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NEXT AT 
ARENA STAGE
TEMPESTUOUS ELEMENTS
BY KIA CORTHRON
DIRECTED BY PSALMAYENE 24
FEBRUARY 16 — MARCH 17

UNKNOWN SOLDIER
BOOK BY DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
MUSIC BY MICHAEL FRIEDMAN
LYRICS BY MICHAEL FRIEDMAN 
AND DANIEL GOLDSTEIN
DIRECTED BY TRIP CULLMAN
BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH HUNTER ARNOLD
MARCH 29 — MAY 5

THE MIGRATION: 
REFLECTIONS ON JACOB LAWRENCE
BY STEP AFRIKA!
JUNE 6 — JULY 14 Tempestuous Elements and Unknown Soldier illustrations 

by Loveis Wise. The Migration photo by William Perrigen.
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Arena Stage is built on the land of the Piscataway people of the 
Algonquin-speaking tribes, as well as the lands of the Native American 

people of the greater Anacostia, Potomac, and Tidewater regions.

ARTISTICALLY SPEAKING
Designing a season is one of the primary responsibilities — 

and greatest joys — of being an artistic director. Since 
arriving at Arena Stage last summer, the question 
I’ve been asked the most is, “What is my artistic 
vision for this historic institution?” Specifically, what 
kind of shows do I plan to program? What types of 
conversations do I want to curate? How do I hope 

to put our audience in community with each other? 
They’re excellent questions, and I am delighted to whet 

your appetite with a peek into my curatorial mind with 
this thrilling addition to the 2023/24 Season, Vinny DePonto’s 

captivating and illuminating work in Mindplay. 

With a genre of storytelling that tests the limits of our minds and our memory, 
Mindplay revels in our essential need to contextualize our thoughts and reveals 
the breadth of the collective human experience. As Vinny stated, “It’s not a 
magic show, but it is magical.”

Since first being drawn to Vinny’s work as a mentalist, I have admired his ability 
to tap into our most sacred hopes, secret dreams, and quiet vulnerabilities. In 
exploring his creations, I find myself more connected, more porous, and more 
able to see beyond the masks we wear, glimpsing, if only briefly, at the rich inner 
life of those around me.

Vinny’s unique storytelling delves into essential questions about the mind — how 
it honors and uplifts, protects, and distorts, begging us to, in turn, ask ourselves: 
What is the human impulse to reach toward magic, and how do we find magic 
in the everyday? These threads are woven throughout Mindplay, inviting us to 
contemplate the unknowable profundity of our own consciousness.

In recent years, we have collectively been reminded of the power of community 
and the importance of direct interaction. Here, the audience can not only 
interact with each other but also with the art and the artist. Mindplay is a 
testament to the magic that happens when we come together in shared spaces, 
exploring the depths of our humanity.

Tonight, let us embark on a journey into the mind, where our memories are 
unearthed, and the boundaries of our understanding are pushed. Thank you for 
joining us; may you leave unburdened from your thoughts and basking in the 
subtle magic of everyday moments. 

Hana S. Sharif 
Artistic Director

ARENA STAGE MISSION
Arena Stage is the voice of 
American theater resident in 
our nation’s capital. Focused on 
American artists, our productions 
are innovative and representative 
of stories from across the country. 
We nurture new plays and 
reimagine classics. We celebrate 
our democracy and diversity 
through a multitude of voices in 
our productions and community 
engagement programs to inspire 
people to action. We produce 
all that is passionate, exuberant, 
profound, entertaining, deep and 
dangerous in the American spirit.

Photo by Nic Lehoux courtesy of Bing Thom Architects.
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Proudly Shaping 
the Local Landscape

Arena Stage 
Washington, DC

Magic, memories, and a mentalist. Welcome to Mindplay, a 
timely addition to Arena’s 2023/24 Season. These three “M”s 

represent superpowers we all need to be exposed to these 
days. We stepped into the 2023 winter holiday season with 
Step Afrika!’s Magical Musical Holiday Step Show, and now 
we enter 2024 with magic of a different kind. 

For some, you might be thinking this is a departure from 
Arena’s usual fare. On the contrary, Arena has welcomed 

many artists to grace our stages with unique theatrical 
performance art. In addition to many serious-minded 

one-person pieces, such as Kathleen Turner’s incredible 
performances in Red Hot Patriot and The Year of Magical Thinking, 

Jeanne Sakata’s powerful Hold These Truths, and the wonderful Benjamin Scheuer’s 
The Lion, Arena has hosted several pieces exploring improvisation and physical humor 
that keeps audiences on their toes and their minds alive.

Going way back, the comedy duo Monteith and Rand performed in the Kreeger in the 
1982/83 and 1983/84 Seasons. They [John Montieth and Suzanne Rand] mixed comedy 
skits with improvisation, delighting audiences. Bill Irwin is a producer, a director, and 
famously known as a physical actor who many may recall from their childhood as 
Mr. Noodle. In 1985, the Kreeger stage witnessed his one-man piece The Regard of 
Flight, which made him one of America’s most well-known clowns. Another physical 
performer, Avner the Eccentric, shared his brand of comedy, clowning, and magic 
with Arena audiences in 1986 and 1992. All were Broadway successes for these shows 
and established careers in a variety of performance types. Mindplay has legitimate 
ambitions in this regard.

Arena Stage’s vision is to galvanize the transformative power of theater to understand 
who we are as Americans. Vinny DePonto adds his name to the notable list of artists 
with performances that expand beyond a plot-focused technique to help us open our 
minds and hearts to new ways of thinking. Realism is an important part of storytelling 
and yet the value of live performance is a joint experience in gathering. Moments are 
amplified by the sweat, breath, and presence of both those on the stage and in the 
house. Looking into our minds and memories builds a path toward understanding. 
Theatrical storytelling has many forms, and this beautiful Kogod Cradle is living up to 
its name, cradling us as we explore different dimensions.

The human mind is a fascinating subject. Just what do we give away with our 
comments, our movements, our laughter? We may pride ourselves on being hard to 
read even as we are unknowingly giving clues out freely.

You may be in for a new experience today, truly making a unique connection between 
audience and performer—unless you have seen Mindplay before and are back for more, 
in which case don’t share any secrets!

Prepare to be energized.

 
 

Edgar Dobie 
Executive Producer 
President of the Corporation

FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRODUCER



8 2023/24 SEASON

A NOTE FROM VINNY DEPONTO

THE MIND 
IS A FUNNY PLACE
“ If we could recall everything, we would be as incapacitated 
as if we could not recall at all; a condition to remember is 
that we must forget.” —William James

The mind is a funny place. And it is. A place, that is.

There is this technique called the “memory palace” that can be used to help 
us store a lot of things inside of our minds. You picture places that look like 
places you’ve been, where you can tuck away memories, stories, ideas, and 
many other things. You can use that mental image as sort of a map to hide 
and retrieve these things.

The Greek poet Simonides created this technique. One evening, moments 
after leaving a party, he watched the building he’d just exited collapse, 
crushing everyone inside beyond recognition. He was later able to recall 
the layout of the entire room and in doing so, the exact location of each 
person, helping families locate their lost loved ones. Through this tragedy, 
he discovered that by imagining a physical space, he could carefully arrange 
images inside of it and remember enormous amounts of information. Also, 
he probably never went to another party again.

These palaces can be old like that bowling alley you used to go to as a 
kid. Or they can be sprawling and full of cat hair like your Aunt’s house. Or 
they can be cozy like your childhood bedroom. Or they can be tidy like your 
Mom’s kitchen. Someone once stuffed 70,000 digits of pi in their pantry. 
That’s a lotta pi.

Our memories are pillars on which we base our reality. They help us navigate 
the world—but sometimes we get stuck inside them. I have many palaces in 
my head; this is but one of them.

Let’s party.
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Mindplay photo of Vinny DePonto by Jeff Lorch.



ENJOYING THE SHOW?
We seeing your experience at Arena 

on social media! Give us a follow, like, or tag 
and we’ll you back! 

TAG US:
 /arenastage

 @arenastage

 @arenastage

 @arenastage

TALK ABOUT US:
#ArenaMindplay #ArenaStage 

#ArenaStageDC #DCTheatre #ACreativeDC

WIFI NETWORK:  ArenaGuest PASSWORD:  arenaguest
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The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
Please turn off all electronic devices, unless using specifically for 

GalaPro closed captioning service.

Associate Lighting Designer .................................................................................EDGAR ALAMO
Production Assistants .....................................................................................................TIFFANY KO, 

MARGARET WARNER
Crew .................................................................................................................................RYAN PHILLIPS
Stage Carpenters .....................................................................................................MAX MARSHALL
Light Board Operator ............................................................................................ SCOTT FOLSOM, 

KELSEY SWANSON
Assistant to the Lighting Designer ................................................................... INDIGO GARCIA
Audio Engineer .................................................................................................................ALEX CLOUD
Wardrobe Supervisor ...................................................................................... TYQURIA FOUNTAIN

FOR THIS PRODUCTION

ENJOY ON-SITE 
PARKING

Go from your car seat to 
your theater seat with ease 
by reserving parking in our 
on-site garage. Book now 

to secure your spot!

RESERVE PARKING — AND SAVE!

ARENASTAGE.ORG/PARKING
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WHO’S WHO

CREATIVE
 VINNY DEPONTO (Creator, 

Playwright & Performer) 
The work of theatre-maker 
and mentalist Vinny 
DePonto uses a 
combination of 
psychological tricks, visual 

art, and immersive storytelling. His off-
Broadway show Charlatan was nominated 
for a Drama Desk Award for “Unique 
Theatrical Experience.” He is also a 
member of the Bessie Award–winning 
theatre group Third Rail Projects. His solo 
work has been presented by Ars Nova, 
American Conservatory Theater, American 
Repertory Theater at Harvard, and The 
Orchard Project. In addition to his live 
performances, DePonto’s consulting work 
was featured in the most recent 
production of Angels in America on 
Broadway, in Lincoln Center’s Ghostlight, 
and in hit television shows on the 
Discovery Channel, NBC, and Netflix. He 
enjoys burrata, colorful socks, and your 
deep, dark secrets. He currently lives in 
upstate New York. @VinnyDePonto

JOSH KOENIGSBERG (Playwright) Josh 
Koenigsberg is a Drama Desk–nominated 
playwright and screenwriter. His work 
has been produced at Ars Nova, Atlantic 
Theater Company, The Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe, Naked Angels, The Old 
Vic, Primary Stages, The Public Theater, 
Second Stage Theater, SPACE on Ryder 
Farm, Theatre Row, Williamstown Theater 
Festival, The 24 Hour Plays/Musicals, and 
more. Josh’s plays include Al’s Business 
Cards, Dance Lessons, The Mnemonist 
of Dutchess County—all published by 
Samuel French—as well as Herman 
Kline’s Midlife Crisis, The Rise and Fall 
of Marcus Monroe, Charlatan starring 
award-winning mentalist Vinny DePonto, 
and VROOM VROOM, which he adapted 
and directed as an Audible Original 

series. Josh has written screenplays 
for Disney, Hulu, Lionsgate, Netflix, and 
Paramount, among others. TV/Film credits 
include the Emmy–winning series Orange 
Is the New Black (Netflix/Lionsgate), 
High Fidelity (Hulu/ABC Signature), and 
Secret Headquarters (Paramount/Jerry 
Bruckheimer Films). Josh is currently 
writing the film adaptation of the popular 
videogame Mega Man for Netflix and 
Chernin Entertainment. His burrito recipe 
“Josh’s Famous Burritos” is published by 
The New York Times.

ANDREW NEISLER (Director) Andrew 
Neisler is a Georgia-raised, New 
York-based theatre maker, director, 
and producer with a passion for joy-
forward, laughter-filled, queer-affirming 
art, as well as a deepening interest in 
ecological theatre that works to restore 
our connection with the Earth. Select 
directing credits include the immersive 
nightclub show Another Rose for Virgin 
Voyages, the critically acclaimed musical 
Folk Wandering which he also co-authored 
with playwright Jaclyn Backhaus (Pipeline 
Theatre Company), the world premiere of 
César Alvarez’s The Elementary Spacetime 
Show (Philadelphia’s FringeArts Curated 
Series), New York Times Critic’s Pick 
Clown Bar (The Box), and Drama Desk–
nominated Charlatan (Ars Nova). He has 
developed new projects with The Public 
Theater, New York Theatre Workshop, 
Ars Nova, Playwrights Horizons, HERE 
Arts Center, Primary Stages, Ensemble 
Studio Theatre, Williamstown Theatre 
Festival, NYU, University of the Arts, 
Colgate University, Williams College, and 
more. He is a co-Founder and Creative 
Director of the arts incubation company 
Fresh Ground Pepper (www.fgpnyc.com), 
where he has cultivated over 750 artists 
in a series of development opportunities, 
residencies, and retreats over the past 
12 years. He is currently serving as the 
Interim Associate Artistic Director at Ars 
Nova. www.andrew-neisler.com

rentals@arenastage.org  |  arenastage.org/rentals

BOOK YOUR NEXT CELEBRATION 
AT THE MEAD CENTER

ART  |  DANCE  |  THEATER  |  MUSIC  |  WRITING  |  AND MORE!

MULTI-ARTS SUMMER DAY CAMP
WHERE COMMUNITY AND ART MAKE MAGIC

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AGES 8 – 15

LEARN MORE AT ARENASTAGE.ORG/CAMP

3-WEEK SESSION
July 1 – 19

2-WEEK SESSION
July 22 – August 2

Hosted at 
Georgetown Visitation

https://www.instagram.com/VinnyDePonto/
http://www.fgpnyc.com
http://www.andrew-neisler.com
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WHO’S WHO WHO’S WHO
EVA PRICE (Producer) is an Olivier, Emmy, 
and Tony award-winner and ACLU Honoree. 
Broadway: & Juliet; Jagged Little Pill (2 
Tony Awards); Oklahoma! (Best Musical 
Revival); Mr. Saturday Night; Tina: The 
Tina Turner Musical; What the Constitution 
Means to Me; Angels in America (Best 
Play Revival); Dear Evan Hansen (Best 
Musical); On Your Feet!; Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons on Broadway!; Peter and 
the Starcatcher (5 Tony Awards); Colin 
Quinn Long Story Short (directed by Jerry 
Seinfeld); Annie; The Merchant of Venice 
starring Al Pacino; Carrie Fisher’s Wishful 
Drinking; The Addams Family; as well as 
several solo shows and concerts starring 
The Temptations & the Four Tops; Kathy 
Griffin; Lewis Black; and Hershey Felder. 
Off-Broadway and touring: Titanique (off-
Broadway world premiere); Sanctuary City; 
Cruel Intentions: The ‘90s Musical; Found; 
The Lion; Small Mouth Sounds; The Hip Hop 
Nutcracker (Emmy Award for PBS Special); 
The Magic School Bus Live!; and Ella.

NINA GOODHEART (Associate Director) 
Nina Goodheart (she/her) Director, 
producer, and co-founder of Good Apples 
Collective. Recently: Wakeman (TBD 
Theatricals, Jenn Grinels), Gabriel Byrne’s 
Walking with Ghosts (Broadway, resident 
director), cityscrape (world premiere, 
Sophie McIntosh), before the flood 
(world premiere, Emily Bice). Previously: 
American Repertory Theater, Broadway’s 
Jagged Little Pill, Climan Producing. BA 
Yale. ninagoodheart.com

SIBYL WICKERSHEIMER (Scenic Designer) 
Sibyl’s interests span design for live 
performance, installations, exhibitions, and 
design for mental health care initiatives. 
Her foundation as a theatrical set designer 
led Sibyl to co-author the book Scene Shift: 
U.S. Set Designers in Conversation with 
scenographer Maureen Weiss, published 
by Routledge/Taylor & Francis in August 
of 2022. Sibyl has designed for theatrical 
stages across the country, including A.C.T., 
Theatre for a New Audience, Steppenwolf 

Theatre, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
Lookingglass Theatre Company, Seattle 
Rep, Portland Center Stage, and Woolly 
Mammoth Theatre Company. In the L.A. 
area, she has designed at Kirk Douglas 
Theatre, Geffen Playhouse, South Coast 
Repertory, The Industry, Circle X Theatre 
Co., A Noise Within, The Actors’ Gang, and 
many more. Unique projects have included 
art installations in SoCal art galleries, Eric 
Idle’s What About Dick? (Orpheum/Netflix), 
and the stage for the daily giant dinosaur 
puppet performances at the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles. Sibyl is 
also an Associate Professor at USC in the 
School of Dramatic Arts.

PABLO SANTIAGO (Lighting Designer) 
Pablo Santiago is a Mexican American 
lighting designer. Born in Chiapas, 
Mexico, Pablo moved to the United States 
as a teenager and studied filmmaking 
at University of California, San Diego. 
After spending fifteen years working on 
major motion pictures, Pablo returned 
to school to earn his M.F.A. in Theatrical 
Lighting Design from UCLA. He is the 
winner of the Richard E. Sherwood Award 
and Stage Raw Award. His most recent 
work was seen at LA Opera on the West 
Coast premiere of Omar. Pablo is proud 
to have long standing collaborations 
with many great artists including James 
Darrah (Breaking the Waves), Ellen Reid 
(Pulitzer Prize winner p r i s m), José 
Luis Valenzuela (Destiny of Desire and 
Macbeth), Missy Mazzoli (Proving Up), Bill 
Rauch (Mother Road), Patricia McGregor 
(Skeleton Crew, Place, and Good Grief), 
Ted Hearne (Place), Adam Rigg (The 
Lord of Cries), and Yuval Sharon (War of 
the Worlds and Die Walküre). Pablo has 
designed for companies such as Santa 
Fe Opera, Geffen Playhouse, and Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival. Some of the 
amazing venues he has worked at include 
Theatro Municipal São Paulo, Kennedy 
Center, BAM Harvey Theater, Goodman 
Theatre, Denver Center for the Performing 
Arts, and Arena Stage in DC.

EVERETT ELTON BRADMAN (Sound 
Designer) Everett Elton Bradman’s 2021-
2022 composer/sound designer credits 
include world premieres (Lear at Cal 
Shakes), West Coast premieres (TRAYF 
at Geffen Playhouse), audio dramas 
(Aurora Theater Company’s The Bluest 
Eye), student productions (UC Riverside’s 
Red Oleanders), Zoom theater (Actors 
Theatre’s Romeo & Juliet: Louisville 2020), 
podcasts (Z Space/Word for Word’s 
Retablos trilogy), filmed theater (San 
Francisco Playhouse’s [hieroglyph]), 
hybrid visual/audio (New Conservatory 
Theatre Center’s Interlude), and outdoor 
performances (Oakland Theater Project’s 
The Waste Land). Other recent adventures 
include teaching a sound design class 
and co-writing a musical for Bay Area 
Children’s Theatre and The Rose Theater 
in Omaha, Nebraska. Stop by and say 
hello at eltonsounds.com!

AUDREY LASTAR (Costume Design 
Consultant) Audrey Lastar, a costume 
creative, hails from San Diego and is 
currently head of costumes at the Geffen 
Playhouse. She has been a member of 
the Geffen for five years and has worked 
on several shows including Mysterious 
Circumstances and Skintight, to name a 
few. Previously she was head of wardrobe 
for national tours including Cabaret and 
Finding Neverland. Other credits around 
the country include time at Arizona 
Broadway Theater (AZ), Arizona Theatre 
Company (AZ), Atlas Performing Arts 
Center (DC), Adventure Theatre MTC (MD), 
Imagination Stage (MD), and many others. 
She is thrilled to be part of this team and 
is thankful for her crew and her dog Lady 
for all her love and support.

SARAH LINDSLEY (Costume Design 
Consultant) Sarah Lindsley is the 
Costume Shop Supervisor for the 
Geffen Playhouse. Previously, her Geffen 
credits include: Head of Wardrobe for 
Power Of Sail, Wardrobe on Mysterious 
Circumstances, and Wardrobe/Wigs for 

Key Largo and Black Super Hero Magic 
Mama. She was also Head of Wigs/
Assistant Costumes for the international 
tour of Finding Neverland: The Musical, 
Adjunct Professor at Pepperdine 
University, and costume designed three 
of their operas: Le nozze di Figaro, 
Die Fledermaus, and The Pirates of 
Penzance. During the pandemic, Sarah 
was commissioned by Pepperdine to 
illustrate the virtual operatic production 
of Cendrillon. You can see Sarah’s 
stitching work in American Horror Story: 
Roanoke, The Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter: Universal Studios Hollywood, 
Kanye West’s Saint Pablo Tour, Disney 
Channel, and more. She would like to 
thank her family and friends for being a 
constant well of inspiration, and a special 
thanks to her teammate, Audrey, for her 
continued support.

ENRICO DE LA VEGA (Creative Consultant) 
Creator, consultant, producer, designer, 
and director of magical effects and 
illusions for television, film, and live 
performances. From the stages of 
Coachella to the theaters of Las Vegas, 
from Netflix originals to the television 
specials of David Blaine; magicians, 
performers and productions across the 
globe have sought to have Enrico on their 
creative team.

AMY LEVINSON (Dramaturg) Amy is 
the Associate Artistic Director at the 
Geffen Playhouse. During her tenure 
at the Geffen, she has spearheaded 
numerous programs for commissioning 
and developing new plays. Dramaturgy 
credits include the commissions and 
world premieres of Donald Margulies’ 
Time Stands Still and Coney Island 
Christmas, Jane Anderson’s The Quality 
of Life and The Escort, Amanda Peet’s Our 
Very Own Carlin McCullough, and Michael 
Mitnick’s Mysterious Circumstances. Other 
dramaturgy credits include Actually, 
Invisible Tango, Extraordinary Chambers, 
Build, Equivocation, Joan Rivers: A Work 

https://www.ninagoodheart.com/
http://eltonsounds.com
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in Progress by a Life in Progress, Guards 
at the Taj, and Geffen Stayhouse virtual 
shows including Helder Guimarães’ 
The Present and The Future, and David 
Kwong’s Inside the Box. She holds an 
M.F.A. in Dramaturgy from the University 
of Massachusetts, Amherst.

GABRIELLE BRUNO (Stage Manager)
Gabrielle Bruno (she/her) is so excited 
to be working with Vinny again creating 
magic for the wonderful audiences at 
Arena Stage! Notable stage management 
and assistant stage management credits 
include Mindplay and Ava: the Secret 
Conversations at the Geffen Playhouse; 
A Raisin in the Sun at South Coast 
Repertory; Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 
are Dead, A Raisin in the Sun, Mrs. Warren’s 
Profession, A Christmas Carol, & Man of 
La Mancha at A Noise Within. She has 
also been the Production Manager of the 
Griffith Park Free Shakespeare Festival 
presented by Independent Shakespeare 
Co from 2021–2023. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre Arts from 
California State University, Northridge.

ARENA STAGE 
LEADERSHIP
HANA S. SHARIF (Artistic Director) has 
enjoyed a multi-faceted theater career, 
including roles as an artistic leader, 
director, playwright, and producer with a 
specialty in strategic and cross-functional 
leadership. Hana began her professional 
career as an undergraduate student at 
Spelman College. From 1997 to 2003, 
Hana served as the co-founder and 
Artistic Director of Nasir Productions, a 
theater dedicated to underrepresented 
voices challenging traditional structure. 
Hana joined the Tony® Award-winning 
regional theatre, Hartford Stage, in 
2003. During her decade- long tenure 

at Hartford Stage, Hana served as the 
Associate Artistic Director, Director of 
New Play Development, and Artistic 
Producer. Hana launched the new play 
development program, expanded the 
community engagement and civic 
discourse initiatives, and developed and 
produced Tony®, Grammy, Pulitzer, and 
Obie Award-winning shows. Starting in 
2012, she served as Program Manager 
at ArtsEmerson, a leading world 
theater company based at Boston's 
Emerson College. During her tenure at 
ArtsEmerson, Hana launched an Artists 
in Residency program, led a research 
program assessing barriers to inclusion 
across the region, and leveraged her 
regional theater experience to freelance 
produce for smaller theater companies 
looking to expand and restructure their 
administrative teams. Hana was Baltimore 
Center Stage's Associate Artistic Director 
from 2014 to 2019 and was the architect 
of the innovative CS Digital program: a 
platform that pushes the boundaries of 
traditional theater and looks at the nexus 
point between art and technology. Her 
other achievements at Baltimore Center 
Stage included prototyping the Mobile 
Unit focused on historically underserved 
audiences, strengthening community 
engagement, producing multiple world 
and regional premieres, and helping to 
guide the theater through a multi-million 
dollar building renovation and rebranding 
effort. Hana became the first Black woman 
to lead a major regional theater in 2018 
when she was named the Augustin Family 
Artistic Director of The Repertory Theatre 
of St. Louis. During her tenure at The Rep, 
Hana guided the organization through 
a strategic alignment, revolutionized 
the New Works program, expanding 
access to underserved communities, 
and centering equity and anti-racism as 
the organization's foundational values.
Hana holds a BA from Spelman College 
and an MFA from the University of 
Houston. Hana is the recipient of USITT's 
2023 Distinguished Achievement Award, 

Spelman's 2022 National Community 
Service Award, the 2009-10 Aetna New 
Voices Fellowship, EMC Arts Working Open 
Fellowship, and Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG) New Generations Fellowship. 
Hana is a founding member of The Black 
Theatre Commons (BTC). She serves on 
the board of directors for the TCG, BTC, 
and the Sprott Family Foundation.

EDGAR DOBIE (Executive Producer) Born 
in Vernon, British Columbia, a village 
next to the Rocky Mountains (three years 
after Arena had its first performance in 
1950), I am one of five brothers raised 
by my Dad Edgar, a mechanic and 
small businessman, and Mom Connie, a 
telephone operator and union organizer. 
I am the only Dobie to make a career in 
theater. Luckily for me, drama was an 
arts elective I was offered at the tender 
age of 12 so I hung up my hockey skates 
and joined the drama class, led by 
teacher Paddy Malcolm and her fledgling 
Powerhouse Community Theater after 
school. By the time I graduated from high 
school, we volunteers had built ourselves 
a 200-seat, fully equipped theater on 
its own piece of land in the center of 
town and found a sold-out audience for 
the full season of plays we had on offer. 
That experience taught me so many 
lessons about the power of theater to 
foster collaboration and share meaningful 
stories, as well as the public values that 
attach themselves to building a safe place 
where everyone is welcome. All those 
lessons served me well as a managing 
leader and producer both sides of the 
border and both sides of the commercial 
and non-profit theater divide. Arriving here 
in Southwest with my good wife Tracy and 
our daughter Greta Lee in 2009 makes 
me feel like I am well-equipped to do 
a good job for you all. I am honored to 
have been recognized for my service to, 
and leadership of, the Washington, D.C.-
area theater community as a recipient 
of Theatre Washington's inaugural Victor 
Shargai Leadership Award in 2022.

This theater operates under an agreement 
between the League of Resident Theatres and 
Actors’ Equity Association.

 The actors and stage managers 
are members of Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage 
Managers in the United States.

 The scenic, costume, lighting and 
sound designers in LORT theaters 
are represented by United Scenic 
Artists, Local USA-829 of the IATSE.

 The Director and Choreographer are 
members of the STAGE DIRECTORS 
AND CHOREOGRAPHERS SOCIETY, 
a national theatrical labor union.

 The musicians in this production 
are represented by the Metropolitan 
Washington D.C. Federation of 
Musicians, AFM Local 161-710.

Arena Stage is a constituent of the Theatre 
Communications Group (TCG), the national 
organization for the American theater.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES / YOUNG PATRONS BOARD
ARENA STAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2023/24

CHAIR
Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe

VICE CHAIRS
S. Decker Anstrom
Judith N. Batty
Michele G. Berman
Jeffrey M. Busch
Edgar Dobie
Kristen Donoghue
Rick Froehlich
Nicholas Goad
Sue Henry
Alethia Jackson
Richard A. Newman
David E. Shiffrin
Michele P. Toth
Shawna Watley

TRUSTEES
Jan Adams
Andrew R. Ammerman
Linda A. Baumann
Deborah Bowles
Susan Carter
Celandra Deane-Bess
Joseph P. DiGangi
Jeri Epstein
Richard Feinstein 
David Fisher
Stephenie Foster
Dr. Donald Wallace Jones
Ricki Kanter
Elissa Leonard
John Lynham
B. Thomas Mansbach
David B.H. Martin
Jill McGovern
Robert Pincus
Ilene Rosenthal
Tiffeny Sanchez
Hana S. Sharif
Mignon Smith
Sheila Stampfli
Michael S. Steele

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Jim Abdo
Ashok Bajaj
Joanne Barker
Sander Bieber 
Steven R. Bralove 
Susan Haas Bralove   
Eric Braverman 
John Edelmann
Elliot Feldman
Nancy M. Folger
Natwar Gandhi
Patti Herman 
Vicki J. Hicks 
Daniel Korengold 
Judy Lansing Kovler
Mark Levine 
Ronald A. Paul M.D.
Terry R. Peel
Beverly Perry
Lucia Riddle 
Gene Samburg
Raymond Sczudlo
David Bruce Smith 
Richard W. Snowdon
Margaret Tomlinson

LIFE TRUSTEES
Lee G. Rubenstein
Beth Newburger Schwartz

YOUNG PATRONS BOARD 
TRUSTEE
Whitney Hubbard

EMERITUS TRUSTEES
John M. Derrick
Arlene and Robert Kogod
David O. Maxwell
Joan P. Maxwell
Judy Lynn Prince, 

in memoriam

CORPORATE OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Edgar Dobie

TREASURER
Joe Berardelli

SECRETARY
Alison Irvin

THE MOLLY SMITH FUND 
FOR NEW WORK
The Molly Smith Fund for New Work was created to 
honor the tremendous legacy of Molly Smith, Arena 
Stage's Artistic Director Emeritus, who retired at 
the end of the 2022/23 Season after 25 years of 
visionary leadership. The fund will support the artistic 
development of new work at Arena Stage, a pillar of 
Molly’s vision.

Thank you to the following donors who supported this 
initiative through their philanthropic leadership.

Jan Adams
Altria
Amaris
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Joanne Barker and The 

Jake Foundation
Michele and Allan Berman
Diane and Norman 

Bernstein Foundation
Susan and Steven Bralove
Elliot J. Feldman and Lily 

Gardner Feldman
G. David Fensterheim and 

The Joseph E. Robert Jr. 
Charitable Trust

Patricia and David Fisher
Rick and Carol Froehlich
Michael Glosserman
Hamilton and Marchand 

families in honor of 
Ann Hamilton

Sue Henry and Carter 
Phillips

JMA Solutions
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Danny Korengold and 

Martha Dippell
Melanie Franco Nussdorf
Marsha and Alan* Paller
Craig Pascal
Ourisman Automotive 

of Virginia
Tiffeny Sanchez and 

Reg Brown
Beth Newburger Schwartz
Peggy and David Shiffrin 
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Shugoll
Katie and Dick Snowdon
John and Cindy Weber
George and Patti White
Sandy and Jon Willen

YOUNG PATRONS BOARD 2023/24
The Arena Stage Young Patrons Board seeks to 
strengthen and support the future of American 
theater at Arena Stage. The Young Patrons Board 
supports the artistic mission of Arena Stage by being 
active ambassadors to the community and arranging 
opportunities for people under 40 years old to 
engage with the theater.

MEMBERS
Victoria Clark
Alexandria Edwards
Shoshana Golden
Whitney Hubbard
Ashley Lawrence
Lauren Pate
Emily Rouse
Hillary Stemple
Dr. Adrienne Thompson

©2022 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106

Today is the day to 
inspire, delight 
and amaze.

We’re proud to support Arena Stage and the joy you bring to our 

community every day.

pnc.com
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FULL CIRCLE SOCIETY — ARENA STAGE’S PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges these individuals who ensure the future of Arena Stage by making 
a planned gift. These gifts assure that Arena Stage will continue to challenge, educate and entertain 
audiences, and maintain its excellence in theater nationally, and internationally for generations to come. 

Arena can help you accomplish your personal, family and philanthropic goals while benefiting the 
theater. Supporters who make planned gifts to Arena are invited to join the Full Circle Society and enjoy 
special benefits. 

For more information about planned giving, please contact Maya Weil at 202-600-4158.

The following are members as of January 5, 2024.

MEMBERS
Anonymous (13)
Esthy* and Jim Adler
Dr. Bill Santford Ashley
Elinor R. Bacon
Linda A. Baumann
Nan Beckley
Sue Benson
Diane Boehr
Steven Bralove
Dr. Robert and Mary Jo Brenner
Bonnie and Jere Broh-Kahn
Louise Budelis
Donald Burch, III
James C. Burks and 

Dr. Bette Jane Pappas
Anne L. Buzalski
John P. Cahill
Ellen MacNeille Charles
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Captain Joan Darrah and 

Ms. Lynne Kennedy
Martin Alan “Marty”* and 

Belle Negrin Davis
Joseph P. DiGangi
John Edelmann and Jeffrey Love
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Barbara B. Ehrlich
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Skip and Laurette Farmer
Nancy M. Folger
Catherine F. and James F.* Fort, Sr. 
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Becky Fredriksson
Dr. Helene C. Freeman
Arlene Friedlander
Rick and Carol Froehlich
Steven Garron
Jon K. Gossett and Alex Urdaneta
Bob Gronenberg
Catherine and Christopher 

Guttman-McCabe
Chris Harris
Betty Hawthorne
Dr. JC Hayward
Vicki J. Hicks
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Sallie L. Holder
Lauren and Glen Howard

Ann Ingram
David Insinga and 

Robert McDonald
Thomas Jesulaitis
James Johnson and 

Matthew Shepard
Drs. Susan and Perry Klein
Dr. Seth A. Koch and 

Barbara Bellman Koch
Patricia and John Koskinen
Justin Latus
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Herb and Dianne Lerner
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
John and Patricia Long
John and Lenora Lynham
Sandra L. Mabry
Alison Masters MacTavish
Wells R. McCurdy
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Jeannette Murphy
Paul and Nancy Newman
Marina and David Ottaway
Laura Peebles
Amy Phillips
Robert Pincus
Michael and Penelope Pollard
Paul Rose
Richard Schwartz* and 

Beth Newburger Schwartz
Larry Shaw and Richard Freitag
David E. Shiffrin
Mark and Merril Shugoll
Mike and Patti Sipple
Leonard Sirota, Eileen Ivey and 

Rachel Sirota
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Dick and Katie Snowdon
Sheila A. Stampfli
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Terri L. Tedford
Helene Toiv
Margaret L. Tomlinson
Maya Weil
Val and John Wheeler

BEQUESTS AND GIFTS 
IN REMEMBRANCE

Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 
Clement C. Alpert

Estate of H. Max and 
Josephine F. Ammerman

Estate of Jan Ellen Balkin
Estate of Audrey J. Barnett
Estate of Harry J. Boissevain
Estate of Henrietta T. Braunstein
Estate of Dorothy A. Bunevich
Estate of Marylou Calene
Estate of Patricia Carroll
Estate of Albert Chaiken
Estate of Helen G. Codding
Estate of Marcus Cohn
Estate of Israel and 

Augusta Convisser
Estate of Camille Cook
Estate of Robert D. Davis Jr. and 

Henry J. Schalizki
Estate of Mr. Wiliam E. Faragher
Estate of Zelda Fichandler
Estate of Donald H. Flanders
In Memory of Helen W. and 

Felix E. Geiger
Estate of Ann Gibbons
Estate of Ezra Glaser
Estate of George Grizzard
Estate of Giselle Hill
Estate of Joan E. Kain
Estate of Margot Kelly
In Memory of Jean Russ Kern and 

Jeannette G. Kern
Estate of Herbert A. Lindow
Estate of LaRue R. Lutkins
Estate of Marianne R. Phelps
Estate of Suzy Platt
Estate of Judy Lynn Prince
Estate of Ms. Jane Rissler
Estate of Toni A. Ritzenberg
Estate of Gruine Robinson
Estate of Hank Schlosberg
Estate of Eugene Schreiber
Estate of Helga Tarver
Barbara R. Walton Endowment Fund 

for New Playwrights
Estate of Eric Weinmann
Estate of Frankie and 

Jerry Williamson

THANK YOU

PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATIONPHILANTHROPIC FOUNUNDDATATIOIONN
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Jean Schiro-Zavela and 
Vance Zavela

Dr. and Mrs. Gene Simaitis
William Spears
Judi and Richard Sugarman
Allison Thomas
Suzanne Thouvenelle and 

Dennis Deloria
Judy and Leo Zickler

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Leon and Robyn Andris
Dr. and Mrs. C. Wrandle Barth
Nan Beckley 
Grace and Morton* Bender
Sander M. Bieber and 

Linda E. Rosenzweig
James and Priscilla Blum
Joe and Sue Bredekamp
Bonnie and Jere Broh-Kahn
Arlene Brown and 

Eugene Bialek 
Candice C. Bryant
Susan and Dixon Butler
Blain and Peg Butner
Bonnie C. Carroll and 

Roy Cooper
Debbie and Adam Cohen
Beth Cunningham and 

David Wolfe
Belle N. Davis in memory of 

Martin “Marty” Davis
Vivian B.* and Lisa D. Eggers
Robert and Carole Fontenrose
Katherine Ann Gardner
Bill and Linda Garvelink
Amnon and Sue Golan
Michael Greenbaum and 

Sherry Liebes
Laura Hart
Shelly and Jack Hazel
Vicki J. Hicks
Martin and Nene Hill
David Insinga and 

Robert McDonald
Knight Kiplinger
Leslie S. Kogod
Jean and John Lange
Thelma K. Leenhouts
Steve Mayer and 

Vera Oye' Yaa-Anna
Richard and Erin Mills
Meenakshi and 

Arvind Nandedkar
Joe Oppenheimer and 

Edith Fraser
Marina and David Ottaway
James T. Parson, Jr.
Dave Pawlik and 

Susan Albertine
Laura Peebles and 

Ellen Fingerman
Ann and Terry R. Peel
Margaret Pollack and 

Paula Reed Lynch
Mr. Michael Pollard and 

Mrs. Penelope Pollard
Gail Povar and Larry Bachorik 
Margaret Rice and Bill Sette
Talmadge and Mary E. Roberts

British Robinson
Jill and Rick Robinson
Raymond and 

Deborah Sams Sczudlo
Annelise and Robert H. Smith
Aileen and Jack Sullivan
Dr. and Mrs. 

Harvey Sweetbaum
Keith and Jeanie Thackrey
Laura L. Tosi
Virginia D. Weber
Patricia Page Williams
Bill and Terry Witowsky
Richard and Leslie 

Wojciechowicz
Deborah and David Yaffe
Jane Yanulis
David and Linda Young

PLAYWRIGHT’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (9)
General Clara Adams-Ender 
The Estate of Dr. and Mrs. 

Clement C. Alpert
Dean Amel and Terry Savela
Tom and Loretta Beaumont
Barbara Benoit
Robert C. and Elissa B. Bernius
David and Judy Bonior
Rita Braver Barnett
Wes Callender and Mary Davis
William and Kathleen Carey
Dr. Myla Carpenter
Gail Chambers and Scott Baker
Nancy Chesser and J.M. Rowe
Lynne H. Church
Geri and David Cohen
Karen and Joseph Coleman
Dr. Rita R. Colwell
Wilson Compton
Annemargaret Connolly and 

Kenneth Frank
Mr. Michael Crosswell
Valerie and John Cuddy
Lorraine Day
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Angela Dickey and 

Patricia Norland
Patricia L. D'Orazio
Cheryl Dragoo
Dr. Alexandria Edwards
Barbara and David Ehrlich
Geraldine Feaster and 

Calvin Bethea*
Elizabeth Fey
Peter and Alison Fenn
Trudy Fleisher
Lorraine Fleming and 

Harry Parrish
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flyer
Ellen Fox MD
The Henry J. Fox Trust
JoEllen and Martin Frost
Mr. and Mrs. 

Davis R. Gamble Jr.
Lenue and Barbara Gilchrist
Gregg H. S. Golden
Shoshana Golden
John M. Goodman
A. Steven and Janet Hall Graff

Linda Griggs and Bill Swedish
Carol and Bill Gross
Dr. Martha Gross and 

Mr. Robert Tracy
Gail Gulliksen
Ellie and John Hagner
Honorable Robert and 

Susan Hale
Richard E. Hardy
Patricia Harvey
Doris Hausser
Shawn C. Helm and 

J. Thomas Marchitto
Lydia Jean Herz and 

Daniel Felger
Lucia and Fred Hill
Richard and Pamela Hinds
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb
Lauren and Glen Howard
Whitney Hubbard
Dr. and Mrs. David Humm
John Iwaniec and Tracy Gray
Harolyn and William Jackson
Jason Johnston
Elizabeth Blair Jones
John Keator and 

Virginia Sullivan
Kyle Kerr and Stephen Bique
Dr. Sandra D. Key
Cal and Barbara* Klausner
Kenneth and Carol Doran Klein
Tuke and Pierce Klemmt
Lauren S. Kogod
Patricia and John Koskinen
Teresa and Richard Kramer
Barry Kropf
Ms. Jane Mary Kwass
Mr. and Mrs. William LaChance
Stuart and Brock Lending
John and Jane Lewis
Dr. and Mrs. Randall J. Lewis
Robert Liberatore and 

Debra Kraft
Susan and Dan Mareck
Vicky Marchand
Ms. Linda Marks and 

Mr. Rafael V. Lopez
Lorraine and Craig Martin
Mary Martin
Marlene Mayo
Mark and Marsha Mazz
Susan Hall McCannell
Valerie McCauley
Alan and Ruth Melvin
Robert and Joelen Merkel
Leigh Method
Dr. Florence K. Millar
Nancy Miron
David Montgomery
Martha Newman
Frank and Linda Nutter
Ray Olson
Anne Paine and Fowler West
Mr. and Mrs. P. David Pappert
Lauren Pate
Howard and Dorothy Pedolsky
Randolph Perry
Paula and William Phillips
Ane Powers

Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Pitts
Lutz Prager and Pat Lark*
Dr. and Mrs. Michael B. Price
Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas J. Reckford
Nancy Regan
Deborah Remmers
Massimo and Marilou Righini
Barbara Riley
Bill and Donna Roberts
Michael P. Rogan and 

Susan Schaffer
Gareth Rosenau
Bruce and Lori 

Laitman Rosenblum
Helen Ross
Blair and Sally Ruble
Cathy Rutherford and 

Lisa Levine
Fern Flanagan Saddler
Jo Ella Samp
Jeff and Ellen Sandel
Gregory Schultz
Linda and Arthur Schwartz
Carol Schwartz
McAdo Shuler, Jr.
Richard and Jacqueline Sellers
Lisa and Jim Shannon
Mark and Merril Shugoll 
Bobbi and Larry Shulman
Toby A. Silverman
Mike and Patti Sipple
Laura Smalligan and 

Eric Sandberg-Zakian
Carl Wayne Smith and 

Michael Burke
Lawrence and Arlene Spinelli
Cecile Srodes
Dr. Earl P. Steinberg and 

Claire D. Reade
Robert J. Surovell
Eileen and Michael Tanner
Linda and Steuart Thomsen 
Barbara Toohill
Judge and Mrs. 

James T. Turner
Mary Vavrina
Glenn Westley and 

Jeanne Holzgrefe
John and Val Wheeler
Jack and Sue Whitelaw
Ken and Dorothy Woodcock
Richie and Jim Wright
Robert and Anne Yerman
Margot Lurie Zimmerman in 

memory of Paul Zimmerman

LEAD
Anonymous (8)
Nora Abramson and 

Dave Nathan
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson Adamson
Garland Allen
Jenna and Bill Allen
Virginia Anthony
Friend of Arena
Kathleen and 

Lawrence Ausubel
Dr. John Bailey and 

Mrs. Juanita O. Coye Bailey
Michael Baker

THANK YOU THANK YOU
OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Arena Stage gratefully acknowledges the many individuals and families who support the theater’s work by 
contributing to the Annual Fund. These gifts make it possible for the theater to continue presenting high-
quality productions and innovative education programs that strengthen the community in which we live.

For more information on the benefits of becoming an Annual Fund contributor, 
please call the Development Department at 202-600-4177.

The following are members as of January 3, 2024.

OVATION CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Decker Anstrom and 

Sherry Hiemstra
Drs. Elliot J. Feldman and 

Lily Gardner Feldman 
Margot Kelly*
Arlene and Robert Kogod
Judy Lynn Prince*
Toni A. Ritzenberg*
Tiffeny Sanchez and Reg Brown
Beth Newburger Schwartz and 

Richard Schwartz*

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE
Andrew R. Ammerman 
Reinsch Pierce Family 

Foundation by 
Lola C. Reinsch

Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard W. Snowdon

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (1)
Janice Adams
Joanne Barker and the 

JAKE Foundation
Linda A. Baumann
Michele and Allan Berman
Susan and Steven Bralove
William Caldwell and 

Michele Toth
Pam and Richard Feinstein
Bonnie Feld
Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher
Rick and Carol Froehlich 
Chris and Catherine 

Guttman-McCabe
Sue Henry and Carter Phillips

Dr. Donald Wallace Jones, 
Dr. Betty Jean Tolbert Jones 
and Tracey Tolbert Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Korengold 
Herb and Dianne Lerner
The Revada Foundation 

of the Logan Family
B. Thomas Mansbach
David and Martha Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Pincus
Joe Reef, Peter Nguyen 

and the Reef Team of 
TTR Sotheby’s

Ilene and Steven Rosenthal
Gene Samburg
Sheila Stampfli

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Anonymous (1) 
Judith N. Batty
Jeff Busch
Susan Carter and 

Ricardo Contreras
Celandra Deane-Bess
Deborah Bowles
Joseph P. DiGangi
Edgar and Tracy Dobie
Kristen Donoghue and 

Jon Hacker
Jeri and Gary Epstein
Stephenie Foster
Larry Franks and Ellen Berelson
Henock Gebreamlak and 

Nicholas Goad
Alethia Jackson
Ricki and Joel Kanter
Judy and Peter Blum Kovler 

Foundation

Nancy and Dan Longo
John and Lenora Lynham
Dr. Jill E. McGovern
Richard and Janice Newman
Peggy and David Shiffrin
David Bruce Smith and 

the Grateful American 
Foundation

Mignon and Kebharu Smith
Hon. Michael Steele
Shawna Watley

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Erin and Derek Arrison
Eric Braverman and Neil Brown
Ellen MacNeille Charles
John Edelmann and Jeff Love
Daniel Hamilton
Patti and Mitchell Herman
Kimberly Hulsey in memory of 

Shirley Shorter
Sheldon and Audrey* Katz
Shannon and Randall Kempner
Mark T. Lewellyn
The Robert and Natalie Mandel 

Family Foundation
Doris Matsui and Roger Sant
Craig Pascal and 

Victor Shargai*
Janis Reed and Jack Requa
R. Lucia Riddle
William and Linda Rule
Thalia Sinnamon in 

memory of Lyn Sinnamon
Leonard Sirota and Eileen Ivey 
Peggy and Alec* Tomlinson
Jon and Sandra Willen

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
Anonymous (2)
Jim and Mai Abdo
Ronald D. Abramson
Keith and Celia Arnaud
Dr. Sharon A. Bennett
Constance Bohon MD
Connie Carter and Gordon Dale
John Chester
Richard H. Cleva
James and Dorothy Dake
John and Linda Derrick
Kathy and Jody Dreyfuss
Nancy M. Folger
Rachel Frankeny
Woolf Gross
Susan B. Haight
Ann O. Hamilton*
Meg and John Hauge
Donald E. Hesse and 

Jerrilyn Andrews
Liz Hilder and Randy Smith
Thomas Jesulaitis and 

Barrie Seidman
Dr. James and Deborah Karesh
Caroline S. Klemp
Mark Levine and 

Sara Imershein
Charles McBride and 

Margaret DeBell
Alfred Munzer and Joel Wind
Toni and Ronald Paul
Beverly Perry
Franklin D. Raines and 

Denise Grant
Margaret Ann Ross
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Andrew R. Ammerman is the Directing Sponsor of the 2023/24 Season. 
His support allows Arena Stage to feature the work of the finest directors on our stages.

The beautiful costumes you see in the 2023/24 Season are generously sponsored by 
Lola C. Reinsch and the Reinsch Pierce Family Foundation.

John and Debra Howard
Jerry Hungerman
Heather Huyck
David and Kaori Inoue
Corrine and Bill Irwin
Smyrna N. Jackson
Paul Jaikaran
Cheryl Janey Calhoun
Diane Johnson-Quinn and 

Vincent Quinn
Norm and Anita Johnson
Kenneth and 

Thereese Johnston
Kimberly and Tad Johnston
James and Susan Jones
Trina Jones
Olivia and Brian Kane
Herschel Kanter
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Karpick
Gale Kaufmann
Joseph and Jane Keady
Michael Kielbiewicz and 

Barbara Strong
Peter Kimmel and 

Stephanie Jackson
Carol A. King
Ms. Janet E. King
Mrs. William Kingsbury
Laura Kirkconnell
Marie-Therese Klay
Sandra and David Kleinman
Mary Lou and Jack Kramer
Paul Kung
Mr. and Mrs. James Landberg
Carrie and Howard Langsam
MK Lanzillotta and Lee Becker
Allan and Sondra Laufer
Robin Lee
Steve Leinwand and 

Ann Lawrence
Paul Levine
Dave Levy
Jan and Elizabeth Lodal
Shirley Loo
Lucinda Low and 

Daniel Magraw
Joan Lunney
Noreen Lyne
Chris and Christine Magee
Gerald and Madeline Malovany
Martin Malsch and 

Jane Axelrad
Harry Manin
Hon. John E. Mansfield
Margaret Marin
Michelle Mason
Barbara E. Mays
William McBride and 

Susan Caporaso McBride
Anna Therese McGowan
Elizabeth Ann McGrath

Margaret McKelvey and 
William Harkins

David McKinney
Patricia McMahon
Stephen Meyer and 

Erica Summers
Ivan Meyers
William Michie
Eleanor Miller and Chris Finch
Sandy Mitchell
Charles and Patricia Moler
Judie and Fred Mopsik
Carl and Delila Moravitz
Bob and Wendy Morris
Stephen Morris and Barry Abel
Kent and Dale Morrison
Helaine G. Morss
Delphine Motley
Marilyn L. Muench
Hedy Nash and John Wetterau
Nick Newlin
Sheila Newman
Jeremy I. Novak 
Louise Novitch
John Nullmeyer and 

Donny Malles
Michael and Laura Opincar
Col and Mrs. Tommy T. Osborne
Victoria Chu Pao
Charles and Janet Parker
Doris Parker and Michael Spatz
Wilson and Deborah Parran
Bill and Jenny Pate
Ms. Barbara Patocka
Michael Perel and 

Jeanne Kadet
Jeanne and Burnie Peters
Margaret and Carl Pfeiffer
Vijay Ramachandran and 

Emily Johnson
Linda Ravdin and Don Shapero
Emil and Judith Regelman
Catherine Remijan
Maria Farese Rendine
Sandra Rennert
David and Lynn Rickard
Paulette Ricks
C.K. Robertson
Gene and Shirley Rosenfeld
Sheryl Rosenthal and 

Marty Bell
Arthur Rubin and 

Elizabeth York
Barbara Sable
Mr. and Mrs. John Sacchetti
Evelyn Sandground and 

Bill Perkins, in memory of 
Frank and Marta Jager

Linda B. Schakel
Pauline A. Schneider
Stanley Schurgin
Dr. Frederick* and Peri Schuyler

Diane E. Seeger
Sandra and David Sellers
Erin Shannon
Ambassador 

Mattie R. Sharpless
Kathleen Sheehan
Sylvia Shenk
Stephanie Shipp
Patrick Simien and Vicki Moore
Luann S. Sinclair
Mary and Charles Sjoquist
James A. Smailes
Pamela Brown Smith
Kate Snyder
Lynne and Jim Sprung
Janet Stanley
Rochelle Steinberg (Shellie)
Donald R. and Dorothy T. Stone
Susan and John Sturc
Barbara and David Swan
Martha and David Swanson
Paula S. Thiede and 

C. Wakefield Martin
Dennis and Rosalind Thomas
Deborah Thompson
Dr. Adrienne Thompson Brown
Mr. Al Thompson and 

Ms. Carol Michaelsen
Patricia Thorne
Barry and Helene Toiv
Juergen Tooren
Rita C. Toscano
Darrell Totman
Roger and Elizabeth Trangsrud
Ms. Jennifer A. Vasiloff
Lyman G. Van Nostrand
Steve Verna
Geoffrey and Susan Vincent
Ms. Maria Wagner
Michael Waldman & Linda Coe
Julie A. Walker
Pamela Walker
Lillian Watkins
Rosemary D. Weller*
Linda and Steve Weltz
Drs. Ann and Stephan* Werner
George and Patti White
Helen White and Andy Leighton
Greg and Mary Whiteman
Susan Wiener
Bernetta and Kevin Williams
Jean and Sam Williams
Larry and Patti Williams/Pride
J. David Willson
Beverly and Chris With
Beth and John Wright
David Young
Victor Zitel
Joel and Pamela Zingeser

* Deceased

Legend:
Ovation Circle 

$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle 

$50,000 – 99,999
Benefactor’s Circle 

$25,000 – 49,999
Leadership Circle 

$15,000 – 24,999
President’s Circle 

$10,000 – 14,999
Producer’s Circle 

$6,000 – 9,999
Director’s Circle 

$3,000 – 5,999
Playwright’s Circle 

$1,500 – 2,999
Lead: $700 – 1,499
Supporting Role: $350 – 699

We endeavor to provide a 
complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. 
However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the 
Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also 
grateful to the thousands 
of other contributors to 
Arena Stage.

Anna K. Behrensmeyer
Sue Benson 
Carl and Courtney Bergeron
Dava Berkman
Tom Blackburn
Marc Blakeman
Elizabeth L. Blakeslee
Gretta Blatner
Richard and Eleanor Bochner
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Borsuk
Anne Boyden
Ms. Carolyn Broussard
Harold R. Bucholtz
Patricia and Mike Burke
Leslie Calman and 

Jane Gruenebaum
Ms. Patricia Carter
Henry Chamberlain and 

Lisa Burns
Jo Ann Chin
Ken and Lynne Cline
Francis and Terry Coates
The Manny and 

Ruthy Cohen Foundation
Brian Cooke
Deanna K. Dawson
Nancy Dawson
Don Douglas and 

Carolyne Weil*
Sue Duncan and Leo Fisher
Mrs. Elizabeth Edgeworth
Dr. James Ellzy and 

Mr. Francis O’Malley
David and Ana Evans
Isaac Evans
Gary Felser
Edmund Fleet
Amy C. Gilbert
Kari Gissel
Mark* and Sara Goldberg
Bob Gronenberg
Tim and Norene Guilford
Jack E. Hairston Jr.
Robert and Carol Hall
Chris Harris
Mr. Lars Hanson and 

Ms. Rosanne LeVitre
Ms. Margaret Hennessey
Jessica Hirschorn and 

Henry Howard, Jr.
Clarence G. Hoop
Paul and Bonnie Hopler 
Drew Huffman
Patricia Jackman and 

Stephen L. John
Martha L. Kahn and 

Simeon M. Kriesberg 
L. Kempner
Eugene M. Lang Foundation
Richard and Cecilia Larkin
Elaine R. Leavenworth
Drew Lebby and 

Wendy Schwartz
Elizabeth C. Lee
Carol Ann and Kenneth Linder
Albert L. and Doris M. Lindquist
Mrs. E. Kathleen Linville
Jim and Sharon Lowe
Kenneth C. and 

Elizabeth M. Lundeen

Captain Lory Manning 
USN (RET)

Joanne S. Martin
Lou Mazeway
Sarah McMeans
David Mitchell
Robin Mockenhaupt and 

Ralph Popp
Steve and Sylvia Moore
Stephen H. Morris and 

Jill L. Clark
Carol Mucha
Donald and Lynne Myers
Jeffrey Neal and Kevin Loeffler
William and Louisa Newlin
John and Carol Noble
R. Frances O’Brien and 

Stephen Flott
Stan Peabody
Scott Pearson
Liz Pennisi and Matt Butcher
Anne E. Peret
Judy Perry, Col (USAF Retired)
Randy and Kathy Pherson
Toby Port and Jeffrey Ahl
Carroll Quinn
Clyde Relick and Julie Davis
Christopher Robinson
June A. Rogul
Charles Rohe
Herbert and Nancy Rosenthal
Dr. Bernard and Louise Rostker
Trina and Lee Rubenstein
Alan and Florence Salisbury
Jean Sammon
Molly Smith and 

Suzanne Blue Star Boy
Patricia Stonesifer and 

Michael Kinsley
Judi and Richard Sugarman
Dr. Sheila Taube
Elizabeth and Jerome Teles
Ryan Neels Terry and Louis Loh
Douglas Trainum in memory of 

Margaret Laves Trainum
Dr. Carolyn Peoples Veiga
Roger and Diane Warin 
Cameron and 

Susan Weiffenbach
Deborah V. Weinstein
Robert Wilson

SUPPORTING ROLE
Anonymous (12)
Susan Absher
Hon. Frank and 

Mrs. Antoinette Almaguer
David E. Andelman
Tonia and Scott Anderson
Victoria Arana
Betty Arbuckle and 

Chuck Taylor
Ramona Arnett
Ronald Bailey and 

Pamela Friedman
Marion S. Ballard
Mary Barton and 

Beth Biegelsen
Janet and David Batlan 
Ted Bean and Kathy Brown
John and Sylvia Benoit

Alex Bogdanovsky and 
Elena Shtern

Amy Bogdon and 
Robert Kornfeld

Nettie Bouchie
Randall A. Bowman
Cynthia Boyer*
Sandra Bremer and Al Mears
Valerie Briggs and Peter Kelley
Hazel Broadnax
Diane Brown
Richard Allen Brown
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Brittle
Yvette Benton Bullock
S. M. Bumbrey
Cynthia Bunton
David M. and Susan F. Burke 
Avery Burns
Donna Butts and William Libro
Sandra and Paul Byrne
Marni Byrum and 

Martha McQuade
John Cahill
Jason and Ashley Campbell
Maria Carmona
Carla Cartwright
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Carty
Cecilia M. Chandler
Allayne and Brian Chappelle
Richard G. and Niki K. Chavez
Jeffrey Clark 
William and Louise Cleveland
Rese Cloyd
Jane Cohen
Michael P. Cohen
Ann C. Cole
Brian Collins
John and Sheila Compton
James and Ann Connell
Dawn Cooke
Mr. Damon Cordom
Debora J. Cottrell
Paul and Barbara Couture
Donald J. and Anita P. Cowan
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Currie
Laura and Mike Cutler
L. H. Daniel, MD
Christian Daubert and 

Melvin Murphy
Gail Davenport
Zdenek V. David
Laurie Davis and Joe Sellers
Stephen A. Dean
Yumiko DeCarli
Cynthia J. Decker
Lisa and Tony Delity
Mr. and Mrs. Michael DeNardo
Dr. Terri Dickerson and Colonel 

(Ret) Kevin Hawkins
Antonio Diez and 

Maria-Manuela S. Diez
Althea Dixon
Kimberly Dixon
Water B. Doggett III and 

Joanne Doggett
Edward Donahue, III
David Dunn
Teddie Dyson
Josef and Vera C Dvorak

Jerome Edwards
Barbara Elkus and Roger Poore
Ann Elliott
Evelyn and Barry Epstein
Ralph and Gwendolyn Everett
Catherine Fadel
Jill A. Fields
Ben Finzel and Mark Pimble
Angelo Fiorenza
Phyllis and Marc Fleischaker
Cathy and Donald Fogel
Heather Foley
Mr. Gary Fontaine
David Frantz
Douglas Freeman
Allan D. Friedman
Bob Fugate
Catherine Gahres and 

James Woolford
Paul Gamble
Wynn Gambrill
Natwar Gandhi
Mr. and Mrs. James Gentle
Dr. Kirk Geter
Richard Gervase and 

Stuart Delery
Jane Glickman and 

Charles Sacks
Maggie Godbold and 

Steve Bershader
James and JoAnn Goedert
Paula S. Goldman
Martha Goldstone
Geraldine and Alan Graham
Ruth B. Gramlich
Brad Gray and Helen Darling
Madi Green, in memory 

of Duff Green III
Maxine Green
Cindy and Phil Grisdela
Karen T. Grisez
Sue Guenther
Frank Guzzetta and 

Paul Manville
Dr. Marlene Haffner
Daniel and Therisia Hall
Bonnie and 

Alan Hammerschlag
Betsy A. Harris
Elizabeth and Jeffrey Harris
Brenda Hawkins
Laurie Hayden
Rachel Hecht
Cynthia Heckmann
James Heegeman
Bert Helfinstein and 

Margaret Rodenberg
Connie Heller
Paul R. Henderson
Paul Herman and 

Karen Goldman
Jill Herscot
Mr. Jonathan A. Herz
Jill Hill and Julie Hill
Dorothea Hiltenbrand
Jean and Jim Hochron
Bill and Marie Hoffman 
Toby Horn
Roger and Neesa Hoskin

THANK YOU THANK YOU
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THANK YOU
OUR INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
The vital support Arena Stage receives from many institutions makes our work possible. We thank those 
institutions who have generously donated $1,500 or more to our Annual Fund campaign this year. This list 
represents supporters as of September 28, 2023.

OVATION CIRCLE

Anonymous 

FOUNDER’S CIRCLE

Share Fund

BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE

deLaski Family Foundation
William S. Abell Foundation
William H. Donner Foundation

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Anonymous
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation, Inc.
Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for 

the Performing Arts

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Alice Shaver Foundation
ArentFox Schiff
BakerHostetler LLP
Central Parking System
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
Comcast NBC Universal
The Davis/Dauray Family Fund
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Hattie M. Strong Foundation 
Mars Foundation
S&R Evermay
Southwest Business Improvement District
Venable Foundation

PRODUCER’S CIRCLE
The Bernstein Companies
Dimick Foundation
England Family Foundation
Freedom Forum
Friends of Southwest DC
Graham Holdings Company
Hoffman Madison Waterfront
JBG Smith Cares
The Morgan Fund at Seattle Foundation
The Nora Roberts Foundation
Samueli Foundation
The Reef Team of TTR Sotheby’s

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
The Howard and Geraldine Polinger Foundation
Potomac Law Group, PLLC
Wawa Foundation

Legend:
Ovation Circle……………$100,000 and above
Founder’s Circle………..$50,000-$99,999
Benefactor’s Circle......$25,000-$49,999
Leadership Circle.........$15,000-$24,999
President’s Circle.........$10,000-$14,999
Producer’s Circle..........$5,000-$9,999
Director’s Circle............$2,500-$4,999
Playwright’s Circle....... $1,500-$2,499

We endeavor to provide a complete listing of all donors 
in the above categories. However, if your name is not 
listed, please contact the Development Department at 
202-600-4177. We are also grateful to the thousands of 
other contributors to Arena Stage, whose names space 
will not permit us to print.

We Share Your 
Dream for the Future
Powering our communities is just the beginning. At 
Exelon, we consider it our responsibility to improve the 
quality of life for people in the communities where we 
live, work and serve. Participation in good corporate 
citizenship is an integral part of our culture, and we 
inspire our employees to help everyone succeed.
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THEATER STAFF
Executive Assistant .....................Connor Muldowney

AUDIENCE SERVICES
Director, Audience Services ............Andrew Rampy
House Managers .....................Ric Birch, Bruce Perry
Parking ....................................................................... SP Plus

BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE & 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Director, Business Intelligence  
and Information Systems ..................... Rich Johnson
System Administrator .......................................Brian Oh
Business Intelligence and 
Tessitura Lead (consultancy) ..............Sabrina Clark
IS Help Desk .............................................Eddie Wieland

EARNED REVENUE
Director, Earned Revenue........................ Isaac Evans
Earned Revenue Assistant ............. Sabrina Zillinger
Lead Manager, Sales ................... Jessica Comstock
Lead Group Sales Associate ................. Donald Jolly
Group Sales Associate ................Brandon Ferguson
Managers, Sales ......................................Caroline Hunt,  

Marion Levy Qualls
Lead Sales Associate ....................... Aaron Hutchens
Sales Associates ............................... Keshaun Connor, 

Hannah Damanka, Meg Karch, 
Kendra Luedke, Joy Mason

Manager,  
Events and Rentals .........................Chrystal Vaughan
Lead Events 
and Rentals Associate ............................Trevor Haren
Events and Rentals Associate ...............Aisha Noma
Lead Manager, 
Retail Operations ..................................... Jody Barasch
Lead Bartender..........................................Erika Wallace
Bartenders ................ Edwin Cortez, Greg Gonzales, 

Kaitlyn Sakry, Brad Teague

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Director, Marketing 
& Communications ............................Elizabeth Hawks
Associate Director, Marketing 
and Communications .................... Ryan Impagliazzo 
Manager, Digital and 
Social Media ................................................ Juliana Avery
Manager, Email and 
Digital Content ........................................ Clare Lockhart
Lead Associate, 
Public Relations ........................... Anastasia St. Hilaire
Junior Multimedia Designer .......... Kristopher Ingle
Marketing and Media Fellow ...............Destiny King*
Graphic Design Fellow ......................Darien Mitchell*

PRODUCTION
Director of Production .............................Robert Hand
Production Manager ............................. Trevor A. Riley
Assistant Production 
Manager .................................................Rachel Crawford

STAGE MANAGEMENT
Resident Production 
Stage Manager .....................................Christi B. Spann

SCENIC
Interim Technical Director .......................Travis Smith
Associate Technical Director ...............Clare Cawley
Charge Scenic Artist ..........................................Li Qiang
Carpenters ................................................Erick Boscana, 

Matthew Grisdela, Julia Junghans, 
Hannah Martin, Max Marshall, 
Logan McDowell, Frank Miller

PROPERTIES
Properties Director .............................Jennifer Sheetz
Associate Properties Director ..... Jonathan Borgia
Head Props Artisan .......................................Niell DuVal
Props Artisan .............................................Kyle Handziak
Props Assistants ....  Erica Feidelseit, Alekx Shines

LIGHTS
Lighting Supervisor ................................Paul Villalovoz 
Assistant Lighting Supervisor .................Olivia Rudd
Electricians ..............Scott Folsom, Kelsey Swanson
Lighting Fellow ......................................... Indigo Garcia*

SOUND
Sound and Video Supervisor ............Brian Burchett
Master Sound and Video 
Technician ..................................Timothy M. Thompson
Sound Technicians ..............................Lex Allenbaugh, 

Alex Cloud

COSTUMES
Costume Director .....................Joseph P. Salasovich
Associate Costume Director ..................Cierra Coan
Drapers ......................... Erika Krause, Carol Ramsdell
First Hands .....................................Michele Macadaeg, 

Elizabeth “Liz” Spilsbury
Craftsperson .............................................Deborah Nash
Wardrobe Supervisors ......................Adelle Gresock,  

Alice Hawfield
Wigs, Hair, and  
Makeup Supervisor ..................................Jaime Bagley

*2023/24 Class of the Allen Lee Hughes 
BIPOC Fellowship Program

THEATER 
STAFF
Artistic Director ........................................Hana S. Sharif 
Executive Producer ...................................Edgar Dobie
Founding Director .............................Zelda Fichandler 

(1924-2016)
Founding Executive
Director ........................................ Thomas C. Fichandler 

(1915-1997)
Artistic Director
Emeritus ............................................................Molly Smith

ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT
Associate Artistic Director ..................Teresa Sapien
Senior Artistic Producer ...................Reggie D. White
Literary Manager ..........................Otis C. Ramsey-Zöe
Artistic Associate, Casting ................Joseph Pinzon
Artistic Development 
Coordinator ...........................................Melissa Singson
Dramaturg .................................................Jocelyn Clarke
Artistic Development Fellow ....... Vanessa Dalpiaz*
Current Commissioned Writers .......The Bengsons, 

Lee Cataluna, Kia Corthron, 
Lady Dane Figueroa Edidi, 

Emily Feldman, Idris Goodwin, 
Caleen Sinnette Jennings, Deepak Kumar, 
Octavio Solis, Vera Starbard, Cheryl West, 
 Lauren Yee, Karen Zacarías, Zack Zadek

ADMINISTRATION
Chief Financial Officer/ 
Corporate Treasurer ...............................Joe Berardelli
Chief of Staff .................................................... Alison Irvin
Controller .....................................................John Monnett
Executive Assistant ...................Hannah Viedermann
Staff Accountant ............................................ Chris Murk
Human Resources Assistant ................... Tyra Picazo
HR Consultant ...................................................JobMorph
Capitol Projects Consultant .....RenTec Consulting
Accounting Associates ...........................Mark Runion, 

Matthew Paige
Auditors ........................... Bormel, Grice & Huyett, P.A.
Legal Counsel ..............................ArentFox Schiff LLP; 

Kramer Levin Robbins Russell

BUILDING OPERATIONS
Interim Operations/ 
Facilities Manager ................................Keaun Windear

Maintenance Assistant ...............................Tevin Smith
Porter ......................................................... Lawrence Wise
Stage Door Attendant.................................Kay Rogers 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Director of Community 
Engagement .................................Sean-Maurice Lynch
Director of Education ..........................Ashley Forman
School Programs Manager ......Rebecca Campana
Community Programs Manager .........Mauricio Pita
Training Programs Manager ........................... Zoë Hall
Community Engagement 
Programming Coordinator ..............Kayla A. Warren
School Programs 
Fellow ...................................Jazmyn Ja'Net Roberson*

DEVELOPMENT
Chief Development Officer  ..............Ryan E. Merkel
Director of 
Institutional Relations ............Shayla Hines-Graham
Director of Development Operations 
and Events ......................................................Maria Corso
Director of 
Strategic Philanthropy .................R. Wesley Meekins
Foundation Relations Manager ............Abigail Cady
Corporate Sponsorships 
Manager ....................................................... Charity Harris
Membership Manager ..........................Lauren Lopaty
Gift Planning Specialist ................................Maya Weil
Development Operations and 
Events Specialist ..................................... Casey Radner
Strategic Philanthropy 
Assistant .....................................................Kiana Livingston
Membership Assistant ...............................Oscar León
Development Fellow ....................................Mina Sollars*

GENERAL MANAGEMENT
General Manager ............................................Alicia Sells
Assistant General 
Manager ........................................ Katharine Templeton
Company Manager .......................................Trisha Hein
General and Production 
Management Coordinator ..................Jenna Murphy
General and Company 
Management Fellow ........................Alexandra Lopez*

AUDIENCE SERVICES, BUSINESS 
INTELLIGENCE & INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS, EARNED REVENUE, 
MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Chief Marketing & Strategy Officer, 
Vice President ........................................... Shonali Burke
Administrative Coordinator & 



COMING UP NEXT

TEMPESTUOUS 
ELEMENTS
BY KIA CORTHRON
DIRECTED BY PSALMAYENE 24

FEBRUARY 16 — MARCH 17


