
Judge Thomas Cooley 
argues that people have 

“the right to be let alone”

Justice Brandeis’ dissent 
in Gilbert v. Minnesota 

argues that the First 
Amendment protects the 

privacy of the home

Federal Communications 
Act creates the FCC and 

authorizes the  
government to  

engage in wiretapping, 
with a warrant

Griswold v. Connecticut  
establishes that a right to 

privacy exists in the  
Constitution through 

“penumbras” and  
“emanations” of more 

explicit protections and 
rights

Congress restricts the 
government’s ability to 
engage in wiretapping, 

although the president is 
able to authorize them in 

the interest of  
national security

The first  
comprehensive  

privacy law in the U.S., the 
Fair Credit Reporting Act, 

limits and regulates the 
collection of and access 
to personal financial data

Supreme Court rules 
in Cox v. Cohn that the 

press’s freedom to 
publish public information  

outweighs individual  
privacy rights

Cell phone and internet 
communications are now 

protected from  
wiretapping, although 

there are still significant 
loopholes

European Union (EU) 
passes first data 
protection rule

First commercially  
available GPS phone 

released

President Bush issues a 
secret presidential order 

authorizing the NSA’s 
warrantless domestic 
surveillance program

Google Street View goes 
live; it is later revealed 
that the fleet of Street 

View cars taking photos 
simultaneously collected 
personal information from 

home wi-fi networks

U.S. v. Jones establishes 
that the use of GPS data 

requires a warrant

Edward Snowden leaks 
information about the 
NSA’s PRISM program, 

which gathered personal 
data of millions of  

Internet users

It is revealed that Cambridge 
Analytica illicitly accessed 

the Facebook data of tens of 
millions of users; this data was 
allegedly used in Ted Cruz’s 

2015 campaign, Donald Trump’s 
2016 campaign, and the Brexit 

campaign

Samuel D. Warren and 
future Supreme Court 

Justice Louis D. Brandeis 
publish their seminal  
article “The Right to  
Privacy,” inspiring  

several state courts to 
look favorably on privacy 

arguments

In Olmstead v. U.S., 
Brandeis again dissents, 

arguing that the  
Constitution’s protections 

(including the implicit 
right to privacy) should 

not be evaded by  
advancing technology

President Truman 
establishes the NSA

Katz v. United States 
extends the Fourth 

Amendment to electronic 
communication and  

establishes an  
expectation of privacy 
in certain places (such 
as one’s home, office or 

hotel room)

Stanley v. Georgia  
establishes that  

anti-obscenity laws do 
not apply within the  
privacy of one’s own 

home

The Federal Privacy Act  
governs the collection 
and use of personal 

information by the federal 
government

FISA establishes  
procedures for electronic 
and physical surveillance 

of foreign agents

Netscape invents the 
“cookie,” which allows 

users’ online activity to be 
tracked

Electronic Privacy  
Information Center 

(EPIC) raises first alarm 
over inadequate privacy 
protection and a general 
lack of privacy policies on 

popular websites

The Patriot Act gives 
sweeping surveillance 

powers to US law  
enforcement and  

intelligence agencies

Facebook opens  
membership to anybody 
over 13 with a valid email 

address

Congress expands  
FISA-authorized  

surveillance powers

Google integrates user 
data across their entire 

suite of products

The EU requires search 
engines to create a “right 

to be forgotten”  
procedure

Carpenter v. U.S.  
establishes that a warrant 

is required for the use 
of historical cellphone 

location data
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