
University of Washington and additional 
training from Lester Polakovs Studio and 
Forum of Stage Design, NYC. She is a 
resident designer for Solas Nua (Johnny 
Meister and The Stitch, The Smuggler), 
Open Circle (where she also serves as a 
board member), Washington Stage Guild, 
Scena Theatre, Theatre Lab and Histrio. 
Previous productions include Eleanor, 
The Blackguards (Ford’s Theatre); Quills 
(Helen Hayes nomination), The Dead 
Monkey (Woolly Mammoth); Old Wicked 
Songs (Helen Hayes nomination), Desk 
Set (Studio Theatre); The Chosen (Theater 
J, Helen Hayes nomination); The Adding 
Machine (Washington Jewish Theatre, 
Helen Hayes nomination). Marianne 
is a member of United Scenic Artists 
Local #829. She is a recipient of Theatre 
Lobby’s Mary Goldwater Award, 2004.

MISHA MICHEL (Assistant Stage Manager) 
is a native of Miami, Florida. She holds 
a BFA in Dance from Florida State 
University and is a member of the Kappa 
Epsilon Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. Misha trained under the 
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direction of Maribel Fruitstone and Traci 
Young-Byron as a member of the Young 
Contemporary Dance Theatre (YCDT). As 
the YCDT SUPAStarz captain, Misha was 
featured on two Lifetime series, Step It Up 
and Bring It!. This is Misha’s third season 
with Step Afrika!.

KENAAN M. QUANDER (Costume Designer) 
is a Washington, D.C., native who now 
lives in Staunton, VA. She has worked on 
everything from television to Broadway. 
She is a freelance costume designer, 
currently the Resident Costume Designer 
and Shop Manager for Washington and 
Lee University. She has been designing 
for Step Afrika! for the last seven years 
and she considers Drumfolk one of her 
favorite designs to date. She is extremely 
excited and proud of this production.

JAKARI SHERMAN (Director, Drumfolk) 
see bio on page 25.

C. BRIAN WILLIAMS (Founder and 
Executive Producer, Step Afrika!) is a native 
of Houston, Texas and graduate of Howard 
University. He first learned to step as a 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. — Beta Chapter, in the Spring of 
1989. While living in Southern Africa, 
he began to research the percussive 
dance tradition of stepping, exploring 
the many sides of this exciting, yet 
under-recognized American art form and 
founded Step Afrika! in 1994. Williams 
has performed, lectured and taught in 
Europe, Central and South America, Africa, 
Asia, the Middle East, the Caribbean 
and throughout the United States. He 
is the founder of the monumental Step 
Afrika! International Cultural Festival in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Through 
Williams’ leadership, stepping has evolved 
into one of America’s newest cultural 
exports and inspired the designation of 
Step Afrika! as Washington, D.C.’s official 
“Cultural Ambassador.” Williams has been 
cited as a “civic/community visionary” by 
NV Magazine, a “nation builder” by the 

National Black Caucus of State Legislators 
and a “minority business leader” by the 
Washington Business Journal. He is the 
recipient of numerous Artist Fellowships; 
the Distinguished Arts Award from the 
Coalition for African-Americans in the 
Performing Arts; the Pola Nirenska Award 
for Contemporary Achievement in Dance. 
He is also featured in Soulstepping, 
the first book to document the history 
of stepping. He also earned the 2008 
Mayor’s Art Award for Innovation in the 
Arts and has led the company to multiple 
Metro DC Dance Awards for “Outstanding 
New Work,” “Excellence in Stage Design/
Multimedia” and “Outstanding Group 
Performance.” In 2018, Williams received 
the Mayor’s Arts Award for Visionary 
Leadership from the DC Commission on 
the Arts and Humanities. 

ARENA STAGE LEADERSHIP
MOLLY SMITH (Artistic Director) has 
served as artistic director since 1998. 
Her more than 30 directing credits at 
Arena Stage include large-scale musicals, 
like Anything Goes, Disney’s Newsies, 
Carousel, Fiddler on the Roof, Oklahoma!, 
My Fair Lady, The Music Man, Cabaret, 
South Pacific; new plays, like Sovereignty, 
The Originalist, Camp David, Legacy of 
Light, The Women of Brewster Place, How I 
Learned to Drive; and classics like Mother 
Courage and Her Children, A Moon for the 
Misbegotten, The Great White Hope and 
All My Sons. Her directorial work has also 
been seen Off-Broadway at 59E59 in New 
York, Portland Center Stage, Canada’s 
Shaw Festival, The Court Theatre, The 
Old Globe, Asolo Repertory, Berkeley 
Repertory, Trinity Repertory, Toronto’s 
Tarragon Theatre, Montreal’s Centaur 
Theatre and Perseverance Theater in 
Juneau, Alaska, which she founded and 
ran from 1979–1998. Molly has been a 
leader in new play development for 
over 40 years. She is a great believer 
in first, second and third productions 
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of new work and has championed 
projects, including Dear Evan Hansen; 
Next to Normal; Passion Play, a cycle; 
and How I Learned to Drive. She led the 
re-invention of Arena Stage, focusing 
on the architecture and creation of the 
Mead Center for American Theater and 
positioning Arena Stage as a national 
center for American artists through its 
artistic programming. During her time 
with the company, Arena Stage has 
workshopped more than 100 productions, 
produced 39 world premieres, staged 
numerous second and third productions 
and been an important part of nurturing 
nine projects that went on to have a life 
on Broadway. In 2014, Molly made her 
Broadway debut directing The Velocity of 
Autumn, following its critically acclaimed 
run at Arena Stage. She was awarded 
honorary doctorates from American 
University and Towson University. In 
2018, she was honored as Person of the 
Year by the National Theatre Conference 
and inducted into the Washington DC 
Hall of Fame. In 2020, she was awarded 
the Director of Distinction in Cairo, 
Egypt, from the Academy of Arts. During 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, she 
developed the concept for two online 
films, May 22, 2020 and The 51st State, 
overseeing the production direction as 
well as directing pieces within the films. 
She also spearheaded a variety of other 
new online content, including a weekly 
talk show Molly’s Salon, during the live 
performance hiatus.

EDGAR DOBIE (Executive Producer) Born 
in Vernon, British Columbia, a village 
next to the Rocky Mountains (three years 
after Arena had its first performance in 
1950), I am one of five brothers raised 
by my Dad Edgar, a mechanic and 
small businessman, and Mom Connie, a 
telephone operator and union organizer. 
I am the only Dobie to make a career in 
theater. Luckily for me, drama was an 
arts elective I was offered at the tender 
age of 12 so I hung up my hockey skates 

and joined the drama class, led by 
teacher Paddy Malcolm and her fledgling 
Powerhouse Community Theater after 
school. By the time I graduated from 
high school, we volunteers had built 
ourselves a 200-seat, fully equipped 
theater on its own piece of land in the 
center of town and found a sold-out 
audience for the full season of plays we 
had on offer. That experience taught 
me so many lessons about the power 
of theater to foster collaboration and 
share meaningful stories, as well as the 
public values that attach themselves to 
building a safe place where everyone is 
welcome. All those lessons served me 
well as a managing leader and producer 
both sides of the border and both sides 
of the commercial and non-profit theater 
divide. Arriving here in Southwest with my 
good wife Tracy and our daughter Greta 
Lee in 2009 makes me feel like I am well-
equipped to do a good job for you all.

This theater operates under an agreement 
between the League of Resident Theatres and 
Actors’ Equity Association.

	 The actors and stage managers 
are members of Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage 
Managers in the United States.

	 The scenic, costume, lighting and 
sound designers in LORT theaters 
are represented by United Scenic 
Artists, Local USA-829 of the 
IATSE.

	 The Director and 
Choreographer are members 
of the STAGE DIRECTORS AND 
CHOREOGRAPHERS SOCIETY, a 
national theatrical labor union.

Musicians are members of the American 
Federation of Musicians, Local 161-710.

Arena Stage is a constituent of the Theatre 
Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for the American theater.
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Thank you so much for your support of Arena Stage! Whether you 
add a donation to your purchase, loyally renew your membership 
every year or have even included us in your estate plans, your gift 
allows us to continue to serve as the voice of American theater in 
the nation’s capital. Ticket sales only cover about half of what it 
costs to bring these shows to life, so we can’t do it without you.
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2022/23 Season, go to arenastage.org/donate to put your gift to 
work right away! Gifts starting at $100 are eligible for membership 
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The cast of Catch Me If You Can. Photo by Margot Schulman.
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Arena Stage is a proud member of Theatre Forward 
and a recipient of the Moving Forward Fund and the 
Educating Through Theatre program. Theatre 
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The Arena Stage Young Patrons Board seeks to 
strengthen and support the future of American 
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supports the artistic mission of Arena Stage by being 
active ambassadors to the community and arranging 
opportunities for people under 40 years old to 
engage with the theater.
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work right away! Gifts starting at $100 are eligible for membership 
benefits like discounted tickets, newsletters, creative peeks and 
more. There’s never been a better time to join us as we continue 
roaring back! To learn more about all our great member benefits, 
check out arenastage.org/member today.

MAKE 
A GIFT!

BECOME A 
MEMBER!

The cast of Catch Me If You Can. Photo by Margot Schulman.

To learn more, please contact 
youngpatrons@arenastage.org.



THANK YOU
FULL CIRCLE SOCIETY — ARENA STAGE’S PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges these individuals who ensure the future of Arena Stage by 
making a planned gift. These gifts assure that Arena Stage will continue to challenge, educate 
and entertain audiences, and maintain its excellence in theater nationally, and internationally, for 
generations to come. The following are members as of February 10, 2022.

MEMBERS
Anonymous (10)
Esthy and Jim Adler
Dr. Bill Santford Ashley
Linda A. Baumann
Sue Benson
Diane Boehr
Steven Bralove
Dr. Robert and Mary Jo Brenner
Bonnie and Jere Broh-Kahn
Louise Budelis
James C. Burks and 

Dr. Bette Jane Pappas
John P. Cahill
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Captain Joan Darrah and 

Ms. Lynne Kennedy
Martin Alan “Marty”* and 

Belle Negrin Davis
Joseph P. DiGangi
John Edelmann and Jeffrey Love
Lisa Eggers
Barbara B. Ehrlich
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Nancy M. Folger
Catherine F. and James F.* Fort, Sr.
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Becky Fredriksson
Dr. Helene C. Freeman
Arlene Friedlander
Rick and Carol Froehlich
George and Duffy* Ftikas
Steven Garron
Jon K. Gossett and Alex Urdaneta
Bob Gronenberg
Chris Harris
Dr. JC Hayward
Vicki J. Hicks
Richard and Pamela Hinds

Sallie L. Holder
Lauren and Glen Howard
Ann Ingram
David Insinga and Robert McDonald
Thomas Jesulaitis
James Johnson and 

Matthew Shepard
Drs. Susan and Perry Klein
Dr. Seth A. Koch and 

Barbara Bellman Koch
Herb and Dianne Lerner
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
John and Patricia Long
John and Lenora Lynham
Sandra L. Mabry
Alison Masters MacTavish
Wells R. McCurdy
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Paul and Nancy Newman
Marina and David Ottaway
Laura Peebles
Amy Phillips
Robert Pincus
Paul Rose
Hank Schlosberg
Richard Schwartz* and 

Beth Newburger Schwartz
Larry Shaw and Richard Freitag
David E. Shiffrin
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Shugoll
Mike and Patti Sipple
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Dick and Katie Snowdon
Sheila A. Stampfli
Helga Tarver
Terri L. Tedford
Helene Toiv
Margaret L. Tomlinson
Maya Weil
Val and John Wheeler

* Deceased

BEQUESTS AND GIFTS 
IN REMEMBRANCE
Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 

Clement C. Alpert
Estate of H. Max and 

Josephine F. Ammerman
Estate of Audrey J. Barnett
Estate of Harry J. Boissevain
Estate of Henrietta T. Braunstein
Estate of Dorothy A. Bunevich
Estate of Patricia Carroll
Estate of Albert Chaiken
Estate of Helen G. Codding
Estate of Marcus Cohn
Estate of Israel and 

Augusta Convisser
Estate of Robert D. Davis Jr. 

and Henry J. Schalizki
Estate of Mr. Wiliam E. Faragher
Estate of Zelda Fichandler
Estate of Donald H. Flanders
In Memory of Helen W. 

and Felix E. Geiger
Estate of Ann Gibbons
Estate of Ezra Glaser
Estate of George Grizzard
Estate of Giselle Hill
Estate of Joan E. Kain
Estate of Margot Kelly
In Memory of Jean Russ Kern 

and Jeannette G. Kern
Estate of Herbert A. Lindow
Estate of LaRue R. Lutkins
Estate of Marianne R. Phelps
Estate of Suzy Platt
Estate of Judy Lynn Prince
Estate of Toni A. Ritzenberg
Estate of Gruine Robinson
Estate of Eugene Schreiber
Barbara R. Walton Endowment Fund 

for New Playwrights
Estate of Eric Weinmann
Estate of Frankie and 

Jerry Williamson

LEGACY CHALLENGE MATCH
Include Arena Stage in your estate plan 
and 10% of the anticipated amount will be 
matched with current funds thanks to the 
extraordinary generosity of former Board Chair 
Dick Snowdon and his wife Katie, and Board Chair 
Decker Anstrom and his wife Sherry Hiemstra!

For more information, please contact Maya Weil 
at 202-600-4158 or mweil@arenastage.org
The cast of The Pajama Game. Photo by Margot Schulman.
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THANK YOU
OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many individuals and families who support the theater’s work by 
contributing to the Annual Fund. These gifts make it possible for the theater to continue presenting high-
quality productions and innovative education programs that strengthen the community in which we live.

For more information on the benefits of becoming an Annual Fund contributor, 
please call the Development Department at 202-600-4177.

The following are members as of April 19, 2022.

OVATION CIRCLE
Anonymous
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Margot Kelly*
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Toni A. Ritzenberg*
Sam G. Rose
Beth Newburger Schwartz and 

Richard Schwartz*

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
Anonymous
Andrew R. Ammerman 
Joanne Barker and the 

JAKE Foundation
John and Linda Derrick
David C. Frederick and 

Sophia Lynn
David Bruce Smith and The 

Grateful American Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. 

Richard W. Snowdon
Marvin Weissberg 

Memorial Fund

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous
Judith N. Batty
Michele and Allan Berman
Susan and Steven Bralove
Jeff Busch
William Caldwell and 

Michele Toth
Pam and Richard Feinstein
Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher
Virginia McGehee Friend
Rick and Carol Froehlich 
Henock Gebreamlak and 

Nicholas Goad
Chris and Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe
Ann O. Hamilton
Sue Henry and Carter Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Korengold
The Revada Foundation 

of the Logan Family
David and Martha Martin 
Richard and Janice Newman
Toni and Ronald Paul
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Pincus
Steven and Ilene Rosenthal
Tiffeny Sanchez and Reg Brown
Sheila Stampfli

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)	
Janice Adams
Linda A. Baumann
Sander M. Bieber and 

Linda E. Rosenzweig
Marc Blakeman
Joseph P. DiGangi
Edgar and Tracy Dobie
Kristen Donoghue and 

Jon Hacker

John Edelmann and Jeff Love
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Drs. Elliot J. Feldman and 

Lily Gardner Feldman
Stephenie Foster
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Patti and Mitchell Herman
Vicki J. Hicks
Alethia Jackson
Dr. Donald Wallace Jones, 

Dr. Betty Jean Tolbert Jones 
and Tracey Tolbert Jones

Ricki and Joel Kanter
Sheldon and Audrey Katz
Judy and Peter 

Blum Kovler Foundation
Herb and Dianne Lerner
Mark T. Lewellyn
John and Lenora Lynham
B. Thomas Mansbach
R. Lucia Riddle
Gene Samburg
Peggy and David Shiffrin
Mignon and Kebharu Smith
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Hon. Michael Steele
Shawna Watley
Anita Winsor

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (4)
David Becker and 

Leslie Seeman
Eric Braverman and Neil Brown
Wes Callender and Mary Davis
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Kimberly Hulsey in 

memory of Shirley Shorter
Abby Mandel
The Robert and Natalie Mandel 

Family Foundation
The Nolan Family 

Charitable Fund
Craig Pascal and Victor Shargai*
Thalia Sinnamon in 

memory of Lyn Sinnamon
Jon and Sandra Willen
Bill and Terry Witowsky

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
Anonymous 
Jim and Mai Abdo
Celia and Keith Arnaud
Alan Asay and Mary Sturtevant
Dr. Sharon A. Bennett
James and Priscilla Blum
Deborah Bowles
Cynthia Boyer
Lee Calligaro and 

Linda Sterlacci
Richard H. Cleva
Geri and David Cohen
James and Dorothy Dake
Kathy and Jody Dreyfuss

Nancy M. Folger
Lawrence and Joanie Friend
Woolf Gross
Susan B. Haight
Daniel Hamilton
Holly Hassett
Meg and John Hauge
Donald E. Hesse and 

Jerrilyn Andrews
John Iwaniec and Tracy Gray
Thomas Jesulaitis and 

Barrie Seidman
James and Deborah Karesh
Gladys Kessler 
Caroline S. Klemp
Patricia and John Koskinen
Mark Levine and Sara Imershein
Laura L. McAuliffe
Charles McBride and 

Margaret DeBell
Richard and Erin Mills
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Melanie and Larry* Nussdorf
Ann and Terry R. Peel
Beverly Perry
Franklin D. Raines and 

Denise Grant
Janis Reed and Jack Requa
Margaret Ann Ross
William and Linda Rule
Susan Scanlan
Jean Schiro-Zavela and 

Vance Zavela
Judi and Richard Sugarman
Allison Thomas
Suzanne Thouvenelle and 

Dennis Deloria
Peggy and Alec* Tomlinson
Virginia D. Weber
Leslie Weinberger
Richard and Susan Westin
Glenn Westley and 

Jeanne Holzgrefe
Richard and 

Leslie Wojciechowicz
Joseph and Linda Young
Judy and Leo Zickler

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (3)
Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 

Clement C. Alpert
Erin and Derek Arrison 
Elfreda Baptist
Dr. and Mrs. C. Wrandle Barth
Nan Beckley
Grace and Morton Bender
Gene Bialek and Arlene Brown
Constance Bohon MD
Joe and Sue Bredekamp
Jerry Bridges and Sally Turner
Bonnie and Jere Broh-Kahn
Candice C. Bryant
Blain and Peg Butner

Bonnie C. Carroll and 
Roy Cooper

John Chester
Claudette Christian and 

Donald Hertzmark
Lynne H. Church
The Manny and Ruthy Cohen 

Foundation
Annemargaret Connolly and 

Kenneth Frank
Beth Cunningham
Belle N. Davis in memory of 

Martin “Marty” Davis
Thelma Duggin
Sue Duncan and Leo Fisher
Peter and Alison Fenn
The Honorable William and 

Linda Garvelink
Amnon and Sue Golan
Michael Greenbaum and 

Sherry Liebes
Linda Griggs and Bill Swedish
Tim and Norene Guilford
Laura Hart
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Hart
Paul R. Henderson
Liz Hilder and Randy Smith
Theo W. Hodge, Jr., MD and 

Frederick Eugene Taylor, Jr.
David Insinga and 

Robert McDonald
Wayne and Susan Jonas
Gary Kemp
Cal and Barbara* Klausner
Lauren S. Kogod
Leslie S. Kogod
Jean and John Lange
Steve Mayer and 

Vera Oye' Yaa-Anna
Robert and Joelen Merkel
Frank and Linda Nutter
Marina and David Ottaway
David Pawlik and 

Susan Albertine
Scott Pearson
Laura Peebles and 

Ellen Fingerman
Mazel Pernell
Dr. Patricia Petrick and 

Dr. William Mullins
Mr. Michael Pollard and 

Mrs. Penelope Pollard
Robert and Nan Ratner
Nancy Regan
Talmadge and Mary E. Roberts
Jill and Rick Robinson
Bruce and 

Lori Laitman Rosenblum
Al Russell
Jo Ella Samp
Jeff and Sarah Sandel
David Sayles
Raymond and 

Deborah Sams Sczudlo
Mr. McAdo Shuler, Jr.
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THANK YOU
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Simaitis
Sally Simms
Len and Eileen Sirota
Dr. Harvey A. Sweetbaum and 

Mrs. Selma Sweetbaum
Laura L. Tosi
Mary Vavrina
Rear Adm. and Mrs. 

Sidney Wallace
Willie White
Jim and Elizabeth Williams
Joan Wills
Richie and Jim Wright
Deborah and David Yaffe

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (6)
Lucille A. Bland
David and Judy Bonior
Rita Braver and Robert Barnett
Susan and Dixon Butler
Carol Caparosa
Sarah H. Cohn
Dr. Rita R. Colwell
Valerie and John Cuddy
Woody Cunningham and 

Jessie Harris
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Patricia L. D'Orazio
Carolyn and William Doying
Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Eakin, III
Dr. Gloria Edwards
Barbara and David Ehrlich
Skip and Laurette Farmer
Geraldine Feaster and 

Calvin Bethea*
Susan D. and Howard Feibus
Lorry M. Fenner, PhD
Trudy Fleisher
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flyer
Sallie Forman and Jonah Gitlitz*
Ellen Fox MD
The Henry J. Fox Trust
JoEllen and Martin Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Davis R. Gamble Jr.
Colonel Lenue and 

Colonel Barbara Gilchrist
Gregg H. S. Golden
Gary Greenwood
Sally W. Gresham
Carol and Bill Gross
Honorable Robert and 

Susan Hale
Patricia Harvey
Shelly and Jack Hazel
Whitney Hubbard
Elizabeth Blair Jones
Anne B. Keiser and Doug Lapp
Mary Kimble
Tuke and Pierce Klemmt
Carl Koteff
Richard and Teresa Kramer
Ms. Jane Mary Kwass
Jane Lang
Ashley J. Lawrence
Elizabeth C. Lee
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Caroline Lewis
John and Trish Long
Martin Malsch and Jane Axelrad
Captain Lory Manning USN (RET)
Susan and Dan Mareck
Mark and Marsha Mazz
Alan and Ruth Melvin
Dr. Florence K. Millar
Nancy Miron

Robin Mockenhaupt and 
Ralph Popp

Anna Katherine Moody
Dee Morris
Martha Newman
Ray Olson
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Osnos
James T. Parson, Jr.
Howard and Dorothy Pedolsky
Mr. Gary Peterson
Paula and William Phillips
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Pitts
Margaret Pollack and 

Paula Reed Lynch
Roy Pollard
Lutz Prager and Pat Lark*
Whayne and Ursula Quin
Deborah Remmers
Meg Rice and Bill Sette
Massimo and Marilou Righini
Barbara Riley
Trina and Lee Rubenstein
Gregory Schultz
Carol Schwartz
Richard Schwartzbard and 

Rosemary Schwartzbard 
James and Lisa Shannon
C. E. Shivers
Shugoll Research
Mike and Patti Sipple
Annelise and Robert H. Smith
Carl Wayne Smith and 

Michael Burke
Lawrence and Arlene Spinelli
Hillary M. Stemple
Mr. Robert Surovell
Eileen and Michael Tanner
Hugh Taylor
Tim and Grace Terpstra
Keith and Jeanie Thackrey
Dr. Adrienne Thompson Brown
Linda and Steuart Thomsen
Barbara Toohill
Anne Paine and Fowler West
Mark and Ria Weston
Ken and Dorothy Woodcock
Jane Yanulis
Robert and Anne* Yerman

STAR
Anonymous (4)
Nora Abramson
Virginia Anthony
Lawrence and Ruth Axelrod
Cheryl Baird
Lynn J. and Lynne A. Barden
Ann and Mal Barasch
Jim Bellas and Kip Fenton
Sue Benson
Carl and Courtney Bergeron
Peter and Ellen Berty
Tom Blackburn
Tanya Bodzin
Leslie Calman and 

Jane Gruenebaum
James P. Carty and Gisela Carty
Henry Chamberlain and 

Lisa Burns
Debbie and Adam Cohen
Dawn Cooke
Janice King Crawford
Mr. Michael Crosswell
Laurie Davis and Joe Sellers
Lorraine Day
Cynthia J. Decker
Mrs. Elizabeth Edgeworth

Christopher and 
Carol Fromboluti

Laura and Wayne Gifford
Amy C. Gilbert
John M. Goodman
Tracey and Beth Gray
Grace R. Gregg
Janice and Neal Gregory
Gail Gulliksen
Joan Haffey
Ellie and John Hagner
A. Steven and Janet Hall Graff
Chris Harris
Shawn C. Helm and 

J. Thomas Marchitto
Thomas Hennesy
Lucia Hill
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Linda Lurie Hirsch 
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb
Edward C. and 

Patricia G. Houser
Paul and Bonnie Hopler
Lauren and Glen Howard
Kay Jacks
Caroline Jackson
Harolyn and William Jackson
Martha L. Kahn and 

Simeon M. Kriesberg 
The S. Kann Sons Co. 

Foundation
John Keator and 

Virginia Sullivan
Kay Kendall and Jack Davies
William and Grace LaChance
Carrie and Howard Langsam
Richard and Cecilia Larkin
Frank and 

Marianne* Liebermann
Shirley Loo
Laird Lott and Linda Gooden
Paul and Patricia Maenner
Ms. Linda Marks and 

Mr. Rafael V. Lopez
Joanne S. Martin
Louis Mazawey
Susan Hall McCannell
Mary McGann and Gerry Lamb
Charles and Marilyn McMillion
John and Paula Millian
Lilly, Jaxxy, Cláudia and 

Lee Monsein
David Montgomery
Judie and Fred Mopsik
Mr. and Mrs. P. David Pappert
Jane Passman 
Alvin Phillips and Tia Johnson
Gail Povar and Larry Bachorik 
Marjorie Lynne Powell
Ane Powers
Dr. and Mrs. Michael B. Price
Charles* and Madeline Ramsey
Alan and Terry Rettig
Bill and Donna Roberts
Christopher Robinson
Michael P. Rogan and 

Susan Schaffer
Gareth Rosenau
Eric and Patricia Sanner
Jean Sammon
Linda B. Schakel
Manuel Schiffres and Rae Grad
Lisa and Mark Schneider
Richard and Jacqueline Sellers
Laura Shiffrin
Linda Smith

Mr. and Mrs. 
Horace Geoffrey Sneed

Cecile Srodes
Dr. Earl P. Steinberg and 

Claire E. Reade
Patricia Stonesifer and 

Michael Kinsley
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Marlene Terrell
Neil Lehrer and Joanne Tornow
Roberta K. Van Haeften 
Cameron and 

Susan Weiffenbach
Joan and Mark Weiss
John and Val Wheeler
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Gerry Widdicombe
Susan Wiener

LEAD
Anonymous (8)
Garland Allen
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Adamson
John Bailey
Michael Baker
Paul and Jeanette Barkley
David and Janet Batlan 
Catherine Baumer
Susan and Don Bennett
Robert C. and Elissa B. Bernius
Margot Machol Bisnow
Ann Blackman and 

Michael Putzel 
Karen J. Bopp
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borsuk
Anne Boyden
Terry O. Brackett
Julianne Brienza
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald K. Browning
Harold R. Bucholtz
Patricia and Mike Burke
Matt Butcher and Liz Pennisi
Sandra and Paul Byrne
Plater and Faye Campbell
Louis and Karen Carson
Elizabeth Carswell and 

Carol Wayman
Ms. Patricia Carter
Alison and Samantha Cernich
Gail Chambers and Scott Baker
Emily Cloyd
Francis and Terry Coates
Mr. and Mrs. 

W. Joseph Coleman Jr.
Drs. Joanne and Frank Crantz
Susan M. Crawford
Ingrid Creppell
Johanna S. Cummings in 

memory of Ian Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Currie
L. H. Daniel, MD
Richard and Emma Dassance
Nancy Dawson
Lisa and Tony Delity
Ted Deming and Roz Ridgway
John and Sandra Dewey
Robert Dickerson
Angela Dickey and 

Patricia Norland
Don Douglas and Carolyne Weil*
Douglas Dowling
Ann Elliott
Dr. James Ellzy and 

Mr. Franc O'Malley
Deborah Freund and 

Doug White
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THANK YOU
Jim and Lorrie Fulton
Linda Gehr
Richard Gervase and 

Stuart Delery
Kari Gissel
Mark* and Sara Goldberg
Michael M. Gottesman
Karen T. Grisez
Bob Gronenberg
Jack E. Hairston Jr.
Robert and Carol Hall
Anne Harkavy
Dr. and Mrs. Tony Hausner
Doris Hausser
Bert Helfinstein and 

Margaret Rodenberg
Lydia Jean Herz and 

Daniel Felger
Theodore Hester and 

Amy Dunbar
Jill Hill and Julie Hill
Dorothea Hiltenbrand
Jessica Hirschorn and 

Henry Howard, Jr.
John and Debra Howard
Drew Huffman
Heather Huyck
Ann Ingram
David and Kaori Inoue
Patricia Jackman and 

Stephen L. John
Rose Jenkins
Jason Johnston
Kenneth Johnston
Jane C. Karpick
Jackie Williams Kaye
Anne Kelleher and 

Ray Boedecker
Feliza Kepler
Dr. Sandra D. Key
Juneanne Kimbrough
Elaine R. Leavenworth
Steven Leinwand and 

Ann Lawrence
Stuart and Brock Lending
Michael Lestingi
John and Jane Lewis
Marjorie and John Lewis
Dr. and Mrs. Randall J. Lewis
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
Albert L. and Doris M. Lindquist
Pat and Thomas Loucks
Kenneth C. and 

Elizabeth M. Lundeen
Lou Mayo
Sarah McMeans
Cheryl McQueen
Mr. and Mrs. David Miller
MaryAnn Miller
Michelle Morenza
Helaine G. Morss
Donald and Lynne Myers
William and Louisa Newlin
Mia Nickens
Ann Norwood In Memoriam 

of Jan Moncier
Gary and Maxine Pagliano
Stan Peabody
Nthakoana Peko and Don Spicer
Alan and Andrea Pendleton
Anne E. Peret
Randy and Kathy Pherson
Lance and Sheila Pohl
Toby Port and Jeffrey Ahl
Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas J. Reckford

Elise and Dennis Reeder
Victor Reinoso
Lynn and David Rickard
Dr. Tommie L. Robinson, Jr.
Herbert and Nancy Rosenthal
Dr. Bernard and Louise Rostker
Alan and Florence Salisbury
Pauline A. Schneider
Bobbi and Larry Shulman
Bob and Bev Stearns
Malcolm Stevenson
Emil and Judy Sunley
Dr. Sheila Taube
Elizabeth and Jerome Teles
Ryan Neels Terry and Louis Loh
Alexander B. Thomson and 

Carol L. Michaelsen
Dr. Carolyn Peoples Veiga
Geoffrey and Susan Vincent
Ms. Maria Wagner
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Whitten
Bernetta and Kevin Williams
Candy Williams
Robert Wilson
John Wingard and 

Allison Manning
Dace Zalmanis

SUPPORTING ROLE
Anonymous (23)
D. M. Abruzzo
Susan Absher
Warren Adams
General Clara Adams-Ender 
Judith Agard
Anthony Aldwell
Jenna and Bill Allen 
Kenya Allmond
Hon. Frank and 

Antoinette Almaguer
Joan Alpert
Tonia and Scott Anderson
Jerald and Carole Angell
Dr. Bill Santford Ashley
Elinor R. Bacon
Ronald Bailey and 

Pamela Friedman
Mark Barnett
Joan Barrett
Loretta C. Beaumont
Carolyn and John Beck
John and Sylvia Benoit
Molly Bensingerlacy
Mr. Samuel Berkowitz
Edward L. Blanton and 

E. Russell Lynn
Linda Blumberg and 

Stephen Turow
Sarah Bobbin
Alex Bogdanovsky and 

Elena Shtern
Amy Bogdon and 

Robert Kornfeld
Vincent and Veronica Boles
Randall A. Bowman
Tona Boyd
Mr. and Mrs. 

A. Stanley Brager, Jr.
Kim Brailey
Ann Breen
Ms. Lynn N. Brennan
Valerie Briggs and Peter Kelley
Wendie Briggs
William and Emily Brittle
Hazel Broadnax
Linell Broecker

Lisa Brown
S. M. Bumbrey
Susan and Mike Burk 
Patricia A. Burke
Avery Burns
Donna Butts and William Libro
Kathryn and James Byrd
John P. Cahill
Fredric and Jane Cantor
Larry and Caroline Carbaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Herb and 

Ann Carlson
Maria Carmona
Kay Carter-Corker
Carla Cartwright
Tanja H. Castro
Cecilia M. Chandler
Wallace Chandler
Allayne and Brian Chappelle
William and Louise Cleveland
Kenneth T. Cline
Edward Cohen and 

Charlene Barshefsky
Ann C. Cole
John and Sheila Compton
Drs. Houston and Mary Conley
James and Ann Connell
John and Barbara Conway
Robert and Gwendolyn Cooley
Carl and Nancy Cooper
Barbara and Paul Couture
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Philip and Roberta Cronin
Isabelle and John Cummings
Robert Cuthriell
Anne Dammarell
Christian Daubert and 

Melvin Murphy
Arlene Davis
Deanna K. Dawson
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent and 

Megan Dennis
Kimberly Dixon
Edward Donahue, III
Molly Donovan and 

Barry Wepman
Ms. Cheryl Dragoo
John Driscoll
Michael and Mary Durr
Mr. and Mrs. Tilden Edwards
Joan Eisenstodt and Joel Levy
Dorothy Elder
Brian and Sonja Elmer
Ms. Claire Emory
Evelyn and Barry Epstein
J. Mark Evans
Ralph and Gwendolyn Everett
Ralph and Gae Fasold
Cynthia Davis and Jim Feaster
Gary Felser
Mr. and Mrs. Greig Fields
Michael and Lois Fingerhut
Edmund Fleet
Nicolle M. Fleury
Cathy and Donald Fogel
Heather Foley
Harry Foxwell
David Frantz
Karen L. French
Roberto Friedman
Bob Fugate
Mr. Gerlad Gaes
Paul Gamble
Natwar Gandhi
Mr. and Mrs. James Gentle

Dr. Kirk Geter
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Gholz
Yvette B. Gilmore
Virginia Giroux-Rollow
Delbert Glover and Linda Grenz
Irene Glowinski
Maggie Godbold and 

Steve Bershader
James and JoAnn Goedert
Michael Gold MD and Ellen Gold
Paula Goldman
Dr. Donna M. Gollnick
Katharine Gorka
Sheryl Gorsuch
Alan and Gerry Graham
Sheri Grant
Madi Green in memory 

of Duff Green III
Maxine Green
Charles and Karen Graybeal
Steve Grayson
The Greene-Milstein 

Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. 

Abraham Greenstein
Jeanne Grillo
Cindy and Phil Griselda
Sue and Bruce Guenther
Wilbur Hadden
Dorothy Hamm
Alan and Bonnie Hammerschlag
Susan and Allen Hanenbaum
Monique Hanis
Nicole Hanrahan
Lars Hanson
Richard E. Hardy
Betsy A. Harris
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Harris
Kevin Hawkins and 

Dr. Terri Dickerson
Rachel Hecht
Cynthia Heckmann
Laura Heinrich
Connie Heller
Paul Herman and 

Karen Goldman
Anne Herr and Karl Jentoft
Jill Herscot
Martin and Moonyean Hill
James and Jean Hochron
Roger Hockenberry and 

David Highnote
Bill and Marie Hoffman
Roger and Neesa Hoskin
Janet M. Howard
The Katherine Lindsay Howell 

Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hudson
James and Mollie Huitema
Dr. and Mrs. David Humm
Jerry Hungerman
Neil Hunt
Alissa Huntoon
Mike and Carol Ireland
Ms. Amanda Irwin
Barbara and John R. Jackson
Smyrna N. Jackson
Joseph and Anne Jarboe
Victoria Jaycox
Robin Jenkins
Richard Jensen
Claudette Jones
Marlene Johnson
Kimberly and Tad Johnston
Thelma D. Jones
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Joyce E. Jordan
Jeanne Kahn
Robert Kain
Olivia and Brian Kane
Herschel Kanter
John L. Kattler
Barbara Kell and Tom Dorrier
Charles J. Kelly
Joan Kelsch
Maureen Kelly
Michael Kielbiewicz and 

Barbara Strong
Peter S. Kimmel and 

Stephanie Jackson
Carol A. King
Janet E. King
Mrs. William Kingsbury
Pris and Bill Kirby
Laura Kirkconnell
Louis Kirschenbaum
Jon Klein
Kenneth and Carol Doran Klein
Steve and Karen Klemp
Sandy and Jim* Kolb
Mary Lou and Jack Kramer
Paul Kung
Kathy Labukas
Mr. and Mrs. James Landberg
Mr. Robert Larke
Allan and Sondra Laufer
Drew Lebby and 

Wendy Schwartz
Robin Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Lanny and 

Felda Lehto
Paul Levine
Dave Levy
Veronica Li
Diane Liff and Georgia Korn
Mrs. E. Kathleen Linville
Ace and Linda Lipson
Margo London and 

Townsend Belser
Gail Long
Kenneth Lowenberg
William and Ruth Lubic
Mary W. Lucius
Joan Lunney
Pat and Steve MacIntyre
Chris and Christine Magee
Christy Maguire and 

Matthew McConkey
Terry Mahn and Gayle Novig
Gerald and Madeline Malovany
Barbara Mander
Tamar Manuelyan Atinc
Patricia and Marvin Marceron
Phyllis and Philip Margolius
Margaret Marin
Carol Marsh
Donald W. Marshall
Teddi Marshall
Dan Martin
Michelle Mason
Stanley Matchett
Mrs. Barbara Matsko
Russell Matthias
Marlene J. Mayo
Barbara E. Mays
Mary Beth McAteer
Nancy McCarthy
Brenda McCoy
Elizabeth Ann McGrath
Jeffrey and Dorcas McGuinness

Margaret McKelvey and 
William Harkins

Michael Merchlinsky
Christine Merritt
Stephen Meyer and 

Erica Summers
Ivan Meyers
William Michie
Christopher Miles
Alan Miller
Eleanor C. Miller
J. Kent Minichiello
Margaret H. Minneman
Julia Misplon and Anna Durbin
John E. Mitchell
Sandy Mitchell
Charles and Patricia Moler
Mary Beth Moore and 

Douglas Ruby
Carl and Delila Moravitz
Bob and Wendy Morris
Kent and Dale Morrison
Stephen Morrison and 

Marsha Lea
Delphine Motley
Marilyn L. Muench
Jim and Ellen Myerberg
Allen L. Myers
Gary Myers
Hedy Nash and John Wetterau
Sherry and Lou Nevins
Ms. Phyllis Newton
John and Carol Noble
Jeremy Novak and 

Elaine Mattaire
Louise Novitch
Norman and Susan Oblon
R. Frances O'Brien
Dr. Jimmy Ortiz
Henry Otto and Judy Whalley
Jonathan Parker
Ms. Barbara Patocka
Keith and Rhonda Patterson
Renate G Pawlik
Kathleen Perez-Lopez
Paula Pettavino
Beth Pile
Geraldine Fogel Pilzer
Ms. Sharon R. Pinnock
Barbara and Larry Poe
Jim and Sue Price
Carroll Quinn
Vijay Ramachandran and 

Emily Johnson
Janice Rasgus
Linda Ravdin and Don Shapero
Cindy and Jim Reed
Virginia Reed
Sandra Reed-Bryant
Emil and Judith Regelman
Arthur Reiger
Catherine Remijan
Maria Farese Rendine
Bettie Ricca
Ms. Tracey A. Ricker 
Jo Ricks and Jeffrey Clark
Lynda Robb
Roni Robins
Jo Anne Robinson
C.K. Robertson
Richard B. and 

Constance Rhind Robey
June and Marvin Rogul
Denise A. Rollins
John and Taryn Roman

George Roman
Steven M. Rosenberg and 

Stewart C. Low III
Dan and Flo Rosenblum
Gene and Shirley Rosenfeld
Dale Rosenthal
Dr. Irene Roth and 

Dr. Vicken Poochikian
Richard and Carol Roth
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Roth
Rebecca Rothey
Nancy Rubenson
Blair and Sally Ruble
Jane and Bruce Ryan
Kathy Waldman and Steve Sabat
Mr. and Mrs. John Sacchetti
Fern Flanagan Saddler
Jeffery Saddoris and 

Adrianne Fielding
Elizabeth Samuel
Stephen and Doreen Sanborn
Dave and Holly Schmitz
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard and 

Celia Schuchman
Dr. Frederick and Peri Schuyler
James F. and Ola Scott
Karren E. Scott
Diane E. Seeger and 

Tom Christein*
Sandra and David Sellers
Ray and Joanne Shaak
Erin Shannon
Leslie C. and Leonard A. Shapiro 

Family Foundation
The Hon Mattie R. Sharpless
Kathleen Sheehan
Riki Sheehan
Ian and Joanne Shenk
Betsy D. Sherman
John and Roma Sherman
C. Roger and Ann Shoch
Patrick Simien and Vicki Moore
Mary Sies and Chris Stark
Nancy Silva
Dr. and Mrs. 

Thomas G. Sinderson
Sara Sklaroff
Virginia Sloss
James A. Smailes
Kathleen Smith
Margo Smith and Gerry Levine
Pamela Brown Smith
Wade and Berta Smith
Lin Solomon
Ellen Spencer
Sarah Spicer
Lynne and Jim Sprung
Shellie Steinberg
David and Liz Steinglass
Donald R. and Dorothy T. Stone
Thomas Strikwerda
Anne Summers and Alan Weiss
Moira Suter
Martha and David Swanson
Marcella Symonette
Eva Szabo
David Talmage
R. Taylor
Omari and Evelyn Teel
Helen Templin
Paula S. Thiede and 

C. Wakefield Martin
Dennis and Rosalind Thomas
Bruce and Barbara Thompson
Deborah Thompson

Patricia Thorne
Patti Thorp
Elizabeth Thornhill
Barbara Tobias
Juergen Tooren
Annie Simonian Totah
Darrell Totman
Douglas Trainum in memory 

of Peggy Laves Trainum
M. E. Truman
Richard and Maureen Turman
Cori Uccello
Mary and Barry Uhlig
Ms. Malies V. Venute
Steve Verna
William Vogt and 

Claire Eberwein
Kristen W. Vorhes
M. E. Wagner
Michael Waldman and 

Linda Coe
Chip Walgren and Lee Allen
Julie A. Walker
Roger and Diane Warin 
Lillian Watkins
Dr. and Mrs. Harlan Watson
Deborah V. Weinstein
Linda and Steve Weitz
Drs. Ann and Stephan* Werner
Dr. Linda Wetzel and 

Dr. Lon Berk
Carolyn L. Wheeler
Helen White and Andy Leighton
Greg and Mary Whiteman
Ms. Louise Wides
Tim Wierzbicki
Daniel and Debbie Williams
Jean and Sam Williams
J. David Willson
Ms. Janet Wishner
Peter Woicke
Priscilla Wolfensohn
Beth and John Wright
Elaine Wunderlich
Carolyn Wurm
David Young
Jill Zuckman

* Deceased
LEGEND:
Ovation Circle $100,000 and 

above
Founder’s Circle 

$50,000 – 99,999
Benefactor’s Circle 

$25,000 – 49,999
Leadership Circle 

$15,000 – 24,999
President’s Circle 

$10,000 – 14,999
Producer’s Circle $5,000 – 9,999
Director’s Circle $2,500 – 4,999
Playwright’s Circle 

$1,500 – 2,499
Star $1,000 – 1,499
Lead $600 – 999
Supporting Role $300 – 599

We endeavor to provide a 
complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. 
However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the 
Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also 
grateful to the thousands 
of other contributors 
to Arena Stage.

THANK YOU
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THANK YOU
OUR INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many foundations and corporations who support the theater’s 
work by contributing to the Annual Fund. These gifts make it possible for the theater to continue 
presenting high-quality productions and innovative education programs that strengthen the community in 
which we live. The following organizations are donors as of May 9, 2022.

OVATION CIRCLE

National Capital Arts & Cultural Affairs Program/ 
U.S. Commission of Fine Arts

The Bridge Fund — Office of the Deputy Mayor for 
Planning and Economic Development

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE

Share Fund

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

William H. Donner Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Anonymous
Hattie M. Strong Foundation
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation, Inc.
Dallas Morse Coors Foundation 

for the Performing Arts

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Alice Shaver Foundation
ArentFox Schiff LLP
The Bernstein Companies
The Boston Consulting Group
Central Parking System
Charles Schwab
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Global Medical REIT
Graham Holdings Company
Hogan Lovells LLP
Southwest Business Improvement District
Strategic Education
Theatre Forward
Venable Foundation

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
BP America
The David/Dauray Family Fund
Dimick Foundation
The Lois & Richard England Family Foundation
Entercom
Friends of Southwest DC
Hoffman Madison Waterfront
JBG Smith Cares
Mars Foundation
National Constitution Center
The Reef Team of TTR Sotheby's

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Asbury Arena Team
Bormel, Grice & Huyett, P.A.
Cabot Creamery 
Foley & Lardner, LLP
Lowe
Howard and Geraldine Polinger Family Foundation
Wawa Foundation
Weissberg Foundation

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Potomac Law Group, PLLC

Legend:
Ovation Circle $100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle $50,000 – 99,999
Benefactor’s Circle $25,000 – 49,999
Leadership Circle $15,000 – 24,999
President’s Circle $10,000 – 14,999
Producer’s Circle $5,000 – 9,999
Director’s Circle $2,500 – 4,999
Playwright’s Circle $1,500 – 2,499

We endeavor to provide a complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also grateful to the thousands of 
other contributors to Arena Stage, whose names space 
will not permit us to print.
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Artistic Director..............................................Molly Smith
Executive Producer....................................Edgar Dobie
Founding Director..............................Zelda Fichandler 

(1924-2016)
Founding Executive
Director......................................... Thomas C. Fichandler 

(1915-1997)

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT
Associate Artistic Director...................Teresa Sapien
Dramaturg..................................................Jocelyn Clarke
Literary Manager...........................Otis C. Ramsey-Zöe
Artistic Associate, Casting.................Joseph Pinzon
Artistic Development 
Coordinator............................................Melissa Singson
Current Commissioned Writers........The Bengsons, 

Lee Cataluna, Kia Corthron, 
Nathan Alan Davis, Emily Feldman, 

Idris Goodwin, David Henry Hwang, 
Caleen Sinnette Jennings, Kenneth Lin, 

Octavio Solis, Vera Starbard, Lauren Yee, 
Karen Zacarías, Zack Zadek

ADMINISTRATION
Chief Financial Officer/ 
Corporate Treasurer................................Joe Berardelli
Leadership Office Manager....................... Alison Irvin
Legal Counsel...............................ArentFox Schiff LLP; 

Kramer Levin Robbins Russell
Controller......................................................John Monnett
Payroll Manager.............................................Larry Bright
Staff Accountant............................................. Chris Murk
Accounting Associate...............................Mark Runion
Auditors............................ Bormel, Grice & Huyett, P.A.
Interim Director of 
Human Resources............................... Maria Lee Lewis

COMMUNICATIONS, SALES 
AND PATRON SERVICES
Chief Marketing Officer......................... Shonali Burke
Marketing Department Assistant........... Imani Pugh

CONTENT AND CREATIVE SERVICES
Associate Director, Content 
and Creative Services.......................Elizabeth Hawks
Multimedia Designer.............................Jeremy Hunter
Manager, Email and 
Digital Content......................................... Clare Lockhart

MARKETING AND MEDIA STRATEGY
Associate Director, Marketing 
and Media Strategy......................... Ryan Impagliazzo 
Senior Manger, Public Relations.....Pam Kay-Davis
Manager, Digital and Social Media..... Juliana Avery
Associate, Marketing 
and Media....................................... Anastasia St. Hilaire

BOX OFFICE STRATEGY, SALES 
AND PATRON EXPERIENCE
Associate Director, 
Box Office Strategy...............................Marsha Kangas
Managers, Box Office Strategy.........Nathan Boese, 

Jessica Comstock
Patron Services Associates................. Cole Graham, 

Zoe Hall, Jocelyn Harris, 
Caroline Hunt, Colin O'Bryan, 

Megan O'Callaghan, Chrissy Sapp
Associate Director, 
Patron Experience........................................ Isaac Evans
Groups, Events and 
Rentals Associates.....................................Aisha Noma,

Trevor Haren, Austin Sternlicht
Visitor Services Manager...................... Jody Barasch
Lead House Manager..........................Andrew Rampy
House Managers................................. Kathryn Beckley, 

Daniel Ricci

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Director of Community Engagement/ 
Senior Artistic Advisor............... Anita Maynard-Losh
Director of Education...........................Ashley Forman
School Programs Manager.......Rebecca Campana
Community Programs Manager..........Mauricio Pita
Training Programs Manager......Mari Andrea Travis

DEVELOPMENT
Director of Development....................Ryan E. Merkel
Director of Institutional Relations.......Shayla Hines
Director of Development Operations 
and Events.......................................................Maria Corso
Director of 
Strategic Philanthropy..................R. Wesley Meekins
Foundation Relations Manager.............Abigail Cady
Corporate Sponsorships Manager... Charity Harris
Leadership Giving Manager............ Hannah Church
Membership Manager.......................Rebecca Barton
Gift Planning Specialist.................................Maya Weil

THEATER STAFF
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Development Operations and 
Events Specialist...................................... Casey Radner
Membership Coordinator....................Lauren Lopaty
Strategic Philanthropy Assistant.....Kiana Livingston

GENERAL MANAGEMENT
General Manager.............................................Alicia Sells
Assistant General Manager.. Katharine Templeton
Company Managers...........................Cameron Appel, 

Maddie Newell
General and Production 
Management Coordinator...................Jenna Murphy

INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND 
OPERATIONS
Director of Information Systems 
and Operations....................................Travis Armbuster
System Administrator........................................Brian Oh
Database Manager.................................Rachel Schlaff
Help Desk Associate..........................Edward Wieland
Operations Manager..................................Paul Reagan
Facilities and 
Engineering Manager..........................Jerry Sampson
Porters..............................Tevin Smith, Lawrence Wise
Building Technicians............................... Larry Serious, 

Keaun Windear
Stage Door Attendants..........Kay Rogers, Ric Birch

PRODUCTION
Director of Production..............................Robert Hand
Production Manager.............................. Trevor A. Riley

SCENIC
Technical Director..........................................Natalie Bell
Associate Technical Director.Zachary Fullenkamp
Scene Shop Supervisor.............................Travis Smith
Charge Scenic Artist...........................................Li Qiang
Carpenters........Matthew Grisdela, Julia Junghans,

Hannah Martin, Logan McDowell
Frank Miller, Jess Rich, Erick Boscana

PROPERTIES
Properties Director..............................Jennifer Sheetz
Associate Properties Director...Lance Pennington
Assistant Properties Director........ Jonathan Borgia
Head Props Artisan........................................Niell Duval
Props Artisan..............................................Kyle Handziak
Props Assistants............................ Alessandra Shines, 

Grace Trudeau

LIGHTS
Lighting Supervisor................Christopher V. Lewton
Assistant Lighting Supervisor.............Paul Villalovoz
Electricians........................................................Brian Flory, 

Scott Folsom, Kelsey Swanson

SOUND
Sound and Video Supervisor.............Brian Burchett
Assistant Sound and 
Video Supervisor.......................................... Byron Hurst
Sound And Video 
Shop Technician.......................Timothy M. Thompson
Sound Technicians............................ Alexander Cloud,  

Andrew Moberley

COSTUMES
Costume Director......................Joseph P. Salasovich
Associate Costume Director...................Cierra Coan
Drapers......................................................Carol Ramsdell, 

Steven Simon
First Hands......................................Michele Macadaeg, 

Elizabeth “Liz” Spilsbury
Craftsperson..............................................Deborah Nash
Wardrobe Supervisors............................... Alina Gerall, 

Alice Hawfield
Costume Assistant......................Kathleen Crescenzo
Costume and 
Wardrobe Assistant..............................Adelle Gresock

STAGE MANAGEMENT
Stage Managers...................Rachael Danielle Albert,

Marne Anderson, Kurt Hall, 
Emily Ann Mellon, Leigh Robinette, 
Christi B. Spann, Hannah Sullivan, 

Hethyr (Red) Verhoef, Susan R. White

THEATER STAFF



ORDER TODAY! 202-488-3300
ARENASTAGE.ORG

WORLD-PREMIERE MUSICAL

AMERICAN PROPHET
BY FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 
MARCUS HUMMON & CHARLES RANDOLPH-WRIGHT
MUSIC & LYRICS BY MARCUS HUMMON
DIRECTED BY CHARLES RANDOLPH-WRIGHT

BEGINS JULY 15


