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“A heartfelt and original 
chamber musical.”

— The Wrap

“A show that needs to 
be experienced: a blend 
of incredible movement, 

rhythms and singing.”
— DC Theatre Scene

NEXT AT 
ARENA STAGE
UNKNOWN SOLDIER
BOOK BY DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
MUSIC BY MICHAEL FRIEDMAN
LYRICS BY MICHAEL FRIEDMAN 
AND DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
DIRECTED BY TRIP CULLMAN
BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH HUNTER ARNOLD
MARCH 29 — MAY 5

THE MIGRATION:
REFLECTIONS ON JACOB LAWRENCE
BY STEP AFRIKA!
JUNE 6 — JULY 14

Unknown Soldier illustration by Loveis Wise. 

The Migration photo by William Perrigen.
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Arena Stage is built on the land of the Piscataway people of the 
Algonquin-speaking tribes, as well as the lands of the Native American 

people of the greater Anacostia, Potomac, and Tidewater regions.

ARTISTICALLY SPEAKING
It is incredibly rare to read a play that not only invokes both 

historical and contemporary reflections on education and 
its role in the enduring struggle for equality but places 
those issues squarely in our city. Just a few miles north 
of our beloved Arena Stage lives the historic M Street 
School, the setting of Kia Corthron’s soaring and searing 
Power Play which brings the legacy of Anna Julia Cooper 

to brilliant life on the Fichandler stage. I feel profoundly 
fortunate to welcome you to Tempestuous Elements.

Growing up in Houston, TX, we were all encouraged to read, 
understand and debate the particular philosophical differences 

between W.E.B. Du Bois and Booker T. Washington. In fact, indelible in my brain 
are the reverberations of the sing-song verse of Dudley Randall’s poem, “Booker T. 
and W.E.B.,” that I memorized as a child:

“It seems to me,” said Booker T., 
“It shows a mighty lot of cheek
To study chemistry and Greek 
When Mister Charlie needs a hand 
To hoe the cotton on his land,
And when Miss Ann looks for a cook, 
Why stick your nose inside a book?”

“I don’t agree,” said W.E.B.,
“If I should have the drive to seek 
Knowledge of chemistry or Greek, 
I’ll do it. Charles and Miss can look 
Another place for hand or cook. 
Some men rejoice in skill of hand, 
And some in cultivating land,
But there are others who maintain 
The right to cultivate the brain.

Anna Julia Cooper, a teacher at the M Street School, believed in the profound 
intellectual potential of her M Street students. Their fulfillment of that potential, 
however, as they outperformed their white peers, set off a domino effect of 
scandalous accusations and virulent attempts to undermine her intellectual 
legitimacy, which leave us, sixty years after her passing, to consider: what are 
the costs for Black women who dare to challenge the patriarchal and oppressive 
structures that uphold the status quo?

Tempestuous Elements allows us to examine the function and impact of these 
structures through the prismatic history of our very own city. Each of us, no matter 
our background, can certainly comprehend what it means to feel constrained by 
narrow perceptions of others. Even in 2024, against the backdrop of Dr. Claudine 
Gay’s resignation from her appointment at Harvard University, we can trace the 
cracks from the cumulative pressure on the glass ceiling that spiders outwards as 
women, people of color, and intellectual pioneers continue to chafe against the 
status quo.

Hana S. Sharif 
Artistic Director

ARENA STAGE MISSION
Arena Stage is the voice of 
American theater resident in 
our nation’s capital. Focused on 
American artists, our productions 
are innovative and representative 
of stories from across the country. 
We nurture new plays and 
reimagine classics. We celebrate 
our democracy and diversity 
through a multitude of voices in 
our productions and community 
engagement programs to inspire 
people to action. We produce 
all that is passionate, exuberant, 
profound, entertaining, deep and 
dangerous in the American spirit.

Photo by Nic Lehoux courtesy of Bing Thom Architects.
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Proudly Shaping 
the Local Landscape

Arena Stage 
Washington, DC

Does it seem ridiculous to say that Washington, D.C., has a 
rich history? Yes, it does, and yet it’s very interesting to 

note which histories are deep in our collective knowledge 
and which are not. Anna Julia Cooper was such an 
immense contributor to American life that her words are 
quoted on our most important possession, passports, 
and yet her name is not as well known in the general 
sphere. Tempestuous Elements by Kia Corthron is about 

to change all that.

Anna Julia Cooper is also a local hero. Arguably, local heroes 
for Washington, D.C., are often national heroes as well, because 

of our unique responsibility housing our federal government. Through a host of 
rich programming, including the Power Plays commissioning initiative (of which 
Tempestuous Elements is a part), Arena proudly tells stories of American heroes 
(local and national), lesser-known contributors, and fictional Washingtonians. 
These legacies share valuable lessons, and also educate, entertain, and excite.

There have been presidents on our stages in plays such as Camp David (Carter), 
All the Way and The Great Society (both LBJ), Sovereignty (Jackson), JQA, and 
Change Agent (JFK). Of course, not all portrayals must be complimentary.

There have been unsung heroes and controversial figures close to presidents in 
plays such as Eleanor: Her Secret Journey (Eleanor Roosevelt), Mary T. & Lizzy K 
(Mary Todd Lincoln and Elizabeth Keckley), The Originalist (Justice Antonin Scalia), 
and American Prophet (Frederick Douglass).

Stories set in Washington have strong resonance for our community, with our 
audiences imagining fictional versions of themselves on stage in plays such as 
An American Daughter, Born Yesterday, The City of Conversation, Intelligence, and, 
earlier this season, POTUS.

Homegrown talents like the great musician Duke Ellington shine in productions 
like Sophisticated Ladies, and we have set our Washington travails to music several 
times, such as with Damn Yankees and Dave.

Those titles are merely a few examples of stories that resonate and illuminate our 
American heritage. Illuminating the essential work of Anna Julia Cooper, the impact 
of the M Street School, and the importance of education are critical in 2024. All 
times have their trials, although we seem to have survived a pandemic into an 
angry time with stubborn divisiveness. There are lessons to be learned from the 
past. I hope today’s story told with grace, humility, and eagerness for conversation 
lands with you all in a hopeful way as we look to America’s future.

 
Edgar Dobie 
Executive Producer 
President of the Corporation

FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
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DRAMATURGY NOTE
about her specific positionality as a Black woman subjected to both racism and 
misogyny. Over one hundred years before black feminist writer Moya Bailey coined 
the term “misogynoir” to describe the intersection of these two oppressions, 
Cooper’s work was steeped in the very idea. 

While, as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. suggests, “the arc of the moral universe is 
long, but it bends toward justice,” it can sometimes feel like we are standing still 
or at least, in some ways, pushing a heavy stone up a steep hill. Cooper was not 
the first and a cursory glance at recent events confirms that she will not be the 
last Black woman to be attacked and vilified by those wishing to curtail progress. 
In 2021, Nikole Hannah-Jones was refused tenure at University of North Carolina in 
the wake of concerted action against her appointment. While UNC eventually flip-
flopped on their position and offered Hannah-Jones a tenure post, she refused it, 
and instead joined the faculty of Howard University. When we gathered on January 
17th for first rehearsal, only two weeks had lapsed since Claudine Gay resigned 
her post as president of Harvard University. In a New York Times guest essay, 
Gay reflects, “It is not lost on me that I make an ideal canvas for projecting every 
anxiety about the generational and demographic changes unfolding on American 
campuses: a Black woman selected to lead a storied institution. Someone who 
views diversity as a source of institutional strength and dynamism.” If, as the 
Founding Fathers suggested, the health of our democracy depends upon the 
health of our educational institutions, how is our democracy fairing when what 
happened to Anna Julia Cooper keeps on happening and happening. 

M ST SCHOOL CONTROVERSY 
by Vanessa Dalpiaz, Artistic Development Fellow 

Anna Julia Cooper’s time as principal of M Street was marked by controversy 
stemming from the wider national conversations occurring over what sort of 
education should be available to Black Americans. Cooper aligned with most 
Black intellectuals in believing that liberal arts college prep education should be 
emphasized. However, she faced opposition from the growing influence of the 
Hampton-Tuskegee Idea, popular with white southerners. This idea was embraced 
by Percy Hughes, Cooper’s white supervisor. Further, cultural attitudes in D.C. 
at the time made it difficult for any woman to hold on to positions of power. In a 
letter, former student Annette Eaton said, 

“�As the Negro population of Washington was concerned, we were still a small 
southern community where a woman’s place was in the home. The idea 
of a woman principal of a high school must account in some part for any 
reaction Dr. Cooper felt against her… It was O.K. for women to be elementary 
school teachers and principals, but they were not supposed to aspire to any 
higher rank. Second, she had been married, and married women were not 
wanted, or even for a time allowed, to teach. She got away with it because 
she was a widow… The third factor is that she rented out a room in her 
house to a man…named John Love, and the whole city of Washington was 
rife with the gossip that she was having an affair with him.”

WHAT HAPPENED AT M STREET IS BIGGER THAN ANNA JULIA COOPER
by Otis Ramsey-Zöe, Dramaturg

To sow the wind is to reap the whirlwind.
— Anna Julia Cooper, “The Ethics of the Negro Question”

Having now seen how quickly the truth can become a casualty amid 
controversy, I’d urge a broader caution: At tense moments, every one of us 
must be more skeptical than ever of the loudest and most extreme voices 
in our culture, however well organized or well connected they might be. Too 
often they are pursuing self-serving agendas that should be met with more 
questions and less credulity.
— Claudine Gay, “What Just Happened at Harvard Is Bigger Than Me” 

Public schools were established for public good to strengthen the American 
citizenry. According to “History and Evolution of Public Education in the US,” a 
report written by Nancy Kober for the Center on Education Policy at the George 
Washington University, “The Founding Fathers maintained that the success of the 
fragile American democracy would depend on the competency of its citizens. 
They believed strongly that preserving democracy would require an educated 
population that could understand political and social issues and would participate 
in civic life, vote wisely, protect their rights and freedoms, and resist tyrants and 
demagogues.” Different forms of public education systems sprang up by the late 
1780s. However, schools for Black Americans were not established until after the 
ratification of Reconstruction Amendments (1865-1970), which granted citizenship 
to Black Americans. 

In 1870, Congress established the Preparatory High School for Negro Youth in DC. 
In 1891, the school was relocated and became popularly known as the M Street 
High School. The school gained a reputation for churning out women and men 
of excellence who went on to attend elite colleges and universities and rose to 
prominence in many professional fields including business, dentistry, education, 
law, medicine, the military, music, and teaching. Illustrious educator, scholar, and 
activist, Anna Julia Cooper because principal at M Street on January 2, 1902. 
Cooper’s book A Voice from the South by a Black Woman of the South (1982) is 
considered one of the first published articulations of black feminism and earned 
her the honorific “the mother of black feminism.” 

Inspired by real events, Tempestuous Elements dramatizes events that occurred 
during Cooper’s tenure as principal. The play is best viewed with awareness 
that events represented therein occurred after Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) upheld 
racial segregation in public accommodations, including schools and before 
Brown v. Board of Education (1954) would rule segregations in public schools 
unconstitutional. The Plessy ruling illustrates a post-Emancipation struggle against 
limits of citizenship for Black Americans and a larger discourse around the 
possibilities of social equality between Blacks and whites. As a woman, Cooper 
was additionally subject to gender-based biases, and she wrote and spoke 
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BY MARY ZIMMERMAN
DIRECTED BY PSALMAYENE 24

MAY 7–JUNE 16, 2024
THE STORIES OF MYTHIC CHARACTERS  
TOLD IN A CONTEMPORARY SETTING

ART | DANCE | THEATER | MUSIC | WRITING | FILM | AND MORE!

ON THE CAMPUS OF 
GEORGETOWN 

VISITATION 
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MULTI-ARTS DAY CAMP
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BY KIA CORTHRON
DIRECTED BY PSALMAYENE 24

HAIR AND WIG DESIGNER 
LASHAWN MELTON

DIALECT AND VOCAL COACH  
LISA NATHANS

TEXT DIRECTOR 
ANITA MAYNARD-LOSH

DRAMATURG 
OTIS RAMSEY-ZÖE

CASTING DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH PINZON

STAGE MANAGER 
CHRISTI B. SPANN*

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER 
JALON PAYTON*

ARENA STAGE
HANA S. SHARIF, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  |  EDGAR DOBIE, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

PRESENTS

LIGHTING DESIGNER 
WILLIAM K. D'EUGENIO

ORIGINAL MUSIC AND SOUND DESIGN 
LINDSAY JONES

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR AND 
CHOREOGRAPHY BY 

TONY THOMAS

SET DESIGNER 
TONY CISEK

COSTUME DESIGNER 
LEVONNE LINDSAY

Arena Stage thanks Tiffeny Sanchez and Reg Brown for their generous sponsorship of 
Tempestuous Elements and their tremendous support of Black storytelling in DC.

Tempestuous Elements is also made possible through generous funding from  
with additional support from Susan and Steve Bralove, Dr. Donald Wallace Jones, 

Dr. Betty Jean Tolbert Jones, and Tracey Tolbert Jones, , and The Drs. Elliot and 
Lily Gardner Feldman Endowment for New Plays at Arena Stage.

This project is supported in part by the .
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CAST (in alphabetical order)

Abigail/Lottie.......................................................................................KELLY RENEE ARMSTRONG *
Mr. Turner/Francis/Atwood/Charles.........................................................................JOEL ASHUR *
Hiram/W.E.B. Du Bois/Rep. White.................................................................................RO BODDIE *
Male Understudy...........................................................................................................PETER BOYER *
Ernestine/Lula/Mrs. Cook/Alumni Association President.................... RENEA S. BROWN *
Anna...................................................................................................................................GINA DANIELS *
Male Understudy.....................................................................................JONATHAN DEL PALMER *
Lucretia/Annie.......................................................................................................BRITTNEY DUBOSE
Minerva/Miss Patterson............................................................................ YETUNDE FELIX-UKWU *
Ruth/Ivy/Josephine/Principals’ Association Representative........................ JASMINE JOY *
Hannah/Mary/Nellie......................................................................................................LOLITA MARIE *
Hughes.......................................................................................................................... PAUL MORELLA *
Female Understudy.................................................................................................MONIQUE PAIGE *
Lawrence/Silas/John/Dr. Purvis/Dance Captain.................................. KEVIN E. THORNE II *
Female Understudy...........................................................................RENEE ELIZABETH WILSON

*Members of Actors' Equity Association

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
Please turn off all electronic devices, unless using specifically for 

GalaPro closed captioning service.

SETTING / CAST
SETTING
1905-1906, Washington, D.C.

FOR THIS PRODUCTION
Associate Hair and Wig Designer .........................................................................DAPHNE EPPS
Assistant Set Designer.........................................................................................GISELA ESTRADA
Piano Consultant..........................................................................................MARIKA COUNTOURIS
Violin Consultant............................................................................................................MEGAN YANIK
Lighting Assistant..................................................................................................... INDIGO GARCIA
Directing Assistant..............................................................................................VANESSA DALPIAZ
Production Assistant.................................................................................................CAT MORESCHI
Script Production Assistant..............................................................................GRACE O. GYAMFI 
Stage Supervisor.................................................................................................... HANNAH MARTIN
Props...................................................................................................ERICA FEIDELSEIT, ABBY FRY
Light Board Operator..............................................................................................SCOTT FOLSOM
Audio Engineer.......................................................................................................LEX ALLENBAUGH
Wardrobe Supervisors.................................................ADELLE GRESOCK, ALICE HAWFIELD
Wigs, Hair, and Makeup Supervisor......................................................................JAIME BAGLEY
Crew Swing...............................................................................................................TREVOR COMEAU	
Deck Crew............................................................................................................. MADDIE FRIEDMAN

SPECIAL THANKS
The playwright wishes to thank Jocelyn Clarke, Shirley Moody-Turner, Joseph Mazur, 
Pearl Rhein, Art Omi, T.S. Eliot House, and Molly Smith.
Andrew R. Ammerman is the Directing Sponsor of the 2023/24 Season. His support 
allows Arena Stage to feature the work of the finest directors on our stages.
The beautiful costumes you see in the 2023/24 Season are generously sponsored 
by Lola C. Reinsch and the Reinsch Pierce Family Foundation.

FOR THIS PRODUCTION / SPECIAL THANKS

SOCIALLY SPEAKING
We seeing your experience at Arena on social media!

@arenastage

TAG US:

TALK ABOUT US:
#ArenaElements #ArenaStage #ArenaStageDC #DCTheatre

WIFI NETWORK:  ArenaGuest PASSWORD:  arenaguest
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WHO’S WHO

CAST
	 KELLY RENEE ARMSTRONG 

(Abigail/Lottie) is an actor 
and writer who last 
appeared at Arena Stage in 
Our War. Regional credits 
include Bov’ Water 
(Northern Stage), The Call 

(Theater J), The Elder Statesman 
(Washington Stage Guild), Invisible Man 
(u/s, Studio Theatre), and Yellowman and 
Antigone Project (Rep Stage). Kelly 
received the Maryland Individual Artist 
Award grant and was a finalist for the Many 
Voices Fellowship. She has developed her 
plays with the Playwrights’ Center, 
Playwrights’ Arena, and Eden Theater 
Company. Kelly is a proud graduate of 
Bowie State University and holds an MFA in 
Acting and Playwriting from The Catholic 
University of America. Much love to Kaliah 
and my family! kellyreneearmstrong.com

	 JOEL ASHUR (Mr. Turner/
Francis/Atwood/Charles) 
recently concluded 
Confederates at Mosaic 
Theater. Other credits 
include Bars and Measures 
at Mosaic Theater, Good 

Bones at Studio Theatre, How the Light 
Gets In at 1st Stage, Nollywood Dreams at 
Round House Theatre, Sweat at Fulton 
Theatre, Sister Act at North Carolina 
Theatre, Lombardi at Actors Theatre of 
Indiana, and A Friend of a Friend at Capital 
Repertory Theatre.

	 RO BODDIE (Hiram/W.E.B. Du 
Bois/Rep. White) is proud to 
be making his Arena Stage 
debut. Select D.C. area 
appearances include The 
Mountaintop, Radio Golf, 
The Tempest, and A Boy and 

His Soul (Round House Theatre) and 
Pipeline, Three Sisters, and No Sisters 
(Studio Theatre). New York credits include 

Socrates (The Public Theater) and Seize the 
King (Classical Theatre of Harlem). Select 
regional credits include Bay Street Theater, 
Mark Taper Forum, La Jolla Playhouse, 
Cleveland Play House, and Baltimore 
Center Stage. Television credits include 
Godfather of Harlem, Run the World, The 
Good Wife, Elementary, and Person of 
Interest. Ro is an alum of University of the 
North Carolina School of the Arts and 
recipient of the 2016 Actor of the Year 
Craig Noel Award. Instagram: @roboddieart

	 PETER BOYER (Male 
Understudy) previously 
appeared at Arena Stage 
as Henry in Holiday and as 
Voice of Cop in The High 
Ground. Notable roles 
include Ebenezer Scrooge 

in A Broadway Christmas Carol at 
MetroStage, Groucho Marx in Groucho: A 
Life in Revue at Wayside Theatre, Dromio of 
Syracuse in Comedy of Errors at Baltimore 
Shakespeare Festival, Captain Hook in 
Tinkerbell and Captain Braidbeard in How I 
Became a Pirate at Adventure Theatre, and 
Charles Dickens in Discord and Mr. Praed 
in Mrs. Warren’s Profession at Washington 
Stage Guild. His one-person play Captain 
Hook: My Story, or How I Clawed My Way to 
the Top was produced at Spotlighters 
Theatre in collaboration with the Baltimore 
Playwrights Festival, and at Artistic 
Synergy of Baltimore. www.petersbrain.art

	 RENEA S. BROWN 
(Ernestine/Lula/Mrs. Cook/ 
Alumni Association 
President) last appeared in 
Arena Stage’s Change 
Agent. Recent credits 
include Camae in The 

Mountaintop and Dede in Nollywood 
Dreams (Round House Theatre); A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Our Verse in 
Time to Come, and The Reading Room 
Festival (Folger Theatre); Love Factually 
(Kennedy Center); The Tempest and 
Macbeth (Shakespeare Theatre Company); 
and more. Off-Broadway: Short New Play 

http://kellyreneearmstrong.com
https://www.instagram.com/roboddieart/
http://www.petersbrain.art
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WHO’S WHO WHO’S WHO
Festival (Red Bull Theater). Regional: 
American Shakespeare Center, Kentucky 
Shakespeare, Island Shakespeare Festival, 
Quintessence Theatre, Nebraska Rep, 
Arizona Theater Company, and more. 
Renea has an MFA from The Academy of 
Classical Acting. You can catch her in 
Metamorphoses at Folger Theatre this 
summer! Instagram/TikTok: 
@therealdarklady www.reneabrown.com

	 GINA DANIELS (Anna) 
appeared at Arena Stage in 
Roe in 2017. Later that year, 
she was in The Effect at 
Studio Theatre. Gina was in 
the Broadway companies 
of Network and All The Way; 

Becomes a Woman at Mint Theater 
Company; Judgement Day at Park Avenue 
Armory; The White Snake at Wuzhen 
Theatre Festival; and Angels in America at 
Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, as The 
Angel. Her other credits include Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park, Indiana Repertory 
Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, 
Utah Shakespeare Festival, Syracuse 
Stage, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, 
Portland Center Stage, Paper Mill 
Playhouse, Arden Theatre, TheaterWorks 
Hartford, Shakespeare Santa 
Cruz, Baltimore Center Stage, Geva 
Theatre Center, and Pittsburgh Public 
Theater, among others. In 10 seasons at 
the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Gina 
appeared in over 30 productions, 
originated roles in a dozen world 
premieres and ran Shakespeare’s gamut 
from Perdita to Portia to Puck. Television/
Film credits include Law & Order, Evil, 
Manifest, FBI, Orange is the New Black, and 
Lapsis. www.gina-daniels.com

	 JONATHAN DEL PALMER 
(Male Understudy) is 
excited to make his Arena 
Stage debut. His most 
recent appearance on a 
D.C. stage was in The 
Winter’s Tale (Folger 

Theatre). Other recent D.C. credits include 

Life Jacket (4615 Theatre); The Rainmaker, 
columbinus, and The Member of the 
Wedding (1st Stage); Day of Absence 
(Theater Alliance); Moon Man Walk 
(Constellation Theatre Company); 
Suddenly Last Summer (Avant Bard 
Theatre); and Our Verse in Time to Come 
(Folger Theatre). Del also appeared in How 
to Quit Your Day Job at 54 Below in New 
York City and was trained at the National 
Conservatory of Dramatic Arts. Instagram: 
@jonathandelpalmer

	 BRITTNEY DUBOSE 
(Lucretia/Annie) is excited 
to return home to D.C. after 
living in Texas for 24 years 
and beyond thrilled to be 
making her Arena Stage 
debut! Her regional credits 

include The Window King (Live Garra 
Theatre) and A Change Gon’ Come (The 
Finest! Performance Troupe). Some of her 
other credits include Her Stories (Soul Rep 
Theatre Company), Temple Spirit (Echo 
Theatre), and The Bluest Eye (Jubilee 
Theater). Brittney’s film credits include The 
Starter Marriage directed by Arthur 
Muhammad and Color Me You directed by 
Marco Bottiglieri. Instagram: 
@brittney_dubose

	 YETUNDE FELIX-UKWU 
(Minerva/Miss Patterson) 
last appeared at Arena 
Stage in the staged 
reading of Scarfoot Lives. 
Locally, she was most 
recently seen in the Helen 

Hayes-nominated Nollywood Dreams 
(Round House Theatre). Select regional 
credits include A Christmas Carol 
(TheatreSquared); Babel (Unicorn Theatre); 
and School Girls; or, The African Mean Girls 
Play (Kansas City Repertory Theatre). 
Yetunde’s TV/film credits as a Dialect 
Coach include Time Bandits (Paramount+) 
and King Shaka (CBS/Showtime). 
Instagram: @yetundelive 
www.yetundelive.com

	 JASMINE JOY (Ruth/Ivy/
Josephine/Principals’ 
Association Representative) 
last worked on Arena 
Stage’s hilarious 
production POTUS. She is 
delighted to return for this 

powerful, dynamic world premiere. Local 
credits include Shear Madness at The 
Kennedy Center; Dance Nation at Olney 
Theatre Center; The Mamalogues at 1st 
Stage; A Chorus Within Her at Theater 
Alliance; Moon Man Walk at Constellation 
Theatre; A Wind in the Door at The 
Kennedy Center TYA; The Hula-Hoopin’ 
Queen, Corduroy, and The Snow Queen at 
Imagination Stage; Womxn on Fire Festival 
at Keegan Theatre; The Powers That Be 
and #solestories at Venus Theatre; and The 
Gulf at Peter’s Alley. You can see Jasmine 
next in Is God Is at Constellation Theatre! 
Jasmine would love to thank her daughter, 
Calypso, for being her inspiration. 
www.jasminejoybrooks.com

	 LOLITA MARIE (Hannah/
Mary/Nellie), two-time 
Helen Hayes Award 
recipient, is making her 
Arena Stage debut. D.C. 
area credits include The 
Brothers Paranormal and 

The Joy That Carries You (Olney Theatre); 
Well and Doubt (1st Stage); The Royale 
(Olney and 1st Stage in Rep); Sweat, The 
Outsider, N – A Play, God of Carnage, and 
American Daughter (Keegan Theatre); 
Hurricane Diane (Avant Bard); This Girl 
Laughs…, Flood City, for colored girls…, and 
brownsville song (Theater Alliance); The 
Adventures of Pericles (Chesapeake 
Shakespeare Company); Native Son 
(Mosaic Theater); The Skin of Our Teeth 
and Blood Wedding (Constellation 
Theatre); The Secrets of the Universe and 
Leto Legend (Hub Theatre). Independent 
film and television credits include Too 
Saved and Nocturnal Agony (Nubia 
Filmworks), and Who the (Bleep) Did I 
Marry? (Investigation Discovery). 

	 PAUL MORELLA (Hughes) 
previously appeared at 
Arena Stage in All My Sons 
and Orpheus Descending. 
He recently completed his 
14th season of A Christmas 
Carol at Olney Theatre, a 

one-person show he adapted from 
Charles Dickens’ original novella. Other 
regional credits include leading roles at 
Folger Theatre, Signature Theatre, 
Shakespeare Theatre Company, Studio 
Theatre, Woolly Mammoth, Theater J, 
Ford’s Theatre, The Kennedy Center, Asolo 
State Theater, Delaware Theatre Company, 
Olney Theatre, Everyman Theatre, Round 
House Theatre, Potomac Theatre Project, 
MetroStage, and Mosaic Theater. He also 
tours the country as Clarence Darrow in 
the one-person play, A Passion for Justice. 
He is on the faculty of American 
University’s Washington College of Law, 
where he teaches the Art of Persuasion as 
part of its Trial Advocacy Program. 
www.clarencedarrow.org 

	 MONIQUE PAIGE (Female 
Understudy)’s D.C. credits 
Breath, Boom (Studio 
Theatre). New York credits 
include Goliath (Robert 
Morris Theatre) and, most 
recently, She’s Got Harlem 

on Her Mind (Metropolitan Playhouse). 
Philadelphia credits include Back to the 
Old Landmark (Freedom Theatre), A Salt 
Water Oasis (InterAct Theatre), Ceremonies 
in Dark Old Men (Allens Lane Art Center), 
and The Piano Lesson (Barnstormers 
Theater).

	 KEVIN E. THORNE II 
(Lawrence/Silas/John/Dr. 
Purvis/Dance Captain) is a 
D.C.-based actor making 
his return to Arena Stage. 
His previous credits 
include u/s Red Carter in 

Seven Guitars at Arena Stage; Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in The Mountaintop at Lyric 
Rep Theatre; Flow in Fabulation or, The 

https://www.instagram.com/therealdarklady/
http://www.reneabrown.com
http://www.gina-daniels.com
https://www.instagram.com/jonathandelpalmer/
https://www.instagram.com/brittney_dubose/
https://www.instagram.com/yetundelive/
http://www.yetundelive.com
http://www.jasminejoybrooks.com
http://www.clarencedarrow.org
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Re-Education of Undine at Mosaic Theater 
Company; Charles Gilpin in N at Keegan 
Theatre; Clip in I Killed My Mother at 
Spooky Action Theater; u/s Joker/
Scarecrow in The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 
at Synetic Theater; Arveragus in Imogen at 
Pointless Theatre Co; and Samuel P. 
Leonard in Nation We Build Together, Dr. 
Huey P. Newton in Cramton 1961, and Jesse 
Owens in Going the Distance at Discovery 
Theater. Kevin holds a BFA in Acting from 
Howard University. Instagram: @kj_nation

	 RENEE ELIZABETH WILSON 
(Female Understudy) is 
beyond thrilled to be back 
at Arena Stage with 
Tempestuous Elements! 
Previous Arena Stage 
credits include Seven 

Guitars. Her most recent theater credits 
include Intimate Apparel (Theater J); 
Monumental Travesties (world premiere), 
Native Son, and Milk Like Sugar (Mosaic 
Theater Company); Moon Man Walk 
(Constellation Theatre Company); Radio 
Golf and Nollywood Dreams (Round House 
Theatre); The Hula-Hoopin’ Queen 
(Imagination Stage); Ain’t No Mo’ (Woolly 
Mammoth Theatre); and Skeleton Crew 
(Studio Theatre). Renee is an American 
actress and a NASM-certified personal 
trainer. She is a graduate of the Duke 
Ellington School of the Arts and has a BFA 
in Drama from NYU Tisch. Instagram/
Twitter: @actpoetic88

CREATIVE
KIA CORTHRON (Playwright)’s New York 
productions include A Cool Dip in the 
Barren Saharan Crick and Breath, Boom 
(Playwrights Horizons), Force Continuum 
(Atlantic Theater Company), Light Raise 
the Roof (New York Theatre Workshop), 
Seeking the Genesis (Manhattan Theatre 
Club), and in March Fish will be produced 
by Keen Company/Working Theater. 

Regional credits include Yale Rep, 
Goodman Theatre, Eclipse Theatre, Mark 
Taper Forum, Humana/Louisville, Center 
Stage, Hartford Stage, Children’s Theatre 
Company, Alabama Shakespeare Festival; 
and in London the Royal Court Theatre and 
Donmar Warehouse. For her body of work, 
Kia has garnered the Windham Campbell 
Prize, Horton Foote Prize, USArtists 
Fellowship, and others. She has written 
two novels, Moon and the Mars and The 
Castle Cross the Magnet Carter, which won 
the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize.

PSALMAYENE 24 (Director)’s directing 
credits include Good Bones, Flow, and 
Pass Over (Studio Theatre); Necessary 
Sacrifices: A Radio Play (Ford’s Theatre); 
Native Son (Mosaic Theater); and Word 
Becomes Flesh (Theater Alliance, Helen 
Hayes Award, Outstanding Direction of a 
Play). He is currently the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation Playwright in Residence at 
Mosaic Theater. Playwriting credits include 
Monumental Travesties, Dear Mapel, 
and Les Deux Noirs (Mosaic); Out of the 
Vineyard (Joe’s Movement Emporium); and 
Cinderella: The Remix (Imagination Stage). 
His acting credits include Ruined, Cuttin’ 
Up, and Anthems (Arena Stage); Dear 
Mapel (Mosaic); and HBO’s The Wire. He 
is the writer/director of the Arena Stage-
presented short film The Freewheelin’ 
Insurgents, and he is the former Master 
Teaching Artist at Arena Stage. Instagram: 
@psalmayene24

TONY THOMAS (Associate Director and 
Choreography) is an award-nominated 
director, choreographer, and interior 
architect. Credits include The Freewheelin’ 
Insurgents at Arena Stage; Fat Ham, 
Good Bones, People, Places & Things, 
White Noise, Pass Over, Flow, and PYG 
or The Mis-Edumacation of Dorian Belle 
at Studio; Out of the Vineyard at Joe’s 
Movement Emporium; Naked Mole Rat 
Gets Dressed: The Rock Experience and 
P.Nokio: A Hip-Hop Musical at Imagination 
Stage; Native Son at Mosaic Theater 
Company; and Mysticism & Music and The 

https://www.instagram.com/kj_nation/
https://www.instagram.com/actpoetic88/
https://www.instagram.com/psalmayene24/
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Award for Best Documentary, Short 
Subject) and over 30 other films. He is the 
co-chair of Theatrical Sound Designers 
and Composers Association (TSDCA). 
www.lindsayjones.com

LASHAWN MELTON (Hair and Wig Designer) 
is a native Washingtonian hair and wig 
designer. Film: Loiness (Hairstylist), White 
House Plumbers (Hairstylist), Rustin 
(Hairstylist). Utah Shakespeare Festival: 
Raisin in the Sun, Emma The Musical, 
The Play That Goes Wrong (Wig Master). 
Montgomery College: Little Women 
(Wig Designer). GALA Theatre: On Your 
Feet! (Wig Designer). Woolly Mammoth 
Theatre: Botticelli in the Fire, Describe 
the Night, Fairview (Wig Designer). The 
Kennedy Center: The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham – 1963 (Wig Designer). Olney 
Theatre Company: Comedy of Tenors 
(Wig Designer). Round House Theatre: 
School Girls (Wig Designer). Arena Stage: 
Disgraced (Hair Designer), Smart People 
(Assistant Wig Designer), Nina Simone: Four 
Women (Assistant Wig Designer), Pajama 
Game (Assistant Wig Designer), Snow Child 
(Hair and Makeup Designer). Education: 
Fashion Merchandising, Graphic Design, 
UDC. Stage Makeup, Montgomery College.

LISA NATHANS (Dialect and Vocal Coach) 
is an Associate Professor of Voice and 
Acting at University of Maryland’s School of 
Theatre, Dance, and Performance Studies. 
She’s coached voices and accents for 
Arena Stage, Kennedy Center, Shakespeare 
Theatre Company, Olney, Signature, Ford’s, 
Folger, Guthrie (Minneapolis), 5th Avenue 
(Seattle), and Theatricum Botanicum 
(LA). Lisa received her MFA from Central 
School of Speech and Drama and BFA 
from Boston University. She’s a designated 
Linklater Voice teacher and a certified 
Colaianni Speech practitioner.

ANITA MAYNARD-LOSH (Text Director) was 
the director of community engagement and 
senior artistic advisor at Arena Stage for two 
decades, leading the theater’s education 
and outreach programs and serving on the 

artistic team. Anita has been involved in 
an artistic capacity on more than 45 Arena 
productions: she directed last season’s 
Holiday and the world premiere of Our 
War, and has been an associate director, 
text director, and vocal/dialect coach on 
multiple other productions. Her first show at 
Arena was assisting former artistic director 
Molly Smith on South Pacific in the 2002/03 
Season. Anita trained and taught at the 
American Conservatory Theater in San 
Francisco, was on the faculty at Webster 
University in St. Louis, headed the theater 
department at the University of Alaska 
Southeast, and was the associate artistic 
director of Perseverance Theater in Juneau, 
Alaska, where she directed 21 mainstage 
productions. Anita traveled extensively 
with the artist-in-schools program in 
Alaska, working primarily with indigenous 
populations within the context of traditional 
villages. The Alaska Native-inspired 
production of Macbeth that Anita conceived 
and directed was performed in English 
and Tlingit at the National Museum of the 
American Indian as part of the Shakespeare 
in Washington Festival, and is currently 
being edited into a full-length film. Her 
essay about the project was published in 
Weyward Macbeth: Intersections of Race and 
Performance, Palgrave MacMillan. She has 
coached dialects for the Kennedy Center, 
the Washington National Opera, Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, Portland Center 
Stage, the American Conservatory Theater, 
and the Broadway revival of Ragtime. Anita 
has traveled with Arena’s devised theater 
program, Voices of Now, to India (2012, 
2014), Croatia (2015, 2019), and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (2019) to collaborate with 
communities in devising original plays 
addressing social justice issues.

OTIS RAMSEY-ZÖE (Dramaturg) is a care 
worker, dramaturg, director, theater arts 
educator, Literary Manager at Arena Stage, 
and Lecturer in Dramaturgy at the David 
Geffen School of Drama at Yale. He has 
developed new works at such institutions 
as Sundance Institute, Kennedy Center, 
Alabama Shakespeare Festival, Playwrights 

WHO’S WHO WHO’S WHO
Last Five Years at Constellation Theatre 
Company. In education, Tony has worked 
with Strathmore Children’s Chorus, ATMTC 
Academy, Landon School, Levine Music 
Theatre, Holton-Arms School, and actively 
leads numerous privates, workshops, and 
coaching circuits between New York, D.C., 
and Los Angeles.

TONY CISEK (Set Designer) designed the 
Arena productions of Disgraced, King 
Hedley II, The Miracle Worker, Oak and 
Ivy, and Dimly Perceived Threats to the 
System. Recent D.C. credits include Ink 
(Round House Theatre), Selling Kabul 
(Signature Theatre), In His Hands (Mosaic 
Theater), and the production design 
for A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Folger 
Theatre at the National Building Museum). 
Recent regional credits include Blue 
(New Orleans Opera), The Color Purple 
(Denver Center Theatre Company), 
Thurgood (People’s Light), Choir Boy 
(Denver Center and ACT), and Toni Stone 
(Milwaukee Repertory Theatre/Alliance 
Theatre). His work has also been seen Off-
Broadway and regionally at Roundabout 
Theatre Company, Goodman Theatre, 
Guthrie Theater, Ford’s Theatre, South 
Coast Repertory, Indiana Repertory, 
Cincinnati Playhouse, Portland Center 
Stage, Syracuse Stage, New York Theatre 
Workshop, and The Kennedy Center. 
www.tonycisek.com

LEVONNE LINDSAY (Costume Designer) 
received the Allen Lee Hughes Fellowship 
at Arena Stage 2001-2003 and was 
the Resident Designer for the African 
Continuum Theatre in Washington, D.C., 
2002-2004. Now based in her hometown 
of Philadelphia, recent credits include 
Kiss and Kill Move Paradise at the Wilma 
Theater; Into the Woods, The Bluest Eye, 
and Gem of the Ocean (Philadelphia’s 
Barrymore Award winner for Outstanding 
Costume Design 2019) at the Arden 
Theatre; Sweat and The Garbologists at 
Philadelphia Theatre Company; and the 
world premiere of Time Is On Our Side 
by R. Eric Thomas at Simpatico Theater. 

Other regional credits include Hangar 
Theatre, Virginia Stage Company, Indiana 
Repertory Theater, Everyman Theatre, 
Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival, 
Trinity Repertory Company, and Indiana 
Repertory Theatre.

WILLIAM K. D’EUGENIO (Lighting Designer) 
is a lighting and sound designer based 
out of Washington, D.C. Favorite regional 
lighting credits include The Chosen and 
The Brothers Size [Helen Hayes Award] 
(1st Stage); Good Bones (Studio Theatre); 
Love Like Tuesday (Faction of Fools); In His 
Hands and Native Son (Mosaic); Mnemonic 
and Word Becomes Flesh [Helen Hayes 
Award] (Theater Alliance); and Long Way 
Down (The Kennedy Center). His television 
credits include Cynthia Erivo & Friends: A 
NYE Celebration, Robert Glasper’s Black 
Radio, Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra, Let My 
Children Hear Mingus, and A Joni Mitchell 
Songbook (PBS/NEXT at the Kennedy 
Center), among others. More recent 
concert designs include Joshua Redman 
Group; DECLASSIFIED: Laufey, dodie & 
Jacob Collier; Gavin Creel in Concert; 
Robert Glasper and Jason Moran; and 
Ledisi Sings Nina (The Kennedy Center).

LINDSAY JONES (Original Music and 
Sound Design) Broadway: Slave Play 
(Tony nominations for Best Score and 
Best Sound Design of a Play), The Nap, 
Bronx Bombers, and A Time to Kill. Off-
Broadway: Privacy (Public), Bootycandy 
(Playwrights Horizons), Feeding the 
Dragon (Primary Stages), and many 
others. Regional: Guthrie Theater, 
Center Stage, American Conservatory 
Theater, Hartford Stage, Alliance Theatre, 
Goodman Theatre, Arena Stage, Old 
Globe Theatre, Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, Steppenwolf Theatre, and many 
others. International: Stratford Festival 
(Canada), Royal Shakespeare Company 
(England), and many others. Audio dramas: 
Marvel, Audible, Next Chapter Podcasts, 
and the award-winning The Imagine 
Neighborhood. Film/TV scoring: HBO 
Films’ A Note of Triumph (2006 Academy 

http://www.lindsayjones.com
http://www.tonycisek.com
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tenure at ArtsEmerson, Hana launched 
an Artists in Residency program, led a 
research program assessing barriers to 
inclusion across the region, and leveraged 
her regional theater experience to freelance 
produce for smaller theater companies 
looking to expand and restructure their 
administrative teams. Hana was Baltimore 
Center Stage's Associate Artistic Director 
from 2014 to 2019 and was the architect 
of the innovative CS Digital program: a 
platform that pushes the boundaries of 
traditional theater and looks at the nexus 
point between art and technology. Her 
other achievements at Baltimore Center 
Stage included prototyping the Mobile 
Unit focused on historically underserved 
audiences, strengthening community 
engagement, producing multiple world 
and regional premieres, and helping to 
guide the theater through a multi-million 
dollar building renovation and rebranding 
effort. Hana became the first Black woman 
to lead a major regional theater in 2018 
when she was named the Augustin Family 
Artistic Director of The Repertory Theatre 
of St. Louis. During her tenure at The Rep, 
Hana guided the organization through a 
strategic alignment, revolutionized the 
New Works program, expanding access to 
underserved communities, and centering 
equity and anti-racism as the organization's 
foundational values.Hana holds a BA from 
Spelman College and an MFA from the 
University of Houston. Hana is the recipient 
of USITT's 2023 Distinguished Achievement 
Award, Spelman's 2022 National Community 
Service Award, the 2009-10 Aetna New 
Voices Fellowship, EMC Arts Working Open 
Fellowship, and Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG) New Generations Fellowship. 
Hana is a founding member of The Black 
Theatre Commons (BTC). She serves on the 
board of directors for the TCG, BTC, and the 
Sprott Family Foundation.

EDGAR DOBIE (Executive Producer) Born 
in Vernon, British Columbia, a village next 
to the Rocky Mountains (three years after 
Arena had its first performance in 1950), I 
am one of five brothers raised by my Dad 

Edgar, a mechanic and small businessman, 
and Mom Connie, a telephone operator and 
union organizer. I am the only Dobie to make 
a career in theater. Luckily for me, drama 
was an arts elective I was offered at the 
tender age of 12 so I hung up my hockey 
skates and joined the drama class, led by 
teacher Paddy Malcolm and her fledgling 
Powerhouse Community Theater after 
school. By the time I graduated from high 
school, we volunteers had built ourselves 
a 200-seat, fully equipped theater on its 
own piece of land in the center of town and 
found a sold-out audience for the full season 
of plays we had on offer. That experience 
taught me so many lessons about the 
power of theater to foster collaboration 
and share meaningful stories, as well as 
the public values that attach themselves 
to building a safe place where everyone is 
welcome. All those lessons served me well 
as a managing leader and producer both 
sides of the border and both sides of the 
commercial and non-profit theater divide. 
Arriving here in Southwest with my good 
wife Tracy and our daughter Greta Lee in 
2009 makes me feel like I am well-equipped 
to do a good job for you all. I am honored 
to have been recognized for my service to, 
and leadership of, the Washington, D.C.-area 
theater community as a recipient of Theatre 
Washington's inaugural Victor Shargai 
Leadership Award in 2022.

This theater operates under an agreement 
between the League of Resident Theatres and 
Actors’ Equity Association.

	 The actors and stage managers 
are members of Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage 
Managers in the United States.

	 The scenic, costume, lighting and 
sound designers in LORT theaters 
are represented by United Scenic 
Artists, Local USA-829 of the IATSE.

	 The Director and Choreographer are 
members of the STAGE DIRECTORS 
AND CHOREOGRAPHERS SOCIETY, 
a national theatrical labor union.

Arena Stage is a constituent of the Theatre 
Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for the American theater.

Center, and National New Play Network. He 
has held posts in Theatre at Northeastern 
University, Dramaturgy at Carnegie Mellon 
University, Women’s Studies and Honors 
Humanities at University of Maryland, 
Performing Arts at American University, 
and Theatre Arts at Howard University. 
He was Associate Artistic Director at 
banished? productions, Future Classics 
Program Coordinator at The Classical 
Theatre of Harlem, Literary Manager at 
Center Stage, and an Allen Lee Hughes 
Senior Fellow at Arena Stage.

JOSEPH PINZON (Casting Director) is 
the founder and creative producer of 
the contemporary circus company Short 
Round Productions and its award-winning 
show Filament. With over 25 years of 
performing experience, he has worked 
internationally with renowned companies 
such as Cirque Éloize, Compagnia Finzi 
Pasca, Cirque du Soleil, and The 7 Fingers. 
He holds an MS in Arts Leadership from 
USC, a BA in Psychology from UCLA, 
and graduated from the National Circus 
School in Montreal with a specialization 
in aerial techniques. He was the casting 
and resident director for Chamäleon 
Productions (Berlin) and Constellation 
Immersive (CAA’s experiential affiliate). 
He is also a member of the Creative & 
Independent Producer Alliance and a 
founding board member of the American 
Circus Alliance. You can see him causing 
chaos on season 6 of Nailed It! on Netflix, 
where (spoiler alert) he is a part of the 
series’ first three-way tie.

CHRISTI B. SPANN (Stage Manager) 
has been working as a stage manager 
in D.C. since 2011. Recent Arena Stage 
productions include Holiday, The High 
Ground, Exclusion , and POTUS. She 
previously spent 12 seasons on the stage 
management staff at the Denver Center 
Theatre Company and has also worked 
with The Great River Shakespeare Festival 
in Winona, MN, and Virginia Repertory 
Theatre in Richmond, VA.

JALON PAYTON (Assistant Stage Manager) 
is excited to be returning to Arena Stage 
for Tempestuous Elements. Recent Arena 
credits include The High Ground and Swept 
Away. Recent Baltimore/D.C. credits include 
Ken Ludwig’s Baskerville (Everyman Theatre); 
The Swindlers: A Tru-ish Tall Tale, The Folks 
at Home (Baltimore Center Stage); and 
10 Seconds (Imagination Stage). Other 
credits include The Royale, Anton’s Shorts, 
The Brothers Size, and A Raisin in the Sun 
(American Players Theatre). Jalon has also 
stage-managed play readings/workshops 
with Arena Stage, Taffety Punk Theatre, and 
Round House Theatre. Jalon is a graduate of 
the University of Maryland Baltimore County.

ARENA STAGE 
LEADERSHIP
HANA S. SHARIF (Artistic Director) has 
enjoyed a multi-faceted theater career, 
including roles as an artistic leader, director, 
playwright, and producer with a specialty in 
strategic and cross-functional leadership. 
Hana began her professional career as 
an undergraduate student at Spelman 
College. From 1997 to 2003, Hana served 
as the co-founder and Artistic Director of 
Nasir Productions, a theater dedicated 
to underrepresented voices challenging 
traditional structure. Hana joined the Tony® 
Award-winning regional theatre, Hartford 
Stage, in 2003. During her decade-long 
tenure at Hartford Stage, Hana served as 
the Associate Artistic Director, Director 
of New Play Development, and Artistic 
Producer. Hana launched the new play 
development program, expanded the 
community engagement and civic discourse 
initiatives, and developed and produced 
Tony®, Grammy, Pulitzer, and Obie Award-
winning shows. Starting in 2012, she served 
as Program Manager at ArtsEmerson, a 
leading world theater company based 
at Boston's Emerson College. During her 

WHO’S WHO WHO’S WHO
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES / YOUNG PATRONS BOARD
ARENA STAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2023/24

CHAIR
Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe

VICE CHAIRS
S. Decker Anstrom
Judith N. Batty
Michele G. Berman
Jeffrey M. Busch
Edgar Dobie
Kristen Donoghue
Rick Froehlich
Nicholas Goad
Sue Henry
Alethia Jackson
Richard A. Newman
David E. Shiffrin
Michele P. Toth
Shawna Watley

TRUSTEES
Jan Adams
Andrew R. Ammerman
Linda A. Baumann
Deborah Bowles
Susan Carter
Celandra Deane-Bess
Joseph P. DiGangi
Jeri Epstein
Richard Feinstein 
David Fisher
Stephenie Foster
Dr. Donald Wallace Jones
Ricki Kanter
Elissa Leonard
John Lynham
B. Thomas Mansbach
David B.H. Martin
Jill McGovern
Robert Pincus
Ilene Rosenthal
Tiffeny Sanchez
Hana S. Sharif
Mignon Smith
Sheila Stampfli
Michael S. Steele

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Jim Abdo
Ashok Bajaj
Joanne Barker
Sander Bieber 
Steven R. Bralove 
Susan Haas Bralove   
Eric Braverman 
John Edelmann
Elliot Feldman
Nancy M. Folger
Natwar Gandhi
Patti Herman 
Vicki J. Hicks 
Daniel Korengold 
Judy Lansing Kovler
Mark Levine 
Ronald A. Paul M.D.
Terry R. Peel
Beverly Perry
Lucia Riddle 
Gene Samburg
Raymond Sczudlo
David Bruce Smith 
Richard W. Snowdon
Margaret Tomlinson

LIFE TRUSTEES
Lee G. Rubenstein
Beth Newburger Schwartz

YOUNG PATRONS BOARD 
TRUSTEE
Whitney Hubbard

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
John M. Derrick
Arlene and Robert Kogod
David O. Maxwell
Joan P. Maxwell
Judy Lynn Prince, 

in memoriam

CORPORATE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Edgar Dobie

TREASURER
Joe Berardelli

SECRETARY
Alison Irvin

THE MOLLY SMITH FUND 
FOR NEW WORK
The Molly Smith Fund for New Work was created to 
honor the tremendous legacy of Molly Smith, Arena 
Stage's Artistic Director Emeritus, who retired at 
the end of the 2022/23 Season after 25 years of 
visionary leadership. The fund will support the artistic 
development of new work at Arena Stage, a pillar of 
Molly’s vision.

Thank you to the following donors who supported this 
initiative through their philanthropic leadership.

Jan Adams
Altria
Amaris
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Joanne Barker and The 

Jake Foundation
Michele and Allan Berman
Diane and Norman 

Bernstein Foundation
Susan and Steven Bralove
Elliot J. Feldman and Lily 

Gardner Feldman
G. David Fensterheim and 

The Joseph E. Robert Jr. 
Charitable Trust

Patricia and David Fisher
Rick and Carol Froehlich
Michael Glosserman
Hamilton and Marchand 

families in honor of 
Ann Hamilton

Sue Henry and Carter 
Phillips

JMA Solutions
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Danny Korengold and 

Martha Dippell
Melanie Franco Nussdorf
Marsha and Alan* Paller
Craig Pascal
Ourisman Automotive 

of Virginia
Tiffeny Sanchez and 

Reg Brown
Beth Newburger Schwartz
Peggy and David Shiffrin 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Shugoll
Katie and Dick Snowdon
John and Cindy Weber
George and Patti White
Sandy and Jon Willen

YOUNG PATRONS BOARD 2023/24
The Arena Stage Young Patrons Board seeks to 
strengthen and support the future of American 
theater at Arena Stage. The Young Patrons Board 
supports the artistic mission of Arena Stage by being 
active ambassadors to the community and arranging 
opportunities for people under 40 years old to 
engage with the theater.

MEMBERS
Victoria Clark
Alexandria Edwards
Shoshana Golden
Whitney Hubbard
Ashley Lawrence
Lauren Pate
Emily Rouse
Hillary Stemple
Dr. Adrienne Thompson

We Share Your 
Dream for the Future
Powering our communities is just the beginning. At 
Exelon, we consider it our responsibility to improve the 
quality of life for people in the communities where we 
live, work and serve. Participation in good corporate 
citizenship is an integral part of our culture, and we 
inspire our employees to help everyone succeed.
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FULL CIRCLE SOCIETY — ARENA STAGE’S PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges these individuals who ensure the future of Arena Stage by making 
a planned gift. These gifts assure that Arena Stage will continue to challenge, educate and entertain 
audiences, and maintain its excellence in theater nationally, and internationally for generations to come. 

Arena can help you accomplish your personal, family and philanthropic goals while benefiting the 
theater. Supporters who make planned gifts to Arena are invited to join the Full Circle Society and enjoy 
special benefits. 

For more information about planned giving, please contact Maya Weil at 202-600-4158.

The following are members as of January 19, 2024.

MEMBERS
Anonymous (13)
Esthy* and Jim Adler
Dr. Bill Santford Ashley
Elinor R. Bacon
Linda A. Baumann
Nan Beckley
Sue Benson
Diane Boehr
Steven Bralove
Dr. Robert and Mary Jo Brenner
Bonnie and Jere Broh-Kahn
Louise Budelis
Donald Burch, III
James C. Burks and 

Dr. Bette Jane Pappas
Anne L. Buzalski
John P. Cahill
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Captain Joan Darrah and 

Ms. Lynne Kennedy
Martin Alan “Marty”* and 

Belle Negrin Davis
Joseph P. DiGangi
John Edelmann and Jeffrey Love
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Barbara B. Ehrlich
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Skip and Laurette Farmer
Nancy M. Folger
Catherine F. and James F.* Fort, Sr. 
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Becky Fredriksson
Dr. Helene C. Freeman
Arlene Friedlander
Rick and Carol Froehlich
Steven Garron
Jon K. Gossett and Alex Urdaneta
Bob Gronenberg
Catherine and Christopher 

Guttman-McCabe
Chris Harris
Betty Hawthorne
Dr. JC Hayward
Vicki J. Hicks
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Sallie L. Holder
Lauren and Glen Howard

Ann Ingram
David Insinga and Robert McDonald
Thomas Jesulaitis
James Johnson and 

Matthew Shepard
Drs. Susan and Perry Klein
Dr. Seth A. Koch and 

Barbara Bellman Koch
Patricia and John Koskinen
Justin Latus
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Herb and Dianne Lerner
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
John and Patricia Long
John and Lenora Lynham
Sandra L. Mabry
Alison Masters MacTavish
Wells R. McCurdy
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Jeannette Murphy
Paul and Nancy Newman
Marina and David Ottaway
Laura Peebles
Amy Phillips
Robert Pincus
Michael and Penelope Pollard
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Reckford
Paul Rose
Richard Schwartz* and 

Beth Newburger Schwartz
Larry Shaw and Richard Freitag
David E. Shiffrin
Mark and Merril Shugoll
Mike and Patti Sipple
Leonard Sirota, Eileen Ivey and 

Rachel Sirota
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Dick and Katie Snowdon
Sheila A. Stampfli
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Terri L. Tedford
Helene Toiv
Margaret L. Tomlinson
Maya Weil
Val and John Wheeler

BEQUESTS AND GIFTS 
IN REMEMBRANCE

Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 
Clement C. Alpert

Estate of H. Max and 
Josephine F. Ammerman

Estate of Jan Ellen Balkin
Estate of Audrey J. Barnett
Estate of Harry J. Boissevain
Estate of Henrietta T. Braunstein
Estate of Dorothy A. Bunevich
Estate of Marylou Calene
Estate of Patricia Carroll
Estate of Albert Chaiken
Estate of Helen G. Codding
Estate of Marcus Cohn
Estate of Israel and 

Augusta Convisser
Estate of Camille Cook
Estate of Robert D. Davis Jr. and 

Henry J. Schalizki
Estate of Mr. Wiliam E. Faragher
Estate of Zelda Fichandler
Estate of Donald H. Flanders
In Memory of Helen W. and 

Felix E. Geiger
Estate of Ann Gibbons
Estate of Ezra Glaser
Estate of George Grizzard
Estate of Giselle Hill
Estate of Joan E. Kain
Estate of Margot Kelly
In Memory of Jean Russ Kern and 

Jeannette G. Kern
Estate of Herbert A. Lindow
Estate of LaRue R. Lutkins
Estate of Marianne R. Phelps
Estate of Suzy Platt
Estate of Judy Lynn Prince
Estate of Ms. Jane Rissler
Estate of Toni A. Ritzenberg
Estate of Gruine Robinson
Estate of Hank Schlosberg
Estate of Eugene Schreiber
Estate of Helga Tarver
Barbara R. Walton Endowment Fund 

for New Playwrights
Estate of Eric Weinmann
Estate of Frankie and 

Jerry Williamson

THANK YOU
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William Spears
Judi and Richard Sugarman
Allison Thomas
Suzanne Thouvenelle and 

Dennis Deloria
Judy and Leo Zickler

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Leon and Robyn Andris
Dr. and Mrs. C. Wrandle Barth
Nan Beckley 
Grace and Morton* Bender
Sander M. Bieber and 

Linda E. Rosenzweig
James and Priscilla Blum
Joe and Sue Bredekamp
Bonnie and Jere Broh-Kahn
Arlene Brown and 

Eugene Bialek 
Candice C. Bryant
Susan and Dixon Butler
Blain and Peg Butner
Bonnie C. Carroll and 

Roy Cooper
Debbie and Adam Cohen
Beth Cunningham and 

David Wolfe
Belle N. Davis in memory of 

Martin “Marty” Davis
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Robert and Carole Fontenrose
Katherine Ann Gardner
Bill and Linda Garvelink
Lenue and Barbara Gilchrist
Amnon and Sue Golan
Michael Greenbaum and 

Sherry Liebes
Laura Hart
Shelly and Jack Hazel
Vicki J. Hicks
Martin and Nene Hill
David Insinga and 

Robert McDonald
Knight Kiplinger
Leslie S. Kogod
Jean and John Lange
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Steve Mayer and 

Vera Oye' Yaa-Anna
Richard and Erin Mills
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Meenakshi and 

Arvind Nandedkar
Joe Oppenheimer and 

Edith Fraser
Marina and David Ottaway
James T. Parson, Jr.
Dave Pawlik and 

Susan Albertine
Laura Peebles and 

Ellen Fingerman
Ann and Terry R. Peel
Margaret Pollack and Paula 

Reed Lynch
Mr. Michael Pollard and 

Mrs. Penelope Pollard
Gail Povar and Larry Bachorik 
Franklin D. Raines and 

Denise Grant
Margaret Rice and Bill Sette

Talmadge Roberts and 
Mary E. Roberts

British Robinson
Jill and Rick Robinson
Raymond and 

Deborah Sams Sczudlo
Ruth and Arne* Sorenson
Annelise and Robert H. Smith
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Dr. and Mrs. 

Harvey Sweetbaum
Keith and Jeanie Thackrey
Laura L. Tosi
Virginia D. Weber
Patricia Page Williams
Bill and Terry Witowsky
Richard and 

Leslie Wojciechowicz
Deborah and David Yaffe
Jane Yanulis
David and Linda Young

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (9)
General Clara Adams-Ender 
The Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 

Clement C. Alpert
Dean Amel and Terry Savela
Tom and Loretta Beaumont
Barbara Benoit
David and Judy Bonior
Rita Braver Barnett
Lucille A. Bland
Wes Callender and Mary Davis
William and Kathleen Carey
Dr. Myla Carpenter
Gail Chambers and Scott Baker
Nancy Chesser and J.M. Rowe
Lynne H. Church
Geri and David Cohen
Karen and Joseph Coleman
Dr. Rita R. Colwell
Wilson Compton
Annemargaret Connolly and 

Kenneth Frank
Mr. Michael Crosswell
Valerie and John Cuddy
Lorraine Day
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Angela Dickey and 

Patricia Norland
Patricia L. D'Orazio
Cheryl Dragoo
Dr. Alexandria Edwards
Barbara and David Ehrlich
Geraldine Feaster and 

Calvin Bethea*
Elizabeth Fey
Peter and Alison Fenn
Trudy Fleisher
Lorraine Fleming and 

Harry Parrish
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flyer
Ellen Fox MD
The Henry J. Fox Trust
JoEllen and Martin Frost
Mr. and Mrs. 

Davis R. Gamble Jr.
Gregg H. S. Golden
Shoshana Golden

John M. Goodman
A. Steven and Janet Hall Graff
Linda Griggs and Bill Swedish
Carol and Bill Gross
Dr. Martha Gross and 

Mr. Robert Tracy
Gail Gulliksen
Ellie and John Hagner
Honorable Robert and 

Susan Hale
Richard E. Hardy
Patricia Harvey
Doris Hausser
Lydia Jean Herz and 

Daniel Felger
Lucia and Fred Hill
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb
Lauren and Glen Howard
Whitney Hubbard
Dr. and Mrs. David Humm
John Iwaniec and Tracy Gray
Harolyn and William Jackson
Jason Johnston
Elizabeth Blair Jones
John Keator and 

Virginia Sullivan
Kyle Kerr and Stephen Bique
Dr. Sandra D. Key
Cal and Barbara* Klausner
Kenneth and Carol Doran Klein
Tuke and Pierce Klemmt
Lauren S. Kogod
Patricia and John Koskinen
Teresa and Richard Kramer
Barry Kropf
Ms. Jane Mary Kwass
Mr. and Mrs. William LaChance
Stuart and Brock Lending
John and Jane Lewis
Dr. and Mrs. Randall J. Lewis
Robert Liberatore and 

Debra Kraft
Susan and Dan Mareck
Vicky Marchand
Ms. Linda Marks and 

Mr. Rafael V. Lopez
Lorraine and Craig Martin
Mary Martin
Marlene Mayo
Mark and Marsha Mazz
Susan Hall McCannell
Valerie McCauley
Alan and Ruth Melvin
Robert and Joelen Merkel
Leigh Method
Dr. Florence K. Millar
Nancy Miron
David Montgomery
Martha Newman
Frank and Linda Nutter
Dr. Kay Oliver
Ray Olson
Anne Paine and Fowler West
Mr. and Mrs. P. David Pappert
Lauren Pate
Howard and Dorothy Pedolsky
Randolph Perry
Paula and William Phillips

Ane Powers
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Pitts
Lutz Prager and Pat Lark*
Dr. and Mrs. Michael B. Price
Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas J. Reckford
Nancy Regan
Deborah Remmers
Massimo and Marilou Righini
Barbara Riley
Bill and Donna Roberts
Michael P. Rogan and 

Susan Schaffer
Gareth Rosenau
Bruce and 

Lori Laitman Rosenblum
Blair and Sally Ruble
Cathy Rutherford and 

Lisa Levine
Fern Flanagan Saddler
Jo Ella Samp
Jeff and Ellen Sandel
Gregory Schultz
Linda and Arthur Schwartz
Carol Schwartz
McAdo Shuler, Jr.
Richard and Jacqueline Sellers
Lisa and Jim Shannon
Mark and Merril Shugoll 
Bobbi and Larry Shulman
Toby A. Silverman
Mike and Patti Sipple
Laura Smalligan and 

Eric Sandberg-Zakian
Carl Wayne Smith and 

Michael Burke
Lawrence and Arlene Spinelli
Cecile Srodes
Dr. Earl P. Steinberg and 

Claire D. Reade
Robert J. Surovell
Eileen and Michael Tanner
Linda and Steuart Thomsen 
Barbara Toohill
Judge and Mrs. 

James T. Turner
Mary Vavrina
Glenn Westley and 

Jeanne Holzgrefe
John and Val Wheeler
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Ken and Dorothy Woodcock
Richie and Jim Wright
Robert and Anne Yerman
Margot Lurie Zimmerman in 

memory of Paul Zimmerman

LEAD
Anonymous (9)
Nora Abramson and 

Dave Nathan
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Adamson
Garland Allen
Jenna and Bill Allen
Virginia Anthony
Friend of Arena
Kathleen and 

Lawrence Ausubel
Dr. John Bailey and 

Mrs. Juanita O. Coye Bailey
Michael Baker

THANK YOU THANK YOU
OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many individuals and families who support the theater’s work by 
contributing to the Annual Fund. These gifts make it possible for the theater to continue presenting high-
quality productions and innovative education programs that strengthen the community in which we live.

For more information on the benefits of becoming an Annual Fund contributor, 
please call the Development Department at 202-600-4177.

The following are members as of January 19, 2024.

OVATION CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Drs. Elliot J. Feldman and 

Lily Gardner Feldman 
Margot Kelly*
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Judy Lynn Prince*
Toni A. Ritzenberg*
Tiffeny Sanchez and Reg Brown
Beth Newburger Schwartz and 

Richard Schwartz*

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
Andrew R. Ammerman 
Reinsch Pierce Family 

Foundation by 
Lola C. Reinsch

Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard W. Snowdon

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Janice Adams
Joanne Barker and 

the JAKE Foundation
Linda A. Baumann
Michele and Allan Berman
Susan and Steven Bralove
William Caldwell and 

Michele Toth
Pam and Richard Feinstein
Bonnie Feld
Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher
Rick and Carol Froehlich 
Chris and Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe
Sue Henry and Carter Phillips

Dr. Donald Wallace Jones, 
Dr. Betty Jean Tolbert Jones 
and Tracey Tolbert Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Korengold 
Herb and Dianne Lerner
The Revada Foundation of 

the Logan Family
B. Thomas Mansbach
David and Martha Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Pincus
Joe Reef, Peter Nguyen and 

the Reef Team of 
TTR Sotheby’s

Ilene and Steven Rosenthal
Gene Samburg
Sheila Stampfli

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)	
Judith N. Batty
Jeff Busch
Susan Carter and 

Ricardo Contreras
Celandra Deane-Bess
Deborah Bowles
Joseph P. DiGangi
Edgar and Tracy Dobie
Kristen Donoghue and 

Jon Hacker
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Stephenie Foster
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Henock Gebreamlak and 

Nicholas Goad
Alethia Jackson
Ricki and Joel Kanter
Judy and Peter Blum Kovler 

Foundation 

Nancy and Dan Longo
John and Lenora Lynham
Dr. Jill E. McGovern
Richard and Janice Newman
Peggy and David Shiffrin
David Bruce Smith and 

the Grateful American 
Foundation

Mignon and Kebharu Smith
Hon. Michael Steele
Shawna Watley

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Erin and Derek Arrison
Eric Braverman and Neil Brown
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Daniel Hamilton
Patti and Mitchell Herman
Kimberly Hulsey in 

memory of Shirley Shorter
Sheldon and Audrey* Katz
Shannon and Randall Kempner
Mark T. Lewellyn
The Robert and Natalie Mandel 

Family Foundation
Doris Matsui and Roger Sant
Craig Pascal and 

Victor Shargai*
Janis Reed and Jack Requa
R. Lucia Riddle
William and Linda Rule
Thalia Sinnamon in 

memory of Lyn Sinnamon
Leonard Sirota and Eileen Ivey 
Peggy and Alec* Tomlinson
Jon and Sandra Willen

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Jim and Mai Abdo
Ronald D. Abramson
Keith and Celia Arnaud
Dr. Sharon A. Bennett
Constance Bohon MD
Connie Carter and Gordon Dale
John Chester
Richard H. Cleva
James and Dorothy Dake
John and Linda Derrick
Kathy and Jody Dreyfuss
John Edelmann and Jeff Love
Nancy M. Folger
Rachel Frankeny
Woolf Gross
Susan B. Haight
Ann O. Hamilton*
Meg and John Hauge
Donald E. Hesse and 

Jerrilyn Andrews
Liz Hilder and Randy Smith
Thomas Jesulaitis and 

Barrie Seidman
Dr. James and Deborah Karesh
Caroline S. Klemp
Mark Levine and 

Sara Imershein
Charles McBride and 

Margaret DeBell
Toni and Ronald Paul
Beverly Perry
Margaret Ann Ross
Jean Schiro-Zavela and 

Vance Zavela
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Simaitis
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Jill Hill and Julie Hill
Dorothea Hiltenbrand
Jean and Jim Hochron
Bill and Marie Hoffman 
Toby Horn
Roger and Neesa Hoskin
John and Debra Howard
Jerry Hungerman
Heather Huyck
David and Kaori Inoue
Corrine and Bill Irwin
Smyrna N. Jackson
Paul Jaikaran
Cheryl Janey Calhoun
Diane Johnson-Quinn and 

Vincent Quinn
Norm and Anita Johnson
Kenneth and 

Thereese Johnston
Kimberly and Tad Johnston
James and Susan Jones
Trina Jones
Olivia and Brian Kane
Herschel Kanter
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Karpick
Gale Kaufmann
Joseph and Jane Keady
Michael Kielbiewicz and 

Barbara Strong
Peter Kimmel and 

Stephanie Jackson
Carol A. King
Ms. Janet E. King
Mrs. William Kingsbury
Laura Kirkconnell
Marie-Therese Klay
Sandra and David Kleinman
Mary Lou and Jack Kramer
Paul Kung
Mr. and Mrs. James Landberg
Carrie and Howard Langsam
MK Lanzillotta and Lee Becker
Allan and Sondra Laufer
Robin Lee
Steve Leinwand and 

Ann Lawrence
Paul Levine
Dave Levy
Jan and Elizabeth Lodal
Shirley Loo
Lucinda Low and 

Daniel Magraw
Joan Lunney
Noreen Lyne
Chris and Christine Magee
Gerald and Madeline Malovany
Martin Malsch and 

Jane Axelrad
Harry Manin
Hon. John E. Mansfield
Margaret Marin
Michelle Mason
Barbara E. Mays
William McBride and 

Susan Caporaso McBride
Anna Therese McGowan
Elizabeth Ann McGrath
Margaret McKelvey and 

William Harkins

David McKinney
Patricia McMahon
Stephen Meyer and 

Erica Summers
Ivan Meyers
William Michie
Eleanor Miller and Chris Finch
Sandy Mitchell
Charles and Patricia Moler
Judie and Fred Mopsik
Carl and Delila Moravitz
Bob and Wendy Morris
Stephen Morris and Barry Abel
Kent and Dale Morrison
Helaine G. Morss
Delphine Motley
Marilyn L. Muench
Hedy Nash and John Wetterau
Nick Newlin
Sheila Newman
Jeremy I. Novak 
Louise Novitch
John Nullmeyer and 

Donny Malles
Michael and Laura Opincar
Col and Mrs. Tommy T. Osborne
Victoria Chu Pao
Charles and Janet Parker
Doris Parker and Michael Spatz
Wilson and Deborah Parran
Bill and Jenny Pate
Ms. Barbara Patocka
Michael Perel and 

Jeanne Kadet
Jeanne and Burnie Peters
Margaret and Carl Pfeiffer
Vijay Ramachandran and 

Emily Johnson
Linda Ravdin and Don Shapero
Emil and Judith Regelman
Catherine Remijan
Maria Farese Rendine
Sandra Rennert
David and Lynn Rickard
Paulette Ricks
C.K. Robertson
Marietta S. Robinson
Gene and Shirley Rosenfeld
Sheryl Rosenthal and 

Marty Bell
Arthur Rubin and Elizabeth York
Barbara Sable
Mr. and Mrs. John Sacchetti
Evelyn Sandground and 

Bill Perkins, in memory of 
Frank and Marta Jager

Linda B. Schakel
Pauline A. Schneider
Stanley Schurgin
Dr. Frederick* and Peri Schuyler
Diane E. Seeger
Sandra and David Sellers
Erin Shannon
Ambassador 

Mattie R. Sharpless
Kathleen Sheehan
Sylvia Shenk
Stephanie Shipp
Patrick Simien and Vicki Moore

Luann S. Sinclair
Mary and Charles Sjoquist
James A. Smailes
Pamela Brown Smith
Kate Snyder
Lynne and Jim Sprung
Janet Stanley
Rochelle Steinberg (Shellie)
Donald R. and Dorothy T. Stone
Susan and John Sturc
Barbara and David Swan
Martha and David Swanson
Paula S. Thiede and 

C. Wakefield Martin
Dennis and Rosalind Thomas
Deborah Thompson
Dr. Adrienne Thompson Brown
Mr. Al Thompson and 

Ms. Carol Michaelsen
Patricia Thorne
Barry and Helene Toiv
Juergen Tooren
Rita C. Toscano
Darrell Totman
Roger and Elizabeth Trangsrud
Ms. Jennifer A. Vasiloff
Lyman G. Van Nostrand
Steve VernaGeoffrey and 

Susan Vincent
Ms. Maria Wagner
Michael Waldman & Linda Coe
Howard Walgren and Lee Allen
Julie A. Walker
Pamela Walker
Lillian Watkins
Rosemary D. Weller*
Linda and Steve Weltz
Drs. Ann and Stephan* Werner
George and Patti White
Helen White and Andy Leighton
Greg and Mary Whiteman
Susan Wiener
Bernetta and Kevin Williams
Jean and Sam Williams
Larry and Patti Williams/Pride
J. David Willson
Beverly and Chris With
Beth and John Wright
David Young
Victor Zitel
Joel and Pamela Zingeser

* Deceased

Legend:
Ovation Circle 

$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle 

$50,000 – 99,999
Benefactor’s Circle 

$25,000 – 49,999
Leadership Circle 

$15,000 – 24,999
President’s Circle 

$10,000 – 14,999
Producer’s Circle 

$6,000 – 9,999
Director’s Circle 

$3,000 – 5,999
Playwright’s Circle 

$1,500 – 2,999
Lead: $700 – 1,499
Supporting Role: $350 – 699

We endeavor to provide a 
complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. 
However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the 
Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also 
grateful to the thousands 
of other contributors to 
Arena Stage.

Anna K. Behrensmeyer
Sue Benson 
Carl and Courtney Bergeron
Robert C. and Elissa B. Bernius
Dava Berkman
Tom Blackburn
Marc Blakeman
Elizabeth L. Blakeslee
Gretta Blatner
Richard and Eleanor Bochner
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borsuk
Anne Boyden
Ms. Carolyn Broussard
Harold R. Bucholtz
Patricia and Mike Burke
Leslie Calman and 

Jane Gruenebaum
Ms. Patricia Carter
Henry Chamberlain and 

Lisa Burns
Jo Ann Chin
Ken and Lynne Cline
Francis and Terry Coates
The Manny and Ruthy Cohen 

Foundation
Brian Cooke
Deanna K. Dawson
Nancy Dawson
Don Douglas and 

Carolyne Weil*
Sue Duncan and Leo Fisher
Mrs. Elizabeth Edgeworth
Dr. James Ellzy and 

Mr. Francis O’Malley
David and Ana Evans
Isaac Evans
Gary Felser
Edmund Fleet
Amy C. Gilbert
Kari Gissel
Mark* and Sara Goldberg
Bob Gronenberg
Tim and Norene Guilford
Jack E. Hairston Jr.
Robert and Carol Hall
Chris Harris
Mr. Lars Hanson and 

Ms. Rosanne LeVitre
Ms. Margaret Hennessey
Shawn C. Helm and 

J. Thomas Marchitto
Jessica Hirschorn and 

Henry Howard, Jr.
Clarence G. Hoop
Paul and Bonnie Hopler 
Drew Huffman
Patricia Jackman and 

Stephen L. John
Martha L. Kahn and 

Simeon M. Kriesberg 
L. Kempner
Eugene M. Lang Foundation
Richard and Cecilia Larkin
Elaine R. Leavenworth
Drew Lebby and 

Wendy Schwartz
Elizabeth C. Lee
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
Albert L. and Doris M. Lindquist
Mrs. E. Kathleen Linville

Jim and Sharon Lowe
Kenneth C. and 

Elizabeth M. Lundeen
Captain Lory Manning 

USN (RET)
Joanne S. Martin
Lou Mazeway
Sarah McMeans
David Mitchell
Robin Mockenhaupt and 

Ralph Popp
Steve and Sylvia Moore
Stephen H. Morris and 

Jill L. Clark
Carol Mucha
Donald and Lynne Myers
Jeffrey Neal and Kevin Loeffler
William and Louisa Newlin
John and Carol Noble
R. Frances O’Brien and 

Stephen Flott
Stan Peabody
Scott Pearson
Liz Pennisi and Matt Butcher
Anne E. Peret
Judy Perry, Col (USAF Retired)
Randy and Kathy Pherson
Toby Port and Jeffrey Ahl
Whayne and Ursula Quin
Carroll Quinn
Clyde Relick and Julie Davis
Christopher Robinson
June A. Rogul
Charles Rohe
Herbert and Nancy Rosenthal
Helen Ross
Dr. Bernard and Louise Rostker
Trina and Lee Rubenstein
Alan and Florence Salisbury
Jean Sammon
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Patricia Stonesifer and Michael 

Kinsley
Judi and Richard Sugarman
Dr. Sheila Taube
Elizabeth and Jerome Teles
Ryan Neels Terry and Louis Loh
Douglas Trainum in memory of 

Peggy Laves Trainum
Dr. Carolyn Peoples Veiga
Roger and Diane Warin 
Cameron and Susan 

Weiffenbach
Deborah V. Weinstein
Robert Wilson

SUPPORTING ROLE
Anonymous (11)
Susan Absher
Hon. Frank and 

Mrs. Antoinette Almaguer
David E. Andelman
Tonia and Scott Anderson
Victoria Arana
Betty Arbuckle and 

Chuck Taylor
Ramona Arnett
Ronald Bailey and 

Pamela Friedman
Marion S. Ballard

Mary Barton and 
Beth Biegelsen

Janet and David Batlan 
Ted Bean and Kathy Brown
John and Sylvia Benoit
Alex Bogdanovsky and 

Elena Shtern
Amy Bogdon and 

Robert Kornfeld
Nettie Bouchie
Randall A. Bowman
Cynthia Boyer*
Sandra Bremer and Al Mears
Valerie Briggs and Peter Kelley
Hazel Broadnax
Diane Brown
Richard Allen Brown
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Brittle
Yvette Benton Bullock
S. M. Bumbrey
Cynthia Bunton
David M. and Susan F. Burke 
Avery Burns
Donna Butts and William Libro
Sandra and Paul Byrne
Marni Byrum and 

Martha McQuade
John Cahill
Jason and Ashley Campbell
Maria Carmona
Carla Cartwright
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Carty
Cecilia M. Chandler
Allayne and Brian Chappelle
Richard G. and Niki K. Chavez
Jeffrey Clark 
William and Louise Cleveland
Rese Cloyd
Jane Cohen
Michael P. Cohen
Ann C. Cole
Brian Collins
John and Sheila Compton
James and Ann Connell
Dawn Cooke
Mr. Damon Cordom
Debora J. Cottrell
Paul and Barbara Couture
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Currie
Laura and Mike Cutler
L. H. Daniel, MD
Christian Daubert and 

Melvin Murphy
Gail Davenport
Zdenek V. David
Laurie Davis and Joe Sellers
Stephen A. Dean
Yumiko DeCarli
Cynthia J. Decker
Lisa and Tony Delity
Mr. and Mrs. Michael DeNardo
Dr. Terri Dickerson and 

Colonel (Ret) Kevin Hawkins
Antonio Diez and 

Maria-Manuela S. Diez
Althea Dixon
Kimberly Dixon

Water B. Doggett III and 
Joanne Doggett

Edward Donahue, III
David Dunn
Teddie Dyson
Josef and Vera C Dvorak
Jerome Edwards
Barbara Elkus and Roger Poore
Ann Elliott
Evelyn and Barry Epstein
Ralph and Gwendolyn Everett
Catherine Fadel
Jill A. Fields
Ben Finzel and Mark Pimble
Angelo Fiorenza
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Phyllis and Marc Fleischaker
Cathy and Donald Fogel
Heather Foley
Mr. Gary Fontaine
David Frantz
Douglas Freeman
Allan D. Friedman
Bob Fugate
Catherine Gahres and 

James Woolford
Paul Gamble
Wynn Gambrill
Natwar Gandhi
Mr. and Mrs. James Gentle
Dr. Kirk Geter
Richard Gervase and 

Stuart Delery
Jane Glickman and 

Charles Sacks
Maggie Godbold and 

Steve Bershader
James and JoAnn Goedert
Paula S. Goldman
Martha Goldstone
Gerry and Alan Graham
Ruth B. Gramlich
Brad Gray and Helen Darling
Madi Green, in 

memory of Duff Green III
Maxine Green
Cindy and Phil Grisdela
Karen T. Grisez
Sue Guenther
Frank Guzzetta and 

Paul Manville
Dr. Marlene Haffner
Daniel and Therisia Hall
Bonnie and 

Alan Hammerschlag
Betsy A. Harris
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Harris
Brenda Hawkins
Laurie Hayden
Rachel Hecht
Cynthia Heckmann
James Heegeman
Bert Helfinstein and 

Margaret Rodenberg
Connie Heller
Paul R. Henderson
Paul Herman and 

Karen Goldman
Jill Herscot
Mr. Jonathan A. Herz

THANK YOU THANK YOU
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THANK YOU
OUR INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
The vital support Arena Stage receives from many institutions makes our work possible. We thank those 
institutions who have generously donated $1,500 or more to our Annual Fund campaign this year. This list 
represents supporters as of January 31, 2024.

OVATION CIRCLE

Anonymous 

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE

Share Fund

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

deLaski Family Foundation
William S. Abell Foundation
William H. Donner Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Anonymous
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation, Inc.
Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for 

the Performing Arts

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Alice Shaver Foundation
ArentFox Schiff
BakerHostetler LLP
Central Parking System
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
Comcast NBC Universal
The Davis/Dauray Family Fund
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Hattie M. Strong Foundation 
Mars Foundation
S&R Evermay
Southwest Business Improvement District
Venable Foundation

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
The Bernstein Companies
Dimick Foundation
England Family Foundation
Freedom Forum
Friends of Southwest DC
Graham Holdings Company
Hoffman Madison Waterfront
JBG Smith Cares
The Morgan Fund at Seattle Foundation
The Nora Roberts Foundation
Samueli Foundation
The Reef Team of TTR Sotheby’s

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
The Howard and Geraldine Polinger Foundation
Potomac Law Group, PLLC
Wawa Foundation

Legend:
Ovation Circle……………$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle………..$50,000-$99,999
Benefactor’s Circle......$25,000-$49,999
Leadership Circle.........$15,000-$24,999
President’s Circle.........$10,000-$14,999
Producer’s Circle..........$5,000-$9,999
Director’s Circle............$2,500-$4,999
Playwright’s Circle....... $1,500-$2,499

We endeavor to provide a complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the Development Department at 
202-600-4177.

PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATIONPHILANTHROPIC FOUNUNDDATATIOIONN
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THEATER STAFF
AUDIENCE SERVICES
Director, Audience Services.............Andrew Rampy
House Managers......................Ric Birch, Bruce Perry
Parking........................................................................ SP Plus

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE & 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Director, Business Intelligence  
and Information Systems...................... Rich Johnson
System Administrator........................................Brian Oh
Business Intelligence and 
Tessitura Lead Consultant.....................Sabrina Clark
IS Help Desk..............................................Eddie Wieland

EARNED REVENUE
Director, Earned Revenue........................ Isaac Evans
Earned Revenue Assistant.............. Sabrina Zillinger
Lead Manager, Sales.................... Jessica Comstock
Managers, Sales.......................................Caroline Hunt,  

Marion Levy Qualls
Lead Group Sales Associate.................. Donald Jolly
Group Sales Associate.................Brandon Ferguson
Lead Sales Associate........................ Aaron Hutchens
Sales Associates.............Mary Ann Anderson-Garlic  

Keshaun Connor, Hannah Damanka, 
Maggie Dishong, Meg Karch, 

Olivia Martin
Manager,  
Events and Rentals..........................Chrystal Vaughan
Lead Events 
and Rentals Associate.............................Trevor Haren
Events and Rentals Associate................Aisha Noma
Lead Manager, 
Retail Operations...................................... Jody Barasch
Lead Bartender..........................................Erika Wallace
Bartenders................. Edwin Cortez, Greg Gonzales, 

Kaitlyn Sakry, Brad Teague

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Director, Marketing 
& Communications.............................Elizabeth Hawks
Associate Director, Marketing 
and Communications..................... Ryan Impagliazzo 
Manager, Digital and 
Social Media................................................. Juliana Avery
Manager, Email and 
Digital Content......................................... Clare Lockhart
Lead Associate, 
Public Relations............................ Anastasia St. Hilaire
Junior Multimedia Designer........... Kristopher Ingle
Marketing and Media Fellow................Destiny King*
Graphic Design Fellow.......................Darien Mitchell*

PRODUCTION
Director of Production..............................Robert Hand
Production Manager.............................. Trevor A. Riley
Assistant Production 
Manager..................................................Rachel Crawford

STAGE MANAGEMENT
Resident Production 
Stage Manager......................................Christi B. Spann

SCENIC
Interim Technical Director........................Travis Smith
Associate Technical Director................Clare Cawley
Charge Scenic Artist...........................................Li Qiang
Stage Supervisor.................................... Hannah Martin
Carpenters.................................................Erick Boscana, 

Matthew Grisdela, Julia Junghans, 
Max Marshall, Logan McDowell, 

Frank Miller

PROPERTIES
Properties Director..............................Jennifer Sheetz
Associate Properties Director...... Jonathan Borgia
Head Props Artisan........................................Niell DuVal
Props Artisan..............................................Kyle Handziak
Props Assistants.....  Erica Feidelseit, Alekx Shines

LIGHTS
Lighting Supervisor.................................Paul Villalovoz 
Assistant Lighting Supervisor..................Olivia Rudd
Electricians...............Scott Folsom, Kelsey Swanson
Lighting Fellow.......................................... Indigo Garcia*

SOUND
Sound and Video Supervisor.............Brian Burchett
Master Sound and Video 
Technician...................................Timothy M. Thompson
Sound Technicians...............................Lex Allenbaugh, 

Alex Cloud

COSTUMES
Costume Director......................Joseph P. Salasovich
Associate Costume Director...................Cierra Coan
Drapers.......................... Erika Krause, Carol Ramsdell
First Hands......................................Michele Macadaeg, 

Elizabeth “Liz” Spilsbury
Craftsperson..............................................Deborah Nash
Wardrobe Supervisors.......................Adelle Gresock,  

Alice Hawfield
Wigs, Hair, and  
Makeup Supervisor...................................Jaime Bagley

*2023/24 Class of the Allen Lee Hughes 
BIPOC Fellowship Program

THEATER STAFF
Artistic Director.........................................Hana S. Sharif 
Executive Producer....................................Edgar Dobie
Founding Director..............................Zelda Fichandler 

(1924-2016)
Founding Executive
Director......................................... Thomas C. Fichandler 

(1915-1997)
Artistic Director
Emeritus.............................................................Molly Smith

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT
Associate Artistic Director...................Teresa Sapien
Senior Artistic Producer....................Reggie D. White
Literary Manager...........................Otis C. Ramsey-Zöe
Artistic Associate, Casting.................Joseph Pinzon
Artistic Development 
Coordinator............................................Melissa Singson
Dramaturg..................................................Jocelyn Clarke
Artistic Development Fellow........ Vanessa Dalpiaz*
Current Commissioned Writers........The Bengsons, 

Lee Cataluna, Kia Corthron, 
Lady Dane Figueroa Edidi, 

Emily Feldman, Idris Goodwin, 
Caleen Sinnette Jennings, Deepak Kumar, 
Octavio Solis, Vera Starbard, Cheryl West, 
 Lauren Yee, Karen Zacarías, Zack Zadek

ADMINISTRATION
Chief Financial Officer/ 
Corporate Treasurer................................Joe Berardelli
Chief of Staff..................................................... Alison Irvin
Controller......................................................John Monnett
Executive Assistant....................Hannah Viedermann
Staff Accountant............................................. Chris Murk
Human Resources Assistant.................... Tyra Picazo
Human Resources Consultant...................JobMorph
Capitol Projects Consultant......RenTec Consulting
Accounting Associates............................Mark Runion, 

Matthew Paige
Auditors............................ Bormel, Grice & Huyett, P.A.
Legal Counsel...............................ArentFox Schiff LLP; 

Kramer Levin Robbins Russell

BUILDING OPERATIONS
Interim Operations/ 
Facilities Manager.................................Keaun Windear
Maintenance Assistant................................Tevin Smith
Porter.......................................................... Lawrence Wise
Stage Door Attendant.................................Kay Rogers 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Director of Community 
Engagement..................................Sean-Maurice Lynch
Director of Education...........................Ashley Forman
School Programs Manager.......Rebecca Campana
Community Programs Manager..........Mauricio Pita
Training Programs Manager............................ Zoë Hall
Community Engagement 
Programming Coordinator...............Kayla A. Warren
School Programs 
Fellow....................................Jazmyn Ja'Net Roberson*

DEVELOPMENT
Chief Development Officer ...............Ryan E. Merkel
Director of 
Institutional Relations.............Shayla Hines-Graham
Director of Development Operations 
and Events.......................................................Maria Corso
Director of 
Strategic Philanthropy..................R. Wesley Meekins
Associate Director of Institutional 
Communications..........................................Abigail Cady
Corporate Sponsorships 
Manager........................................................ Charity Harris
Membership Manager...........................Lauren Lopaty
Gift Planning Specialist.................................Maya Weil
Development Operations and 
Events Specialist...................................... Casey Radner
Strategic Philanthropy 
Assistant......................................................Kiana Livingston
Membership Assistant................................Oscar León
Development Fellow.....................................Mina Sollars*

GENERAL MANAGEMENT
General Manager.............................................Alicia Sells
Associate General 
Manager......................................... Katharine Templeton
Company Manager........................................Trisha Hein
Assistant Company Manager....................Bowen Fox
General and Production 
Management Coordinator...................Jenna Murphy
General and Company 
Management Fellow.........................Alexandra Lopez*

AUDIENCE SERVICES, BUSINESS 
INTELLIGENCE & INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS, EARNED REVENUE, 
MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Chief Marketing & Strategy Officer, 
Vice President............................................ Shonali Burke
Administrative Coordinator & 
Executive Assistant......................Connor Muldowney



COMING UP NEXT

UNKNOWN 
SOLDIER
BOOK BY DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
MUSIC BY MICHAEL FRIEDMAN
LYRICS BY MICHAEL FRIEDMAN AND DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
DIRECTED BY TRIP CULLMAN
BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH HUNTER ARNOLD

MARCH 29 — MAY 5


