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ARTISTICALLY SPEAKING

We are pleased to welcome back Allison Engel and Margaret 
Engel to Arena Stage with their director David Esbjornson. These 
dynamic twin sisters wrote Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly 
Ivins, their one-woman show which brought back the late political 
humorist Molly Ivins, with Kathleen Turner, and rocked the Cradle 
three years ago.

Erma was a journalist, mother and housewife who wrote over 
9,000 newspaper columns and 12 books in her lifetime, describing 
ordinary, suburban life with insightful comments like: “Motherhood is 

the second oldest profession, but unlike the first, there’s no money in it.” 

Through her commentary on motherhood, a woman’s place in the workforce, marriage, 
child rearing and political equality, Erma Bombeck reached 30 million people three 
times a week. In my home, her column often was cut out and put in a place of pride 
on the refrigerator door. Erma still has so much to tell us today, especially through her 
insights into the Equal Rights Amendment and the mayhem of motherhood.

I am delighted to debut Margaret and Allison’s play during the Women’s Voices 
Theater Festival. Arena and more than 50 of our fellow Washington, D.C. theaters 
are working together to celebrate female playwrights and new work. This festival 
has been taking D.C. by storm, and we are privileged to be part of the largest 
collaboration of theater companies producing original work by female writers in 
history. Arena Stage is one of the seven originating theaters that launched the festival 
including Ford’s Theatre, Round House Theatre, Shakespeare Theatre Company, 
Signature Theatre, Studio Theatre and Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company. 

As the Festival comes to a close, I leave you with one more piece of wisdom from 
Erma: “Seize the moment. Remember all those women on the Titanic who waved off 
the dessert cart.” 

Best,

Molly Smith, Artistic Director
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

You may be wondering why we were compelled to add a second 
production to the Women’s Voices Theater Festival.

Who could say no to Allison and Peggy?! As journalists, the Engel 
sisters have such a profound knowledge of their field, and a real gift 
for identifying other strong-voiced female journalists and columnists 
whose unvarnished opinions are worth celebrating and reinstating 
in our contemporary lives. Keen social commentary that stands the 
test of time and was born in the sweet spot of the baby boomer 
generation is worth revisiting since we seem to be wrestling with 

many of the same problems our families faced decades ago.

In the Dobie household, Erma’s words rang true. I will not quote Erma, but with your 
indulgence, I will share a Connie Dobie moment that was fueled by the confidence 
the Bombeck columns gave to my mother (of five boys), who worked full time at the 
telephone company as a long-distance operator (to remain sane). From 5-6 pm was 
what my Mom called the “arsenic hour,” before Dad returned home and she left for 
her shift at OK Telephone Company. All five boys were home from school, hungry and 
scheming. On this particular occasion, she was at the ironing board pressing a blouse 
for work while minding three boiling pots and an oven, settling a dispute between a 
five- and seven-year-old over which of the two TV channels would be watched, and 
sorting out my older brother’s medications for the night. The second oldest, I was 
rushing out the door to a rehearsal when I saw her ironing and pleaded with her to 
also do my shirt for the morning, as I was so busy and really didn’t want to get up any 
earlier than I had to the next morning. She looked at me and said, “Of course, but first 
would you pass me the broom so I can shove it up my [three-letter word that rhymes 
with “sass”] and sweep the floor at the same time?” I chose to iron my own shirt. 
However, the “pass me the broom” expression lives on in the extended family and is 
used to great effect whenever a thoughtless request is fired at a parent “at wit’s end.”

Our city-wide festival celebrates women’s voices, and Erma’s wit and wisdom earned 
the right decades ago to be heard again. We could not be prouder than we are to 
present Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End.

I hope you are enjoying the Women’s Voices Theater Festival.

All best,

Edgar Dobie, Executive Producer
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DRAMATURG’S NOTEBOOK

The Time Has Come
by Linda Lombardi, Literary Manager
 
“Equality of rights under the law shall 
not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any state on account of sex.”
 
Seems pretty simple, doesn’t it?
 
It’s been almost 100 years since women 
won the right to vote. Barrier after barrier 
has been overcome. Women run Fortune 
500 companies (and award-winning 
theaters), win soccer championships, raise 
families, report the news, even run for 
President.
 
So why is it that the Equal Rights 
Amendment still isn’t law?
 
Written in 1923 by Alice Paul, the ERA was 
introduced annually in Congress until it was 
finally passed in 1972 and sent to the states 
to be ratified as the 27th Amendment to the 
Constitution. Only 38 states were needed 
and equality would be the law of the land. 
The seven-year time limit to ratify was later 
extended. But as the deadline approached 
— and then passed — the ERA only had 35 
states on its side (just three states short of 
ratification).
 
Many were surprised when America’s #1 
housewife, Erma Bombeck, came out in 
favor of the ERA, but she was always a 
staunch supporter of equality in all forms. 
She traveled to almost every state in the 
country on behalf of ERA America — on her 
own dime. She spoke to crowds of women 
just like her, and more than a few men. 
Women called her a “voice of sanity.”
 
Today, the ERA continues to be introduced 
for passage to every session of Congress. 
The 15 states that still have not ratified the 
Equal Rights Amendment are Alabama, 
Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Utah and Virginia.

 
The Women’s Voices Theater Festival is 
celebrating women playwrights and taking 
unprecedented steps towards gender 
parity, but it is only one of the many left 
to take. According to the Institute for 
Women’s Policy Research, with the current 
gender pay gap, women will not see equal 
pay until 2059.
 
Momentum is growing once more. The ERA 
will be part of the conversation for the 2016 
presidential election. It all starts here, with 
you. And that’s no joke.

WOMEN’S VOICES THEATER 
FESTIVAL SPECIAL EVENT
Subverting Expectations: 
Women’s Work in Theater
Sunday, October 11 
after the 2:00 pm performance
 
Playwrights Karen Zacarías, Allison Engel 
and Margaret Engel discuss how women are 
seen and received in theater by audiences 
and artists, how they’re subverting those 
expectations and what’s next. Now that 
women have the world’s attention, what will 
they do with it?

REMEMBERING ERMA: MEMORIES 
FROM FRIENDS AND FAMILY
Friday, October 16 
after the 8:00 pm performance
 
For much of America, writer Erma Bombeck 
was like a part of the family. But for a few 
lucky people, she actually was family. Join 
us for a special post-show conversation with 
Erma’s children, Andy, Betsy and Matthew 
Bombeck; her long-time agent, Aaron Priest; 
and playwrights Allison Engel and Margaret 
Engel, for an intimate look at the life of a 
woman who made her own headlines.
 
POST-SHOW DISCUSSIONS
October 27 at 7:30 pm
October 29 at 8:00 pm
November 4 at 12:00 pm

CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION



New to Southwest DC

1101 4th Street SW    Washington, DC 20024    202-554-1101 
WWW.MASALAARTDC.COM

Enjoy a Half Price 
Bottle of Wine
with Masala Art’s 3-course 

prix fixe dinner before the show!

Prix fixe dinner price $35 per person. 
Not valid on dinner ordered off the regular a la carte menu.

DANIEL CONWAY
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BY 
ALLISON ENGEL AND MARGARET ENGEL

DIRECTED BY 

DAVID ESBJORNSON

Arena Stage
Molly Smith, Artistic Director  |  Edgar Dobie, Executive Producer

ERMA BOMBECK:
AT WIT’S END

PRESENTS

Special thanks to Bill, Betsy, Andy and Matt Bombeck; Norma Born, the keeper of 
Erma’s archives; and Aaron Priest, her longtime agent and friend. 

Produced with permission granted by Ron Gwiazda at Abrams Artists Agency. 
Generously sponsored by George and Duffy Ftikas. 

Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End is part of the Women’s Voices Theater Festival. 

SET DESIGNER
DANIEL CONWAY

COSTUME DESIGNER
ELIZABETH HOPE CLANCY

LIGHTING DESIGNER
ROB DENTON

SOUND DESIGNERS
ROB MILBURN AND 
MICHAEL BODEEN

WIG DESIGNER
CHARLES G. LAPOINTE

STAGE MANAGER
MARNE ANDERSON

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER
RACHAEL DANIELLE ALBERT

DRAMATURG
JOCELYN CLARKE

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 
ANITA MAYNARD-LOSH 
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TIME AND PLACE, CAST LIST, FOR THIS PRODUCTION

TIME & PLACE 
Takes place in the Bombeck home in suburban Dayton, Ohio during the present, and 
various times from 1962 - 1996.

 
CAST 
Erma Bombeck................................................................................................................BARBARA CHISHOLM*

VOICES (in alphabetical order)

Second Son Voice..........................................................................................................MAXIMILLIAN BISHOP
Daughter Voice...........................................................................................................................MAYA BRETTELL*
Bill Bombeck and Other Male Voices..............................................................................JOHN LESCAULT* 
First Son Voice...........................................................................................................................HENRY METCALF 
Biff Blanchard and Other Male Voices...................................................................MICHAEL RUSSOTTO*
Betty Friedan and Other Female Voices.......................................................................HOLLY TWYFORD*
 *Member of Actors’ Equity Association 
 
FOR THIS PRODUCTION 
Technical Director....................................................................................................................SCOTT SCHRECK 
Properties Director............................................................................................................................CHUCK FOX
Costume Director......................................................................................................JOSEPH P. SALASOVICH 
Master Electrician.................................................................................................CHRISTOPHER V. LEWTON 
Sound Director..........................................................................................................TIMOTHY M. THOMPSON 
Directing Assistant................................................................................................................MEDHA MARSTEN
Props......................................................................................................................................................... PAUL RING 
Wardrobe Supervisor.......................................................................................EMILY GRACE BLACKSTONE
Wig, Hair and Make-Up Supervisor......................................................................................... VINCENT HILL
Wardrobe Swing...................................................................................................................LASHAWN MELTON
Light Board Operator......................................................................................................JOHN ROSE-CARON 
Assistant to the Lighting Designer....................................................................................KELLY RUDOLPH 
Sound Engineer................................................................................................................GREGORY W. TOWLE

Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End runs with no intermission. 
The video and/or audio recording of this performance by any means whatsoever is strictly prohibited. 

Please turn off all electronic devices.
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CAST
BARBARA CHISHOLM (Erma 
Bombeck) is an Austin, Texas-
based actor making her Arena 
Stage debut with this 
production, her second 
collaboration with David 
Esbjornson, who directed her as 

Molly Ivins in the Austin production of Red Hot 
Patriot. Regional credits include Constance in 
Fixing King John with the internationally 
renowned Rude Mechs; Dr. Gertrude 
Ladenburger in 33 Variations with eminent 
pianist Anton Nel; Elena in the world premiere 
of Steven Dietz’s Shooting Star; Annie Wilkes in 
the North American premiere of Stephen 
King’s Misery; and multiple roles in Anne 
Bogart’s staging of The Women at San Diego 
Rep. Film/TV roles include the Oscar-
nominated Boyhood, Emmy-nominated ABC 
drama American Crime and Friday Night Lights. 
She was voted Best Actor in the Austin 
Chronicle’s Best of Austin Readers Poll three 
times and received multiple acting honors 
from the Austin Critics Table and B. Iden 
Payne Theatre Awards. 
 
MAXIMILLIAN BISHOP (Second Son Voice) is a 
straight-A, third grade student and Loa 
Angeles native who likes playing piano, 
singing, dancing, drawing, practicing judo and 
reading and writing in English and Russian. 
 
MAYA BRETTELL (Daughter Voice) appeared at 
Arena as Bielke in Fiddler on the Roof. Her 
many credits include Coming of Age (New York 
Musical Theatre Festival), Carousel, Pride and 
Prejudice, Beaches, Appropriate and Annie. 
www.mayabrettell.com 
 
JOHN LESCAULT (Bill Bombeck and Other Male 
Voices) previously appeared at Arena Stage in 
The Music Man and Our War. Other D.C. 
appearances include Shakespeare Theatre 
Company, Signature Theatre, Folger Theatre 
and Mosaic Theatre. 
 
HENRY METCALF (First Son Voice) was previously 
seen as Charlie Brown in NextStop Theatre 
Company’s A Charlie Brown Christmas, he was 
recently invited to an interactive songwriting 
workshop at the White House. 
 
MICHAEL RUSSOTTO (Biff Blanchard and Other Male 
Voices) previously appeared at Arena in Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner and The Shoplifters. A 

company member at Woolly Mammoth Theatre 
Company, he has appeared in productions 
there, and elsewhere in the D.C. area. 
 
HOLLY TWYFORD (Betty Friedan and Other Female 
Voices) was last seen at Arena Stage at in An 
American Daughter. A four-time Helen Hayes 
Award recipient, Holly has appeared in over 50 
productions with many of the area’s numerous 
theaters, and is currently in Bad Dog at Olney 
Theatre Center. 
 
 
 CREATIVE TEAM
ALLISON ENGEL (Playwright) has been a reporter 
for the Des Moines Tribune, San Jose Mercury 
and Pacific News Service, and was a Knight 
Journalism Fellow at Stanford University. She 
and her twin Margaret wrote the play Red Hot 
Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins. She also 
was a speechwriter and aide for former Iowa 
governor Tom Vilsack and lieutenant governor 
Sally Pederson. In Iowa, she was active in the 
Des Moines Playhouse, serving as president 
and head of play selection. She recently spent 
five years as Director of Communications at 
the University of Southern California before 
becoming the associate director of the Los 
Angeles Institute for the Humanities at the 
University. She received an MA in 
screenwriting from USC in 2009. She is 
married to Scott Kirkpatrick, and they have 
two children, Miles and Nora. She is a member 
of the Dramatists Guild. 
 
MARGARET ENGEL (Playwright) directs the Alicia 
Patterson Journalism Foundation and was the 
managing editor of the Newseum. She and her 
twin Allison wrote Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass 
Wit of Molly Ivins. She was a reporter for The 
Washington Post, Des Moines Register and 
Lorain Journal, and was a Nieman fellow at 
Harvard. She and Allison wrote Food Finds: 
America’s Best Local Foods and the People 
Who Produce Them and helped turn the book 
into a show for Food Network, where it ran for 
seven years. She serves on the board of 
theatreWashington/Helen Hayes Awards, The 
Nieman Foundation and chairs the Robert F. 
Kennedy Journalism Awards board. She and 
her husband, Bruce Adams, wrote three 
editions of a travel guide to America’s 
baseball parks with the help of their children, 
Emily and Hugh. She is a member of the 
Dramatists Guild. 

WHO’S WHO
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DAVID ESBJORNSON (Director) directed Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner and Molly Ivins: Red 
Hot Patriot for Arena Stage. Premieres include 
Driving Miss Daisy by Alfred Uhry (Broadway, 
London and Australia); Edward Albee’s The 
Goat, or Who is Sylvia? (Broadway); The Play 
About the Baby; Arthur Miller’s The Ride Down 
Mt. Morgan (Broadway); Resurrection Blues; the 
world premiere of Tony Kushner’s Angels in 
America: Millennium Approaches and the first 
staged presentation of Perestroika (Eureka); 
Homebody/Kabul (London); In the Blood by 
Suzan-Lori Parks (Public); Tuesdays With Morrie 
by Mitch Albom and Jeffrey Hatcher (Minetta 
Lane); Neil Simon’s Rose and Walsh; My Old 
Lady by Israel Horovitz; and Ariel Dorfman’s 
Purgatorio. Revivals include The Lady From 
Dubuque (Signature-NYC); Death of a Salesman 
(Dublin); Hamlet (Theatre For A New Audience); 
Measure for Measure and Much Ado About 
Nothing (NYSF Central Park); Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? and Summer and Smoke 
(Guthrie); The Normal Heart (Public); Mud and 
Drowning (Signature); A Few Good Men 
(London West End); Endgame, The Maids, 
Entertaining Mr. Sloane and The Entertainer 
(Classic Stage Company); and Farmyard (NY 
Theatre Workshop.) David has been the 
Artistic Director of NYC Classic Stage 
Company and Seattle Repertory Theatre and 
is currently chair of Rutgers Theatre Program. 
 
ANITA MAYNARD-LOSH (Associate Director) is in her 
12th season at Arena Stage. She directed the 
world premiere of last season’s Our War and 
has served as associate director on several 
productions at Arena Stage. Anita trained and 
taught at the American Conservatory Theater 
in San Francisco, was on the faculty at 
Webster University in St. Louis, headed the 
theater department at the University of Alaska 
Southeast and was the associate artistic 
director of Perseverance Theater in Juneau, 
Alaska. The Alaska native-inspired production 
of Macbeth that Anita conceived and directed 
was performed in English and Tlingit at the 
National Museum of the American Indian in 
Washington, D.C. Through Arena Stage’s 
devised theater program, Voices of Now, Anita 
has collaborated on creating and directing 
original plays with communities in India and 
Croatia. 
 
DANIEL CONWAY (Set Designer) returns to Arena 
Stage after designing Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike in the Fichandler Stage and 
Love in Afghanistan in the Kogod Cradle. 

Recent projects include Penn & Teller on 
Broadway and The Tempest for American 
Repertory Theater (Boston Critics Award 
nomination), South Coast Repertory (Los 
Angeles Critics Award nomination) and 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater. Other D.C. 
credits include Soon for Signature Theatre, The 
Merry Wives of Windsor for Shakespeare 
Theatre Company, Tribes for Everyman Theatre 
and Water by the Spoonful for Studio Theatre, 
where he has designed more than 25 
productions. He is the recipient of three Helen 
Hayes Awards for Outstanding Set Design. 
 
ELIZABETH HOPE CLANCY (Costume Designer)  
designed Kathleen Turner’s costume for Red 
Hot Patriot at Arena. Broadway credits include 
A Christmas Story, Passing Strange, Bobbi 
Boland, The Goat and The Ride Down Mt. 
Morgan. Some favorite projects include 
Measure for Measure (NYSF), Death of a 
Salesman (Dublin’s Gate Theatre), A Few Good 
Men (West End), The Lady from Dubuque 
(Signature), Hamlet (TFANA), Ros Indexical 
(choreographer Yvonne Rainer), Lucas Foss’ 
Griffelkin (MSM), Richard III (Intiman), Waiting 
for Godot (CSC), Finer Noble Gases 
(Rattlestick), The Cook (Intar, Seattle Rep) and 
Tony Kushner’s A Dybbuk (Public). Elizabeth 
has designed costumes for choreographer 
Sally Silvers since 1997. She teaches fashion 
history at Rutgers Mason Gross School of the 
Arts. Raised coming to Arena with her parents, 
longtime ushers Paul and Barbara, it is always 
particularly sweet to return here.  
 
ROB DENTON (Lighting Designer) is thrilled to be 
lighting his first show at Arena Stage. He has 
had the joy of designing for many years in D.C. 
with past local design credits including Simply 
Sondheim (Signature Theatre), Mary Stuart 
(Folger Theatre) and Rumpelstiltskin 
(Imagination Stage). Recent regional design 
credits include Because of Winn-Dixie 
(Delaware Theatre Company); Hairspray, 
Holiday Inn, Into the Woods, Porgy and Bess 
and Seussical (The Muny); The Winslow Boy 
and All the Way (Repertory Theatre of St. 
Louis); Hansel and Gretel and The Mikado 
(Memphis Opera); and Madame Butterfly 
(Minnesota Opera). Some of Rob’s upcoming 
designs include Die Fledermaus (New Orleans 
Opera); Jack and Phil, Giant-Slayers, Inc. 
(Imagination Stage); The Little Mermaid 
(Arkansas Repertory Theatre); and The 
Explorers Club (Delaware Theatre Company). 
www.rdentex.com 

WHO’S WHO
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ROB MILBURN AND MICHAEL BODEEN (Sound 
Designers)’s Broadway credits include music 
composition and sound for No Man’s Land, 
Waiting for Godot, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, The 
Miracle Worker, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest and The Speed of Darkness; music for My 
Thing of Love; and sound for Larry David’s Fish 
in the Dark, This Is Our Youth, Of Mice and Men, 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Superior 
Donuts, Reasons to be Pretty, A Year with Frog 
and Toad, King Hedley II, Buried Child, The 
Song of Jacob Zulu and The Grapes of Wrath. 
They have also created music and sound Off-
Broadway, at many of America’s resident 
theaters (often with Steppenwolf Theatre) and 
at several international venues. Please visit 
www.milbomusic.com.  
 
MARNE ANDERSON (Stage Manager) is excited to 
be a part of Erma Bombeck: At Wit’s End and 
the Women’s Voice Theater Festival. This is 
her first show in the Kogod Cradle. Other 
Arena Stage highlights include King Hedley II, 
Five Guys Named Moe, Mother Courage and 
Her Children, The Mountaintop, 
Metamorphoses, The Arabian Nights and Duke 
Ellington’s Sophisticated Ladies. Other D.C. 
highlights include Folger Theatre (Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead) and Woolly 
Mammoth (You for Me for You; Mr. Burns, A 
Post-Electric Play). Regional credits include 
Finger Lakes Musical Theatre Festival (The Will 
Rogers Follies, Damn Yankees). She is a 
graduate of the University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts and a proud member of 
Actors’ Equity Association. She is thankful to 
her family for all their love and support. 
 
RACHAEL DANIELLE ALBERT (Assistant Stage 
Manager) is delighted to be making her Arena 
Stage debut. Her credits include Up Here, 
Ether Dome and Peer Gynt at La Jolla 
Playhouse; Snakeskin with Malashock Dance & 
SACRA/PROFANA; Rich Girl at The Old Globe; 
and The Last Days of Judas Iscariot at Stage 
773. For Ubuntu Theater Project, her credits 
include Radicalisation of Bradley Manning, 
Grounded, Waiting for Lefty, Marguerite to 
Maya Angelou, Dance of the Holy Ghost, Fool 
for Love, Here Lies Henry, Dutchman and 
Yellowman. She received her MFA from the 
University of California, San Diego and BFA 
from the University of Michigan. Proud AEA 
member.  
 

JOCELYN CLARKE (Dramaturg) is the dramaturg 
for the American Voices New Play Institute 
at Arena Stage. He has taught dramaturgy 
at the Kennedy Center, Columbia University 
and Trinity College Dublin. He was the 
commissioning and literary manager of the 
Abbey Theatre for four years and lead theater 
critic with Sunday Tribune for nine years. He 
is an associate artist with The Civilians and 
Theater Mitu in New York. He has written six 
plays for Anne Bogart and the SITI Company 
— Bob, Alice’s Adventures Underground, 
Room, Score, Antigone and Trojan Women 
(After Euripides). The first part of his new 
collaboration Hamlet/Ur-Hamlet with Theater 
Mitu premiered in Abu Dhabi earlier this 
year, and Trial By Fire, his libretto for the new 
electronic opera by Roger Doyle about the 
philosopher Giordano Bruno, will premiere in 
Dublin in early 2016.  
 
ERMA BOMBECK (February 21, 1927 – April 
22, 1996) marked her 30th year writing 
a syndicated column for more than 700 
newspapers in 1995. Her career began in 
Dayton, Ohio, where she was born, raised 
and educated. After graduating from the 
University of Dayton with a B.A. in English, 
she worked at the Dayton Journal-Herald as 
a reporter. After five years with the women’s 
department, she retired to stay at home 
and raise three children. In 1965, the Dayton 
Journal-Herald rehired her to produce two 
columns a week. Within weeks her column on 
domesticity was put into syndication. Nine of 
Erma’s 12 books appeared on the New York 
Times Best Seller List, including the #1 best 
sellers If Life Is a Bowl of Cherries, What Am 
I Doing in the Pits?; Motherhood: The Second 
Oldest Profession and A Marriage Made in 
Heaven…or Too Tired for an Affair. In 1979, she 
was named to The World Almanac‘s list of 
“The 25 Most Influential Women in America.” 
She received the American Cancer Society’s 
1990 Medal of Honor, held sixteen honorary 
doctorates, and was appointed by President 
Carter to serve on his Advisory Committee for 
Women when it was formed in 1978. She was a 
regular on ABC’s Good Morning America for 11 
years. Erma was married to Bill Bombeck for 
46 years. They have two sons and a daughter. 
Erma died on April 22, 1996 of complications 
following a kidney transplant.

WHO’S WHO
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ARENA STAGE LEADERSHIP

MOLLY SMITH (Artistic Director) 
has served as Artistic Director 
of Arena Stage since 1998. Her 
directing credits include The 
Originalist, Fiddler on the Roof, 
Camp David, Mother Courage 
and Her Children, Oklahoma!, A 

Moon for the Misbegotten, My Fair Lady, The 
Great White Hope, The Music Man, Orpheus 
Descending, Legacy of Light, The Women 
of Brewster Place, Cabaret, An American 
Daughter, South Pacific, Agamemnon and His 
Daughters, Coyote Builds North America, All 
My Sons and How I Learned to Drive at Arena 
Stage. Her directorial work has also been 
seen at the Shaw Festival in Canada, Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre, Trinity Repertory Company, 
Tarragon Theatre in Toronto, Centaur Theatre in 
Montreal and Perseverance Theater in Juneau, 
Alaska, which she founded and ran from 1979-
1998. Molly has been a leader in new play 
development for over 30 years. She is a great 
believer in first, second and third productions 
of new work and has championed projects 
like How I Learned to Drive; Passion Play, a 
cycle and Next to Normal. She has worked 
alongside playwrights Sarah Ruhl, Paula Vogel, 
Wendy Wasserstein, Lawrence Wright, Karen 
Zacarías, John Murrell, Eric Coble, Charles 
Randolph-Wright and many others. She led 
the re-invention of Arena Stage, focusing 
on the architecture and creation of the 
Mead Center for American Theater and by 
positioning Arena Stage as a national center 
for American artists. During her time with the 
company, Arena Stage has workshopped more 
than 100 productions, produced 29 world 
premieres, staged numerous second and 
third productions and been an important part 
of nurturing seven projects that went on to 
have a life on Broadway. In 2014, Molly made 
her Broadway debut directing The Velocity of 
Autumn, following its critically acclaimed run 
at Arena Stage. She was awarded honorary 
doctorates from American University and 
Towson University.

EDGAR DOBIE (Executive 
Producer) After nearly four 
decades, Edgar continues to 
enjoy a career in public theater. 
He has served as executive 
director of Trinity Repertory 
Company in Providence, 

founding managing director of Toronto’s 
Canadian Stage Company and managing 
director at National Arts Centre in Ottawa 
and Vancouver’s New Play Centre. Based in 
New York City for six years, he was president 
of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Really Useful 
Company and the North American executive 
producer of Riverdream, as well as managing 
producer of the Tony Awards. His Broadway 
producing credits include Sunset Boulevard 
(Tony Award for Best Musical), Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Paul Simon’s 
The Capeman, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 
Boublil and Schönberg’s The Pirate Queen 
and Dolly Parton’s 9 to 5. He is a member of 
the Board of Governors of the Helen Hayes 
Awards. Edgar, his good wife Tracy and their 
daughter Greta Lee are all proud residents of 
Southwest Washington, D.C.

This theater operates under an agreement between 
the League of Resident Theatres and Actors’ 
Equity Association.

	 The actors and stage managers are 
members of Actors’ Equity Association, 
the Union of Professional Actors and 
Stage Managers in the United States.

	 The scenic, costume, lighting and sound 
designers in LORT theaters are 
represented by United Scenic Artists, 
Local USA-829 of the IATSE.

 
 
 

 
Arena Stage is a constituent of the Theatre 
Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for the American theater.
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 In-kind support

ARENA STAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2015/16
CHAIR
Beth Newburger Schwartz  
CHAIR ELECT
Judith N. Batty

PRESIDENT
David E. Shiffrin

VICE CHAIRS
Michele G. Berman
Edgar Dobie
Patti Herman
John Lynham
Raymond Sczudlo
Sheila Stampfli

TREASURER
Larry Franks

SECRETARY
Hubert M. Schlosberg 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Ronald A. Paul M.D.

GOVERNING BOARD
Andrew R. Ammerman 

Kent Amos
Joanne Barker
Linda A. Baumann
Susan Haas Bralove   
Eric Braverman
Susan Clampitt
Jeri Epstein
Richard Feinstein
Elliot Feldman
Nicholas Goad
Ellen K. Harrison
Kay Kapoor
Margot Kelly 
Daniel Korengold
B. Thomas Mansbach
David BH Martin
Joyce Moorehead
Richard A. Newman
Terry R. Peel
R. Lucia Riddle
Gene Samburg
David Bruce Smith
Molly Smith
Shawna Watley

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Jim Abdo
Ashok Bajaj
Steven R. Bralove 
John Derrick
Michael DeSantis 
Nancy M. Folger
Natwar Gandhi
Sylvia Greenberg
Fruzsina Harsanyi
Vicki J. Hicks 
Judy Lansing Kovler
Mark Levine    
Nancy Low
David O. Maxwell 
Joan P. Maxwell
Beverly Perry
Judy Lynn Prince  
Mark Shugoll  
William S. Sessions
Richard W. Snowdon
Sandra E. Taylor
Grace Terpstra
Margaret Tomlinson

Andrea Weiswasser

LIFE TRUSTEES
Norman Bernstein
Zelda Fichandler
Lee G. Rubenstein

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
Arlene and Robert Kogod

PAST PRESIDENTS 
AND CHAIRS

J. Burke Knapp
Norman Bernstein
Curtin Winsor, Jr.
Lee G. Rubenstein
Richard W. Snowdon
Denie S. Weil
Riley K. Temple
Steven R. Bralove
Wendy Farrow
James J. Rouse
John M. Derrick, Jr.
Mark Shugoll
David E. Shiffrin

THE NEXT STAGE CAMPAIGN DONORS
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many individuals, families, corporations and foundations whose support 
of the Next Stage Campaign helped us realize the construction and expanded programming of our new center, 
Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater. In recognition of their tremendous generosity and visionary 
philanthropy, Arena Stage is proud to honor Gilbert and Jaylee Mead with the naming of our new theater center 
which opened its doors to the public on October 23, 2010.

Our Donor Honor Wall represents all gifts to the Next Stage Campaign of $30,000 or more. A full listing of all Next 
Stage Campaign contributors of $1,000 or more can be found at www.arenastage.org/donate/next-stage-campaign. 
For more information about future naming opportunities, please contact Kristen Mitchell at 202-600-4026 or 
kmitchell@arenastage.org.

THEATRE FORWARD FUNDERS (CONTRIBUTORS AS OF AUGUST 2015)

Theatre Forward advances the American theatre and its communities by providing 
funding and other resources to the country’s leading nonprofit theatres. Theatre Forward and our theatres are most 
grateful to the following funders for earmarking their contributions to our educating through theatre programs: 

$100,000 OR MORE
AOL

The Hearst Foundations

$50,000 OR MORE
Schloss Family Foundation
Wells Fargo

$25,000 OR MORE
Buford Alexander and Pamela Farr
Steven and Joy Bunson 
James S. and Lynne Turley

$10,000 OR MORE
Dorfman & Kaish Family Foundation
Alan and Jennifer Freedman
Jonathan Maurer and Gretchen Shugart
National Endowment for the Arts 
Lisa Orberg 
 

Frank & Bonnie Orlowski
RBC Wealth Management 
George S. Smith, Jr.
Southwest Airlines 
TD Charitable Foundation

$2,500 OR MORE
Paula Dominick 
John R. Dutt 
Christ and Anastasia Economos 
Bruce R. and Tracey Ewing 
Jessica Farr 
Mason and Kim Granger 
Colleen and Philip Hempleman 
Howard and Janet Kagan 
Joseph F. Kirk 
Susan and John Major Dono 
   Advised Fund at the Rancho 
   Santa Fe Foundation 

John R. Mathena 
Daniel A. Simkowitz 
John Thomopoulos 
Isabelle Winkles 

$1,000 OR MORE
Leslie Chao
Steven and Donna Gartner
Ruth E. Gitlin
Karen A. & Kevin W. Kennedy Foundation
Adrian Liddard
Robin and Bob Paulson 

Charitable Fund
Mark Rosenblatt
Stephanie Scott
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OVATION CIRCLE
Anonymous 
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Lola C. Reinsch 

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
Dr. and Mrs.* Clement C. Alpert
Andrew R. Ammerman
Joanne Barker
Diane and Norman Bernstein
John and Linda Derrick
Beth Newburger Schwartz
David Bruce Smith

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE
Susan and Steven Bralove
Karen and Edward Burka and the   	
  Harry & Fay Burka Foundation
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Sylvia Kay Greenberg
Margot Kelly
B. Thomas Mansbach
Joan and David Maxwell
Hubert (Hank) and 
  Charlotte Schlosberg
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Snowdon 
 
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous
Kent and Carmen Amos
Judith N. Batty
Linda A. Baumann
Michele and Allan Berman
Eric Braverman and Neil Brown
Susan Clampitt and 
  Jeremy Waletzky
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Pam and Richard Feinstein 
Drs. Elliot J. Feldman and 
  Lily Gardner Feldman
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
George and Duffy Ftikas
Henock Gebreamlak and 
  Nicholas Goad
Ellen K. Harrison
Patti and Mitchell Herman
Kay Kapoor
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Korengold
John W. Layman
John and Lenora Lynham
David and Martha Martin
Thomas and Joyce Moorehead
Richard and Janice Newman
Toni and Ronald Paul
Ann and Terry R. Peel
Lucia Riddle
Toni A. Ritzenberg
Gene Samburg
Raymond Sczudlo and Deborah 
Sams Sczudlo
Peggy and David Shiffrin
Mark and Merrill Shugoll
Sheila Stampfli
Shawna Watley
Stephen and Andrea Weiswasser 

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Lois England
Nancy M. Folger
Vicki J. Hicks
Sheldon and Audrey Katz
Mark T. Lewellyn

The Robert and Natalie Mandel 
Family Foundation

Alan and Marsha Paller
Craig Pascal and Victor Shargai
The Philanthropic Network
Tim and Grace Terpstra
Peggy and Alec* Tomlinson

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Adler
Nancy and John Benson
Heidi and Michael Brodsky
Louis Delair, Jr.
Edgar and Tracy Dobie
Barbara and David Ehrlich
Alan Einhorn and Vicki Cooper
Virginia McGehee Friend
Amnon and Sue Golan
Mark* and Sara Goldberg
Kristy and Dennis Green
Lucia and Woolf Gross
The Kovler Foundation - Peter and 

Judy Kovler
Bill Lands and Norberta Schoene
Mark Levine and Sara Imershein
Susan and Dan Mareck
Mills Family Foundation
Hazel C. Moore
John and Veronica Morrison
Sydney M. Polakoff and 

Carolyn Goldman
Judy Lynn Prince
Franklin D. Raines and 

Denise Grant
Estate of Gruine Robinson
Helen G. Ross
Dr. and Mrs. William Rule
Vicki and Roger Sant
Susan Scanlan
The Honorable and 

Mrs. William Sessions
George L. Shields Foundation
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Sandra Taylor
Ellen and Bernard Young
Judy and Leo Zickler

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (4)
Jim Abdo
Celia and Keith Arnaud
Priscilla Aycock
Elfreda Baptist
Dr. and Mrs. C. Wrandle Barth
Christopher Bavolack and 

Martha Huelsbeck
Kyle and Alan Bell
Jim Bellas and Kip Fenton
Deborah E. Bowles
J. Alton and Cynthia Boyer
Edith K. Bralove*
Joe and Sue Bredekamp
Bonnie and Jere Broh-Kahn
Arlene Brown and Gene Bialek
Marilyn Charles and 

Reuben Simmons
Ellen and Michael Cronin
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Dennis Deloria and 

Suzanne Thouvenelle
Michael DeSantis and 

Patrick Baugh
Kathy and Jody Dreyfuss

Anita Dunn and Robert Bauer
John Edelmann and Jeff Love
Marietta Ethier
Susan and Jay Finkelstein
Rick and Carol Froehlich
The Honorable William and 

Linda Garvelink
Marilyn and Michael Glosserman
Sara and Ed Groark
Dr. Fruzsina M. Harsanyi
Lucia M. Heard
William L. Hopkins 
Lauren S. Kogod
Leslie S. Kogod
Jean and John Lange
Herb and Dianne Lerner
Caroline Lewis
Nancy and David Low
Abby Mandel
Mary and John Malcolm
Terence and Laura McAuliffe
Alan and Ruth Melvin
Judie and Fred Mopsik
Meenakshi Nandedkar
Melanie and Larry Nussdorf
Laura Peebles and 

Ellen Fingerman
Beverly Perry
Wesley Pickard and 

Jeanette Studley 
Benjamin and Judith Pratt
Robert and Nan Ratner
Talmadge and Mary E. Roberts
Margaret Ann Ross
Steven and Beverly Schacht
McAdo Shuler, Jr.
Richard and Judi Sugarman
Myles Taylor
Sharon Taylor
Laura L. Tosi

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (4) 
John R. Allen
Dean Amel
Don Anessi
Alan Asay and Mary Sturtevant
Dr. and Mrs. John Barnes
David and Ann Beightol
Roger and Nancy Brown
Ted Bean and Kathy Brown
Sander Bieber and 

Linda Rosenzweig
Judy and George Bowns, in 

memory of their sons, 
Mark and Scott

Julie Burton and Roger Hickey
Clotilda Cassidy
Judith Claire
Richard H. Cleva
Anita Difanis and Richard Krajeck
Carolyn and William Doying
Skip and Laurette Farmer
Susan D. and Howard Feibus
Lorry M. Fenner, PhD
Sallie Forman and Jonah Gitlitz
Samuel Freedman Trust
Christopher and Carol Fromboluti
Mr. and Mrs. Davis R. Gamble Jr.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg
Lynne and Bill Glikbarg
Gregg H. S. Golden
The Honorable and 

Mrs. William Greenberg
Linda Griggs and Bill Swedish

Warren Gump
Loren and Phyllis Haag
Ellie and John Hagner
The Honorable Robert and 

Susan Hale
Maureen and Brent Hanson
John Hauge
Paul and Marilyn Henderson
Sonia Herson
William and Judith Holton
John Imparato and Rita O’Brien
David Insinga and 

Robert McDonald
Joseph and Anne Jarboe
Kenneth M. and Linda Kaufman
Anne B. Keiser and 

Douglas M. Lapp
Gladys Kessler
Cal and Barbara Klausner
Sara Jo Kobacker
Leon Fund of the Community 

Foundation Serving Richmond 
and Central VA

Edward T. Lis, Jr.
David Lloyd, Realtor
Walter and Betsy Lohmann
Nancy and Dan Longo
Steve Mayer and Vera Yaa-Anna
Daniel and Karen Mayers
Tom and Ingrid 

McPherson Foundation
Sally and Bill Meadows
Nancy and Herbert Milstein
George and Nancy Miron
Dee Morris
Dale Mott and Ken Hyle
Dr. Alfred Munzer and 

Mr. Joel Wind
Frank and Linda Nutter
Ray Olson
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Osnos
Kerby L. Parker
Howard and Dorothy Pedolsky
Michael R. Pollard and 

Penelope Pollard
Jim and Rita Regino
James and Marcia Rosenheim
Trina and Lee Rubenstein
Jean Sammon
Larry and Brenda Jean Sampson
Jeff and Sarah Sandel
Eric and Patricia Sanner
Marie and Steven Schram
Theda and Sholom Shefferman
Eugene and Joan Shugoll
Thalia and Lynwood Sinnamon
Ronald Simon
Linda Smith
Steve and Danelle Springer
David Talbird and 

Darlene Jean-Pierre
Eileen and Michael Tanner
Peter and Ann Tanous
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Thackrey
Linda and Steuart Thomsen
Ralph Timmons and Janet Hill
Anne Paine and Fowler West
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Wilshere
Terry and William Witowsky
Richard and Leslie Wojciechowicz
Irene and Alan Wurtzel
Jane Yanulis
Robert and Anne Yerman
Margot and Paul Zimmerman

THE ANNUAL FUND
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many individuals, families, foundations and corporations 
who support the theater’s work by contributing to the Annual Fund. These gifts make it possible for 
the theater to continue presenting high-quality productions and innovative education programs that 
strengthen the community in which we live. 

For more information on the benefits of becoming an Annual Fund contributor, call the Development 
Department at 202-600-4177. The following are contributors as of September 10, 2015.
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STAR
Anonymous (2)
Leon and Robyn Andris
Michael Angell
Lynn J. and Lynne A. Barden
Karen Beardsley
Curtis Bell
Joe and Margaret Berardelli
Peter and Ellen Berty
Amb. Julia Chang Bloch and 

Stuart Bloch
David and Judy Bonior
David and Deborah Boyd
Ms. Sally Brice
Sharie A. Brown 
The Hon. and
  Mrs.* Mortimer M. Caplin
Susan and Dixon Butler
Dr. Myla Carpenter
Carolyn Cheney
N. Chesser and J.M. Rowe
John Chester
John and Sheila Compton 
Camille Cook
Sarah G. Epstein and 

Donald A. Collins
Dr. Nancy Falk
Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher
Robert and Carole Fontenrose
The Henry J. Fox Trust
J. H. Gaddis
The Honorable and 

Mrs. Joseph Gildenhorn
Robert L. Gorham
Catherine Gorrell
Christian Griffin
Norene and Timothy Guilford
Jennifer Hanley
Tom Hentoff and Sarah Sloan
Francis Hinton
Fred Hochberg and Thomas Healy
Cheryl R. Hodge
Judy Honig
Dr. David Humm
Thomas Jesulaitis
Annelle Johnson
The S. Kann Sons Co. Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. James Karesh
Caroline S. Klemp
Lindy Knapp
Patricia and John A. Koskinen
Simeon M. Kriesberg and 

Martha L. Kahn
Marvin and Delia Lang
Paul Lawrence
John and Trish Long
William and Ruth Lubic
David C. Frederick and 

Sophia Lynn
Virginia MacLaury
Emmy McArver
Eddie and Lynne McCormick
Drs. Jeanne-Marie and 

Nathan Miller
Franklin Moore and Erich Hosback
Patricia Haywood Moore and Dr. 

Roscoe M. Moore Jr.
Martha Newman
James and Barbara Nick
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest T. Oskin
Sonja M. Palomaki
Mr. and Mrs.* P. David Pappert
J. Michael Payne and 

Barbara Johnson
Alvin Phillips and Tia Johnson
Nathaniel Pitts
Diane and Arnold Polinger
Dr. Ralph Popp and Dr. Robin 

Mockenhaupt
Ane Powers
Lutz Alexander Prager
Florence and Louis Priebe
Jane Ellen Ramsey
J. Paul and Diane Reason
Ginny and Joe Redish
Nancy Regan
Deborah Remmers
Charles Richardson
Steven M. Rosenberg and 

Stewart C. Low III
Lori Rosenblum

Merrie Schippereit and 
Harold Yaffe

Carol Schwartz
Leslie Shapiro
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Simaitis
Kathleen and Kerry Skeen
William Randolph Smith
Lawrence and Arlene Spinelli
Dr. Earl P. Steinberg and 

Claire E. Reade
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Surovell
Jeffrey Thurston and Charlie 

Berardesco
Joanne Tornow and Neil Lehrer
True Creek
Judge and Mrs. James T. Turner
Rear Adm. and 

Mrs. Sidney Wallace
Virginia D. Weber
Joan and Mark Weiss
Richard and Susan Westin
Joan Wills
William Woodward
Deborah and David Yaffe
Jean Schiro-Zavela and 

Vance Zavela

LEAD
Anonymous (5) 
Kate Acuff and Ed Hess
Marilyn and James Altman
Eric Amick
Laura and Mason Axford
Elinor R. Bacon
Michael Baker
Paul and Jeanette Barkley
Roy V. Barnes and 

Mary A. Flanigan
David H. Batlan
Sharon Bennett
Brandy Beseau
Dennis and Shirley Bloomquist
Karen J. Bopp
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borsuk
Gary Bowden and Mark Ziomek
Jerry Bridges and Sally Turner
I. Andre Brown
Harold R. Bucholtz
Lisa Burns and Henry Chamberlain
Matthew Butcher
Blain and Peg Butner
John Cahill
Louis and Karen Carson
Jack Chiang
Anthony Ciccone and Robin Glantz
Francis and Terry Coates
Kinshasha Holman Conwill
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Dake
Floyd Davis, III
Lorraine Day
Nancy Deck and Michael Gross
Diane and Lowell Dodge 
Robert and Sue Faron
Carol Faulb
William Finglass
Heather Foley
Allan Friedman
Jim and Lorrie Fulton
Amy C. Gilbert
Jane Glickman and Charles Sacks
Karen T. Grisez
Judy and Shel Grosberg
Carol and Bill Gross
Sue and Bruce Guenther
Susan Gutchess and Helen Ingalls
Jack E. Hairston, Jr.
Jim and Carolyn Harris
Duggee Hatry
Bert Helfinstein and 

Margaret Rodenberg
Richard and Mary-Ellen Hibey
Cornell Hills
Joslyn and Steve Hills
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Linda Lurie Hirsch
Charlotte Hollister and 

Donald Clagett
Geraldine Inge
Timothy S. Jameson
Lorna J. D. Jons
Joyce Jordan

Peter and Debbie Kahn
Andrea and Joseph Kerr
Dr. Sandra D. Key
George and Denise Kimbrough 
Caroline Klam
Carl Koteff
William and Grace LaChance
Col. (Ret.) Richard and 

Alyssa Leatherman
Steven Leinwand and 

Ann Lawrence
Mary Ann Levant
Roberta Levant
Joan Lorr
Carolyn Lukensmeyer
Karen and John Mansfield
Kenneth Marks, Jr.
Marsha and Mark Mazz
Sarah and David McMeans
Allen Mead and 

Mary Evelyn Dean-Mead
Lisa Mezzetti
Josh Miller and Jerry Noble
Lisa E. Miller
Jeffrey Neal and Kevin Loeffler
Julie Neuber
Jeri and William Oakerson
C. Lynn O’Connell
Doris Parker and Michael Spatz
Antoinette Pavone
Nthakoana Peko and Don Spicer
Randy and Kathy Pherson
Margaret J. Pollack
Liz Purdy Porter
Warren and Hallie Porter
Gail Povar and Larry Bachorik
Rita Prater
Allen R. Purvis and 

Janet L. Johnson
Dr. Johnny Railey
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Reckford 
David and Susan Reichardt
Alan and Terry Rettig
Dianne Louise Rhodes
Linda Ricketts and James Teaford
Massimo and Marilou Righini
Sheila Riley and Ned Kraft
Denise A. Rollins
Herbert and Nancy Rosenthal
Robert D. and JoAnn Royer
Nuhad Ruggiero
Jack Seed
Dana Shaffer
Colonel William E. and 

Helen Q. Sherman
Carl Wayne Smith and 

Michael Burke
Lynette R.F. Smith
Sharon Steele
Drs. Steven and Sheila Taube
Barbara Toohill
Allen Unsworth
John M. Vine
Herbert W. and Elizabeth K. Ware
Roger and Diane Warin
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Warner
Carolyn Wheeler
Robert and Gwendolyn Williams
John Wingard
Jeff and Johanna Zinn

SUPPORTING ROLE
Anonymous (19)
Judith Agard
In Memory of Flossie Alers
Gloria Allen
Jean Arnold
Thomas and Sharon Atkins
Raymond D. Audet
A. Baker
Ann and Mal Barasch
Richard and Jean Barton
Carolyn and John Beck
Nan Beckley
Rita Beier Braman
Susan and Don Bennett
Gilbert R. Berglass
Robert Bernius
Thomas J. Billy
Tom Blackburn
Martha Blaxall

Dennis Bley and Leslie Bowen
Sarah Bobbin
Richard and Eleanor Bochner
Vincent and Veronica Boles
Mickey and Sally Bolmer
Barbara Bonner
Randall A. Bowman
Nancy Bradley
Steven Brady
Joyce Brayboy
Ann Breen
Dr. Lorraine Brown
Terrence J. Brown and 

Linda D. Whitlock-Brown
Hope Brown-Saxton
Marian Bruno
Candice C. Bryant
Patricia Burke
Avery Burns
Arthur Bushkin and Barbara Slavin
Donna M. Butts
Sandra and Paul Byrne
James Cafritz
Faye Campbell
Renee Carlson
Barbara Carter
Ms. Patricia Carter
Mr. and Mrs. James Carty
Ruth Carver
Nicholas and Bridget Cavarocchi
Paul and Charlotte Chandler
Wallace Chandler
Joy and Jerry Choppin
Don Christensen
Richard and Rhoda Christensen
Claudette Christian
Alice P. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Clark
Kenneth T. Cline
Nadine R. Cohodas
W. Joseph and Karen Coleman
Drs. Jack H. and Rita R. Colwell
Drs. Houston and Mary Conley
Ray and Mary Converse
Pauline Cooper
John T. Craig
Stephen T. Cramolini
Anne C Cronvich
Nelson F. Crouch
John Cuddy
John and Isabella Cummings
Beverly Cunningham
Woody Cunningham and 

Jessie Harris
Donald and Susan Davis
Martin and Belle Davis
Kathryn DeAngelis
Stanley and Ann Degler
Lisa and Tony Delity
Carolyn Dennis
Steven desJardins
Alan Diamond
Walter Doggett
Deirdre Donahue and 

James L. Dahlberg 
Edward Donahue, III
Robert P. Donaldson
Dr. Molly Donovan and 

Dr. Barry Wepman
Patricia D’Orazio
Don Douglas and Carolyne Weil
Carolyn L. Duignan
Becky and Charlie Dukes
Nancy Y. Duncan
David Dunn
Stewart and Loti Dunn
Michael and Mary Durr
James Ebbitt and Scott Derrick
Mrs. Jacqueline H. Ehrman
Ann Elliott
Brian and Sonja Elmer
Douglas Erwin and Wendy Wiswall
Tina Eskridge
Ralph and Gwendolyn Everett
Dr. Coralie Farlee
Jack and Carol Feder
Gerald and Jan Feldman
Nancy and Cary Feldman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Feldmayer
Edward and Darlene Felton
Mr. and Mrs. George Ferris Jr.
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Phil and Grace Fleming
James and Carla Flug
J. Cathy Fogel
Keith Forman
Whitney Foster
Harry Foxwell
David Frantz
Alan and Naomi Freedman
Karen L. French
Deborah Freund and Doug White
Pamela Friedman
Roberto and Marie Friedman
Bob and Martha Lee Fugate
Jean Fulton
Bob and June Gallagher
Paul Gamble
Dr. Arlyn Garcia-Perez
Louise Gary
Mike and Carrie Gillotte
Yvette B. Gilmore
Virginia Giroux-Rollow
Maggie Godbold and 

Steve Bershader
Dr. Donna M. Gollnick 
John M. Goodman
Debra and Chris Gordon
Eloise Gore and Allen Hile
Ed Gotchef
Toni and William Govier
William Grant II and 

Matthew Le Brasseur
Madi Green
Maxine Green
Marilyn Greene
Kathryn Greenspan
Grace G. Gregg
Alfred and Lynne Groff
Alan and Jackie Gropman
Robin Hacke
Robert Hall
George Hanc
The Hansan Family
Chris Harris
Kimberly Harshaw
Joan Harvey
Kathleen A. Hasse
Lucia Hatch
Laurence Hausman and 

Margaret R. Burks
Doris Hausser
Jerry Hawke
S. Ross and Susan L. Hechinger
Naomi and Jack Heller
Ruth Herman
Sally Herman
Donald E. Hesse and 

Jerrilyn Andrews
Theodore Hester and Amy Dunbar
Jefferson and Gabrielle Hill
Elsie Hillman-Gordon
M. Kiplinger Hine, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hirano
Donald and Diana Hirsch
Jessica Hirschorn and 

Henry Howard Jr.
Sallie L. Holder
Earl-Rodney Holman
Clarence G. Hoop
Harriet Hopkins
John and Claudia Hopkins
Rachelle Horowitz
Donald M. and Barbara S. Hoskins
The Honorable and 

Mrs.* Amory Houghton
Laurine Houston
John and Debra Howard
Lauren and Glen Howard
Diane Hurley
Martin and Bonnie Hurwitz
John and Ann Ingram
Mike and Carol Ireland
Lorna S. Jaffe
Sandra A. Jamula
Edward and Victoria Jaycox
Adriane C. Jemmott, Esq.
Judith J. Jeffress
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford L. Johnson
Marlene Johnson
Abby and Ronald Johnson
Will Johnston
William A. and Virgie H. Jones

Milyn Jordan
Jerome and Deena Kaplan
Paul and Masako Kaufman
Jackie Williams Kaye
Sarah Kearney
John Keator and Virginia Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. James Keightley
Gary Kemp
Mary Kimble
Carol King
Janet King
Pris and Bill Kirby
Kenneth and Carol Doran Klein
Marilyn (Mickey) Klein
Robert M. Klein
John Kramer
Eugene and Adeline Krizek
Jane Mary Kwass
Morgan H. Langston, Jr.
Eileen Lawrence
James and Mary Lee
Thelma Leenhouts and Joseph 

Macdoniels
Diane Lending and Art Thompson
Carolyn Lewis
Martin G. Lichtenstein and 

Sharon Rosendhal
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
Albert L. and Doris M. Lindquist
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Lohman
Cynthia Long
Abbe Lowell and Molly Meegan
Kenneth Lowenberg
Carol Lucke
Ron and Marilyn Lundquist
Robert and Caroline Lyke
Sasha Mabry
Edward MacAllister
Margot Machol and Mark Bisnow
Dale MacIver
Patricia Maenner
Captain Lory Manning USN (RET)
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Margolis
Phyllis and Philip Margolius
Linda Marks
Doris Anne Martin
Milan Matey
Mr. and Mrs. Hans Mayr
Susanna McBee
Susan Hall McCannell
J. Douglas McDowall
Elizabeth Ann McGrath
John and Marie McKeon
Michael McLeod
Patricia McMahon
Charles and Marilyn McMillion
Tom and Terry Melo
Lisa Mendis
Stephen Meyer
John Michel
Dr. Florence K. Miller
MaryAnn Miller
Paulette and Mack Miller
Monique Minnick
Barbara Mintz
Sandy and Charles Mitchell
Yvonne K. Moody
Kent and Dale Morrison
Helaine G. Morss
Ellen and Jim Myerberg
Cathy Nace and David Levy
Elizabeth Neblett
Norman and Susan Oblon
Deborah Okon
Judy Olmer
Catherine O’Reilley
C and J Orza
Colonel Tommy T. Osborne
Marina and David Ottaway
William and Elsie Page
Craig Palmer
Samuel Parker
Ruth Parr
Jane Passman
Wanda D. Patrick
R G Pawlik
Kevin and Sherry Pearson
Alan and Andrea Pendleton
Charles and Annette Perry
Maribeth Petrizzi
Karen and Hugh Pettigrew

Jeff Pickard and Dayle Bartholow
Dean Pilarinos
Dr. Gwendolyn W. Pla
Margaret Plank and Dave Souders
Lance and Sheila Pohl
Toby Port and Jeffrey Ahl
Pamela K. Porter and 

Terence P. Thornberry
Jacqueline Powell Bailey
Marie and Cedric Powell
Lakisha A. Price
Regan Quinn and James McCord
Edward Ramos
Alice Rand
Leslie Reed
Sandra Reed-Bryant
Allan R. Rein and Sara Sukumar
Catherine Remijan
Dr. Anthony A. Rene and 

Dr. Mary Ann Sestili
Mary E. Resnik
Mary Restifo, M.D.
Betty Revelle
Gail Ridley
Clyde Robbins
June and Marvin Rogul
Robin Anne Rojas
Bob Rose and Lauren Swartz
Gareth Rosenau
Bernard Rostker
George and Nancy Rubenson
Inta Rutins
Jane Ryan
Steven Sabat and 

Kathryn Waldman
Mr. and Mrs. John Sacchetti
Fern Flanagan Saddler
Alan and Florence Salisbury
Jo Ella Samp
Stephen and Doreen Sanborn
Albert and Anne Santorelli
Linda B. Schakel
Alexis Scheffter
Ernest Schichler and John Murray
Richard Schildt
Lisa and Mark Schneider
Eugene and Alice Schreiber
Frederick and Peri Schuyler
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schwab
James and Nancy Scott
Richard Scott
Joan H. Searby
Diane Seeger and 

Thomas Christein
Jacqueline Sellers
Sandra and David Sellers
Mark Servis
Marilyn Shapiro
Veronica Sharpe
The Honorable Mattie R. Sharpless
John Sheridan
Cary Sherman
Harlan and Beverly Sherwat
Bobbi and Larry Shulman
Vivien Silber
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Sinderson
Mike and Patti Sipple
Bernard and Mary Slosberg
Ida Fernanders Smith
Margaret Smith
Margo Smith and Gerald Levine
Pamela Brown Smith
Janet W. Solinger
Dr. Stuart Sotsky
Cecile Z. Srodes
Christian Stallsmith and
  Deborah Clapp
Ruth Sternfels
Donald R. and Dorothy T. Stone
Jane O. Storm
William and Lois Stratton
Emil and Judy Sunley
John and Linda Suter
Maurice Sykes, M. Russell and 

Associates
Bruce Tanzer
William and Susan Taylor
Elizabeth and Jerry Teles
Janice and Floyd Terry
Adele M. Thomas Charitable 

Foundation Inc.

Dennis and Rosalind Thomas
Joyce Thornhill
Barbara Tobias
Darrell Totman
Lois Trumbull
Carolyn Peoples Veiga
Susan and Jeff Vincent
Pamela Vines
Beverly Walcoff
Michael Waldman and Linda Coe
Cameron and Susan Weiffenbach
Helene Weisz and 

Richard Lieberman
Joseph and Rosemary Weller
Drs. Stephan and Ann Werner
Katharine Weymouth
Janice White
Greg and Mary Whiteman
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Whitten
Susan P. Willens
Bernetta and Kevin Williams
Lawrence Williams
Patricia Williams
Rance R. Willis
J. David Willson
Beverly and Christopher With
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Woodcock
John and Beth Wright
Beverly and Daniel Yett
Judith Yolles
Patricia N. Young
David and Julie Zalkind
Miriam Zimmerman

* Deceased
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THANK YOU - INSTITUTIONAL DONORS

OUR INSTITUTIONAL DONORS (as of September 22, 2015)

OVATION CIRCLE

Edgerton Foundation
National Capital Arts & Cultural Affairs Program/ 

U.S. Commission of Fine Arts

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE

Diane & Norman Bernstein Foundation
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
Share Fund

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

The Theodore H. Barth Foundation, Inc.
Harman Family Foundation
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
The Bernstein Companies
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield
Central Parking System
Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for the Performing Arts 
Diageo
The JBG Companies
The Meredith Foundation
Northrop Grumman Corporation
Alice Shaver Foundation
The Tower Companies & Abramson Family Foundation
United Service Organizations, Inc.
USAA Real Estate Company

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
701 Restaurant & the Knightsbridge Restaurant Group
Amtrak 
Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP
The Boston Consulting Group
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
Comcast NBCUniversal
Dimick Foundation
Exelon Corporation
Friends of Southwest DC
Graham Holdings Company
Hattie M. Strong Foundation
Holland & Knight LLP 
Mars Foundation 
Theatre Forward
Operation Homefront
Catherine B. Reynolds Foundation
Nora Roberts Foundation
Rockwell Collins
Saul Ewing, LLP
Venable Foundation

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Abdo Development
Dorothy G. Bender Foundation, Inc.
Bormel, Grice & Huyett, P.A.
The Edelmann Love Group Realtors
Edington, Peel & Associates
Grady White Boats, Inc.
The Kiplinger Foundation
Weissberg Foundation

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Fisher Dachs Associates, Inc
Sunoco, Inc.

We endeavor to provide a complete listing of all donors in 
the above categories. However, if your name is not listed, 
please contact the Development Department at 202-
600-4177. We are also grateful to the thousands of other 
contributors to Arena Stage, whose names space will not 
permit us to print. 

Legend:
Ovation Circle $100,000 and above;
Founder’s Circle $50,000-99,999;
Benefactor’s Circle $25,000-49,999;
Leadership Circle $15,000-24,999;
President’s Circle $10,000-14,999;
Producer’s Circle $5,000-9,999;
Director’s Circle $2,500-4,999;
Playwright’s Circle $1,500-2,499;
Star $1,000-1,499;
Lead $600-999;
Supporting Role $300-599.
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Artistic Director....................................................Molly Smith
Executive Producer..........................................Edgar Dobie
Founding Director.................................... Zelda Fichandler
Founding Executive Director...... Thomas C. Fichandler  

(1915-97)

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT
Director of Artistic 
Programming.................................... Robert Barry Fleming 
Artistic Associate 
and Literary Manager............................... Linda Lombardi
Artistic Associate 
and Casting Director.................................... Amelia Powell
Artistic Development Fellow...................... Nate Shelton* 
Artistic Development 
Senior Fellow...............................................Medha Marsten* 
AVNPI Dramaturg..........................................Jocelyn Clarke
Resident Playwright...........................................John Strand
Commissions Project Residents.............. Bob Banghart, 

David Henry Hwang, Jacqueline E. Lawton, 
Mary Kathryn Nagle, Lynn Nottage, 

Georgia Stitt, Cheryl L. West 
Playwrights’ Arena Playwrights.....Steven A. Butler, Jr., 

Patricia Davis, Joshua Ford, Mary Stone Hanley, 
Liz Maestri, David Mitchell Robinson 

Directing Fellow......................................Jecamiah Ybañez*  

PRODUCTION & OPERATIONS
General Manager........................................................ Ian Pool
Associate General Manager..................Marissa LaRose
Company Manager.................................... Clifford Hannon
Assistant Company Manager..........................Ellen White

General Management Assistant...............Sarah Worden 
Company Management Fellow............................. Liz Ellis* 
 
PRODUCTION
Production Manager................................... Joel M. Krause
Assistant Production Manager..........Karen O. Mayhew 

SCENIC
Technical Director..........................................Scott Schreck
Assistant Technical Director........................... Natalie Bell 

Senior Carpenter............................................... Norman Lee
Charge Scenic Artist................................................ Li Qiang
Carpenters........................................... Zachary Fullenkamp, 

Craig Hower, Sean Malarkey, 
Frank Miller, Nisha Lacy Reaves

PROPERTIES
Properties Director...............................................Chuck Fox
Assistant Properties Director........... Lance Pennington
Property Carpenter........................................Michael Ritoli
Property Assistants..............................................Niell DuVal,  

Marion Hampton Dubé, Justin Titley

LIGHTS
Master Electrician......................... Christopher V. Lewton
Electricians..........................................................Scott Folsom, 

John Rose-Caron, Paul Villalovoz 
Lighting Fellow................................................ Kelly Rudolph*

SOUND
Sound Director............................... Timothy M. Thompson
Sound Technicians.................................Adam W. Johnson, 

Lorraine Rhoden, Gregory W. Towle

COSTUMES
Costume Director.............................Joseph P. Salasovich 
Costume Shop Manager...................Emilee McVey-Lee
Drapers...............................Carol Ramsdell, Steven Simon
First Hands............................Mallory Muffley, Edwin Schiff
Master Stitcher...................................................Noel Borden
Craftsperson...................................................Deborah Nash
Wig, Hair & Makeup Supervisor..................... Vincent Hill 
Wardrobe Supervisors..............Emily Grace Blackstone, 

Alice Hawfield 
Costume Fellows.......................................Danielle Preston, 

Cierra Coan*

 
STAGE MANAGEMENT
Stage Managers...........................Rachael Danielle Albert, 

Marne Anderson, Amber Dickerson, Kurt Hall, 
Kristen Mary Harris, Martha Knight, 

Trevor A. Riley, Susan R. White

Stage Management Fellow...................... Eleanore Bolin* 
 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Director of Information Systems...........Charles Rogers
Associate Director of 
Information Systems...............................Travis Armbuster
Tessitura Application Support..................Rachel Schlaff
Help Desk Associate................................ Edward Wieland

 
FACILITIES
Facilities Manager...............................................Keith Brown
Maintenance Technicians...............Lester McDonald Jr.,  

Vincent Gregg, Jeyone Muhammad
Porter..................................................................Lawrence Wise
Stage Door Attendants............................ Ra'Chelle Carey, 

Kay Rogers, La Shelle Saunders 

THEATER STAFF
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THEATER STAFF

 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Director of  
Community Engagement................Anita Maynard-Losh
Director of Education.................................Ashley Forman
School Programs Manager..............Rebecca Campana
Partnership Manager............................. Anthony Jackson
Master Teaching Artist...............................Psalmayene 24
Community and Training 
Programs Manager...................................Fareed Mostoufi
Community Programs 
Coordinator ..........................................Matthew Reckeweg 
Community Engagement Fellow.......... Jenna Murphy* 
Education Fellow...............................................Alex Turner*

ADMINISTRATION
Chief Financial Officer..................................Joe Berardelli
Leadership Office Manager.............................Alison Irvin
Human Resources and  
Finance Associate............................................... Jay Chiang 
Management Fellows............Tara Moses*, Kate Pincus* 
 
General Counsel..............Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & 
 

BUSINESS OFFICE
Controller...........................................................John Monnett
Accounting and Payroll Manager.......... Joan A.S. Lada
Accounting Associate........................................Larry Bright
Auditors..................................Bormel, Grice & Huyett, P.A.
Bond Counsel..................................................Arent Fox LLP

DEVELOPMENT
Chief Development Officer.........................Holly K. Oliver
Director of Strategic Advancement.................Dale Mott
Senior Director of 
Individual Giving..........................................Kristen Mitchell
Associate Director of 
Development Operations................................Maria Corso
Director of Board and 
Donor Relations........................................Anne Paine West
Foundation Relations Manager..................Julia Malecki
Corporate Relations Manager....... Char Manlove-Laws 
Membership Coordinator........................ Molly Goodman

Development Coordinator............ Hannah Fried-Tanzer

Development Assistant...........................Melanie Heredia 
Development Fellow.................................Regina Burgher* 

COMMUNICATIONS
Chief Marketing Officer...............................Khady Kamara

MARKETING
Director of Marketing.................................. Neal Racioppo
Associate Director of 
Marketing and Publications.........................Anna Russell  
Marketing Manager.............................Alison Ehrenereich 

PUBLICATIONS
Graphic Designer........................................David Sunshine 
Jr. Graphic Designer...................................Jeremy Hunter
Website & New Media Manager...................... Ben Nolan
Artwork Creation.........................................Nicky Lindeman
Illustrators...............Nigel Buchanan, Charles Chaisson, 

Ed Fotheringham, Mirko Ilić, Gary Kelley, 
Joan Marcus, Bill C. Ray, Zina Saunders, 

Sam Spratt, Mark Stutzman 
Communications Fellow................... Alexandra Nowicki* 

 
 

MEDIA RELATIONS    .................................................................
Director of Media Relations................. Kirstin M. Franko
Associate Director of Media Relations........Greta Hays

EVENTS
Director of Events and Rentals..............Kathleen Kelley 
Events and Rentals Manager...............Helen P. Thomas 
Events and Rentals Coordinator..............Betsy O'Keefe

 
AUDIENCE SERVICES
Director of 
Audience Services......................Lindsey Wareing-Pisani
Group Sales Manager.....................................Alvin Ford Jr.
Group Sales Associates................................. Isaac Evans, 

Carmen Samuel 
Associate Director of 
Audience Services....................................Holly Longstreth
Managers of Sales Services......................Sabrina Clark,      

Christopher Murk
Sales Associates................Maria Benzie, Nicole Cusick, 

Mollie Goff, Sarah Hurst, 
Heather Newhouse, Colin O’Bryan, 

Kayla Peterson, Parker Solomon 
House Managers........Jody Barasch, Nichole McDavid, 

Ashley Miller, Christy Patti  
Visitor Services Assistant.....Chrystal Noelle Vaughan 

 
* Allen Lee Hughes Fellow

Jacobson; Robbins, Russell, Englert, 
Orsek, Untereiner & Sauber, LLP
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202-488-3300 
WWW.ARENASTAGE.ORGORDER TODAY!

OPENS OCTOBER 30

MUSIC, LYRICS AND BOOK BY LIONEL BART
DIRECTED BY MOLLY SMITH
CHOREOGRAPHY BY PARKER ESSE
MUSICAL DIRECTION BY PAUL SPORTELLI
Licensed by arrangement with Oliver Productions, Ltd. and Oliver Promotions, Ltd.
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