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ARENA STAGE PRESENTS WORLD PREMIERE OF
DOUBLE EDGE THEATRE’S THE GRAND PARADE (OF THE 20TH CENTURY)
FEBRUARY 6-10, 2013

***Double Edge Theatre partners with local ensembles and universities
to offer workshops surrounding D.C. production***

(Washington, D.C.) Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater will present the world premiere
of Double Edge Theatre’s The Grand Parade (of the 20th Century), which takes audiences on an evocative
journey through the 20th century by fusing music, dance and flying. Following workshop performances in
Baltimore and Chicago previews, Double Edge, hailed by American Theatre as an “unpredictable and
imaginative” theater troupe, officially launches the international tour of The Grand Parade in Washington, D.C.
before taking the production to the Golden Mask Festival in Moscow. Inspired by Marc Chagall’s paintings,
this movement-based new work runs February 6-10, 2013 in the Arlene and Robert Kogod Cradle.

The Grand Parade is directed and designed by Double Edge Founder and Artistic Director Stacy Klein in
collaboration with Double Edge members Carlos Uriona, Matthew Glassman, Adam Bright, Hayley Brown,
Jeremy Louise Eaton and Milena Dabova.

“The Grand Parade is a highly visual and unusual, company-built piece that serves as a reminder of the
wonderful work collective ensembles do,” shares Arena Stage Artistic Director Molly Smith. “The company
members live and work on a farm in western Massachusetts, and it’s a pleasure to bring their work to D.C. to
literally take flight in the Kogod Cradle.”

“The Grand Parade has been a truly collaborative experience, from its co-creation by Double Edge’s
international ensemble to the inspiring partnership with Russian composer Alexander Bakshi, to the host of
designers, dramaturgs and production associates from Ashfield and around the country, who have come
together to envision their picture of 20th century history,” adds Klein. “With Chagall as our muse, we dared
our way through the century's chaos, trying to write (or imagine) a better future and find our own thousand
ways to fly.”

She continues, “Molly invited us to visit Arena Stage in the fall of 2010 and we saw the Kogod Cradle. Since
then, | have been dreaming of performing in this space. The dark wood walls, the shape and the high ceilings
were so inviting for our performers to explode in flight. When we mutually agreed to premiere The Grand
Parade here, we taped the dimensions of the Kogod Cradle on the walls of our space, since the Cradle is
much deeper than our own place. So in a sense, with the opening, this performance is finally home, in the
place it was created for.”
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To share their ensemble-based approach to devised work with the local community, Double Edge is
partnering with local theater ensembles and universities to provide workshops focused on physical
improvisation leading up to their run at Arena Stage. Double Edge kicked off this series of training sessions
by working with members of two of Arena Stage’s Community Engagement programs—Voices of Now Mentor
Ensemble, a yearlong drama program for students focused on devising and performing theater based on
their own writing, and The Actors Arena, a forum for experienced local professional actors to hone and
develop their skills. Three additional workshops are scheduled for January that will include ensemble
members from dog & pony dc and students from Georgetown University, along with other local artists and
students.

About The Grand Parade: The Grand Parade depicts major events of the 20th century in a theatrical style
inspired by Chagall’s kaleidoscopic vision of humanity at play, at war and at rest. Trapeze, circus, dance,
projections and popular culture fill the height and breadth of the stage as history is recounted with iconic
images from film, television and photography. Time shrinks and expands as the 20th century unfolds in a
dream-like rush of juxtapositions that include the ecstasy of landing on the moon, the frenzy of war, the
skilled escapes of Houdini, the atomic bomb, Kennedy's assassination and Hitler's brutalization of Europe.

Stacy Klein (Director/Designer) is the founder and artistic director of Double Edge, which has entered its
30th year as one of the foremost laboratory, ensemble theaters in the U.S. After 12 years in Boston, she
moved Double Edge to rural Ashfield, MA in 1994 and led the creation of the Farm Center. The Grand Parade
is the 16th Double Edge performance she has directed, and it begins a new stage in her work. She was
mentored from the 1970s until the present by Rena Mirecka, lead actress of the Teatr Laboratorium, and
holds a Ph.D. in Theater History and Criticism.

The Cast of The Grand Parade (in alphabetical order)

Adam Bright is an actor, technical director and core member originally from London, England. He studied
theater at Hull University and worked with the Stephen Joseph Theatre in Scarborough, England under the
guidance of Sir Alan Ayckbourn. While studying acting with the National Youth Theatre UK, he became
interested in ensemble-based new work, and this led him to Double Edge. Adam has been with Double Edge
since 2005 and has performed in three company performances.

Hayley Brown has been working with Double Edge since 2003, creating roles in both company and summer
spectacle performances. She manages the theater's food co-op and vegetable garden. Hayley completed the
Intensive Program at the New England Center for Circus Arts, with a focus on aerial fabric and duo trapeze.
She is a native of Western Massachusetts.

Milena Dabova was born and raised in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, where she trained in rhythmic gymnastics, aikido
and dance. She has lived in the U.S. since 2002 and holds a BA in Theater & Dance and Psychology from
Amherst College. Milena joined the Double Edge ensemble in 2010 and has performed in four of the
company's summer spectacles and two second stage productions. She is now a core member of the theater
and is the company’s marketing and technology associate.

Jeremy Louise Eaton has been with Double Edge for eight years and is a core member and student program

associate. She is also one of the leaders of Double Edge's training programs. Jeremy has lived in Laos,
California, Pakistan, Maryland, Wisconsin, North Carolina and Massachusetts.

Matthew Glassman is a lead actor and executive director of the Farm Center who has worked with the
company since 2000. He has created the roles of Sancho Panza and Bruno Schulz, among others. He serves
on the board of the Network of Ensemble Theatres, co-leads the National Rural Arts & Culture Working Group
and has served as a grant panelist for the National Endowment for the Arts. He has a son, Nicolas.
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Carlos Uriona is an actor and puppeteer from Argentina and has been a core member of Double Edge since
1996. He is the ensemble leader, actors’ coach and trainer. He created the roles of Don Quixote in the
UnPOSSESSED (2003-2010) and Odysseus in The Odyssey (2011-12). He was also a founder of Grupo de Teatro
Diablomundo in Buenos Aires (1985-1996).

Rounding out the cast are Double Edge Co-Founder Carroll Durand and Resident Artist Kieran Smyth, along
with musicians Brian Fairley, John Peitso, Walken Schweigert and Amanda Miller. Chorus members from
Georgetown University include Emma Clark, Vivian Cook and Allie Villarreal.

The Grand Parade creative team also features Composer Alexander Bakshi, Sound & Projection Designer
Brian Fairley, Wood Designer Jeff Bird, Costumiere Amanda Miller, Lighting Designer Lucrecia Briceno, Vocal
and Music Director Lyudmila Bakshi, Mask Designer Beckie Kravetz, Puppet Designers Carroll Durand and
Sarah Cormier and Dramaturg Morgan Jenness.

Full company bios and images available upon request. Please e-mail press@arenastage.org.

The Grand Parade was selected as one of seven new projects to receive funding from the New England
Foundation for the Arts' National Theater Project, with lead funding from The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation. The Grand Parade is also funded in part by The Bilateral Presidential Commission: American
Seasons in Russia, Mid-Atlantic Arts Foundation’s USArtists International and the National Endowment for
the Arts.

The Grand Parade Special Events, Ticket Information and Performance Calendar

Chagall as Theater Muse at The Phillips Collection—January 31 at 6:00 p.m.

The Phillips Collection partners with Arena Stage to explore The Grand Parade. Director Stacy Klein and
members of the company discuss how their deep study of Chagall informs this wordless, music-infused
spectacle as they demonstrate through video, costumes and props some of the artistry that will be
showcased on stage. This event is $20 (or $8 for Phillips Collection members) and will take place at The
Phillips Collection, located at 1600 21st Street, NW. For more information and to reserve tickets, visit
phillipscollection.org/events. Marc Chagall’'s The Dream (1939) is currently on display in conjunction with
Arena Stage’s production, and visitors can hear a spotlight talk about the Phillips’s painting every Thursday at
noon in January.

Panel discussion: Imagining the 20th Century—February 9 following the 2:00 p.m. matinee

How does collective memory of key events shape our understanding of history? In what ways can the
construction of history be considered an act of the imagination? Join Carol Martin (Professor of Drama at
New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts), Stacy Klein (Double Edge Theatre Founder and Artistic
Director) and Amrita Ramanan (Arena Stage Artistic Associate/Literary Manager) in a discussion on imagining
the 20th century following the 2:00 p.m. matinee of The Grand Parade on Saturday, February 9. This event is
free, open to the public and will take place in the Arlene and Robert Kogod Cradle.

TICKETS: Tickets for The Grand Parade are $40, subject to change and based on availability, plus applicable
fees. For information on savings programs such as student discounts, Pay-Your-Age tickets, HOTTIX and
Hero’s Discounts, visit arenastage.org/shows-tickets/single-tickets/savings-programs. Tickets may be
purchased online at arenastage.org, by phone at 202-488-3300 or at the Sales Office at 1101 Sixth St., SW,
D.C.
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Sales Office/Subscriptions 202-488-3300
Group Sales Hotline for 10+ Tickets 202-488-4380
TTY for deaf patrons 202-484-0247
Info for patrons with disabilities 202-488-3300

Wednesday, 2/6 at noon & 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, 2/7 at 8:00 p.m.

Friday, 2/8 at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, 2/9 at 2:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, 2/10 at 2:00 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.

Full calendar: tickets.arenastage.org/single/psDetail.aspx?psn=14324

METRO: Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater is only one block from the Waterfront-SEU

Metro station (Green Line). When exiting the station, walk west on M Street toward Sixth Street, and the main
entrance to the Mead Center is on the right.

PARKING: Parking is available in Arena Stage’s on-site garage. Subscribers may purchase parking in advance
for $16. Single ticket buyers may purchase parking in advance for $18 or on the day of the performance for
$20 on a first-come, first-served basis. Limited handicapped parking is available by reservation. Advanced
parking must be reserved by calling 202-488-3300. The entrance to the Mead Center garage is on Maine
Avenue between Sixth and Seventh streets, and the garage closes one hour after the day’s last performance
ends. Patrons can also park at the Public Parking Garage at 1101 Fourth Street, one block from the Mead
Center, for $11. Street parking is also available along Maine Avenue and Water Street.

VALET PARKING: Arena Stage offers valet service at no additional cost to patrons with accessibility needs
who call 202-488-3300 in advance to request valet parking. On days when valet parking is being used for
accessibility, it is also available to general patrons one hour prior to show time for $25, based on availability.
To use valet parking, pull up to the main entrance on Sixth Street.

Arena Stage at the Mead Center for American Theater is a national center dedicated to the production,
presentation, development and study of American theater. Under the leadership of Artistic Director Molly Smith
and Executive Director Edgar Dobie, Arena Stage is the largest company in the country dedicated to American
plays and playwrights. Arena Stage produces huge plays of all that is passionate, exuberant, profound, deep
and dangerous in the American spirit, and presents diverse and ground-breaking work from some of the best
artists around the country. Arena Stage is committed to commissioning and developing new plays through the
American Voices New Play Institute. Now in its seventh decade, Arena Stage serves a diverse annual audience of
more than 300,000. arenastage.org

Double Edge Theatre’s mission is to create a “living culture” by developing the highest quality of original theater
performance, and by cultivating at its home in Ashfield, Massachusetts—the Farm—a permanent center of
performance, training, research and cultural exchange. The goal is to elevate the creation and understanding of
artistic expression and cultural mutuality between artists and communities. The Farm, a 105-acre former dairy
farm, today hosts artists, students and community exchange through the practice of living culture. For more
information on Double Edge Theatre, visit doubleedgetheatre.org.

Follow Arena Stage on Twitter @arenastage or twitter.com/arenastage and mention The Grand Parade with
#GrandParade. Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/arenastage.
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